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SLS Incorporates eLearning Days To Stay on Track 

Learning To Live a Life of Faith Starts Early at SLS 

SLS celebrated National Catholic Schools Week at the end of January. It was a week to stop and reflect on who we are 

and what we believe. While learning to live a faith-filled life is a constant work-in-progress, the journey for anyone starts 

with the first step. Choosing to incorporate FAITH into your daily life is the step we must all take. At St. Louis 

School, we have the unique opportunity to include our faith, beliefs, and values into our daily curriculum.   

It’s common for school-aged kids to develop friendships and acquaintances in their class. However, when they are with 

the same group of kids for nine years (or 10 years if they started at SLS Preschool together!), it creates a much deeper 

connection. When you build your environment based on faith, beliefs, and values... stronger bonds form. When siblings 

are in the same building and can exchange a smile, hug, or word of encouragement before a big test, there’s something    

special happening. When you can immediately think of 10 other parents that you could call on a moment’s notice to help 

with your kids in a family emergency, the feeling is unparallel. At SLS, we are doing more than educating students. We 

are creating a village that surrounds your kids with a sense of family and community from the time they enter           

Preschool.  

We know it is never too early to start teaching lessons for a lifetime. Our Preschoolers 

kicked off Catholic Schools Week with their Kindness Project. The frigid cold        

temperatures gave them an opportunity to talk about how they can be a blessing to 

others who need it. They talked about ways that each of us can be a blessing to    

someone. Little hands can help a friend, little hearts can share a smile and laughter, 

and little arms can offer a much needed hug. As they focused on what they CAN do, 

each class had the opportunity to work together to make a blanket that will wrap a child 

in need in their love.  

Their little hands worked tirelessly to tie 40 squares together to make a homemade   

blanket that will be donated to Project Linus. The heart of their project was to unite with 

Project Linus’ mission, in providing love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to   

children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need. The students do not 

know where their blanket will go, but they do know it was filled with a lot of love 

wrapped in each little square which they beautifully created together. It was an exercise in compassion, as well as a 

wonderful opportunity for students to practice their tying skills and fine motor work. We are so proud of what our little 

learners accomplished and the impact they have learned they can make!  

“Initially a child who hung back and was timid about trying new things, my son has blossomed with 

the guidance and nurturing he receives at St. Louis Preschool.  He is now self-confident, quick to    

volunteer, a leader, and is excited about starting kindergarten.” ~ Gina Gerbasi 
 

Midweek, our inspiring teaching staff shifted the focus with our Preschoolers celebrating our Community and our       

Nation. Pre-K led the celebration, decked out in their red, white, and blue. Each day at Preschool they begin with     

prayers learned in sign language, along with their Kindness Pledge and the Pledge of Allegiance. Our Pre-K students 

had the opportunity to visit the Police Station, along with parents who accompanied them on the field trip. Just a short, 

two- minute walk away, our Police Officer friends waited to greet students. They saw behind the scenes of the Police  

Station and learned about the tools Police Officers use to keep us safe. They met the dispatchers who answer our calls if 

we need help, and they taught our eager learners about how important it is to stay on the phone and when calling for 

help and to not hang up.  



Students got a chance to look inside of a police car, see the lights, and hear the  

sirens. They also heard about Batesville’s Police dog, Jinx, and they got to see how 

the police officer’s walkie-talkies work. Needless to say, our students had so much 

fun imagining what it might be like to be a Police Officer and to appreciate the  

important work they do in our community. It was nice to thank them in person, 

too!! Our Early Learners’ finished up their learning during “P” week with a visit 

from Police Officers Smith and Comer, from the Batesville Police Department.  

They loved hearing about what the Officers love most about their job and getting to 

know these friends of our community. 
 

“We chose SLS because of the supportive and creative learning                 

environment. Pair the environment with incredible teachers with the best 

personalities to engage our little minds. SLS preps these little minds to be 

lifetime learners always striving for the best!”  ~ Carrie Giltz    

In celebration of friendship and community during Catholic Schools Week, SLS 4th 

Grade Buddies visited their Pre-K friends. Each 4th grade student is paired with one or 

two Pre-K little “Buddies.” Together the buddies worked to complete a book about what 

special things we do at St. Louis as a Catholic School. Our teaching staff rave how     

precious these sweet friendships between Pre-K and their SLS buddies are to witness. 

We’re thankful to bring the SLS Buddy program used throughout the “Big School” to 

our littlest friends at Preschool as well.  
 

“We absolutely love St Louis preschool! Two of my children have already 

gone through the program and I have one currently enrolled in the early 

learners. We plan to send our youngest there when she is old enough too! 

The teachers are all so friendly and truly love my children. They make 

them feel special everyday. As a parent and former educator, I love the 

program in place. It is very structured from day to day, yet the kids still 

have time to play, explore, and learn through various themed centers. 

Throw in the fact that the kids are learning about God and Jesus and it is 

the perfect fit for us!” ~Shelly Henz 
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