Welcome to Sacut Yoseph Pariol

A Historic Catholic Community of Faith Since 1845

The Mission of Historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ confidently and completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming
community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all through our ministries of word,
worship and service.
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BUT AT YOUR WORD
| WiL.L LET DOWN
THE NETS.”
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Wavyne’s World

Dear Friends,

Hello? Is anybody there? I’m not sure about you, but in this
day of instant communication, I have experienced a great
deal of high expectation regarding response time in commu-
nication. In this day of email, voicemail and texting, in this
age of sleeping with our devices, people want responses im-
mediately to communications sent. [ find it hard to keep up
at times. The callers keep calling. The texters keep texting.
The emailers keep emailing. And they want a response
NOW! And I guess it is not just the other people who have
that expectation; [ have it as well. And you probably do too.

Thank God that we have a God who is a bit more patient
and persistent than we humans are. [saiah speaks of the pow-
er and persistence of God who calls him and refuses to take
“no” for an answer. God provides a solution for Isaiah’s un-
clean lips obstacle. With the embers God purifies the lips of
one of the greatest prophets of all times, preparing him to say
“yes” to the great plan of God. Isaiah, open to the working
and power of the Lord, winds up the call narrative with the
great response, “Here [ am. Send me.”

In today’s Gospel, Simon Peter begs Jesus, after the amaze-
ment at the number of fish caught at Jesus’ suggestion,
“Depart from me Lord, for I am a sinful man.” Jesus reas-
sures Simon and his companions, “Do not be afraid; from
now on you will be catching men.” Their response to his re-
assurance is immediate. They leave their nets and instantly
follow Jesus.

By the grace of God, we are what we are. What a
great statement of faith Saint Paul humbly makes in today’s
second reading. It speaks volumes about Paul’s own self-
awareness and his right relationship with God.

Only by God’s grace do we even exist. Only by God’s
grace do we have the gifts we possess. And even though, as
Saint Paul reminds us, we don’t necessarily deserve God’s
grace, God generously showers His grace on us. And God’s
grace makes us what we are.

The freely offered gift, the gift of divine life, allows Christ
to work through us. Paul, despite his dis-graced past, despite

his former persecution of those working for Christ, ultimately

accepts the gift and allows the work of Christ to flow through
him. Because he does, we have divinely inspired Epistles to
guide us in our own pilgrimage of life. God’s mercy trans-
forms, individuals and communities.

I have a little ceramic sign on the ledge above the
sink in the kitchen. I put it there so that I could see it often.
A gift from a friend, it simply states, “Start with yes.” In so
many ways | want that to be my modus operandi. We have
great models in the Saints and in the Scriptures. Perhaps they
don't always start with “yes,” but so many of them eventually
get there, saying yes to God’s will, God’s call, God’s plan.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

So let’s allow the Saints to
lead and guide us as we move
through the Renew My Church
process. Let’s let go of fears and
have Jesus reassure us. [ especially
address this to those who are fear-
ful about the school situation. We
have a great school and there will
always be a great school for the
children of the newly formed par-
ish. We continue to work on what
that school is going to look like. |
have no pre-thought plan. Working with the communities on
both sides of town I intend to create something great, where
all will feel welcomed and valued. And I intend to stand by
my claim that every parish family, and any child who wants
to attend Catholic School in Wilmette, now or in the future,
will have a seat.

Peace,
ey W)

PS Shoot any questions to my email address
wwatts@archchicago.org. If I don't have the answer, I will
find it. Your ideas are welcome too!




Parish Life

SFX/ SJS Blood Drive
Saturday

tj Honors Kevin Joseph Smith Burke
www.Vitalant.org Select DONATE and group code 750B

Saturday, February 23, 2019
8 AM to 2 PM
St. Joseph School
1740 Lake Ave -~ Wilmette
(Enter off Ridge Avenue info the
school parking loft or park on Forest.

Sponsored by the St. Francis Xavier & St. Joseph community
Kevin Joseph Smith Burke (November 28, 1993 - July 10, 2017) was the
son of Kevin and Kathryn Smith Burke, parishioners of St. Francis Xavier
for many years. This blood drive is done annually in his honor.

To plan for staffing it’s important to please register now:

www.Vitalant.org Select DONATE and group code 750B

Or Call Jeff Later at 847.915.5228 or jefflater@ymail.com
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February 10, 2019 St. Joseph, Pray for us!



Parish Life

St. Joseph School
Blazer Ball Benefit Auction 2019

Good Food! Good Friends! Good Fun! A GREAT Cause - St. Joseph School!
Join us Saturday night, March 2nd at 6pm in Meter Hall Gymnasium for our
SISEEEERRIRE | annual SJS Blazer Ball Benefit Auction - St.Joe's largest fundraiser of the year.

BY 2.12.19

Enjoy an evening of delicious tailgate inspired fare, team "spirits" and friendly
competitions including our Silent & Live Auctions. Sport your St. Joe's school

WE ARE ST.JOE'S!
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Family Promise News & Request: Next Hosting Date-March 3"-9"
*We’re proud to announce that in November, the St. Joseph’s Family Promise Program celebrated its 3-year anniversary.
Each year we have been fortunate to typically host 10 to 12 families; to give them shelter, food and help them through a
difficult time. From the very start we have been extremely thankful that St. Joseph Parish has allowed us to use the convent
facility for this purpose. However, all other support has come solely from you, our dedicated volunteers, and we thank you
dearly for this.

*While our volunteer support has grown significantly over the last 3 years, unfortunately our financial support has waned a
bit. We thank those who have continued to support us financially during this time. We typically incur costs of $300 - $350
each time we host, approximately $1000 per year. These costs cover, but are not limited to, food supplies for breakfast,
lunch and snacks, cleaning supplies and toiletry items needed while we are hosting our guests.

*Qur next Family Promise hosting week at the convent building will be March 3- 9. We will be sending out email re-
minders very soon with the link to sign up genius to help with clean up, making dinners, and staying overnight. At this time
we are asking for tax-deductible financial contributions to support our Family Promise Mission, which would ensure the

continued success of this program, God willing, for another 3 years. Checks can be sent to the rectory, made payable to
St Joseph Church (designate the contribution is for Family Promise).

* Any questions please contact Paula Humbach (sjfamilypromise@gmail.com) or George Pearce (geoknox(@comcast.net).
Please continue to pray for our families and our success. God bless you all and the supporters of Family Promise and thank
you for your continued support!!

The Family Promise Team.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time February 10, 2019




Parish Life
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SCHOOL WILMETTE

Dear St. Joseph Parish and School Community:

Are vou passionate about Catholic education? Do vou have special talents
to share with St. Joseph School? Are vou excited about our upcoming
Parich merger under Fr. Wayne Watts?

We are seeking to fill three positions on the St. Joseph School Advisory
Board for a three-vear term beginning June 2019. Applicants may be
school parents, parents of alummni, or parishioners at large who are
passionate about education. Applications are due February 28th, 2010.

Go to https://tinyurl.com/SJS-SchoolBoard App to apply today!

Although we welcome all applications, we would love at least one applicant
to have a strong background in finance and,/ or accounting.

*Please Note. You must be 21 or older, a member of St. Joseph Parish, not

an emplovee or immediate family member of an emplovee, and able to
attend monthly meetings.

Questions can be submitted to Katie Schreiber at the School Advisory Board
email, schoolboard@stjosephwilmette.com

Regards,
The St. Joseph Catholic School Advisory Board

February 10, 2019 St. Joseph, Pray for us!



