March 3rd, 2019
8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

1441 West Oakwood Road
Oak Creek, WI 53154
www.saintstephenmil.org

SAINT STEPHEN
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
“We’re Moved by the Spirit”

Pastoral Office:
Phone: (414) 762-0552
Hours: M,T, W, Th: 9:00A- 3:30P
Closed on Friday
Pastor: Rev. Robert Kacalo x222
rkacalo@saintstephenmil.org
Deacon: Stan Lowe
Director of Liturgy and Music:
Lynda Trani x263
ltrani@saintstephenmil.org
Director of Religious Education:
Betsy Potter X224
bpotter@saintstephenmil.org
Director of Family Life Center:
Gail Schlicht x225
gschlicht@saintstephenmil.org
Parish Secretary:
secretary@saintstephenmil.org
Maintenance Supervisor:
Joe Kosobucki
Mass Schedule:
Tuesday - Friday
8:00 am
Saturday
4:30 pm
Sunday
8:30 am & 10:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday
3:30 pm
or by appointment
Baptism

Parish membership is required.
Baptismal preparation for parents
and sponsors is held monthly. Pre
-registration is required. Baptisms
are held the 1st Sunday of each
month. Contact the Parish Office
for more information.
Marriage

Parish membership is required.
Arrangements need to be made a
minimum of six months prior to
the wedding date. Please contact
Fr. Robert for more information.
Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the Parish Office
Be sure to visit and “Like” our
Facebook Page: St. Stephen’s
Catholic Church

Come Join Us!
We would love to officially welcome you into our family.
Registration packets are available at the information center.

P A R I S H
UPCOMING PREP
SCHEDULE
Sunday, February 24
9-10:30am Grades 9,10,11
Wednesday, February 27
No Prep

Sunday, March 3
No Prep
Wednesday, March 6
K-8,Grades 9,10,11
Attend: Ash Wednesday Mass
6pm
Sunday, March 10
9-10:30am Grades 9,10,11
Wednesday, March 13
K-8,Grades , Family Program

N E W S

Preparing for Easter
“Guilt, Grace, and Gratitude”
An afternoon of
Reflection
March 10,2019
1:00 -3:00pm
St. Stephen Church
Presented by Fr. Domenic Roscioli
Sponsored by: St. Stephen council of Catholic Women
& Knights of Columbus
Open for everyone!
Bring your family and friends!

Sunday, March 17
No Prep

Lenten Fast & Abstinence

Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In
addition, Fridays during
Lent are obligatory days
of abstinence. For members of the Roman Catholic Church, the norms on
fasting are obligatory
from age 18 until age 59.
When fasting, a person is
permitted to eat one full
meal, as well as two
smaller meals that together are not equal to a full
meal. The 40 Days of
Lent includes
six Sundays which are
not considered part of
the Lenten fast.

Save the Date - Lenten Wednesdays
March 6th Ash Wednesday; Mass at 8am & 6pm, Adoration 9 - 5:45pm
March 13th Lenten Movie Night: Food/Fellowship at 6pm/6:30pm film
CRUX: “Did you ever wonder how you got here or where you were going?” We just found ourselves on this planet living as little children running around in this particular skin, bound to this family. It all seems pretty mysterious. Almost like a gift. So, what are we to make of all this?
March 20th Communal Reconciliation 5:30pm
After a brief Word Service, there will be several priests available to hear
confessions.
March 27th Lenten Movie Night: Food/Fellowship at 6pm/6:30pm film
KENOSIS: “God can seem pretty mysterious most of the time.”
We can’t talk to him and get a direct answer. We can’t see him. He is beyond us. So deep down, we are all longing for God: A God who can relate to us, a God who is right here.
April 3rd NEW TIME! Adoration 1-8pm Lenten Movie Night: Food /
Fellowship at 6pm/6:30pm film
BLAZE: “The Blessed Mother received the fire of God’s love into her
life and the Word was made flesh.” Jesus became a human person
through her. Jesus is that light of the world and that light is passed on to
us through the Church.
April 10th “What is TRIDUUM?” Activity Night 6-7pm
April 17th Stations of the Cross 6-7pm

W H A T ’ S

H A P P E N I N G

St. Stephen Catholic Community Capital Campaign Update

St. Stephen’s has been blessed by the faithfulness and generosity of its parishioners for nearly 175 years.
Our Keep The Vision Growing Campaign is our opportunity to build upon those blessings. Our goal
in this campaign is to see how close we can get to retiring our $1.7 million parish debt. This debt was
incurred when we built our church in 2009. The success of our campaign will strengthen the financial
footing of our parish, thereby enhancing our ability to do God’s work both now, and in the future. Parishioners also have the option of designating some or all of their campaign contributions towards a Bell
Tower fund.
Next weekend, March 9 & 10, we will be sharing more about our Keep The Vision Growing Campaign.
We call this “Invitation to Share” weekend. Join us this special weekend at the Masses, where we will pray
for God’s blessings on our efforts, and share more information about the campaign
We are seeking the names and addresses of friends of our parish you believe would be interested in supporting our Keep the Vision Growing Campaign. Our friends may include former members who have
moved away, grown children, relatives of present members, community members, etc. We wish to provide all
our friends an opportunity to participate in our campaign. Please provide their names and addresses to Fr.
Robert Kocala at (414) 762-0552 or rkacalo@ststephenmil.org. We will mail a campaign packet from the office or we can provide the packet to you if you wish to include a personal note.
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:17

13th Annual Men of Christ Conference:

“Be Strong and Courageous”
Saturday, March 30th
Miller High Life Theater
Reconnect with God
Listen to Internationally recognized presenters
Please contact any of our Knights of Columbus members.
For more information visit: menofchrist.net

Eucharistic Adoration is a sign of devotion to
and worship of Jesus Christ, who is present Body, Blood,
Soul, and Divinity, under the appearance of
the consecrated host.
ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 6th. Masses are at 8am and 6pm.
Join us for Adoration on March 6th from 9am until 5pm.
BEGINNING APRIL 3rd
Adoration will be the first Wednesday of the month from 1-8pm.
This allows PREP families and those who work an
opportunity to participate.

WEEKLY READINGS
Readings for the week of March 3,
2019
Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14,
15-16 [cf. 2a]/1 Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:3945
Monday: Sir 17:20-24/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6,
7 [11a]/Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-6, 7-8, 14
and 23 [23b]/Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 56ab, 12-13, 14 and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor
5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4
and 6 [40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25
Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 1819 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 56 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-32
Next Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10
-11, 12-13, 14-15 [cf. 15b]/Rom 10:813/Lk 4:1-13

Mas In"#n$i%n
Tuesday, March 5th
8:00 am † Michael Siettman
Wednesday, March 6th-Ash Wednesday
8:00 am † Bob Widenski
6pm † For the people
Thursday, March 7th
8:00 am † Michael Kacalo
Friday, March 8th
8:00 am † Souls in Purgatory
Saturday, March 9th
4:30 pm † For the people
Sunday, March 10th
8:30 am † Michael Siettman
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Monday, March 4th
Nothing scheduled at this time
Tuesday, March 5th
10:00 am Food Pantry
7:00pm Knights of Columbus
Wednesday, March 6th-Ash Wednesday
9:00am-5:45pm Adoration
Thursday, March 7th
10:00 am Food Pantry
6:00pm Choir practice
Friday, March 8th
4:30pm Lenten Fish Fry
Saturday, March 9th
Nothing scheduled at this time
Sunday, March 10th
9:00am Prep-Grades 9,10,11
9:30am Catholic Women
11:45am Baptism Class
1:00-3:00pm Parish Lenten Retreat
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March 3rd, 2019
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
Emails. Carpools. Shopping lists. Home repairs. It
can seem like we move so quickly from one thing
to the next. Our news comes in sound bites and
headlines. How often do we take time for silence,
for prayer, for reflection, for wisdom? Jesus warns
us of stumbling through life without an adequate
sense of where we're going. "Can a blind person
guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a
pit?" This Sunday's Gospel isn't about fumbling
along but offers a self-check on our own motivations.
"Why do you notice the splinter in your brother's
eye, but do not perceive the wooden beam in your
own?" Without adequate self-reflection, it's easy
to become blind to our own faults. We go through
life's motions as our bad habits linger or even increase. We may become increasingly impatient,
we may avoid important tasks, we may neglect the
emotional needs of our spouse. Perhaps, in the
process, we find fault with those around us. In the
words of Jesus, "remove the wooden beam from
your own eye first."
So how do we know? How can we notice the hidden faults in our lives? "A good tree does not bear
rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good fruit.
For every tree is known by its own fruit. A good
person out of the store of goodness in his heart
produces good, but an evil person out of store of
evil produces evil." Do you notice certain relationships that have become strained, or situations
where you know you don't act your best? Perhaps
this is an area where you are acting out of sin, rather than virtue. The truth is, all of us are a mixture of light and dark, vice and virtue. We can't
pretend we're perfect! But we also need to take
time to pause and prayerfully examine the fruit
we're bearing.

