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FROM THE —
2 OXETOR (e
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

“BE MERCIFUL, O LORD, FOR WE HAVE SINNED.”
Next Wednesday is “Ash Wednesday,” and this marks the
beginning of the new liturgical season of Lent. Lent is a Holy
Season, a time of prayer, fasting and abstinence. It includes
40 days and its observance is specifically linked with the cel-
ebration of Easter.

We do hear some time people say, 'There’s nothing wrong
with me.' Spiritually it can be a dangerous statement to
make., For a true Christian to stand before God and
say, '"There’s nothing wrong with me’, that’s contradictory to
our catholic faith, and unacceptable to God. We all are sinful
and there is always something wrong with us. So, a true
Christian is someone who humbly stands before God and
says, “Be merciful, O Lord, for I have sinned.”

The word “Lent” comes from an English word which
means 'springtime.’ It, therefore, reminds us of spring clean-
ing and new life. During the Spring season, for example, new
leaves appear on the trees. In the same way, the holy season
of Lent is a time for our spiritual renewal, by giving up our
old sinful nature and being reconciled to God. Therefore, it
calls us for ‘'metanoia,’a complete change of heart
through repentance.

The period of Lent consists of '40 days,' corresponding to Our
Lord's fast for 40 days in the wilderness, before he began his
public ministry.

The season of Lent always begins on a'Wednesday;' in
fact, '"Ash Wednesday' to be more specific, and concludes on
Holy Saturday, just before Easter Sunday. The 1* day of Lent
cannot be any other day of the week except that it necessarily
has to be a 'Wednesday,' considering the fact that 6 Sundays

Please remember in your Masses and
prayers, the repose of the souls of

Marie Meli, grandmother of
Father Maurice Yonta
&
SJV parishioner, Norma Darovec,
aunt of Juanita Gray.

May their souls and the souls of all the
faithful departed, through the mercy
of God, Rest in Peace. Amen.

$t. John Vianney
WOMEN'S SOCIETY

FISH FRY BAKE SALE

The SV Women's Society is in need of bake

: goods for the SJV K of C Fish Fry. The first
Fish Fry will be February 28th and all other Fridays during
Lent. So bakers, please make your favorite cake, pie,
brownies, cookies, etc. We greatly appreciate your support.

in Lent are not counted among the 40 days of Lent; it is be-
cause each Sunday represents a celebration of Jesus' victory
over sin and death.

Firstly, ash was used to make things clean therefore symbolic
of purification. Also, in the OT, the Israelite people used ash-
es in the rituals of purification. Ashes were a sign of grief,
mourning, humiliation & penitence. Secondly, ashes remind
us of a common origin and of our nothingness that we are but
merely dust and ashes. On the First Day of Lent, ashes are
imposed with the words “Remember that you are dust, and to
dust you shall return.” Those words apply to us all. It is with
the spirit of repentance that we receive ashes on our fore-
heads “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” Ashes invite us to
turn again to God and to receive a new life. Ashes are not the
end but are just the beginning. They begin a season that
moves through silence and longing into a season of joy and
resurrection. “Violet'is the color of Lent, representing
our sorrow for our sins, and is symbolic of our repentance.

So, dear friends, as we begin the Holy Season of Lent with
the sign of ashes, a communal and visible sign of repentance,
let us begin it in a proper penitential frame of mind, seeking
out sin and disruption in our lives and replacing these things
with a constant dependence on God and His grace. Let us
come to the Lord today with a humble heart, acknowledge
our sinfulness and ask pardon for all our failures and short-
comings, and implore, “BE MERCIFUL, O LORD, FOR I
HAVE SINNED.” Let us abandon the practices of our old
self and put on a new self, and let us approach Lent, not with
anxiety and fear, but rather with joy, as the season of oppor-
tunity. Let us rejoice in our gracious God who desires not the
death of the sinner, but his/her redemption. And God Bless
you and my best wishes for a holy and prayerful lent season.

Fr. George Nellikunnel.

Ash Wednesday Services:

St. John Vianney
February 26th at 8:00am & 6:00pm

Holy Family
February 26 at 6:30pm

On Ash Wednesday, we will have a second collection for
the Church in Central & Eastern Europe helping those living
in countries formerly under Communist rule. Visit http://
www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/
central-and-eastern-europe/index.cfm for more details.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
Reflect on Scripture

“The Lord is kind and merciful” [Psalm 103].
Jesus still teaches on the mount today. He
moves from the “blessed are” to the “I say to
you.” He says today: Do hot hate. Do not get even. Do
not retaliate. Do notinsult. Love your neighbor, domestic
and foreign. He ends with this: “So be perfect, just as
your heavenly Father is perfect.” Clear. To the point.
Hard but doable with God’s help.

¢ How will I be kind, be merciful today?

¢ Whom shall | stop hating?

¢ How can | shape my less-than-perfect behavior

in the perfection of God?




PARISH MINISTRIES CONTACT INFORMATION

Music Ministry:
SJV: Lori Saathoff
Isaathoff(@sjv.dio.org
HF: Deana Corbin

SJV Council Chair:
David Sweeney 899-0952 or
dsweekneeégmail.com

HF Stewardship Committee:
Greg Fleck at 971-2822

Faith Formation Coordinators:
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner
psr@sjv.dio.org
SJV YG Coordinator:

Molly Ishmael mnh82@hotmail.com

Women's Society President:
Barb Doud at bdoudlinn@yahoo.com

~_ Pro-Life Coordinator:
Valerie Henderson at tvh@casscomm.com

Tribunal Advocate:
Rita Friedewald at
ritafriedewald@yahoo.com

RCIA:
Cliff & Carol Shehorn 553-0039
cliffcarol@yahoo.com

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight: David Sweeney
dsweeknee@gmail.com
cell 899-0952 Website: sjvkc.org

Council 5754 KC Grand Knight: Charles Muller
Contact Financial Secretary: Darrell Roll
darrell.roll@sbcglobal.net

Caregivers Ministry:
Cindy Bahner at 741-0224 or cbee355@aol.com

HF Parish Nurse:
Amy Baughman at 636-7594

Prayer Line:
SJV: Terry Willis at 725-2005 or ter2will@aol.com
HEF: Paulette Doellman at 636-7227

Diocesan Victim Assistance
Coordinator:
Patricia Kornfeld at 321-1155

Please contact the parish office to register as a new pa-
rishioner, to arrange for a baptism, to schedule a wed-
ding (6 months’ notice is required) or to request the
Sacrament of the Sick.

All article submissions for the bulletin are
due on Tuesday by noon.

Assisted hearing devices available at STV
upon request from ushers

E“::_ehnuk I

Like & Follow to stay current on SJV news at
http://facebook.com/sjvchurchsherman

The Nationwide post-abortion toll-free referral line is
888.456.HOPE. Our toll-free referral line is 877.722.4355.

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation to report
allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by clergy, even if it
is in the past, individuals are encouraged to call 321-1155.
Individuals may also contact the lllinois Department of
Children and Family Services Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-
25-ABUSE, or contact your local police authority.

YOUTH GROUP

NEWS!

SIV & HF youth are welcome!
Meetings are held in the
SIV Activity Center.

Upcoming Meeting:
Junior High Youth Group
Sunday, March 1st ~ 6:30-8:00pm

St. Jude Relic to Visit St. Aloysius Parish
'During the first week of Lent (March 2-4,
L j 2020) the major relic of St. Jude and its small-

& er companions will be visiting St. Al’s Parish.
-

Fr. Patrick Tobin, O.P., the caretaker of the
relic and Spiritual Director of the Shrine of St.
Jude (Chicago), will bring the relic to Spring-
field and make it available for veneration.

Masses which will incorporate veneration will be held at
7:00pm on March 2, 3, and 4. On Tuesday the relic will be at
the all-school Mass at 8:20am and with the students through-
out the day. All are welcome to join St. Al’s for the Masses.

For more information about the relic of St. Jude wisit:
https://the-shrine.org/.

Children's liBurgsy

Gospel: After you let God’s love fill your heart you
will act different. If someone at school is mean to you,
you won't get even. You will pray for them instead,
with love in your heart. If your parents ask you to make
your bed, you will do it cheerfully. With God’s help

you can do a lot of good. Prayer: Dear God, help me
to love other people the way you do.

5} Puzzle

Fitl this Gospel message into the emptly squares;

Pray for anyone who mistreats you.

r_'




(T indicates deceased)
Monday, February 24
Weekday
8:00am— Lisa Johnson

Tuesday, February 25
Weekday
8:00am— Tim Kohlrus
HF 6:30pm— Marge Schuyler

Wednesday, February 26
Ash Wednesday
SJV 8:00am— All Souls
SJV 6:00pm— Anna Eleyidath
HF 6:30pm— All Souls

Thursday, February 27
Thursday after Ash Wednesday
8:00am— Ronald Cardoni t

Friday, February 28
Friday after Ash Wednesday
8:00am— Evelyn Sweeney t

Saturday, February 29
Vigil Mass
5:00pm— Bill Gray t
Sunday, March 1
The First Sunday of Lent
9:00am— Dick Corbin }
HF 11:00am— Dick Corbin t
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MINISTRY SCHEDL.!_‘!;E.
Saturday, February 29 — 5:00pm (St. John Vianney)
Lectors: Dennis Johnson, Patty Vaughn
Ministers of Holy Communion:
Cathy Kolaz, David Kolaz
Altar Servers: Addison Lopian (Sub Requested)
Sacristan: Cliff Shehorn
Cantor: Lori Saathoff
Greeter: Cindy & Steve Bahner

Sunday, March 1 — 9:00am (St. John Vianney)

Lectors: LaDonna Rowden, Michaela Campbell
Ministers of Holy Communion:

Mary Contri, Molly Ishmael

Altar Servers: Ethan Grebner, Tyler Campbell
Sacristan: John Barrett

Cantor: Teddy Killian

Greeter: Kindergarten Faith Formation Class

Sunday, March 1 — 11:00am (Holy Family)

Lectors: Lambert Fleck IV, Susan Ferguson
Ministers of Holy Communion:

Greg Fleck, Marie Fleck

Altar Servers: Lambert Pete Fleck, Madison Fleck
Coordinator: Lambert Fleck llI

Hospitality: Mark Oller, Amanda Oller

L
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Tuesday, February 25
Holy Family: 1:00-6:30pm Adoration
6:00pm Rosary

Wednesday, February 26
St. John Vianney: 7:00am-6:00pm Adoration
5:30pm Rosary
6:00pm Ash Wednesday Mass

Holy Family: 6:00pm Ash Wednesday Mass

Sunday., March 1
St. John Vianney: 6:30pm Junior High Youth Group

ASH WEDNESDAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Wednesday, February 26 — 6:00pm (St. John Vianney)
Lectors: Caitlyn Kleiss, Carol Shehorn
Ministers of Holy Communion:

Rita Friedwald, Russ Friedewald
Altar Servers: Gage Reedy, Sam Shaw
Sacristan: Cliff Shehorn

Cantor: Lori Saathoff
Greeter: Jeanne & David Kleiss Family

Wednesday, February 26 — 6:30pm (Holy Family)

Lectors: Todd Corbin, Ken Tasset

Ministers of Holy Communion:

Kathy Clemens, Kay Tasset, Paulette Doellman
Altar Servers: Gabe Oller, Ethan Corbin
Coordinator: Greg Fleck

Hospitality: Jodi Oller, Tom Oller

St. John Vianney WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING
WEEK 33 OF 52 (FISCAL YEAR) Feb 15-16

Sunday Envelopes $1,397.00
WeShare Donations $210.0
Loose Collections $407.00
Total $2,014.00
Weekly Budget $4,800.00
Weekly Shortfall ($2,786.00)
Building & Maintenance $55.00
Capital Improvements $95.00

Holy Family WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING
WEEK 33 OF 52 (FISCAL YEAR) Feb 15-16

Sunday Envelopes $1,620.00
Loose Collections $98.00
Total $1,718.00
Weekly Budget $1,442.00
Weekly Surplus $276.00
Building Fund $175.00
Catholic Times $48.00
Church in Eastern Europe $15.00
Rice Bowl $25.00




HOLY FAMILY

Bible S

HF Bible Study will not meet on As
February 26, 2020.

Ll

Wednesday,

ST. JOHN VIANNEY
SJV Bible Study will not meet on Ash Wednesday,
February 26, 2020.
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Please support the K of C Fish Fry Evenings of our Catholic Church Community

Sangamon Valley Knights Council 5754
Lenten Fridays

February 28, March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3

St. Peter Parish Center, Petersburg
5:00pm to 6:30pm
Menu: Fish, 3 Sides, Dessert & Drinks Included
Carry Out Available

Under 6 years—Free 7-15 years—$7.00

Adults—$10.00

St. John Vianney Knights Council 14024
Lenten Fridays
February 28, March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3
SJV Activity Center, Sherman
4:30pm to 7:00pm
Walleye, Shrimp, or Catfish Dinners
Carry Out & Drive Thru Available
Adults—$10.00 Children—$5.00
Desserts, Beer, & Wine available for purchase

40 CANS OF LENT

The Sangamon Valley Council 5754 of the Knights of Columbus
from Holy Family is once again sponsoring their annual 40 Cans of
Food for Lent campaign this year during the Lenten season.

Parishioners are encouraged to bring a can of food for each of the
40 days of Lent to help those less fortunate in our community cel-
ebrate Easter. The Knights of Columbus have collected hundreds of
pounds of food and hundreds of dollars each year from Holy Fami-
ly for the needy. We are asking you to help us continue this important
ministry. The food and money will be distributed to the Athens Food Pantry.

Please bring your donations to the main entry of Holy Family prior
to Holy Thursday so the food and money can be delivered to the
food pantry in time for Easter. The Knights of Columbus Council
5754 would like to thank the parishioners for their continued gen-
erosity in supporting this annual collection.

ALL WOMEN OF THE SPRINGFIELD DIOCESE ARE
CORDIALLY INVITED to the S.D.C.C.W. LENTEN RETREAT 2020
Tuesday, March 24 thru Wednesday, March 25
Villa Maria on Lake Springfield
RETREAT MASTER: REV. FATHER BRIAN ALFORD
Spiritual Presentations, Prayer, Daily Mass, Rosary, Confession,
Fellowship and more....
$90.00: Overnight Stay, Double Occupancy
$110.00: Overnight Stay, Single Occupancy
$70.00: Commuters
Contact the Parish Office for a registration form.

Registration due by March 18th.
SDA
45D

40 Days For Life
FORLIFER

From February 26 through April 5, you are

invited to join others in 40 Days of Prayer
and Fasting for an end to abortion. You're also invited to
sign up for an hour(s) to stand and peacefully pray during a
40-day vigil outside Planned Parenthood, 519 Bruns Lane,
Springfield. You can sign up at the back of church, by con-
tacting the parish office, or go to Springfield Right to Life web-

=

site at https://www.springfieldrtl.org/40-days-for-life-sign-up/.

A time to consider the
giving up of what we are,
for what we may become.

including the giving of alms.

The season of Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday, February 26 and ends just pri-
or to the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, April 9, when the Paschal Tridu-
um begins. Lent is the principal penitential season in the Church year. All the Christian faithful
are urged to develop and maintain a voluntary program of self-denial (in addition to the Lenten
regulations which follow), serious prayer and the performing of deeds of charity and mercy,

LENTEN REGULATIONS:

1. ABSTINENCE - Everyone 14 years of age and over is bound to abstain from meat on Ash
Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent.
2. FAST - Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 is required to fast on Ash Wednesday and
- Good Friday. On these two days of fast and abstinence, only one full meatless meal is permit-
ted. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength may be taken according to
\S each person’s needs, but together these two should not equal another full meal. Eating be-
tween meals is not permitted, but liquids (including milk and fruit juices) are allowed.
3. To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is seriously sinful.

May this holy season be a time of spiritual renewal for each of us!




