Sherman, IL

Athens, IL

Parish Information
St. John Vianney &
Holy Family Office

March 22, 2020 ~ The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Address: 902 St. John Dr,
P.O. Box 229, Sherman, IL 62684
Phone: 217-523-3816
Fax: 217-523-3954
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30a-4:00p
Pastor: Fr. George Nellikunnel
frgeorge@sjv.dio.org
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Maurice Yonta
myonta@sjv.dio.org
Deacon: Ben Hoefler
bhoefler@dio.org
Office Manager: Stacy Saladino
ssaladino@sjv.dio.org
Bookkeeper: Pam Spaniol
pspaniol@sjv.dio.org

Mass Schedules
St. John Vianney

Saturday Vigil : 5:00pm
Sunday : 9:00am
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8:00am
Wednesday: 6:00pm
Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:00-4:45pm
Wednesday: 5:00-5:30pm

Holy Family

Sunday : 11:00am
Tuesday: 6:30pm
Reconciliation
Tuesday: 6:00-6:20pm
Holyday Masses... As Announced
S ACRAMENT

OF PENANCE

ANYTIME BY APPOINTMENT

St. John Vianney
902 St. John Dr, Sherman

sjv.dio.org
hfa.dio.org

Holy Family
309 Springfield Rd, Athens

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
Cardinal Newman was a professor at Oxford University. When
he was thirty-two years old, his health was bad, with deadly fever. His life became lonely and he was experiencing great physical and emotional despair. Then he wrote a beautiful hymn asking God for light: “Lead, kindly Light, amidst encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on; The night is dark, and I am far from home;
Lead thou me on: Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see The
distant scene-one step enough for me.” In his confusion and distress, Newman prayed to the God of Light to lead him from darkness to light, from confusion to certainty, and from sickness to
health. God heard his prayer and led him home safely.
Though we celebrate the fourth Sunday of lent as Laetare
(Rejoice)Sunday to express the Joy of the Resurrection of our
Lord, there is confusion, fear and distress. We need to pray to
God for His light to lead us from this darkest situation which the
world is facing to light, from confusion to certainty and from
sickness to health, from fear to joy. Perhaps todays situation
might be an occasion to remove our spiritual blindness, shift our
focus from worldly pleasures and get away from sin’s darkness
toward the brightness of Christ’s light.
In the first reading David, the unknown king shepherd, is lifted
from total anonymity into God’s light and presented as the
anointed king of Israel. God saw he could be a compassionate
king with good heart full of love and mercy like Jesus. By presenting the miracle of Jesus’ giving of sight to a man born blind,
today’s Gospel teaches us the necessity of opening the eyes of
our mind by Faith, and warns us that those who assume they see
the truth are often blind, while those who acknowledge their
blindness are given clear vision. Here the beggar born blind, receives the light of Faith in Jesus, while the Pharisees remain spiritually blind. To live as a Christian is to see, to have clear vision
about God, about ourselves and about others. Our Lenten prayers and sacrifices should serve to heal our spiritual blindness so
that we can look at others, see them as children of God and love
them as our own brothers and sisters, saved by the death and Resurrection of Jesus.
Dear friends, we need to allow Jesus to heal our spiritual blindness. We all have blind-spots in our life may be in our marriages, our parenting, our work habits, and our personalities. We are
often blind to the presence of the God dwelling within us and fail
to appreciate His presence in others. Jesus wants to heal our
blindness. We need to ask him to remove from us the root causes
of our blindness: namely, self-centeredness, greed, anger, hatred,
prejudice, jealousy, gossip, addiction to evil habits. Let us pray
that God our Father, help us see Christ more clearly, love him
more dearly and follow him more nearly to embrace Jesus as the
light of the world. ~ Fr. George Nellikunnel
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and
Mother of the Americas. We fly to you today as your beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us with your
Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana.
Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation and
world, and for all our families and loved ones, the protection of your holy angels, that we may be spared the worst
of this illness.
For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing
and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and help them to trust.
In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the Church to love one
another and to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus
to our land and to our hearts.
We come to you with con!dence, knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy.
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep us in the embrace
of your arms, help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.

LITURGICAL AND FAITH LIFE CHANGES DUE TO
CORONAVIRUS IN
THE DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD IN ILLINOIS
Given the unprecedented developments related to the
Novel Coronavirus, our shared faith life in the Diocese of
Springfield in Illinois is undergoing significant
change. During this remarkable "me, when many of the
liturgies and public prac"ces of the faith are on hold, Bishop Paprocki has asked us to increase, rather than decrease our prayer and fas"ng, in solidarity with our brothers and sisters locally, na"onally, and worldwide. Below
is a summary of some of the changes and guidelines for
changes in our shared faith life. These changes, unless
otherwise noted, remain in effect un"l further no"ce. It
is simply not possible, at this point, to predict when public
gatherings will once again be allowed.

Masses

In response to Bishop Paprocki’s call for a diocesan fast
from the Eucharist, effec"ve March 18, 2020 and un"l
further no"ce, the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois has
replaced all public Masses and liturgical celebra"ons with
private Masses, celebrated by priests “sine populo,” that
is, with no congrega"on physically present. The Catholic
faithful are dispensed from their Sunday obliga"on un"l
further no"ce.
Those who do not a$end Mass are strongly encouraged
to replace that "me with prayer and devo"on, study the
scripture readings which can be found at h$p://
www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031620.cfm, watch the
mass on ETWN or online, and make a spiritual communion in lieu of recep"on of the Blessed Sacrament, pray the
rosary, and to pray in par"cular the Holy Virgin of Guadalupe prayer for the Coronavirus situa"on in our country.

Church Buildings Open for Private Prayer
While we encourage the faithful to adhere to guidelines
of social distancing and avoidance of public spaces, etc.,
we also acknowledge the importance of prayer at this
"me. Our churches will generally remain open during
normally scheduled hours for prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament in the tabernacle. Please confirm hours and
availability via your parish website. Also, anyone who is
sick or believes he or she may have come into contact
with the virus is to remain home, and anyone visi"ng a
Church or any other public place for prayer is strongly encouraged to follow CDC guidelines for preven"on and hygiene.
Hours at St. John Vianney will be Monday to Friday from
9:00am to 3:00pm. Holy Family will not be open.
Please check h!ps://www.dio.org/coronavirus and follow h!ps://www.facebook.com/diospringfield/ on Facebook for the most up to date informa#on.
This year’s Communal
Lenten Penance Service
originally scheduled to be
hosted by St. John Vianney Parish on Sunday, March 29
at 2:00pm has been cancelled. Confession at SJV is still
available before or after Mass, or by appointment.
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Music Ministry:
SJV: Lori Saathoff
lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org
HF: Deana Corbin
SJV Council Chair:
David Sweeney 899-0952 or
dsweeknee@gmail.com
HF Stewardship Committee:
Greg Fleck at 971-2822
Faith Formation Coordinators :
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner
psr@sjv.dio.org
SJV YG Coordinator:
Molly Ishmael mnh82@hotmail.com
Women's Society President:
Barb Doud at bdoudlinn@yahoo.com

Youth Group
NEWS!

SJV & HF youth are welcome!
Meetings are held in the SJV Activity Center.
Upcoming Meeting:
Both Junior High and High School Youth Group
Meetings are CANCELLED until further notice.

Parents of 3rd and 8th Grade CFF Students

Please see the message below from the Diocese.
The CFF Coordinators and Fr. George will be working
closely with the Office of the Bishop to reschedule Confirmation when it comes available to do so.
In the meantime check https://www.dio.org/coronavirus
and follow on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
diospringfield/ for up to date information.

Pro-Life Coordinator:
Valerie Henderson at tvh@casscomm.com
Tribunal Advocate:
Rita Friedewald at
ritafriedewald@yahoo.com
RCIA:
Cliff & Carol Shehorn 553-0039
cliffcarol@yahoo.com
Council 14024 KC Grand Knight: David Sweeney
dsweeknee@gmail.com
cell 899-0952 Website: sjvkc.org
Council 5754 KC Grand Knight : Charles Muller
Contact Financial Secretary: Darrell Roll
darrell.roll@sbcglobal.net
Caregivers Ministry:
Cindy Bahner at 741-0224 or cbee355@aol.com
HF Parish Nurse:
Amy Baughman at 636-7594
Prayer Line:
SJV: Terry Willis at 725-2005 or ter2will@aol.com
HF: Paulette Doellman at 636-7227
Diocesan Victim Assistance
Coordinator:
Patricia Kornfeld at 321-1155
Please contact the parish office to register as a new parishioner, to arrange for a baptism, to schedule a wedding (6 months’ notice is required) or to request the
Sacrament of the Sick.
All article submissions for the bulletin are
due on Tuesday by noon.
Assisted hearing devices available at SJV
upon request from ushers

ta currentt on SJV news at
Like & Follow to stay
http://facebook.com/sjvchurchsherman

The Na#onwide post-abor#on toll-free referral line is
888.456.HOPE. Our toll-free referral line is 877.722.4355.
Diocesan Child Abuse Repor#ng & Inves#ga#on to report
allega"ons of sexual abuse of a minor by clergy, even if it
is in the past, individuals are encouraged to call 321-1155.
Individuals may also contact the Illinois Department of
Children and Family Services Child Abuse Hotline at 1-80025-ABUSE, or contact your local police authority.

Gospel: When Jesus saw the blind man, he did not

just walk by. Jesus stopped. He knew he could help the
man, and honor God at the same time. Showing all of
God’s love and power, Jesus healed the blind man’s
eyes. For the first time in his life, the man could see Jesus and believe in him. Prayer: Jesus, thank you for helping the blind man believe in you.

(† indicates deceased)
Monday, March 23
Lenten Weekday
8:00am— All Souls †
Tuesday, March 24
Lenten Weekday
8:00am— Robert Polistina †
HF 6:30pm— For the Intentions of Andrea Simeone
Wednesday, March 25
The Annunciation of the Lord
SJV 6:00pm— Anna Eleyidath †
Thursday, March 26
Lenten Weekday
8:00am— Evelyn Sweeney †
Friday, March 27
Lenten Weekday (Abstinence)
8:00am— Tim Kohlrus †
Saturday, March 28
Vigil Mass
5:00pm— For the People (Pro Populo)
Sunday, March 29
The Fifth Sunday of Lent
9:00am— Pat Finnell †
HF 11:00am— Phil Frank, Jr. †

Tuesday, March 24
Holy Family: 6:00pm Benediction & Stations of the Cross
6:30pm Mass
Wednesday, March 25
St. John Vianney: 5:30pm Benediction & Stations
6:00pm Mass

Adoration Cancelled

Adoration at Holy Family
on Tuesdays and at
St. John Vianney on Wednesdays
is cancelled until further notice.

Att this
A
th
hi ti
time,
i
the evening Masses will still be
celebrated and will begin with Benediction
and Stations of the Cross at both parishes.
This week, our parish will take up The Catholic Relief Services
Collec#on (CRSC). Funds from this collec"on provide food to the hungry, support displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and mercy to all people here and abroad. Next week, please give generously to the CRSC and help Jesus in disguise.
Learn
more
about
the
collec"on
at
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.

St. John Vianney WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING
WEEK 37 OF 52 (FISCAL YEAR) March 14-15

Saturday, March 28 — 5:00pm (St. John Vianney)
Lectors: Patty Vaughn, Dennis Johnson
Ministers of Holy Communion:
Cathy Kolaz, David Kolaz
Altar Servers: Addison Lopian
Sacristan: Brad Cliburn
Cantor: Andrea Keldermans
Greeter: Jean McCain
Sunday, March 29 — 9:00am (St. John Vianney)
Lectors: Caitlyn Kleiss, Michaela Campbell
Ministers of Holy Communion:
Rita Friedewald, Russ Friedewald
Altar Servers: Ethan Grebner, Tyler Campbell
Sacristan: Cliff Shehorn
Cantor: John Barrett
Greeter: Jeanne & David Kleiss Family
Sunday, March 29 — 11:00am (Holy Family)
Lectors: Phyllis Muller, Ken Tasset
Ministers of Holy Communion:
Paulette Doellman, SUB NEEDED
Altar Servers: Lambert Pete Fleck, Madison Fleck
Sacristan: Lambert Fleck III
Hospitality: William Reed, Anita Reed

Sunday Envelopes

$1,130.00

WeShare Dona"ons

$545.00

Loose Collec"ons

$465.00

Total

$2,140.00

Weekly Budget

$4,800.00

Weekly Shor&all

($2,660.00)

Catholic Times

$100.00

Capital Improvements

$1,100.00

Easter Flowers

$55.00

Catholic Chari"es

$100.00

Holy Family WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING
WEEK 37 OF 52 (FISCAL YEAR) March 14-15
Sunday Envelopes

$765.00

Loose Collec"ons

$77.00

Total

$842.00

Weekly Budget

$1,442.00

Weekly Shor&all

($600.00)

Building Fund

$150.00

Easter Flowers

$120.00

Catholic Chari"es

$20.00

Catholic Relief Services

HOLY FAMILY

Lenten Covering
of Statues & Crucifixes Explained

HF Bible Study is cancelled until further notice.
ST. JOHN VIANNEY

SJV Bible Study is cancelled until further notice.
St. John Vianney Knights Council 14024 &
Sangamon Valley Knights Council 5754
both extend their appreciation for your support
during this season of Lenten Fish Fry Dinners.
Unfortunately, the remaining Fish Fry Dinners for both
councils have been cancelled.

Chrism Mass

The annual Chrism Mass is a privileged Liturgy in
the life of every diocese. Our diocese’s celebration
of the Chrism Mass will take place on Tuesday of
Holy Week, April 7 at 6:30pm in the Cathedral
Church of the Immaculate Conception.
It is during the Chrism Mass that the oils and the
chrism are blessed and then distributed to each parish for use in anointing
during baptisms, confirmation, anointing of the sick, and other special celebrations at our parishes.
All are welcome to attend this Mass.
Note: Holy Family will not celebrate
Mass on Tuesday, April 7th due to the timing of
the Chrism Mass. Adoration will still be held.

It seems strange that during the most sacred time of
year Catholics cover everything that is beautiful in their
churches, even the crucifix. Shouldn’t we be looking at
the painful scene at Calvary while we listen to the Passion narrative on Palm Sunday?
While it may appear counterintuitive to veil statues and
images during the final weeks of Lent, the Catholic
Church recommends this practice to heighten our senses and build within us a longing for Easter Sunday. It is
a tradition that should not only be carried out in our
local parish, but can also be a fruitful activity for the
“domestic church” to practice.

Families are also encouraged to imitate this practice
and veil prominent religious images in their homes. It
helps us to participate in the liturgical season, especially if we are prevented from going to Mass during the
week. Otherwise we only see the veiled images in
church once or twice before Easter and it has a minor
effect on us. It is also a beautiful tradition to pass down
to our children, who will be intrigued by it and it will
make this time of year truly special for them. We go
through great lengths to decorate our homes for Easter,
so why not prepare for the great feast by using veils?
But why go through such lengths to cover up images
that are designed to raise our hearts and minds toward
heaven?
First of all, we use veils to alert us of the special time
that we are in. When we walk into church and notice
everything is covered, we immediately know that something is different. These last two weeks of Lent are
meant to be a time of immediate preparation for the
Sacred Triduum and these veils are a forceful reminder
to get ready.

EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES
OF THE WORLD EXHIBIT

Secondly, the veils focus our attention on the words
being said at Mass. When we listen to the Passion narrative, our senses are allowed to focus on the striking
words from the Gospel and truly enter into the scene.

St. John Vianney will host the
Vatican International Exhibit of the
Eucharistic Miracles of the World

Third, the Church uses veils to produce a heightened
sense of anticipation for Easter Sunday. This is further
actualized when you attend daily Mass and see the veils
each day. You don’t want them to be there because they
are hiding some very beautiful images.

Saturday, March 28th
3:00 - 5:00pm & 6:00 - 7:00pm
Sunday, March 29th
from 8:00am - 3:00pm.

Journey with the Springfield Diocese this Lent
A daily vitamin makes sure we are getting
everything we need.
Our spiritual life is the same!
During Lent visit us at dio.org/lent to get a daily
dose for your spiritual life.

And therein lies the whole point: the veils are not
meant to be there forever. The images need to be unveiled; it is unnatural for them to be covered.
The unveiling before the Easter Vigil is a great reminder of our own life on earth. We live in a “veiled” world,
in exile from our true home. It is only through our own
death that the veil is lifted and we are finally able to see
the beauty of everything in our lives.

~Philip Kosloski from Aleteia.org

NOONAN
Call for Carry Out
or Delivery
801 North Grand Ave. E.
528-1513

		
		

3031 S Koke Mill
546-RENT

And
510 Bruns Lane
787-7225

217-522-1944

312 S. Crossing Rd.,
Sherman

Parishioner

496-2374

Northfield Inn

RAMADA LTD.
NORTH

Suite & Conference Center

(217) 523-4000

(217) 523-7900

3281 Northfield Drive
Springfield, IL 62702

3280 Northfield Drive
Springfield, IL 62702

• 10 Minutes from Downtown Springfield & Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum
• Minutes from IL State Fairgrounds
• Banquet & Conference Space Available
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast

Commercial
Sweeping
PAVING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Driveways • Parking Lots • Asphalt Patching
• Striping • Seal Coating • Crack Filling
• Steam Power Washing • Snow Removal
• Overlays • Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Office 217-528-9407
www.ronfurmanspaving.com
3600 N. DIRKSEN PKWY • SPRINGFIELD, IL

128 North First Street
Sherman

496-3490

Open 11am to 1am Mon-Sat • Open Noon on Sunday
Lunch Specials 11–2 & Daily Drink Specials
www.facebook.com/FinalFourSportsBar

Assisted Lifestyle Short-Term Rehab
(217) 744-9891

(217) 744-2299

Visit today us at
VillasSeniorCare.com

544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com

544-4646

VILLAS

TOTAL REHAB

butlerfuneralhomes.com
544-4646
· butlerfuneralhomes.com

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING

DR. CHRIS REID
DR. SHAY REID
DR. SHAUGHN REID

“Helping you say goodbye,
with dignity and respect.”

217.698.5800

“Helping you say goodbye,
with dignity and respect.”

reidfamilywellness.com

SECURITY SYSTEMS
“We Provide You
With
Peace-of-Mind”

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today!
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

440 N. First St., Springfield

744-9000
Eliminate the uncertainty
and financial burden.

217-544-2122
Kari Jones, CPC
Certified Preplanning Consultant
Kari@StaabFamily.com
StaabFuneralHomes.com
Contact Kari for your personal visit
to Plan Ahead. 217.528.6461

1425 S. MacArthur, Springfield
ctadamspestcontrol.com

Throop & Son
Tree Service
Since 1929

Earl Throop
u 2626 East Andrew Road Sherman

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

217-528-8523

St. John Vianney, Sherman, IL
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