
 

 Sherman, IL Athens, IL 

May 24, 2020 ~ The Ascension of  the Lord  

 

St. John Vianney & 
Holy Family Office 

 
Address: 902 St. John Dr, 

P.O. Box 229, Sherman, IL 62684 
 

Phone: 217-523-3816  
Fax: 217-523-3954 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30a-4:00p 
 

Pastor: Fr. George Nellikunnel  
frgeorge@sjv.dio.org 

 
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Maurice Yonta  

myonta@sjv.dio.org  
  

Deacon: Ben Hoefler 
bhoefler@dio.org  

 
Office Manager:  Stacy Saladino  

ssaladino@sjv.dio.org  
 

Bookkeeper :  Pam Spaniol 
pspaniol@sjv.dio.org 

 
 

 

St. John Vianney 
Saturday Vigil : 5:00pm 

Sunday : 9:00am 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8:00am 

Wednesday: 6:00pm 
Reconciliation 

Saturday: 4:00-4:45pm 
Wednesday: 5:00-5:30pm 

or by appointment 
 

Holy Family 
Sunday : 11:00am 
Tuesday: 6:30pm 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday: 6:00-6:20pm 

or by appointment 
 
 

Holyday Masses As Announced 

Parish Information 

Mass Schedule 

St. John Vianney 
902 St. John Dr, Sherman 

Holy Family 
309 Springfield Rd, Athens 

sjv.dio.org 
hfa.dio.org 

P !"#$ &"'"#(!")# *+'( *( "',+!& ("+'  
 

Music Ministry: 
SJV: Lori Saathoff 

lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org 
HF: Deana Corbin 

 
SJV Council Chair: 

David Sweeney 899-0952 or  
dsweeknee@gmail.com  

 
HF Stewardship Committee: 

Ken Tasset kwtasset11@gmail.com 
  

Faith Formation Coordinators :  
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner 

psr@sjv.dio.org 
 

SJV YG Coord: Molly Ishmael  
mnh82@hotmail.com 

 
Women's Society President: 

Barb Doud bdoudlinn@yahoo.com 
 

 Pro-Life Coordinator: 
Valerie Henderson at   tvh@casscomm.com 

 
Tribunal Advocate:  

Rita Friedewald  
ritafriedewald@yahoo.com 

 
 RCIA:  

Cliff & Carol Shehorn 553-0039 
cliffcarol@yahoo.com 

 
HF Parish Nurse:  

Amy Baughman 636-7594 
 
 

 

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight : 
David Sweeney dsweeknee@gmail.com  
cell 899-0952 Website: sjvkc.org  

 
Council 5754 KC Grand Knight : 

Charles Muller 
Contact Financial Sec: Darrell Roll 

darrell.roll@sbcglobal.net 
 

Caregivers Ministry:  
Cindy Bahner 741-0224 or  

cbee355@aol.com 
   

Prayer Line:   
SJV: Terry Willis 725-2005 or 

ter2will@aol.com 
HF: Paulette Doellman at 636-7227 

 
Diocesan Victim Assistance:  

Patricia Kornfeld at 321-1155 
 
 

Please contact the parish office  
to register as a new parishioner,  
arrange for a baptism, schedule a 
wedding (6 months’ notice is re-
quired) or request the Sacrament 

of the Sick. 
 

Submission requests for the bulle-
tin are due Tuesdays by noon. 

 
Assisted hearing devices available at 

SJV upon request from ushers 



QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK     
Reflect on Scripture 

Doubt No Longer.  On the last mountain encoun-
ter with his disciples before his ascending, Jesus 
uses the “I AM” language reserved to God.  This Son of God 
will be with them always.  A!er Christ is li!ed up, the angel 
has to remind them:  Stop standing around.  Stop looking up.  
The implica"on:  get to work!  Make more disciples!   

¨ How do I know Christ is with me always?  What does 
my experience tell me?   

¨ Because of the strength of his presence, what mercy 
works will I do?   

¨ What will I do to bring even one more person to 
Christ?   

 
 

Dear Beloved Parishioners, 
 

Today we celebrate the feast of the Ascension of the Lord Je-
sus into his Heavenly glory after promising the apostles the 
Holy Spirit as their source of Heavenly power. The ascended 
Jesus promised the Apostles, I am with you always; to the end 
of time and keeps that promise through the indwelling the Ho-
ly Spirit.  Today’s Feast is a celebration of Jesus’ glory after 
his suffering and death, a glory in which we also hope to share.  
 

Denis Hayes has written a book on solar energy titled Rays of 
Hope. Hayes opts for the sun because it is the world’s only 
inexhaustible, predictable, safe, terrorist-resistant, and free 
energy source. He says what we need to do is develop better 
technology to connect solar energy to heat houses, drive our 
cars and run our industry. People like Hayes are looking at the 
sky with its sun as the main source of our future energy sup-
ply. Today we turn our attention to the sky for another reason 
to commemorate our Lord’s Ascension into Heaven. In the 
first reading, taken from Acts (1:1-11), Jesus makes a promise, 
you will receive Power when the Holy Spirit comes down on 
you. That Holy Spirit of the risen and ascended Lord is the 
power source that can give all the energy we need to live our 
lives no matter challenges come on our way. 
 

In the second reading (Eph 1:17-23), St. Paul prays that Holy  
the Spirit may brighten the hope of Christ’s disciples in their 
future heavenly glory, saying, "May God enlighten the eyes of 
our heart so that we may know the great hope to which we 
have been called.” Paul also teaches us that God revealed His 
might in the Resurrection and Ascension of Christ and in ex-
alting Jesus over all angelic forces.  Today’s Gospel (Mt 28:16
-20) tells us that, with his return to the Father, Jesus completed 
his mission on earth.  But just before his Ascension, Jesus en-

trusted to his disciples the mission of preaching and teaching 
the Good News and evangelizing the whole world by bearing 
witness to him through their lives.  
 

Dear brothers and sisters as believers in Jesus, we need to be 
proclaimers and evangelizers, no matter what life situation we 
face in our daily life.  The difference between preaching and 
proclaiming is that we preach with words, but we proclaim 
with our exemplary lives.  Let us ask the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit that we may bear witness to Jesus by our faithful 
lives. Jesus taught us lessons of Faith, Hope, Love, for-
giveness, mercy and both by living and by preaching them. 
Our mission is to bring them to others in the same ways.   So, 
let us learn all that Jesus did and taught through daily study of 
the Bible and the teachings of the Church, experience Jesus in 
personal prayer, reception of the Sacraments and works of 
charity, and, with the help of the Holy Spirit, convey to others 
Jesus whom we have experienced. 
 

The ascended Jesus is our source of strength and encourage-
ment. We will be able to overcome doubts about our Faith and 
baseless fears, anxieties and worries by meditating on Jesus’ 
Ascension and the lesson it teaches that we, too, are called to 
share Jesus’ glory in Heaven. Stay safe and healthy.  
 

God Bless you, 
Fr. George Nellikunnel 
 
Joke of the Week 
After attending a convention led by Billy Graham a woman 
wrote to him. “Dear Sir, I feel that God is calling me to preach 
the Gospel. But the trouble is that I have twelve children. What 
shall I do?” The televangelist replied: “Dear Madam, I am de-
lighted to hear that God has called you to preach the Gospel. I 
am even more delighted to hear that He has already provided 
you with a congregation in your own home.”  

HOLY COMMUNION 
SERVICE  

Bishop Paprocki has announced per-
mission for priests in the diocese to 
distribute Holy Communion at desig-

nated !mes and with proper safety precau!ons.  We 
will begin offering Communion Services at HF and SJV 
this weekend, May 23 & 24.  
 
To maintain social distancing regula!ons, we are ask-
ing that all par!cipants sign-up for a designated !me 
slot.  A link to the Sign-up Sheet can be found on the 
parish websites.  When signing up, we ask that you 
please fill the earliest !me slot available that meets 
the needs of your family before moving on to a later 
!me.  You may also call the parish office to sign-up, 
and a staff member will assist you.    
The Bishop’s dispensa!on from the obliga!on to 
a%end Holy Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obliga-
!on remains in effect for an indefinite period of !me 
un!l there is greater clarity and confidence that the 
overall risk associated with the virus is diminished.  We 
wish to remind all of our faithful to stay home if you 
are not well, have a temperature, believe you may 
have come into contact with the virus, or believe you 
are at risk due to the factors iden!fied by the Centers 
for Disease Control and the Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health. 

Sign up Link: 
h$ps://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4ea9ad2ea1%6-holy  

Fr. Franzen  
Memorial Golf  Tournament 

 

The public is invited to join St. Joseph 
the Worker for our 12th Annual Fr. 

Franzen Memorial Golf Tournament at Edgewood 
Golf Course in Auburn, IL.   
 

This event has been rescheduled for September 27.   
 

Details and an updated brochure can be found on their 
website at   https://www.stjoschatham.org/fr--franzen-
memorial-golf-outing. 



(† indicates deceased) 
Monday, May 25 
       Easter Weekday 
        SJV— Bob Dineen & Dick Baldoni † 
 

Tuesday, May 26 
         St. Philip Neri, Priest 
       SJV— All Souls † 
   HF — Philp Frank, Sr. † 
 

Wednesday, May 27 
        Easter Weekday  
          SJV— Anna Eleyidath †                

Thursday, May 28 
          Easter Weekday 
          SJV— Evelyn Sweeney †                             
Friday, May 29 
         Easter Weekday  
          SJV— Donna Rathbone †                             
Saturday, May 30 
           Vigil Mass 
         SJV— For the People (Pro Populo)             

Sunday, May 24 
       The Ascension of the Lord  
          SJV— For the People (Pro Populo) 
   HF — Philip Frank † 

St. John Vianney WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 
May 13-19, 2020 

Sunday Envelopes $1,120.00 
WeShare Dona"ons $670.00 
Loose Collec"ons $2,475.00 
Total $4,265.00 
Weekly Budget $4,800.00 
Weekly Shor'all ($535.00) 
Building & Maintenance $115.00 
Capital Improvements $610.00 
Calvary Cemetery $50.00 
Catholic Times $15.00 
Catholic Communica"ons $85.00 
Re"red Diocesan Priests $150.00 

Sunday Envelopes $1,720.00 
Loose Collec"ons $0.00 
Total $1,720.00 
Weekly Budget $1,442.00 
Weekly Surplus $278.00 

Building Fund $675.00 

Catholic Home Mission $50.00 
Catholic Communica"ons $10.00 
Catholic Chari"es $20.00 
Holy Land Good Friday $20.00 
Easter Flowers / Easter Offering $20.00 / $20.00 

Holy Family WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 
May 13-19, 2020 

Re!red Diocesan Priests Collec!on 
 

Each year on the feast of Pentecost we rejoice that the gi!s of 
the Holy Spirit are given to the Church in every age. As we cele-
brate this feast, I ask you to consider a generous response in the 
Re"red Diocesan Priests Collec"on to meet the immediate re"re-
ment and health care needs of our priests.  
 

Please pray for our priests who serve so generously in various 
apostolates throughout our diocese. Please thank God for all that 
we have received from our priests who are now re"red, many of 
whom con"nue to offer generous service in every way that they 
are able throughout our diocese.  
 

Since there will be no in-church collec"on taking place, please 
make your dona"on online at  h$ps://parishgiving.dio.org/
second-collec"ons.html. You can also mail your dona"on to your 
parish office. Thank you in advance for your support this year.  
 

May the Holy Spirit give us every gi! we need to build up the 
Body of Christ in our "me and place.  
 

With every best wish and prayers, I remain Sincerely yours in Christ,  
 
                                                              Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki  
                                                               Bishop of Springfield in Illinois  

The Catholic faithful continue to be dispensed from their 
Sunday & Holy Day obligation until further notice.  

A list of online Masses can be found at 
 h%ps://www.dio.org/masslivestreams  

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

The Holy Family Women's Society has pur-
chased new vacuum cleaners.  They would 
like to offer, for free, the old vacuums which 
are in working condition to HF parishion-
ers.  If you would be interested in one, please 
contact the parish office at 523-3816.   

 

In observance of Memorial Day  
the Parish Office will be closed on  

Monday, May 25th. 

                            Mo
Bi

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Join the SJV Knights of Columbus for 
a virtual Novena For Life  

staring Saturday, May 30th 
through Sunday, June 9th.   

Details in next week's bulletin and Parish email.  



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. John Vianney, Sherman, IL A 4C 01-0767

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

Throop & Son 
Tree Service

Since 1929

Earl Throop 
217-528-8523

544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com 

 
 

“Helping you say goodbye,  
with dignity and respect.”  

544-4646
butlerfuneralhomes.com544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com 

 
 

“Helping you say goodbye,  
with dignity and respect.”  

Parishioner

217-522-1944

NOONAN

   801 North Grand Ave. E. 
   528-1513

  And 
 3031 S Koke Mill 510 Bruns Lane 
 546-RENT 787-7225

RAMADA LTD. Northfield Inn  
NORTH Suite & Conference Center

(217) 523-4000 (217) 523-7900

3281 Northfield Drive 3280 Northfield Drive 
Springfield, IL 62702 Springfield, IL 62702

• 10 Minutes from Downtown Springfield & Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
• Minutes from IL State Fairgrounds        • Banquet & Conference Space Available 
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast 

128 North First Street 
Sherman 

496-3490
Open 11am to 1am Mon-Sat • Open Noon on Sunday 

Lunch Specials 11–2 & Daily Drink Specials

www.facebook.com/FinalFourSportsBar

Commercial 
Sweeping
PAVING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

• Driveways • Parking Lots • Asphalt Patching 
• Striping • Seal Coating • Crack Filling 

• Steam Power Washing • Snow Removal 
• Overlays • Free Estimates • Fully Insured 

Office 217-528-9407
www.ronfurmanspaving.com 

3600 N. DIRKSEN PKWY • SPRINGFIELD, IL

“We Provide You  
With  

Peace-of-Mind”

440 N. First St., Springfield 
744-9000

SECURITY SYSTEMS

217-544-2122 
1425 S. MacArthur, Springfield

ctadamspestcontrol.com

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING

DR. CHRIS REID 
DR. SHAY REID 

DR. SHAUGHN REID

217.698.5800 
reidfamilywellness.com

Eliminate the uncertainty 
and financial burden.

 
Kari Jones, CPC 

Certified Preplanning Consultant 
Kari@StaabFamily.com 

StaabFuneralHomes.com

Contact Kari for your personal visit 
to Plan Ahead. 217.528.6461

u 2626 East Andrew Road Sherman

TOTAL REHAB
VILLAS
 

Assisted Lifestyle

Visit today us at
VillasSeniorCare.com

(217) 744-9891 (217) 744-2299
Short-Term Rehab


