Sherman, IL

Athens, IL

April 4, 2021

Parish Information
St. John Vianney &
Holy Family Office
Address: 902 St. John Dr,
P.O. Box 229, Sherman, IL 62684
Phone: 217-523-3816
Fax: 217-523-3954
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30a-4:00p
Pastor: Fr. George Nellikunnel
frgeorge@sjv.dio.org
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Maurice Yonta
myonta@sjv.dio.org
Deacon: Ben Hoefler
bhoefler@dio.org
Office Manager: Stacy Saladino
ssaladino@sjv.dio.org
Bookkeeper: Lynda Cliburn
lcliburn@sjv.dio.org

Mass Schedule
St. John Vianney

Saturday Vigil : 5:00pm
Sunday : 9:00am
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8:00am
Wednesday: 6:00pm
Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:00-4:45pm
Wednesday: 5:00-5:30pm
or by appointment

Holy Family

Sunday : 11:00am
Tuesday: 6:30pm
Reconciliation
Tuesday: 6:00-6:20pm
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Music Ministry:
SJV: Lori Saathoff
lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org
HF: Deana Corbin
SJV Council Chair:
Victoria Kennedy 415-8308
victoriak4@zoho.com
HF Stewardship Committee:
Ken Tasset kwtasset11@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinators :
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner
psr@sjv.dio.org
SJV YG Coord: Molly Ishmael
mnh82@hotmail.com
Women's Society President:
Barb Doud bdoudlinn@yahoo.com

Pro-Life Coordinator:
Valerie Henderson at tvh@casscomm.com
Tribunal Advocate:
Rita Friedewald
ritafriedewald@yahoo.com

or by appointment

RCIA:
Cliff & Carol Shehorn 553-0039
cliffcarol@yahoo.com

Holyday Masses As Announced

HF Parish Nurse:
Amy Baughman 636-7594

St. John Vianney
902 St. John Dr, Sherman

sjv.dio.org
hfa.dio.org

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight:
David Sweeney dsweeknee@gmail.com
cell 899-0952 Website: sjvkc.org
Council 5754 KC Grand Knight:
William Stone
Contact Financial Sec: Darrell Roll
darrell.roll@sbcglobal.net
Caregivers Ministry:
Cindy Bahner 741-0224 or
cbee355@aol.com
Prayer Line:
SJV: Terry Willis 725-2005 or
ter2will@aol.com
HF: Paulette Doellman at 636-7227
Please contact the parish office
to register as a new parishioner,
arrange for a baptism, schedule a wedding (6 months’ notice is required) or
request the Sacrament of the Sick.
Submission requests for the bulletin are due Tuesdays by noon.
Assisted hearing devices available at
SJV upon request from ushers
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation
To report allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by
clergy, even if it is in the past, individuals are encouraged to call 217-321-1155. Individuals may also
contact the Illinois Department of Children and
Family Services Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-25ABUSE, or contact your local police authority.

Holy Family
309 Springfield Rd, Athens

Dear brothers and sisters in the Risen Lord,
I wish you all HAPPY EASTER, Easter is the greatest and the most important feast in the Church. That
is why the church gives us forty days to observe as
lent in preparation for Easter. As a parish we even
had a parish mission, calling us to reclaim our faith
and return to worship. So, we are incredibly happy
to celebrate Easter with renewed spirit and pride for
three reasons.
First, The Resurrection of Christ is the basis of our
Christian Faith. That is why St. Paul writes: “If
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in
vain” (I Cor 15:14). Without the Resurrection, Jesus
would have remained forever a good person who
had met a tragic end. All the basic doctrines of
Christianity are founded on the truth of the Resurrection. “Jesus is Lord; He is risen!” (Rom 10:9) was
the central theme of the “preaching” of the apostles.
Next, Easter is the guarantee of our own resurrection. Jesus assured Martha at the tomb of Lazarus: “I
am the Resurrection and the Life; whoever believes
in Me will live even though he dies” (Jn 11:25).
Last, Easter is a feast which gives us hope and encouragement in this world of pain, sorrows, tears,
and fears. Easter reminds us that life is worth living. It is our belief in the Real Presence of the Risen
Jesus in our souls, in His Church, in the Blessed
Sacrament, and in Heaven that we celebrate Easter.
The prayer of St. Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland,
reads: “Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ
within me, never to part.”
Dear brothers and sisters, why do we believe in the
Resurrection of Jesus, because Jesus himself testi-

fied to his Resurrection from the dead. The tomb
was empty on Easter Sunday. Although the guards
claimed that the disciples of Jesus had stolen the
body, every sensible Jew knew that it was impossible for the terrified disciples of Jesus to steal the
body of Jesus from a tomb guarded by a 16-member
team of armed Roman soldiers. The initial disbelief
of Jesus’ own disciples in his Resurrection, despite
his repeated apparitions.
This serves as a strong proof of his Resurrection. It
explains why the apostles started preaching the resurrected Christ only after receiving the anointing of
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The transformation of Jesus’ disciples: The disciples of Jesus
were almost immediately transformed from men
who were hopeless and fearful after the crucifixion
into men who were confident and bold witnesses of
the Resurrection. The apostles and early Christians
would not have faced martyrdom if they were not
absolutely sure of Jesus’ Resurrection. The Apostle
Paul’s conversion from a persecutor of Christians
into a zealous apostle, preaching the Good News of
Jesus throughout much of the Gentile world, supports the truth of Jesus’ Resurrection.
Let Easter bring new life to all of us despite whatever catastrophe we may face in the world or in our
own personal situations. Let this Easter celebration
break open our tombs of fear, sin, worries, difficulties,
problems, and fill us with hope and with new life.

Fr. George Nellikunnel
Joke of the Week:
The pastor was visiting a terminally sick parishioner
in the hospital. As he started consoling the patient
the sick man said: “Do not worry about where I am
heading to, Father. I have friends in both places.”

Please note: Masks are required at ALL times while inside the church,
except at the moment of receiving the Body of Christ.

It’s time… welcome back to Mass

Bishop Thomas John Paprocki announced that, effective April 11, the
general dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays
and Holy Days will be modified to be limited to the following groups:
Those 65 years of age or older; Those at risk for severe illness due to
underlying medical conditions as described by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention; Those who care for the sick, homebound, or
infirmed; Those women who are pregnant; Those who cannot be accommodated at Mass because the church was at safe-distancing capacity. Those who are sick or came in contact with someone with COVID19/flu are obligated to stay home and are therefore excused.
All other Catholics not in those categories in the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois are obligated to attend
Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation, effective April 11, beginning with the Saturday anticipated
Masses the evening before. Answers to questions can be found at dio.org/backtomass.

Events at the Cathedral

HOLY FAMILY

Divine Mercy Sunday Prayer Service
Exposi on and Adora on of the Blessed Sacrament
Scriptural Readings and Devo onal Prayers
Venera on and Image of Divine Mercy
Recita on of the Chaplet and Benedic on
Sacrament of Reconcilia on
Monday, Sunday, April 11, 2:00-3:00pm, Cathedral

Wednesday, April 7, 2021
Bible Study will meet at
7:00 pm in
the HF North Wing
Come join us!

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
Reflect on Scripture

So Many Catch Phrases Today. “The doors
were locked.” “Peace be with you.” “There was
no needy person among them.” “His mercy endures for ever.” “His commandments are not burdensome.” Locked doors cannot keep Jesus away. He speaks
peace to us, even in these Covid-19 days. Because he is
peace among us – no one has need. Because he is full and
overflowing with mercy – nothing is a burden.
¨ How will I manifest peace, be peace this Easter

week?

¨ How will I show mercy, be mercy this week?
¨ Whose burden will I ease?

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
A Happy Ending Isn’t the Whole Story
“Is there a happy ending?”
When my kids were young, we never made it past the first
whiff of any narrative tension before I got this question. As
soon as whatever princess or furry woodland animal who was
the hero of the story got into any small scrape, they wanted that
reassurance, “Is there a happy ending?”
I can’t say I blame them. Don’t we all feel that way sometimes? We enter into a relationship with someone or some situation, and we just want to protect ourselves. We want to know
it’s not going to go badly — or, if it does, that we will be able
to come back from it. It’s a human instinct, a reflex. Our inclination to protect ourselves makes it so that we sometimes want
to press fast-forward on the bad stuff and skip straight ahead to
the happily-ever-after.
Easter is the ultimate happy ending. It’s the day of miracles.
The day when all the stones roll away and all the sins are forgiven. It’s the day that puts everything right.
But if we learned anything from this week — from the Passion
and death of the Lord — it’s that we can’t press fast-forward on
the hardships of life. That tension, that loss, that fear — it’s
crucial, isn’t it? As Catholics, we are who we are because of
Easter. But Easter doesn’t happen without Good Friday.
So, does the story of salvation have a happy ending? We know
it does. But we also remember that the ending isn’t all that matters.

~ Tracy Earl Welliver
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Hard Topics
Hard Topics
St. Peter, once wrote to his persecuted brothers and
sisters back in Asia Minor these tremendous words:
"in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and respect." Have you been persecuted for something your Chris an faith asks you to
do? Are you uncertain how to respond to arguments
nowadays levied against Christ, the Church, or the
Sacraments? Are you, or someone you know, unconvinced by the Church's teachings?
Join Fr. Dominic Rankin for a conversa on on those
"hard topics" over which we find our faith challenged:
Jesus' resurrec on, the Eucharist, purgatory, Mary …
the Pope, the scandals, Galileo … a male priesthood,
cohabita on, contracep on, gender… all these topics
and more will be candidly discussed, all ques ons will
be received, and we will come away with our Hope
renewed in Christ!
Wednesdays , April 14, 21, 28 @ 7:00PM
Cathedral Atrium

(† indicates deceased)
Monday, April 5
Monday within the Octave of Easter
8:00am— For the Parishioners of St. John Vianney Parish
Tuesday, April 6
Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
8:00am— All Souls †
HF 6:30pm— James R. Smith †
Wednesday, April 7
Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
6:00pm— Anna Eleyidath †
Thursday, April 8
Thursday within the Octave of Easter
8:00am— Caroline Daise †
Friday, April 9
Friday within the Octave of Easter
8:00am— Dorothy Schildgen †
Saturday, April 10
Vigil
5:00pm— Bill Gray †
Sunday, April 11
Second Sunday of Easter - Divine Mercy Sunday
9:00am— Connie Camille †
5:00pm— For the People (Pro Populo)
HF 11:00am— Phillip & Mary Frank †

Saturday, April 10 — 8:00pm (St. John Vianney)
Lector: John Ausmus
Sacristan: David Sweeney
Sunday, April 11 — 9:00am (St. John Vianney)
Lector: Stacie Henderson
Sacristan: Gina Rusciolellli
Sunday, April 11 — 11:00am (Holy Family)
Lectors: Todd Corbin (L) Jim Baker (P)

SUNDAY'S READINGS EXCERPTS

The Parish Office will be Closed Monday, April 5th.
Tuesday, April 6
Holy Family: 2:00-5:30pm Adoration
6:00pm Rosary
St. John Vianney: 6:30pm Women’s Society Meeting
Wednesday, April 7
St. John Vianney: 7:00am - 6:00pm Adoration
5:30pm Rosary
Thursday, April 8
St. John Vianney: 7:00pm SJV KC Meeting
Sunday, April 11
St. John Vianney: 7:30am Parish Council Meeting
5:00pm Mass (all welcome)

At the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses, our second
collec on supports the Seminarian Collec!on,
helping our diocese to educate and form future priests. Our diocese has been blessed
with an increasing number of young men who
have generously said yes to God's call. We
now have fi+een seminarians, one of whom at
this me will be ordained a priest for our diocese in June. You can take a personal role in their forma on
by a generous gi+ in the special Easter collec on.
St. John Vianney WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING
April 3 & 4, 2021
Sunday Envelopes

$997.00

WeShare Dona ons

$860.00

Loose Collec ons

$311.00

Total

$2,148.00

Weekly Budget

$4,788.46

Weekly Surplus / Shor&all

($2,640.46)

Capital Improvements

$95.00

Building & Maintenance

$10.00

Easter Flowers

$133.00

Catholic relief Services

$65.00

Catholic Chari es

$50.00

First Reading:
“To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who
believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his
name.” (Acts 10:43)
Psalm:
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be
glad. (Ps 118)
Second Reading:
Think of what is above, not what is on earth. For you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. (Col 3:2-3)
Gospel:
Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. (Jn 20:8)
©LPi

Holy Family WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING
April 4, 2021
Sunday Envelopes

$1,280.00

WeShare Dona ons

$5.00

Loose Dona ons

$405.00

Total

$1,690.00

Weekly Budget

$1,377.69

Weekly Surplus / Shor&all

$312.31

Building Fund

$240.00

Easter Flowers

$110.00

Rest in Peace
Please remember in your Masses and
prayers, the repose of the soul of
Janice Ishmael, Mother of
Parishioner, Chad Ishmael
and
Holy Family Parishioner,
Monique Gaston.
May their souls and the souls of
all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,
Rest in Peace. Amen

We will continue praying
the Divine Mercy Novena at
St. John Vianney 15 minutes
before each Mass. The final Novena
prayer will be prayed before Mass on
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 11th.
Bring your Rosary!
Mary Magdalene was surprised
when she found the empty tomb
of Jesus. She ran and told Peter and John that his body was
gone. Peter and John ran to the tomb. They found no body, just
strips of cloth. One piece was the cloth that covered the face of
Jesus. Peter and John knew that Jesus was not in the grave, even
though they did not understand what it meant to rise from the dead.

All women of the parish are
invited to the next
Women’s Society meeting on

April 6th at 6:30pm for our
Baby Shower for the Pregnancy Center.

Some items that are needed are diapers for
premature and newborns only, baby wipes,
going home out!it newborns - 3 months, paci!iers, spoons, etc. They can also use personal
care items for the moms. Shampoo & conditioner, toothpaste, deodorant. A detailed list
will be on the Band site.
Come and enjoy the get together
with refreshments.

A Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Experience

Does spring!me give you a sense of
wonder and fulfillment? On your wedding day, you and your spouse lovingly
planted the seed of a lifelong rela!onship. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience
will give you the tools you need to help your marriage grow and blossom more beau!fully.
The next encounter in the St. Louis, MO area will be
virtual (April 23-25, 2021). For more informa!on or
to apply, go to wwme.org, or call
Terry & Eric Engholm at 314-649-7317.

Virtual Auction
Springfield Catholic Charities is hosting a Virtual Auction starting March 26th and ending April 5th
at www.benladage.com. There are 30 unique packages
and experiences that would make great gifts for a graduation or anniversary present, Mother's Day gift, Father's
Day Gift, or just because!
The proceeds raised from this event stay in our local
community to help people get through tough moments in
life. Please take a few minutes of time to watch this video that Andrew Hansen helped us put together. Warning,
get your tissues ready:
https://vimeo.com/522942297/07ed817383
Thank you to all of our dedicated staff, advisory board
members, and sponsors for helping make this a success. Visit our Facebook event page for daily updates on
some of the items we will be auctioning off! Springfield
Catholic Charities Virtual Auction | Facebook. If you are
not interested in the items but still want to make a donation to Catholic Charities, you can do so by visiting cc.dio.org.

NOONAN
801 North Grand Ave. E.
528-1513

		
		

3031 S Koke Mill
546-RENT

217-522-1944

And
510 Bruns Lane
787-7225

Parishioner

Northfield Inn

RAMADA LTD.
NORTH

Suite & Conference Center

(217) 523-4000

3281 Northfield Drive
Springfield, IL 62702

(217) 523-7900

3280 Northfield Drive
Springfield, IL 62702

• 10 Minutes from Downtown Springfield & Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum
• Minutes from IL State Fairgrounds
• Banquet & Conference Space Available
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast

Commercial
Sweeping
PAVING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• Driveways • Parking Lots • Asphalt Patching
• Striping • Seal Coating • Crack Filling
• Steam Power Washing • Snow Removal
• Overlays • Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Office 217-528-9407
www.ronfurmanspaving.com
3600 N. DIRKSEN PKWY • SPRINGFIELD, IL

544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com

544-4646

butlerfuneralhomes.

544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com

com

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING

DR. CHRIS REID
DR. SHAY REID
DR. SHAUGHN REID

“Helping you say goodbye,
with dignity and respect.”

217.698.5800

“Helping you say goodbye,
with dignity and respect.”

reidfamilywellness.com

SECURITY SYSTEMS
“We Provide You
With
Peace-of-Mind”

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today!
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

440 N. First St., Springfield

744-9000
Eliminate the uncertainty
and financial burden.

217-544-2122
Kari Jones, CPC
Certified Preplanning Consultant
Kari@StaabFamily.com
StaabFuneralHomes.com
Contact Kari for your personal visit
to Plan Ahead. 217.528.6461

1550 Recreation Dr. Springfield
sonnyadamspest.com

Throop & Son
Tree Service
Since 1929

Earl Throop
u 2626 East Andrew Road Sherman

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

217-528-8523

St. John Vianney, Sherman, IL

A 4C 01-0767

