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St. John Vianney 
902 St. John Dr, Sherman 

Holy Family 
309 Springfield Rd, Athens 

sjv.dio.org 
hfa.dio.org 
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Music Ministry: 
SJV: Lori Saathoff 

lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org 
HF: Deana Corbin 

 
SJV Council Chair: 

Victoria Kennedy 415-8308 
 victoriak4@zoho.com 

 
HF Stewardship Committee: 

Ken Tasset kwtasset11@gmail.com 
  

Faith Formation Coordinators :  
Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner 

psr@sjv.dio.org 
 

SJV YG Coord: Molly Ishmael  
mnh82@hotmail.com 

 
Women's Society President: 

Barb Doud bdoudlinn@yahoo.com 
 

 Pro-Life Coordinator: 
Valerie Henderson at   tvh@casscomm.com 

 
Tribunal Advocate:  

Rita Friedewald  
ritafriedewald@yahoo.com 

 
 RCIA:  

Cliff & Carol Shehorn 553-0039 
cliffcarol@yahoo.com 

 
HF Parish Nurse:  

Amy Baughman 636-7594 
 
 

 
 

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight : 
David Sweeney dsweeknee@gmail.com  
cell 899-0952 Website: sjvkc.org  

 
Council 5754 KC Grand Knight :  

William Stone  
Contact Financial Sec: Darrell Roll 

darrell.roll@sbcglobal.net 
 

Caregivers Ministry:  
Cindy Bahner 741-0224 or  

cbee355@aol.com 
 

Prayer Line:   
SJV: Terry Willis 725-2005 or 

ter2will@aol.com 
HF: Paulette Doellman at 636-7227 

 
Please contact the parish office  
to register as a new parishioner,  

arrange for a baptism, schedule a wed-
ding (6 months’ notice is required) or 
request the Sacrament of the Sick. 

 

Submission requests for the bulle-
tin are due Tuesdays by noon.  

 

Assisted hearing devices available at 
SJV upon request from ushers 

 

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation 
To report allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by 
clergy, even if it is in the past, individuals are encour-
aged to call 217-321-1155. Individuals may also 
contact the Illinois Department of Children and 
Family Services Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-25-
ABUSE, or contact your local police authority. 

 

 

St. John Vianney & 
Holy Family Office 

 
Address: 902 St. John Dr, 

P.O. Box 229, Sherman, IL 62684 
 

Phone: 217-523-3816  
Fax: 217-523-3954 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30a-4:00p 
 

Pastor: Fr. George Nellikunnel  
frgeorge@sjv.dio.org 

 
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Maurice Yonta  

myonta@sjv.dio.org  
  

Deacon: Ben Hoefler 
bhoefler@dio.org  

 
Office Manager:  Stacy Saladino  

ssaladino@sjv.dio.org  
 

Bookkeeper :  Lynda Cliburn 
lcliburn@sjv.dio.org 

 
 

 

St. John Vianney 
Saturday Vigil : 5:00pm 

Sunday : 9:00am 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8:00am 

Wednesday: 6:00pm 
Reconciliation 

Saturday: 4:00-4:45pm 
Wednesday: 5:00-5:30pm 

or by appointment 
 

Holy Family 
Sunday : 11:00am 
Tuesday: 6:30pm 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday: 6:00-6:20pm 

or by appointment 
 
 

Holyday Masses As Announced 

Parish Information 

Mass Schedule 

April 11, 2021  Second Sunday of  Easter 



 
 
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus Christ,  
 
Some time I have wondered whether God is punishing 
us with COVID-19 pandemic. I have even heard some 
people saying that the pandemic is God’s punishment 
for our sins. Friends, this is certainly not true at all! 
How can the God who so loved us that He gave us His 
only Beloved Son punish us with a pandemic? How can 
the God who sacrificed His only Son in order to save us 
from eternal death contradict Himself by sending us a 
deadly virus? How can the Son of God who, while suf-
fering on the cross, asked His Father to forgive us, now 
ask the Father to punish us? 
 
Dear friends, the primary aim of our God is saving souls 
and not the business of killing souls. God is in the work 
of saving souls because of His loving mercy. Therefore, 
as we celebrate the feast of God’s Divine Mercy Sunday 
today, may God take away from our minds and hearts 
all fears of divine punishment and fill us with His grace 
of mercy. It is true that sin creates a gap between us and 
God, He bridges the gap with His loving mercy. For this 
reason, Pope Francis says that Divine Mercy is “the 
bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to 
the hope of being loved forever despite our sinfulness.” 
In other words, the Pope says that Divine Mercy is “the 
ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet 
us.”  So, beloved, God comes to meet us with mercy and 
not punishment. 
 
One of the most moving stories came to us on October 
6, 2006, when an armed man entered an Amish school 
in, Pennsylvania. He chased out the little boys and lined 
up the 10 little girls in front of the blackboard. He shot 
all of them and then killed himself. Five of the girls 
died. After the police left, the families of the fallen 
came and carried their slain children home. They re-
moved their bloody clothes and washed the bodies. 
They sat for a time and mourned their beloved children. 
After a while they walked to the home of the man who 
killed their children. They told his widow they forgave 
her husband for what he had done, and they consoled 

her for the loss of her spouse. They buried their anger 
before they buried their children. Amish Christians 
teach us that forgiveness is central. They believe in a 
real sense that God’s forgiveness of themselves depends 
on their extending forgiveness to other people. That is 
what the mercy of God is all about. That mercy is why 
we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. Jesus demonstrated 
divine mercy by washing the feet of the rest of the 
Apostles and feeding them at the Last Supper. 
 
Friends, even today, Jesus, because of His great mercy, 
continues to wash the feet of those who deny or desert 
Him. Jesus knows that after washing, not just our feet, 
but our souls in baptism we will sometimes deny Him 
by not confidently or publicly expressing our faith in 
Jesus; or we will sometimes desert Him by our unfaith-
fulness, yet Jesus washes away our sins. Furthermore, 
even today, Jesus, because of His great mercy, contin-
ues to feed those who deny or desert Him. Jesus knows 
that after feeding us with His most precious Body and 
Blood, we will sometimes deny or desert Him, yet He 
continues to feed us, because of His great mercy. 
 
Again, Jesus demonstrated divine mercy by forgiving, 
while in great pain on the cross, those who betrayed, 
denied, deserted, falsely accused, mercilessly tortured, 
unjustly condemned, heartlessly crucified, and unfairly 
mocked Him. Friends, even today, Jesus continues to 
demonstrate divine mercy by showing us kindness and 
forgiving us, despite the pain our sins cause His Sacred 
Heart. Furthermore, how can the Lord, who foresaw and 
predicted the denial by Peter ,who responded that he 
would die with the Lord but actually failed to do so, say 
to them: “Peace be with you” (John 20:21); This is truly 
the demonstration of divine mercy! 
 
Friends, to conclude, I wish to recall a command of our 
Lord which is so dear to Pope Francis: ‘Be merciful, 
just as your heavenly Father is merciful’ (Luke 6:36). 
This verse should guide how we always relate with fam-
ily, friends, and other neighbors.  
 
Thank you and God Bless you all, 
 
Fr. George Nellikunnel 

Please note:  Masks are required at ALL times while inside the church,  
except at the moment of receiving the Body of Christ.  

It’s time… welcome back to Mass 
Bishop Thomas John Paprocki announced that, effective April 11, the general dispensa-
tion from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days will be modified to 
be limited to the following groups:  
Those 65 years of age or older; Those at risk for severe illness due to underlying medical 
conditions as described by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Those who 
care for the sick, homebound, or infirmed; Those women who are pregnant; Those who 

cannot be accommodated at Mass because the church was at safe-distancing capacity. Those who are sick or 
came in contact with someone with COVID-19/flu are obligated to stay home and are therefore excused.  
 

All other Catholics not in those categories in the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois are obligated to attend 
Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation, effective April 11, beginning with the Saturday anticipated 
Masses the evening before. Answers to questions can be found at dio.org/backtomass.  



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Eye Has Not Seen 
 

They say seeing is believing. But if you’ve ever ordered a pair 
of pants online, you know that’s not always the case. Whatever 
the photos promise us, what looked like a perfectly nice shade 
of navy blue on our computer screens comes in the mail as an 
unusual shade of blue green that only appears in the giant box 
of Crayola crayons. 
 
The Apostle Thomas, who couldn’t bring himself to accept that 
Jesus had risen from the dead without seeing him, is such an 
utterly relatable figure in the Gospels. Thomas is still reeling 
from a loss — not only of his good friend but his Lord, who 
was taken prisoner and crucified before his eyes. Thomas is 
guarding himself. He’s not believing the hype. He’s going to be 
the only judge of what is real and what is fiction. 
 
Would any of us be any different? We’ve all had those 
thoughts. Can we believe it all — Jesus, salvation history, the 
Eucharist — when we haven’t seen it with our own two eyes? 
 
That’s when we need to remember that those two eyes were 
absolutely positive they had ordered a pair of navy blue pants. 
 
It’s easy for us to sit back stroking our chins in judgment at 
Thomas, “you didn’t believe the testimony of your friends!” 
But do we accept the testimony of our friends? The saints, the 
popes, the Church fathers themselves? 
 
Sometimes the things that are most worthy of believing can’t 
be seen with the naked eye. 
 
~ Tracy Earl Welliver                                                 ©LPi 

 

Youth  Group   
News  

      

                   April Calendar 
  

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
Junior High Youth Group  
4:00-5:30pm in the AC 

 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 
Senior High Youth Group  

4:00-5:30pm in the AC 
 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 
Combined Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group  

3:00-5:00pm in the AC 
 

Contact Molly Ishmael with any questions at 
217.416.1246 or mnh82@hotmail.com.  

HOLY FAMILY  
 

 

Please note:  Bible Study 
is POSTPONED 

and will resume on  
Wednesday, April 21st 

                                Thank you for all the  
                               beautiful cards, kind  

                               words, prayers, Masses, 
and other expressions of  sympathy on the 

loss of  our parents and grandparents,  
Ben and Monique Gaston.  

They are greatly appreciated.   
~ The Gaston family 

Dive Deep - Podcast 
Running for a Higher Purpose 
h!ps://podcast.dio.org/  
Eight steps to spiritual and physi-
cal fitness – that’s the theme of 
Bishop Thomas John Paprocki’s 

new book, Running for a Higher Purpose, now availa-
ble for purchase at holygoalie.net. Perfect for run-
ners, Bishop Paprocki joins Dive Deep to explain why 
the book may be exactly what you need to give your 
spiritual and physical well-being a boost. Also, don’t 
miss your opportunity to learn how you could win a 
free, signed copy of the book!  



(† indicates deceased) 
Monday, April 12 
       Easter Weekday 
        8:00am— Norma Jean Darovec †          
Tuesday, April 13 
         Easter Weekday 
       8:00am— Fr. George & Fr. Maurice  
   HF 6:30pm— James R. Smith †          
Wednesday, April 14 
        Easter Weekday 
          6:00pm— Anna Eleyidath †                         

Thursday, April 15 
       Easter Weekday 
         8:00am— All Souls †                                                               
Friday, April 16 
          Easter Weekday 
          8:00am— Norman Welker †                               
Saturday, April 17 
           Vigil 
          5:00pm—    For the People (Pro Populo)                
Sunday, April 18 
       Third Sunday of Easter  
         9:00am— Catholic War Veterans †   
         HF 11:00am— Deceased Members of the Jensen Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, April 11 
     St. John Vianney:  7:30am Parish Council Meeting 
                                                                                            4:00pm Junior High Youth Group            
                                                                                             5:00pm Mass  (all welcome)     
 
Tuesday, April 13 
       Holy Family:  2:00-5:30pm Adoration 
                                                                         6:00pm Rosary    
   
 Wednesday, April 14 
     St. John Vianney:  7:00am - 6:00pm Adoration 
                                                                                             5:30pm  Rosary 
 
Sunday, April 18 
     St. John Vianney:  4:00pm Senior High Youth Group 

St. John Vianney WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 
April 3 & 4, 2021  

Sunday Envelopes $4,023.00 
WeShare Dona#ons  $1,355.00 

Loose Collec#ons $45.00 
Total $5,423.00 
Weekly Budget $4,788.46 

Weekly Surplus / Shor%all $634.54 

Capital Improvements $155.00 
Building & Maintenance $230.00 

Easter Flowers $20.00 

Seminarians $275.00 

Holy Land/Good Friday $350.00 

Catholic Times $15.00 

Sunday Envelopes $1,542.00 
WeShare Dona#ons $5.00 
Loose Dona#ons $426.00 

Total $1,973.00 
Weekly Budget $1,377.69 

Weekly Surplus / Shor%all $595.31 

Building Fund $415.00 

Easter $365.00 

Holy Land/Good Friday $505.00 

Seminarians $150.00 

Holy Family WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 
April 4, 2021 

Saturday, April 17 — 8:00am (St. John Vianney) 
Lector:  Patty Vaughn 
Sacristan: Cliff Shehorn 
 
Sunday, April 18 — 9:00am (St. John Vianney) 
Lector:  Terry Willis 
Sacristan: John Barrett 
 

Sunday, April 18 — 11:00am (Holy Family) 
Lectors:  Randra Church (L)   Phyllis Muller (P)  

SUNDAY'S READINGS EXCERPTS  
 

First Reading: 
With great power the apostles bore witness 
to the resurrec#on of the Lord Jesus, 
and great favor was accorded them all. (Acts 4:33) 
 

Psalm: 
Give thanks to the Lord, for his is good,  
his love is everlas#ng. (Ps 118 )    
 

Second Reading: 
Everyone who believe that Jesus is the Christ is bego*en 
by God, and everyone who loves the Father 
loves also the one bego*en by him. (1 Jn 1:1a) 
 

Gospel: 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” (Jn 20:21)          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      ©LPi 

Riverton K of C  Fish Frys  Drive Thru Only 
Friday, April 16th  ~  5:00 - 7:00pm   
Orders can be called in star#ng at 4pm  
to 629-7202 for Pickup star#ng at 5pm. 

 

Walleye Meal w/Fries or Baked Potato 
Shrimp Meal w/Fries or Baked Potato 

 

No public allowed inside.   All Meals $10.00 cash/checks Only 
Mark your calendar - Future Fry: May 7th 



Events at the Cathedral 
 

Hard Topics 
St. Peter, once wrote to his persecuted brothers and sis-
ters back in Asia Minor these tremendous words: "in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being pre-
pared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentle-
ness and respect."  Have you been persecuted for some-
thing your Chris#an faith asks you to do?  Are you uncer-
tain how to respond to  arguments nowadays levied 
against Christ, the Church, or the Sacraments?  Are you, 
or someone you know, unconvinced by the Church's 
teachings?   
Join Fr. Dominic Rankin for a conversa#on on those "hard 
topics" over which we find our faith challenged: Jesus' 
resurrec#on, the Eucharist, purgatory, Mary … the Pope, 
the scandals, Galileo … a male priesthood, cohabita#on, 
contracep#on, gender… all these topics and more will be 
candidly discussed, all ques#ons will be received, and we 
will come away with our Hope renewed in Christ! 
Wednesdays , April 14, 21, 28 @ 7:00PM  
Cathedral Atrium 

                                                         In today's Gospel,  Thomas had a  
                                                        hard #me believing his friends. 
Jesus was alive! They saw Jesus! Well, Thomas could not believe 
it. He needed proof. Thomas wanted to see Jesus for himself. 
Thomas wanted to touch Jesus' scars on his hands and his side. 
Once Thomas did that, then he would believe. You may have 
doub#ng friends like Thomas. Be pa#ent with them. Do not get 
angry with them. Love them instead, and gently tell the truth 
about Jesus. Ask Jesus to open their hearts, so they can believe 
in him, too. 

You’re Invited: An Open Door Session by Butler 
 

The Butler Family of Organizations extends an invi-
tation to all who are interested in learning more 
about advance planning, veterans benefits, burial 
and cremation options, cemetery planning, and 
more to join us for a lunch and learn program.   
 
We will host An Open Door Session on Funerals, 
Cremation, Cemetery and Advance Planning 
on Thursday, April 22nd from 11:30 am-1:30 pm at 
the Prairie View Reception Center, located at 
8865 State Rt. 4 in Chatham. 
 
Limited seating will be available in accordance with 
local safety measures and social distancing recom-
mendations.  Masks required when not seated. 
 
Complimentary box lunches will be provided.  This 
event is free: no cost or obligation.  
  
Please call 217-544-4646 to reserve your space 

no later than April 19. 

The Office for Pro-Life Ac#vi#es and Special Ministries is 
offering a PAID INTERNSHIP for Catholics.  The internship 
is to promote the diocesan Jus#ce and Hope program and 
gain experience working on behalf of those in poverty. The 
internship will provide opportuni#es to develop rela#on-
ships with community leaders and reflect on Catholic so-
cial teaching.  The internship is from September 2021 to 
May 2022 with an hourly rate of $14/hour.  Catholics with 
good wri#ng abili#es, willing to speak publicly, able to 
drive, and who have an interest in Catholic social jus#ce 
are encouraged to apply. Visit www.dio.org/plasm to 
download the applica#on.  Applica#on and resume must 
be submi*ed by April 19th.  Contact Donna Moore with 
any ques#ons at dmoore@dio.org or 217-321-1161.  

Parish Community Tithe  
formally known as ACSA 

Annual Catholic Services Appeal  
Thank you to those who have already con-
tributed to the Diocesan Annual Appeal 

ACSA/Parish Community Tithe. While the name 
changed, the func#on of the appeal remains the same 
this year.  Each of our parishes have a goal and an obli-
ga#on to reach it.   
 

The ACSA/PCT is assessed to each parish in the Dio-
cese to help support the mission and ministry offices 
of the Diocese.   
 

St. John Vianney’s Assessment for the 2020 fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2021 is $31,196.00.  So far, pledges 
totaling $16,110.00 have been received with 28 fami-
lies making pledges, leaving a shor%all of $15,086.00. 
 

Holy Family’s Assessment for the 2020 fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 2021 is $11,317.00.  So far, pledges total-
ing $3,145.00 have been received with 9 families mak-
ing pledges, leaving a shor%all of $8,172.00. 
 

Please prayerfully consider a dona#on.  If our pledges 
run short of the assessments set by the diocese, the 
amount is paid from each parish’s opera#ng funds.  
 

If you have any ques#ons you can contact Diocesan 
staff member Ka#e Price at kprice@dio.org or 217-321
-1121. If you would like to contribute, you can send 
dona#ons to your parish office with checks made pay-
able to Diocese of Springfield in IL or you may make 
your giQ online at dio.org/give.  
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Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

Throop & Son 
Tree Service

Since 1929

Earl Throop 
217-528-8523

544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com 

 
 

“Helping you say goodbye,  
with dignity and respect.”  

544-4646
butlerfuneralhomes.

com
544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com 

 
 

“Helping you say goodbye,  
with dignity and respect.”  

Parishioner

217-522-1944

NOONAN

   801 North Grand Ave. E. 
   528-1513

  And 
 3031 S Koke Mill 510 Bruns Lane 
 546-RENT 787-7225

RAMADA LTD. Northfield Inn  
NORTH Suite & Conference Center

(217) 523-4000 (217) 523-7900

3281 Northfield Drive 3280 Northfield Drive 
Springfield, IL 62702 Springfield, IL 62702

• 10 Minutes from Downtown Springfield & Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
• Minutes from IL State Fairgrounds        • Banquet & Conference Space Available 
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast 

Commercial 
Sweeping
PAVING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

• Driveways • Parking Lots • Asphalt Patching 
• Striping • Seal Coating • Crack Filling 

• Steam Power Washing • Snow Removal 
• Overlays • Free Estimates • Fully Insured 

Office 217-528-9407
www.ronfurmanspaving.com 

3600 N. DIRKSEN PKWY • SPRINGFIELD, IL

“We Provide You  
With  

Peace-of-Mind”

440 N. First St., Springfield 
744-9000

SECURITY SYSTEMS

217-544-2122 
1550 Recreation Dr. Springfield

sonnyadamspest.com

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING

DR. CHRIS REID 
DR. SHAY REID 

DR. SHAUGHN REID

217.698.5800 
reidfamilywellness.com

Eliminate the uncertainty 
and financial burden.

 
Kari Jones, CPC 

Certified Preplanning Consultant 
Kari@StaabFamily.com 

StaabFuneralHomes.com

Contact Kari for your personal visit 
to Plan Ahead. 217.528.6461

u 2626 East Andrew Road Sherman


