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Parish Pastoral Council Chair: 
Molly Kershaw  

725-1389 
 mskershaw@gmail.com  

 
Faith Formation Coordinators :  

Stacie Henderson/Jennifer Grebner 
psr@sjv.dio.org 

 
Youth Group Coordinator:  

Molly Ishmael  
mnh82@hotmail.com 

 
Women's Society President: 

Barb Doud  
bdoudlinn@yahoo.com 

 
 Pro-Life Coordinator: 

Valerie Henderson  
tvh@casscomm.com 

 
Tribunal Advocate:  

Rita Friedewald 
ritafriedewald@yahoo.com 

 
 RCIA & Bible Study:  
Cliff & Carol Shehorn  

553-0039 
cliffcarol@yahoo.com 

Caregivers Ministry:  
Cindy Bahner 741-0224 or  

cbee355@aol.com 
 
 

Council 14024 KC Grand Knight : 
David Sweeney  

dsweeknee@gmail.com  
cell 899-0952  

Website: sjvkc.org 
 

Prayer Line:   
SJV: Terry Willis 725-2005 or 

ter2will@aol.com 
 

Please contact the parish office  
to register as a new parishioner,  

arrange for a baptism, schedule a 
wedding (6 months’ notice is re-

quired) or request the Sacrament 
of the Sick. 

 
Submission requests for the 
bulletin are due before Noon 

on Tuesdays. 
 

Assisted hearing devices available 
at SJV upon request from ushers 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Parish Office 
 

Location: 902 St. John Dr, 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 229, 

Sherman, IL 62684 
 
 

Phone: 217-523-3816  
Fax: 217-523-3954 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30a-4:00p 
 
 

Pastor: Fr. Fredrick Chima Mbiere  
cmbiere@dio.org 
217-220-1837 

 
In Residence:  

Fr. Callistus Chukwudi Onumah 
conumah@dio.org 

 
Office Manager: Stacy Saladino  

ssaladino@sjv.dio.org  
 

Bookkeeper : Lynda Cliburn 
lcliburn@sjv.dio.org 

 
Music: Lori Saathoff 
lsaathoff@sjv.dio.org 

 
 

 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil : 5:00pm 

Sunday : 8:00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8:00am 

Wednesday: 6:00pm 
 

Holyday Masses As Announced 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday: 4:00-4:45pm 

Wednesday: 5:00-5:30pm 
or by appointment 

Parish Information 

Mass Schedule 

http://facebook.com/ 
sjvchurchsherman  

 Find us online at 
sjv.dio.org 



 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C 
NOVEMBER 28, 2021  

 

(Jer. 33:14-16; 1 Thess. 3:12-4:2; Lk.21:25 28,34–36) 
 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT: 
Best way to prepare for His Coming 

 

Beloved brothers and sisters, as we begin a special spiritual 
journey of Advent today, the Holy Mother Church reminds 
us through this Holy Season of Advent that we are a pilgrim 
people, aliens, and exiles in this age who long for our true 
home with God in his heavenly kingdom, and who await 
also with joyful hope the return of the Lord Jesus at the end 
of the age.  
 
The Season of Advent is actually the New Year of the 
CHURCH as it marks the beginning of the new Liturgical 
Year. The word Advent is translated from the Latin 
"Adventus “which itself was translated from the Greek 
"Parousia" meaning - showing forth, appearing, coming. 
Advent is a period of preparation and expectation, anticipa-
tion and remembrance, penance and waiting for the coming 
of the long-awaited MESSIAH. Historically, it was clear 
from the 1st reading of this first Sunday of Advent which 
was the prophecy of Jeremiah echoing, the days are coming 
when I will fulfill the promise, I made… I will raise up for 
David a just shoot… (Jer. 33:14-16).  
 
Although it was a message full of hope but still the people 
of Israel had to wait for 4,000 years for his coming. They 
could do nothing to hasten his coming, all they could do 
was to wait and pray. Advent is not only the recall of Is-
rael’s such long waiting for the Messiah’s first coming but 
also a time when we recall that Jesus will return at the end 
of history as the Judge. Just as Jesus declared in the Gospel 
that his return is certain, at his return he will then judge us, 
individually, on how well we have worked to spread his 
Kingdom on earth through our good lives. This is the focus 
of the season.  
 
We presently live in the important interval between Jesus’ 
first coming and his second coming. Our duty is not just to 
sit piously and gaze at the sky, recalling his first coming 
and anticipating his second coming but being about the mis-
sion he has sent us to. Paul’s message in the 2nd reading 
encourages us to abound in love for one another, be holy 
and blameless before God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus in the company of all his holy ones. It is a great 
expectation.  
 
Pleasing God always in whatever we do is the best way to 
prepare for the coming of the Lord, so that upon his coming 
whenever it will be, we are found vigilant as the Gospel 

tells us today. Our immediate preparation to receive him at 
Christmas could comprise of the cleaning of our hearts, 
minds, and souls in the sacrament of penance /confession. 
Is there anything I may have to do away with in this sea-
son?  Anything I can do to put smiles on the faces of others 
especially those in need of such? What one virtue can I 
choose to improve on in this period: charity, prudence, pa-
tience, etc?  May God be your strength!  
 
IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT ADVENT:  
The season is such that it is divided into two parts. Depend-
ing on the day it starts until the 16th of December makes up 
the first part (His coming as a king and Judge: - 2nd com-
ing), and from the 17th until 24th of December makes up 
the second part (His coming as a Messiah: - 1st coming, 
which has already happened).   
 
Advent technically has four Sundays of preparation, and it 
is symbolized by the ADVENT WREATH and the color 
used is purple or violet. 
 
THE CANDLES:  The candles stand for the 4 Sundays of 
hopeful waiting. Purple Color - symbolizes PENANCE or 
penitence as well as royalty color for CHRIST, THE AD-
VENT KING. 
 
The first candle is called the candle of HOPE/ Expectation 
or Prophecy candle and it is lighted on the first Sunday.  
 
The second candle is Bethlehem /Shepherd Candle/ the 
candle of LOVE, and it is lighted on the second Sunday.  
 
The third candle is the candle of JOY, and it is lighted on 
the third Sunday. It is pink or rose in color. This Sunday is 
called "Gaudete Sunday" - Joyful Sunday. Be joyful be-
cause Christmas has started casting its shadows on Advent. 
The time is close at hand hence we intensify our prepara-
tion.  
 
The fourth candle stands for Peace, and it is lighted on the 
fourth Sunday. The WHITE CANDLE is CHRIST candle, 
the LIGHT of the world. Its circular shape points to GOD 
whose mercy is eternal, the Alpha and Omega, the begin-
ning, and the end. The evergreen leaves of the Wreath sym-
bolize life and hope for the world. Have a fruitful Advent! 
 
Parish Workday: Owing to the COOKIE WALK on De-
cember 11, our parish workday is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 4. We are encouraged to come and join in this 
special parish monthly exercise. God bless you as you give 
Him your time. 
 
With hope that you had a fabulous THANKSGIVING with 
your families, relatives and friends, I pray for God’s bless-
ings on you and yours in the new week! 
 
FR. FREDDIE MBIERE 

Home Visits by Father Freddie  -  Father Freddie has added some December dates for his 
Home Visits.  He will visit a!er the dinner hour, so no worries about making a meal for the visit.   
Father wants to connect with his flock on a personal level and looks forward to giving each home a 
special blessing and offering you an opportunity to share your needs with him.   He has set aside the 

following dates in December for visits: 1st, 3rd, 8th, 9th, 13th, and 15th.  Visits are at 7:00pm.   
Please sign up on the sheet at the back of church or call the parish office.   

"For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." Ma!hew 18:20  



THANK YOU to all that came out to our 
November Workday!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for
Saturday, December 4th  8am - 12pm

(December workday moved to 12/4 due to the Cookie Walk.)

ST. JOHN VIANNEY

Bible Study will take a break from 
Meeting during the holidays.   

We will begin meeting again on 
Wednesday, January 5th. 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK     
Reflect on Scripture

Fulfilling the Promise.  This is the thrust of 
Advent.  We know Jesus came once; we be-
lieve, because of that, he comes again to 
bring the Reign and Kingdom of God to comple&on.  We, 
now, are in between those two comings.  How are we to 
live?  Not dismayed or anxious.  No, we are to be vigilant 
and strong, ever hopeful, full of right ac&on, jus&ce, and 
mercy.  We stand erect because God does not abandon us.  

¨ What dismays me about life today?  
¨ What will I do to please God, trus&ng I am and we 

are not abandoned?  
¨ What right ac&ons, what works of jus&ce and 

mercy will I do?  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Preparing the Manger
Where do you fall in the “Christmas-songs-in-November” 
debate — do you like them, tolerate them, or outright hate 
them? There’s no theological problem with Christmas songs 
in November outside of worship, even if it’s not everyone’s 
cup of tea. But there is a problem with getting so caught up in 
the baggage of the season — the trimmings, the gifts, the 
celebrations, all of which are marvelous in their own way —
that you forget to prepare the manger.
Every good Catholic knows that Lent is a penitential season. 
It’s hard to miss that point — Lent doesn’t even have any fun 
songs you can groove to on the radio. We are pretty good at 
recognizing that Lent calls us to examine ourselves. To deny 
ourselves. To give of ourselves. And most of all, Lent calls 
us to prepare, as a good steward does, for the return of our 
master.
It’s harder for us to remember that with Advent, but Advent 
is just as much of an opportunity for penance, preparation, 
and reconciliation to God — and just as much reason, too. 
The very name of the season — “advent” — encourages us 
to focus on what is coming, not what is already here. Be on 
guard, the readings tell us today, “so that your hearts are not 
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and (the coming of the Lord) catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap.”
So let us not forget — our master’s advent is upon us. And 
let us ask ourselves: how can we prepare the manger?
~Tracy Earl Welliver                                        ©LPi

St. John Vianney Parish 
Office Manager Posi#on

Our parish office manager, Stacy Saladino,
will re&re in December.  Therefore, SJV is seeking appli-
cants to fill this permanent part-#me posi#on.

The office manager provides administra&ve support to 
the pastor, staff members, and ministry leaders in ful-
filling the mission of the parish.  Tasks are primarily 
church office-oriented, but also include some volunteer 
coordina&on and media management.  

Applicants should be a practicing Catholic in full commun-
ion with and agree to the teachings of the Catholic Church, 
and must adhere to the diocesan code of conduct. 

SJV is looking for a friendly, efficient, a*en&on detailed, 
and organized person that is proficient in Microso! 
Office (including Publisher, Word, and Excel), has out-
standing wri*en and verbal communica&on skills who 
demonstrates effec&ve &me management and flexibility 
while maintaining a professional office environment, in-
cluding the ability to maintain confiden&ality. 

Please contact Father Freddie for more informa&on or to 
apply for this posi&on.

                                                        One day Jesus  will come  back to  
                                                        take us home to live with him in 
heaven. So when scary things happen around us, we do not 
need to be afraid. We can stand up tall, because we know heav-
en will be so much be*er than this world.



 

(† indicates deceased) 
Monday, November 29 
      Advent Weekday 
        8:00am— Wy Thompson †          
Tuesday, November 30 
       St. Andrew, Apostle 
       8:00am— All Souls †          
Wednesday, December 1 
        Advent Weekday 
        6:00pm— Doris Corlas †                         

Thursday, December 2 
       Advent Weekday 
         8:00am— Anna Eleyidath †                                                                  
Friday, December 3 
       St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
          8:00am— For the People (Pro Populo)                               
Saturday, December 4 
           Vigil 
          5:00pm—     Norma Jean Darovec † 
 

Sunday, December 5 
       Second Sunday of Advent  
         8:00am—    For the People (Pro Populo)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wed, Dec 1:     7:00am - 6:00pm Adoration 
                                                        5:30pm  Rosary 
                                                           6:45pm Finance Council Meeting 
 
Thu, Dec 2:  7:00pm KC Meeting 
 
Sat, Dec 4:  8:00am - 12:00pm  Parish Workday 

St. John Vianney WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 
November 20 & 21, 2021  

Sunday Envelopes $ 
WeShare  $ 

Loose Collec&ons $ 
Total $ 
Weekly Budget $4,788.46 

Weekly Surplus / Shor<all $ 

Capital Improvements $ 
Building & Maintenance $ 

Events at the Cathedral 
 

Novena in Honor of the Immaculate Concep#on 
The Cathedral will host the annual diocesan novena in 
honor of the Immaculate Concep&on, patroness of the 
United States, our diocese, and the Cathedral Parish. On 
the first day (Nov. 30), the novena prayer will be prayed 
at the conclusion of the 5:15pm Mass.  On December 1st 
through December 7th, a different preacher will offer a 
homily on an aspect of Marian theology and devo-
&on. These nights will include Eucharis&c Adora&on.  The 
novena will conclude at the 5:15pm Mass on December 
8th, the Feast of the Immaculate Concep&on, with the 
novena prayer offered at the conclusion of the Mass. 

 

First Night and Opening Mass:  
November 30th at 5:15pm  

 

December 1st thru 7th at 7:00pm each evening 
 

Last Night and Closing Mass:  
December 8th at 5:15pm 

 

Saturday, December 4 — 5:00pm (St. John Vianney) 
Lector:  Cliff Shehorn 
Eucharistic Minister: Kim Ausmus 
Server: SUB NEEDED 
 
Sunday, December 5 — 8:00am (St. John Vianney) 
Lector:  Terry Willis 
Eucharistic Minister: LaDonna Rowden 
Server: Will Brumleve 

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation To report alle-
gations of sexual abuse of a minor by clergy, even if it is in the past, 
individuals are encouraged to call 217-321-1155. Individuals may 
also contact the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 
Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-25-ABUSE, or contact your local 
police authority. 

This weekend, we will have a Second Collec#on  for the 
Diocesan Campaign for Jus#ce and Hope (DCJH).  Dona-
&ons make it possible to provide hope and assistance of 
food, clothing, housing, educa&on and medica&on to local 
people living in poverty.  100% of the contribu&ons goes to 
fund organiza&ons within our Diocese. If you miss the op-
portunity to help through your parish collec&on, you can 
s&ll contribute by mail or by going to:  www.dio.org/dcjh.   
The mailing address is: Catholic Pastoral Center, DCJH, Pro-
Life Ac&vi&es and Special Ministries, 1615 West Washing-
ton St., Springfield, IL 62702  

HOLIDAY PARISH SCHEDULE:  
 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception,  
(Holy Day of Obligation) Wednesday, December 8:  

2 Masses - 8am and 6pm 
 

Advent Communal Penance Service:  
December 12, at 2:30pm  - 3rd Sunday of Advent,  

 
Christmas Eve Mass: December 24, at 5pm 

Christmas Midnight Mass: December 25, at 12am 
Christmas Day Mass: December 25, at 8am 
No Saturday evening Mass on December 25 

 
Sunday, December 26: 2 Masses - 8am and 5pm 

 
New Year Day, January 1, 2022: Mass at 8am 

 
Saturday evening, January 1, 2022:  

Mass at 5pm as usual 
Sunday, January 2, 2022:  

Mass of the Epiphany at 8am 



IT’S ALMOST COOKIE TIME
The 21st Annual Cookie Walk is just around the corner.  

This holiday tradi&on is scheduled for Saturday, December 11th in the Ac&vity Center 
star&ng at 8:30am.  We will have our regular beau&ful and delicious cookies in a slightly 
new format.  Mask and gloves are required and you will be socially distanced.  Since we 

will not have vendors this year, we will spread out the cookie tables.  Safety is our utmost concern.  
Our Raffle will include an iPad Wi-Fi 64GB, $200 Humphrey’s Market Gi! Cer&ficate, a Women’s Society Cash 
Prize of $200 cash, and a $200 Cash Prize from Rick Gatschenberger, and many other area merchant prizes.  
Very soon, members of the Women’s Society will begin contac&ng all the families of the parish for 
homemade cookies, candies, or breads.  If for some reason you don’t hear from us, please contact 
Barb Doud at 217-415-1125 for informa&on.  All Cookies are welcome and needed.  Your generous 
support makes the Cookie Walk a success and is certainly most appreciated. 

Thank you, Cindy Trainor 217-414-4279, Cookie Walk Chairman & Michelle Campbell 217-523-1486, Raffle Chairman 

In memory of: Remembered by:
Stan Adams, Harry, Doris & Mary Corlas, Clara Welch Carolyn Adams

Melody Cianferri; Rosalie Cianferri; Lena Cianferri; Ronald Henderson; 
James Foster; William Clancy

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cianferri

Merle & Marie Davis; Ann & Larry Buhr; Marily Butchek; Daniel Conlon; 
William Doud; Kent Cassady; Richard Cassady; Katherine Franz

Barb Doud

Patricia Finnell; Denise Finnell; Susan Finnell; Tim Finnell John Finnell

Darovec Family; Bill Gray; Jim Bucci; Gene Mitchell; Susan Bobbitt;   
Lonnie Ceasar; Murphy Family

Juanita Gray

Val Contri; Gaio Family; Contril Family Mary Contri

Bill McCain; Debi McCain Jean McCain

Roger Ray; Tony & Flora Pescitelli; Kenneth & Maxine Ray;              
Mary Lullanless; Kathy Ford

Marilyn Ray

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Aurit; Mary Keyes; Charles Sherman Stanley Sherman

Michael Wise; Frank and Marian Camille Linda Wise

Friends and Family of Sadie Barnett Sadie Barnett

Friends and Family of Charles & Dawne Burgner Charles & Dawne Burgner

Friends and Family of Darren & Monica Wiesenmeyer Darren & Monica Wiesenmeyer

Friends and Family of Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Winterbauer Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Winterbauer

Friends and Family of Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Wright Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Wright
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Throop & Son 
Tree Service

Since 1929

Earl Throop 
217-528-8523

544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com 

 
 

“Helping you say goodbye,  
with dignity and respect.”  

544-4646
butlerfuneralhomes.

com
544-4646 · butlerfuneralhomes.com 

 
 

“Helping you say goodbye,  
with dignity and respect.”  

NOONAN

   801 North Grand Ave. E. 
   528-1513

  And 
 3031 S Koke Mill 510 Bruns Lane 
 546-RENT 787-7225

RAMADA LTD. Northfield Inn  
NORTH Suite & Conference Center

(217) 523-4000 (217) 523-7900

3281 Northfield Drive 3280 Northfield Drive 
Springfield, IL 62702 Springfield, IL 62702

• 10 Minutes from Downtown Springfield & Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum 
• Minutes from IL State Fairgrounds        • Banquet & Conference Space Available 
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast 

Commercial 
Sweeping
PAVING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

• Driveways • Parking Lots • Asphalt Patching 
• Striping • Seal Coating • Crack Filling 

• Steam Power Washing • Snow Removal 
• Overlays • Free Estimates • Fully Insured 

Office 217-528-9407
www.ronfurmanspaving.com 

3600 N. DIRKSEN PKWY • SPRINGFIELD, IL

“We Provide You  
With  

Peace-of-Mind”

440 N. First St., Springfield 
744-9000

SECURITY SYSTEMS

217-544-2122 
1550 Recreation Dr. Springfield

sonnyadamspest.com

CHIROPRACTIC • NUTRITION • BRAIN BALANCING

DR. CHRIS REID 
DR. SHAY REID 

DR. SHAUGHN REID

217.698.5800 
reidfamilywellness.com

Eliminate the uncertainty 
and financial burden.

 
Kari Jones, CPC 

Certified Preplanning Consultant 
Kari@StaabFamily.com 

StaabFuneralHomes.com

Contact Kari for your personal visit 
to Plan Ahead. 217.528.6461

u 2626 East Andrew Road Sherman

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613

YOU CAN’T TEACH COMPASSION 
Our people make the difference

Sharon Reynolds 
Administrator The Villas in Sherman 
With Maggie ~ Our House Support Buddy 

(217) 744-2299 
villasseniorcare.com

DR. JOHN CURRY

Petersburg & Springfield

(217) 502-1181

www.currychiro.com


