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Current Mass Schedules 

Weekend:  Sunday 10:30 am 

 Saturday 4:00 pm & Sunday 8:30 -

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Weekday: Monday—Thursday 8:15am 

Communion Services—Saturday 8:15am 

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Holyday: announced times in bulletin. 

 

Sunday 10:30 am Mass will be also live  

 

Streamed Facebook Page 

Sacraments 

Baptism: Call parish office for 

 appointment and preparation. 

Confession:  

1st Sat. each month following 4:00 pm 

Mass Canceled - By appointment 

Marriage: Please contact priest at least 

       six months in advance. 

 

Bulletin Deadline-Monday Noon 

ST. STEPHEN MARTYR 

2931 PINDELL AVENUE • LOUISVILLE, KY 40217 

w w w . s s m a r t y r . o r g  

Parish Office......................................... 635-5813 

School ................................................... 635-7141 

Cafeteria ............................................... 635-6895 

 .......................... 635-3505 

Activities Center .................................. 635-3505 

St. Vincent de Paul ............................. 635-4414 

 

Staff 

Pastor 

Rev. Harry J. Gelthaus 

hgelthaus@ssmartyr.org 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Steve DaPonte 

daponte156@gmail.com 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Syl Nitzken 

Director of Music 

Stuart Wicke 

swicke@ssmartyr.org 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Celeste Fautz 

cfautz@ssmartyr.org 

Principal 

Mrs. Bridget Britt 

bbritt@ssmartyr.org 

CRE 

Stacey Smith 

ssmith@ssmartyr.org 

Pre-School Director 

Mrs. Rebecca Jenkins 

rjenkins@ssmartyr.org 

 

Parish Council 

Pastor, Fr. Harry Gelthaus 

Chairperson, Patty Norton………….…..773-6356 

Administration/Finance,Ray Brown.648-5667 

Parish Life, Patty Norton……….……….773-6356 

Worship, Vacant…………………..……....…..…..…..... 

Recording Secretary, Vacant………………….……… 

Rob Greenwell……………………………...936-0245 

Heather Schardein………………………..387-9096 

 

St. Stephen Martyr Parish Vision: 

To be a community that loves and serves God 

and one another 

 

St. Stephen Martyr 

Parish Mission Statement: 

To worship God as a Catholic faith 

community for the salvation of all 



   Time, Talent and Treasure 

   Fostering Stewardship as a Way of Life 

 

Year to Date  8/14/2020   $  442272.10 

Year to Date  8/14/2019   $  492220.17 

  

Thanks to all those who continue to donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

   

 

 . . . .and for all our sick and homebound. 

 . . . and all our families who remain homebound due to virus concerns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily readings (including audio files) are available on the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops website  www.usccb.org.   

 

Mass of the Air Schedule (ASL Interpreted) (www.massoftheair.com): 

11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on the Faith Channel, Inc. (Spectrum channel 19), 

Louisville, KY. This Mass also is streamed live on the Faith Channel at 

www.faithtvlive.com.  

 

10:30 a.m. on WHAS-TV (channel 11), Louisville, KY and whas11.com under 

the “Live Video” tab.  

 

9 a.m. on WBKI-TV (Spectrum Channel 7).  

 

Links to live streaming of Masses at the various parishes throughout the 

Archdiocese may be found on the Archdiocese of Louisville site 

www.archlou.org/covid-19.   

 

Mass at SSM will continue to be live streamed on Facebook each Sunday at 

10:30am via a link provided at ssmartyr.org. 
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St. Stephen Martyr 

Cindy Arnold 

Patrick Barker 

Brad Bohannon 

Gayle Boone 

Cecelia Brand 

Chuck Byrd 

Charlie Cecil 

Marty Elms 

Robin Evernham 

Heather Frazier 

Kenneth Gibson 

Elaine Goehringer 

Sr. Loretta Guenther 

Rita Elaine Hamilton 

Steven Head  

Doug Heil 

David Hoagland  

Maria Hoyos 

Ann Huso 

Janet Jacobi  

Janet Jarboe 

Bertha Kamer 

Damien Kline  

Kaye Lashley  

Sally Lawrence 

Thurman Lear 

Jan Lewis 

Beth Mans 

Betty McGill 

Brendon McKeehan 

Diane Modes 

Rev. James W. Murphy 

Mary Rita Noonan   

Liz Nussbaum 

Ellie Nunn  

Ryan Northcutt 

Sydney Partee 

Terry Phelps 

James Price 

Patricia Ringswald 

Phyllis Schultz  

Herman Seadler 

Vivian Seger  

Tom Steinbock 

Joey Sullivan  

Lisa Swikert 

Lydia Turner 

Tish Wagner 

Bruce Wallace  

Cheryl Westbay 

Janet White 

Belinda Willinger 

“ . . . who do people say that I am?”     Mathew 16:13 

 

The answers the disciples gave varied because they recognized 

some of the attributes of individual prophets in Jesus.  Peter saw 

what the Messiah was supposed to be because Jesus reflected who 

he was.  A steward reflects generosity and this is immediately recog-

nizable to all that he/she meets. 

Readings for the week of  08/23/2020 

Sun:  Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 

11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20  

Mon:  Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 

[12]/Jn 1:45-51  

Tue:  2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 

[13b]/Mt 23:23-26  

Wed:  2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1]/Mt 

23:27-32      

Thurs: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1]/Mt 

24:42-51  

Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5]/Mt 

25:1-13  

Sat: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab 

and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17-29  

Next Sun:  Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/

Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27  

 

Why Do We Do That 

Catholic Life Explained 

 

Why are only men allowed to be 

priests or deacons in the Church?  

 

  One of the most debated and — in some circles — 

contentious teachings of the Church is that only 

men can be ordained as priests and deacons. Crit-

ics see it as a way of strengthening a patriarchal 

system in which women have little or no voice. 

Those who support this teaching look to New Testa-

ment teaching (where we read of Jesus choosing 

only men to be apostles) and the long-standing 

practice of the Church. This was certainly the per-

spective of St. John Paul II who, in his 1994 apostol-

ic letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, closed the discus-

sion on the possibility of ordaining women as 

priests.  

  In the letter, he reflected on the dignity of women 

and their call to share in the life and mission of the 

Church, but he concluded by solemnly declaring 

that “the Church has no authority whatsoever to 

confer priestly ordination on women and that this 

judgement is to be definitely held by all the Church’s 

faithful” (no. 4). This position has been upheld by 

Pope Francis in interviews, most notably as he re-

turned from his 2016 visit to Sweden.  

  The ordination of women to the diaconate is anoth-

er question and one which is being studied. In 

2016, Pope Francis created a 12-member commis-

sion to study the question from several perspectives 

(theological, liturgical, historical, etc.). The commis-

sion issued an initial report for Pope Francis who 

later said that the commission had not yet produced 

a “definite response” to the question because of a 

lack of agreement on the role of female deacons in 

the Early Church.  

   For now, however, regardless of what changes 

might come from ongoing study and debate, the 

Church continues to reserve ordination to the diaco-

nate to men only, recognizing a vital link between 

the diaconate and the priesthood and the lack of 

certainty about the presence and function of female 

deacons throughout history.  
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Louisville, Kentucky 

 

 

 

 

Our Struggles May Be Our Victories 

 

    A little boy once found a cocoon of a butterfly. 

He brought it home to see what it would do.  

One day a small opening appeared.  He sat and 

watched the butterfly for several hours as it 

struggled to force its body through that little 

hole.  Then the butterfly finally stopped strug-

gling and it looked as if it was stuck.   

 

  The boy decided to help the butterfly. He took a pair of scissors and 

snipped off the remaining bit of the cocoon.  The butterfly then emerged 

easily, although it had a swollen body and small, shriveled wings.   

  The boy didn’t think anything of it, and sat there waiting for the wings 

to enlarge to support the butterfly.  But that didn’t happen.  The butterfly 

spent the rest of its life unable to fly, crawling around with tiny wings 

and a swollen body.   

 

  Despite the kind heart of the boy, he didn’t understand that the re-

stricting cocoon and the struggle needed by the butterfly to get itself 

through the small opening were God’s way of forcing fluid from the body 

of the butterfly into its wings to prepare itself for flying once it was out of 

the cocoon.  

 

  Like the butterfly, our struggles in life can develop our strength and 

character.  Without struggles we never grow and never get stronger.  

Often it is tempting to get upset and angry when life becomes difficult 

and doesn’t go our way.  Struggles can cause us to be sour and become 

grumpy towards others.  

 

  Perhaps our struggles are God’s way of showing us how we to can grow 

through adversity. Possibly we will be able to understand others suffer-

ing and pain and thus empathize with them because of what we our-

selves have gone through. Maybe we could even become more like   

Jesus who accepted agonizing pain on the cross for our salvation. Thus 

struggles don’t always have to cause us sorrow and pain but allow us to 

be better because of them.  

 

F�. H�r�	  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Archbishop Kurtz has issued a dispensation from the obligation to at-

tend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation for the Archdiocese 

of Louisville until further notice even as in person Masses have begun to 

be held. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.      

 

Amen 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Live the Liturgy—Questions of the Week 

 

First Reading - The Lord condemns Shebna (a scribe under King Hezeki-

ah) for ignoring Isaiah’s prophetic warning and elevates Eliakim with “a 

seat of honor.” How well do you listen to prophetic voices?  

 

Second Reading - We hear today Paul’s concluding remarks from Ro-

mans 9:11 (reflections on God’s plan of salvation for Jews and Gentiles). 

Paul contends that God’s ways are beyond our understanding. Do you 

find this comforting or unsettling?  

 

Gospel Reading - Jesus informs Peter that his confession of him as “the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God” is divinely inspired. How do you im-

agine Peter personally reacted to the news of this revelation?  
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August 23, 2020 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF August 23, 2020  

 

    Sunday:  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

    Monday:  St. Bartholomew, Apostle  

    Tuesday:  St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest  

    Thursday:  St. Monica 

    Friday:   St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

    Saturday:  The Passion of St. John the Baptist  

    Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Passion of St. John the Baptist  

 

Feast Day:   August 29th    

 

   The Church celebrates the 

passion of St. John the Baptist 

who died approximately A.D. 

30.  We know from the Bible that 

he was the cousin of Jesus, the 

son of St. Elizabeth, and also the 

nephew of our Lady.  King Herod 

knew that John was a holy man, 

and he liked to hear John’s 

words, although he didn’t take 

them to heart.  He knew that he 

had to get control of him because of the crowds he was 

starting to build.  He was afraid to kill him, so instead he 

had him imprisoned.  

 

   According to the Gospels, Herod had imprisoned John 

because he spoke out about Herod divorcing his wife, and 

unlawfully taking the wife of his brother.  On Herod’s 

birthday, his new wife’s daughter danced before the king 

and his guests.  Her dancing pleased Herod so much that 

in his drunkenness he promised to give her anything she 

desired, up to half of his kingdom.  When the daughter 

asked her mother what she should ask for, she was told 

to ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter.  Herod 

was appalled by the request but reluctantly agreed and 

had John the Baptist executed in prison.  St. John the 

Baptist was beheaded, and his head was placed on a 

platter and given to Herod’s daughter.  

 

   Herod also feared that St. John’s influence and power 

over the people might cause a rebellion. Over time, Herod 

had suffered military disaster at the hands of Aretas his 

father-in-law, and many believed it was God’s punishment 

for his unrighteous behavior, and for taking the life of 

John the Baptist.  

  

Reflection — 

 

St. John the Baptist spoke the truth with great courage in 

calling others to a true change of heart, and to embrace 

the ways of God.  He did this not only by preaching, but 

also by example.  He fasted in the desert, and prepared 

the way for Jesus.  He had such a great courage, that he 

wasn’t fearful of speaking out about the immoral activities 

of his day.  This was the reasoning that led to his death, 

but he continued.  We can learn a lot from his life.  We 

too, can embrace the ways of God and speak out of the 

immorality of our day, and with the help of St. John the 

Baptist, we can prepare the way for Jesus to those around 

us.    

4b� 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Masses for the Week of  08/24/20 – 08/30/20 

 

Sunday, August 30 - 

 10:30 am Robert C. Heleringer † 

†=deceased 

Parish Calendar 

Church and School Offices are open -  

You will be met at the door to conduct most business. If 

there is a need to enter the building, then a mask or face 

covering will be required as well as social distancing. 

SSM facilities continue to remain closed to activities and 

events due to strict cleaning requirements associated with 

use of any meeting rooms or common spaces. Please con-

tact the Parish Office to request use of any room or facility  

on campus and we will see what can be worked out. 

 

The SSM Dare to Care Food Pantry continues to operate at 

this time.  In compliance with current distancing require-

ments, food is distributed out the door without allowing 

patrons to enter the building. The next food pantry distri-

bution will take place: 

Wednesday – 08/26/2020 –  

4:00-5:30 pm  Dare-to-Care Food Distribution  Weiker Rm 

 

Many thanks and much gratitude are extended to Dcn. 

Steve DaPonte and our food pantry volunteers for this 

valuable service that they continue to provide to the com-

munity at large. 

Conversations with Archbishop Kurtz�

�

    During segment one of September’s Conversations 

with Archbishop Kurtz, Chancellor Dr. Brian Reynolds 

and Archbishop Kurtz discuss the COVID�19 pandemic 

and how it has affected the Church and the world and 

in segment three, they discuss the Church teaching 

about the sin of racism.  In segment two of Conversa-

tions, Archbishop Kurtz welcomes guest Annette�

Mandley Turner, Executive Director of the Office of 

Multicultural Ministry, to talk about the work of her of-

fice and her decades�long work to combat racism in 

our Church and our communities.�

   Conversations airs on the Faith Channel (Spectrum 

channels 19 and digital channel 279) on Tues. at 7 

p.m., Wed. at 10 a.m., Fri. at 7 p.m., and Sat. at 4 p.m. 

It is on radio stations WLCR 1040 AM, Breadbox Me-

dia, and WLHN 95.3 FM in Meade County. In addition, 

Conversations can be downloaded for no charge 

through iTunes. Conversations also is available on 

Bardstown Cable Channel 19 (BRTV) at 7 p.m. on the 

first two Monday nights of the month and on Bard-

stown’s PLG TV on Tuesday afternoons at 4 p.m. and 

Saturdays and Sundays at 11:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.   

Conversations is online at �

www.archlou.org/conversations. �

First Full Week of School August 24 –August 28 
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OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF August 23, 2020  

 

    Sunday:  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

    Monday:  St. Bartholomew, Apostle  

    Tuesday:  St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest  

    Thursday:  St. Monica 

    Friday:   St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

    Saturday:  The Passion of St. John the Baptist  

    Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Passion of St. John the Baptist  

 

Feast Day:   August 29th    

 

   The Church celebrates the 

passion of St. John the Baptist 

who died approximately A.D. 

30.  We know from the Bible that 

he was the cousin of Jesus, the 

son of St. Elizabeth, and also the 

nephew of our Lady.  King Herod 

knew that John was a holy man, 

and he liked to hear John’s 

words, although he didn’t take 

them to heart.  He knew that he 

had to get control of him because of the crowds he was 

starting to build.  He was afraid to kill him, so instead he 

had him imprisoned.  

 

   According to the Gospels, Herod had imprisoned John 

because he spoke out about Herod divorcing his wife, and 

unlawfully taking the wife of his brother.  On Herod’s 

birthday, his new wife’s daughter danced before the king 

and his guests.  Her dancing pleased Herod so much that 

in his drunkenness he promised to give her anything she 

desired, up to half of his kingdom.  When the daughter 

asked her mother what she should ask for, she was told 

to ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter.  Herod 

was appalled by the request but reluctantly agreed and 

had John the Baptist executed in prison.  St. John the 

Baptist was beheaded, and his head was placed on a 

platter and given to Herod’s daughter.  

 

   Herod also feared that St. John’s influence and power 

over the people might cause a rebellion. Over time, Herod 

had suffered military disaster at the hands of Aretas his 

father-in-law, and many believed it was God’s punishment 

for his unrighteous behavior, and for taking the life of 

John the Baptist.  

  

Reflection — 

 

St. John the Baptist spoke the truth with great courage in 

calling others to a true change of heart, and to embrace 

the ways of God.  He did this not only by preaching, but 

also by example.  He fasted in the desert, and prepared 

the way for Jesus.  He had such a great courage, that he 

wasn’t fearful of speaking out about the immoral activities 

of his day.  This was the reasoning that led to his death, 

but he continued.  We can learn a lot from his life.  We 

too, can embrace the ways of God and speak out of the 

immorality of our day, and with the help of St. John the 

Baptist, we can prepare the way for Jesus to those around 

us.    
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You will be met at the door to conduct most business. If 

there is a need to enter the building, then a mask or face 

covering will be required as well as social distancing. 

SSM facilities continue to remain closed to activities and 

events due to strict cleaning requirements associated with 

use of any meeting rooms or common spaces. Please con-

tact the Parish Office to request use of any room or facility  

on campus and we will see what can be worked out. 

 

The SSM Dare to Care Food Pantry continues to operate at 

this time.  In compliance with current distancing require-

ments, food is distributed out the door without allowing 

patrons to enter the building. The next food pantry distri-

bution will take place: 
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Many thanks and much gratitude are extended to Dcn. 

Steve DaPonte and our food pantry volunteers for this 

valuable service that they continue to provide to the com-

munity at large. 

Conversations with Archbishop Kurtz�
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    During segment one of September’s Conversations 

with Archbishop Kurtz, Chancellor Dr. Brian Reynolds 

and Archbishop Kurtz discuss the COVID�19 pandemic 

and how it has affected the Church and the world and 

in segment three, they discuss the Church teaching 

about the sin of racism.  In segment two of Conversa-

tions, Archbishop Kurtz welcomes guest Annette�

Mandley Turner, Executive Director of the Office of 

Multicultural Ministry, to talk about the work of her of-

fice and her decades�long work to combat racism in 

our Church and our communities.�

   Conversations airs on the Faith Channel (Spectrum 

channels 19 and digital channel 279) on Tues. at 7 

p.m., Wed. at 10 a.m., Fri. at 7 p.m., and Sat. at 4 p.m. 

It is on radio stations WLCR 1040 AM, Breadbox Me-

dia, and WLHN 95.3 FM in Meade County. In addition, 

Conversations can be downloaded for no charge 

through iTunes. Conversations also is available on 
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www.archlou.org/conversations. �

First Full Week of School August 24 –August 28 



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Stephen Martyr, Louisville, KY A 4C 01-0770

Don F. Hinkebein
THE DFH COMPANY

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Chris & Alex Hinkebein 
968-6222

www.DFHCompany.com

Serving Kentuckiana 
car buyers 

for over 45 years!

502-964-8131

6015 Preston Hwy. 
Under the BIG American Flag. 

We ARE Ford in Louisville.  
www.fordlouisville.com 

James Weiter
Kim Wiggins

Owners
Parishioners

Ask us about our LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE solutions!

DITSLER INSURANCE INC 
1313 Lyndon Ln Lou KY 40222 

(502) 895-0812 Call Jerry, Russ or Stuart 
www.ditslerinsurance.com

SINCE 1865

BARRET AND ELLISON 
LOUISVILLE

TONY & CAROL REED 
OWNERS

451-8440 
www.bossefh.com

Baumer’s Quality 
auto Care llC

Ed Baumer, Parishioner
Quality Work

• Computer Diagnostic 
• Heating & Air Conditioning Service 
• Brake Repair

502-897-9288
1757 Mellwood Avenue

OSCAR’S HARDWARE
2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

GERMANTOWN • 636-3621 
1515 S. SHELBY

CRESCENT HILL • 893-2510 
2628 FRANKFORT AVE.

 Audubon 
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MINOR AUTO REPAIR 
JOE JONES, Prop.

3030 POPLAR LEVEL RD. 
637-4642

CARPET - HARDWOOD - VINYL - TILE
“SERVING THE LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY SINCE 1943”

937 South Shelby St. 
587-6871

AUTO   HOME   LIFE   BUSINESS 
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Chris Mackey 
Agency Manager 
Gardiner Lane Office 

Chris.Mackey@kyfb.com

459-4507
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“See your best * Look your best”
4000 POPLAR LEVEL ROAD 
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Dr. Rod Rallo          Dr. Thomas Keenan IV 
Dr. Beth Minton       Dr. Julie Rallo

 459-3800
Alex, Mike, & Jim Ratterman 

3800 Bardstown Rd. 40218

Caring, Personal Service 
in Your Hour of Need
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and Operated 

Since 1950

502-635-6371
2723 Preston Hwy.
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NaNcy F. ShackletoN, DMD, MS 
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637-2900
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