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Current Mass Schedules 

Weekend:  Sunday 10:30 am 

 Saturday 4:00 pm & Sunday 8:30 -

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Weekday: Monday—Thursday 8:15am 

Communion Services—Saturday 8:15am 

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Holyday: announced times in bulletin. 

 

Sunday 10:30 am Mass will be also live  

 

Streamed Facebook Page 

Sacraments 

Baptism: Call parish office for 

 appointment and preparation. 

Confession:  

1st Sat. each month following 4:00 pm 

Mass Canceled - By appointment 

Marriage: Please contact priest at least 

       six months in advance. 

 

Bulletin Deadline-Monday Noon 

ST. STEPHEN MARTYR 

2931 PINDELL AVENUE • LOUISVILLE, KY 40217 

w w w . s s m a r t y r . o r g  

Parish Office......................................... 635-5813 

School ................................................... 635-7141 

Cafeteria ............................................... 635-6895 

 .......................... 635-3505 

Activities Center .................................. 635-3505 

St. Vincent de Paul ............................. 635-4414 

 

Staff 

Pastor 

Rev. Harry J. Gelthaus 

hgelthaus@ssmartyr.org 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Steve DaPonte 

daponte156@gmail.com 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Syl Nitzken 

Director of Music 

Stuart Wicke 

swicke@ssmartyr.org 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Celeste Fautz 

cfautz@ssmartyr.org 

Principal 

Mrs. Bridget Britt 

bbritt@ssmartyr.org 

CRE 

Stacey Smith 

ssmith@ssmartyr.org 

Pre-School Director 

Mrs. Rebecca Jenkins 

rjenkins@ssmartyr.org 

 

Parish Council 

Pastor, Fr. Harry Gelthaus 

Chairperson, Patty Norton………….…..773-6356 

Administration/Finance,Ray Brown.648-5667 

Parish Life, Patty Norton……….……….773-6356 

Worship, Vacant…………………..……....…..…..…..... 

Recording Secretary, Vacant………………….……… 

Rob Greenwell……………………………...936-0245 

Heather Schardein………………………..387-9096 

 

St. Stephen Martyr Parish Vision: 

To be a community that loves and serves God 

and one another 

 

St. Stephen Martyr 

Parish Mission Statement: 

To worship God as a Catholic faith 

community for the salvation of all 



   Time, Talent and Treasure 

   Fostering Stewardship as a Way of Life 

 

Year to Date  9/18/2020   $ 441606.47 

Year to Date  9/18/2019   $ 495006.66 

  

Thanks to all those who continue to donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 . . . and for all our sick and homebound. 

 . . . and all our families who remain homebound due to virus concerns 

 

 

Daily readings (including audio files) are available on the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops website  www.usccb.org.   

 

Mass of the Air Schedule (ASL Interpreted) (www.massoftheair.com): 

11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on the Faith Channel, Inc. (Spectrum channel 19), 

Louisville, KY. This Mass also is streamed live on the Faith Channel at 

www.faithtvlive.com.  

 

10:30 a.m. on WHAS-TV (channel 11), Louisville, KY and whas11.com under 

the “Live Video” tab.  

 

9 a.m. on WBKI-TV (Spectrum Channel 7).  

 

Links to live streaming of Masses at the various parishes throughout the 

Archdiocese may be found on the Archdiocese of Louisville site 

www.archlou.org/covid-19.   

 

Mass at SSM will continue to be live streamed on Facebook each Sunday at 

10:30am via a link provided at ssmartyr.org. 
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St. Stephen Martyr 

Cindy Arnold 

Patrick Barker 

Brad Bohannon 

Gayle Boone 

Cecelia Brand 

Chuck Byrd 

Charlie Cecil 

Marty Elms 

Robin Evernham 

Trish Feger 

Heather Frazier 

Kenneth Gibson 

Elaine Goehringer 

Sr. Loretta Guenther 

Rita Elaine Hamilton 

Steven Head  

Doug Heil 

David Hoagland  

Maria Hoyos 

Ann Huso 

Janet Jacobi  

Janet Jarboe 

Bertha Kamer 

Damien Kline  

Kaye Lashley  

Sally Lawrence 

Thurman Lear 

Jan Lewis 

Beth Mans 

Betty McGill 

Brendon McKeehan 

Diane Modes 

Rev. James W. Murphy 

Mary Rita Noonan   

Liz Nussbaum 

Ellie Nunn  

Ryan Northcutt 

Sydney Partee 

Terry Phelps 

James Price 

Patricia Ringswald 

Phyllis Schultz  

Herman Seadler 

Steve Smith 

Barbara Smith 

Tom Steinbock 

Joey Sullivan  

Lisa Swikert 

Lydia Turner 

Tish Wagner 

Bruce Wallace  

Cheryl Westbay 

Janet White 

Belinda Willinger 

 

 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or concept, but in humility regard 

others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to those of others.”            Philippians 2:4-5 

 

Stewardship is often confused with volunteering. Stewardship is not 

primarily an activity, but a attitude — a wat of life. Giving our time, tal-

ent, and treasure involves a change of attitude. It is important to think 

of giving as a sign of how blessed we are and how using our gifts and 

talents for the good of others, demonstrates our gratitude to God. 

Readings for the week of  09/27/2020 

Sun:  Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1

-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32  

Mon:  Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7 [6]/Lk 9:46-

50  

Tue:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-

2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51  

Wed:  Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-

15 [3]/Lk 9:57-62  

Thurs:  Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14 

[13]/Lk 10:1-12  

Friday:  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4ab, 

4c-6, 10-11 [11]/Mt 18:1-5, 10  

Sat:  Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 

125, 130 [135]/Lk 10:17-24  

Next Sun:  Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-

20 [Is 5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43  

 

Why Do We Do That 

Catholic Life Explained 

 

Why do Catholics genuflect?  

 

   Genuflection is an act of devotion that literally 

means “to bend the knee.” For many Catholics, it’s 

an almost automatic gesture that we perform before 

entering our pew or row of seats at Mass. But, like 

many of the symbols and gestures of our faith tradi-

tion, genuflecting can also be an invitation for deep-

er reflection.  

   The practice of “bending the knee” is an ancient 

way of recognizing the presence of someone greater 

than we are. It has been said that the practice dates 

back to the time of Alexander the Great, but it be-

came a common part of etiquette in the royal courts 

of the Middle Ages. From throne rooms and palaces, 

it was a small step to genuflecting becoming part of 

the devotional lives of Christians, who used this 

secular gesture as a way of recognizing the pres-

ence of the One who is King of Kings, especially in 

the Eucharist.  

   Today, Catholics are asked to genuflect in the 

presence of the Blessed Sacrament (whether in the 

tabernacle or exposed on the altar during eucharis-

tic adoration). So, while it has become second na-

ture to genuflect before entering your seat in 

church, we should pay attention to where the 

Blessed Sacrament is kept in each church or chapel 

that we visit, and genuflect in the direction of the 

tabernacle where the Blessed Sacrament is kept. In 

churches or chapels in which the tabernacle is in a 

separate space, we are invited to simply bow toward 

the altar.  

   In addition to genuflecting before the Blessed Sac-

rament, we are also instructed to genuflect before 

the cross used for veneration on Good Friday 

(during the solemn celebrations of the Lord’s Pas-

sion) and any time a relic of the True Cross is dis-

played for veneration. This long-standing tradition is 

a way of honoring the cross as the great sign of our 

salvation and of showing devotion to the passion of 

Jesus.  

Parish Online Giving  

A “Donate to SSM Now!” link may be found in the upper 

right-hand corner of the parish web page at 

www.ssmartyr.org  It’s easy to set up recurring weekly 

or monthly donations to SSM parish or make a one-

time donation. 
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Louisville, Kentucky 

 

ARCHDIOCESAN ANNIVERSARY MASS 2020  

Registration deadline is Monday,  

September 28, 2020 

 

Due to COVID 19 procedures, this year’s Anni-

versary Mass with Archbishop Kurtz will be 

shown online. 

 

The mass will be filmed on October 8, 2020 

and made available via the Archdiocese You 

Tube Channel and website shortly thereafter.  

 

Couples celebrating milestone anniversaries of 

5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 and above in 

2020 are all encouraged to send their names, 

mailing addresses and number of years mar-

ried to their parishes right away so they can be 

recognized during this special mass. 

 

Contact your parish office to submit your infor-

mation.  

 

 

 

“His Bark is Worse than His Bite” 

 

When I was nine or ten years old a new family moved into the neighborhood.   

They lived just down the street from us.  This family happened to have a dog.  

But not just any dog.  It was the biggest dog I have ever seen.  It stood taller than 

me and all my friends.  Furthermore, not only was the dog huge but it was vi-

cious. It was a St. Bernard breed and to top it all off, its name was Bruiser.   

 

Every time we went to the playground, we had to pass by Bruiser’s yard.  Bruiser 

would be running along the fence barking and barking.  His bark was ferocious 

and so loud that it shook the windows in all the houses in the neighborhood. 

Bruiser was so terrifying that we began to cross the street on the way to the play-

ground to avoid him.  But even then we could hear his deafening bark and 

threatening snarl.  I pitied the kid who would ever have to encounter Bruiser face 

to face.   

 

Then that fateful day happened. I was that kid. It so happened that I was walking 

down the street by myself and as soon as I turned the corner there was Bruiser.  

He had gotten out of his yard.  We were face to face.  This time no security of a 

fence.  He was staring me down.  I froze as I watched the beast slowly approach 

me.  I knew this was curtains for me.  I was about to become Bruiser’s midafter-

noon snack.  I closed my eyes and braced for the inevitable.  But then, some-

thing happened that I didn’t expect.  A wet sloppy tongue raked across my face.  

I opened my eyes and there was Bruiser slobbering all over me.  His tail was go-

ing like a windmill.  Bruiser wasn’t vicious, he just wanted to play.  He even rolled 

over for a belly rub!   

 

Soon afterwards his owner came running looking for him.  He said, “Bruiser how 

did you get out?”  I told him I thought his dog was going to tear me apart when I 

first saw him loose.  He just laughed and said that Bruiser was a “big baby” who 

barked because he likes attention.  I misjudged Bruiser.  I thought Bruiser was 

mean and vicious only to find out that he was friendly and loved to play.  From 

then on I would open the gate and play with Bruiser.  Sometimes I would even 

bring him to my house to play.  I would feed him hotdogs or whatever I found in 

the refrigerator.  Bruiser loved to eat.  There was no food he didn’t like.  I remem-

ber my mother saying, “That dog is going to eat us out of house and home.” 

Bruiser and I had lots of fun together that summer.  I had a new friend for life!  

What a blessing God sent me.   

 

I judged Bruiser wrongly.  I thought Bruiser was a bad dog only to find out how 

friendly he was and brought much joy to me.  Sometimes we judge without even 

knowing someone.  We ourselves are judged by others as well.  I know that oth-

ers have judged me and I’ve never even had a conversation with them.  I’m sure 

you have had the same experience.  It doesn’t feel good to be judged.  That is 

why Jesus talked so much in the Gospels about not judging others.  He said that 

no one should judge because we have all made mistakes.  He once encountered 

a woman who was about to be stoned because she sinned.  He stopped those 

who about to stone her and said, “You who have not sinned can toss the first 

stone.”  No one tossed a stone and they all walked away.  Jesus forgave the 

woman. Maybe we should all just stop judging each other and if we do perhaps 

those we judged will be the Bruiser in our life. 

 

May God bless you. 

F�. H�r�	    

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

Archbishop Kurtz has issued a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 

on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation for the Archdiocese of Louisville until 

further notice even as in person Masses have begun to be held. 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.         

Amen 

Schools are ‘learning and adapting’  

amid pandemic  

BY MARNIE MCALLISTER   

ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS SEPTEMBER 17, 2020  

 

  Since the 2020-2021 school year began last 

month under the cloud of the coronavirus, the 

Archdiocese of Louisville’s 48 schools have 

been learning and adapting along with their 

nearly 19,000 students. 

 

  “We are learning, we are adapting and we 

know more than we did two or three weeks 

ago,” said Superintendent of Schools Leisa 

Schulz. “We are getting accustomed to some of 

it, however we know the coronavirus will contin-

ue. We know that things will ebb and flow in 

different ways and we have to be prepared to 

change.” 

 

  Already schools have adjusted their schedules 

and class sizes to create safer spaces, she not-

ed. Mask policies have become more restrictive 

at the advice of the health department. Stu-

dents are now wearing masks indoors at all 

times even when socially-distanced. Schulz 

said, “We are working in conjunction with our 

health departments, our leaders, our teachers, 

our parents and our students.”  

 

   One thing seems to remain constant — the 

approach to education in a pandemic is evolv-

ing.  

 

  That’s for one important reason Schulz added: 

“We want to make sure our in-person instruc-

tion is sustainable,” she said. “Barring any ma-

jor shifts or changes within the community 

(related to the pandemic). What are the things 

that are working well? What are the things that 

need changes, because we want to keep this 

going throughout the year?” 
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September 27,  2020 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF September 27, 2020  

 

 Sunday:  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 Monday:  St. Wenceslaus, Martyr; St. Lawrence Ruiz and 

Companions, Martyrs  

 Tuesday:  Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels  

 Wednesday:  St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

Thursday:   St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and 

Doctor of the Church   

 Friday:  The Holy Guardian Angels  

 Next Sunday: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Respect Life 

  Sunday  

4b� 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Masses for the Week of  09/27/20 – 10/04/20 

 

Sunday, October 04 - 

 10:30 am Andrew Ising  † 

†=deceased 

Parish Calendar 

Church and School Offices are open -  

You will be met at the door to conduct most business. If 

there is a need to enter the building, then a mask or face 

covering will be required as well as social distancing. 

SSM facilities continue to remain closed to activities and 

events due to strict cleaning requirements associated with 

use of any meeting rooms or common spaces. Please con-

tact the Parish Office to request use of any room or facility  

on campus and we will see what can be worked out. 

 

The SSM Dare to Care Food Pantry continues to operate at 

this time.  In compliance with current distancing require-

ments, food is distributed out the door without allowing 

patrons to enter the building. The next food pantry distri-

bution will take place: 

Wednesday – 09/30/2020 –  

4:00-5:30 pm  Dare-to-Care Food Distribution  Weiker Rm 

 

Many thanks and much gratitude are extended to Dcn. 

Steve DaPonte and our food pantry volunteers for this 

valuable service that they continue to provide to the com-

munity at large. 

St. Michael’s Church, Ballinasloe, County Galway, Ireland  

 

Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael’s Story 

 

  Angels—messengers from God—appear frequently in Scrip-

ture, but only Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are named. 

  Michael appears in Daniel’s vision as “the great prince” 

who defends Israel against its enemies; in the Book of Reve-

lation, he leads God’s armies to final victory over the forces 

of evil. Devotion to Michael is the oldest angelic devotion, 

rising in the East in the fourth century. The Church in the 

West began to observe a feast honoring Michael and the 

angels in the fifth century. 

  Gabriel also makes an appearance in Daniel’s visions, an-

nouncing Michael’s role in God’s plan. His best-known ap-

pearance is an encounter with a young Jewish girl named 

Mary, who consents to bear the Messiah. 

  Raphael’s activity is confined to the Old Testament story of 

Tobit. There he appears to guide Tobit’s son Tobiah through 

a series of fantastic adventures which lead to a threefold 

happy ending: Tobiah’s marriage to Sarah, the healing of 

Tobit’s blindness, and the restoration of the family fortune. 

  The memorials of Gabriel and Raphael were added to the 

Roman calendar in 1921. The 1970 revision of the calendar 

joined their individual feasts to Michael’s. 

 

Reflection 

Each of the archangels performs a different mission in Scrip-

ture: Michael protects; Gabriel announces; Raphael guides. 

Earlier belief that inexplicable events were due to the actions 

of spiritual beings has given way to a scientific world-view 

and a different sense of cause and effect. Yet believers still 

experience God’s protection, communication, and guidance 

in ways which defy description. We cannot dismiss angels too 

lightly. 

 

Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael are the Patron Saints of: 

Death 

Germany   St. Gabriel is the Patron Saint of: 

Grocers   Broadcasters  

Police Officers  St. Raphael is the Patron Saint of:  

Radiologists  The Blind  

 

           Catholic  Education Foundation 

 50/50 raffle  

 

Here's your opportunity to support the Catholic Education 

Foundation of Louisville and celebrate the storied St. X - 

Trinity football rivalry in a fun and exciting way!  One win-

ner will receive 50% of the proceeds from our 50-50 raf-

fle. Tickets are $25 each and all purchases are made 

online. Get in the game and join in the fun!    

 http://www.ceflou.org/raffle/ 

This raffle is in connection with CEF’s second largest fund-

raising event of the year, the Salute to THE GAME event. 

All proceeds (including the raffle) from this event are used 

to fund the Catholic Education Foundation’s tuition assis-

tance program. Many families in our community would not 

have the opportunity to send their children to a Catholic 

school without tuition assistance.   

     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

A total of 83 SSM school families (125 students) 

have received CEF tuition assistance awards to-

taling  $96,625 for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Thursday October 1 at 7pm 

 

Your support makes these ministries possible 

Free ultrasounds 

Free pregnancy 

services 

Parenting Education 

Baby closet 

supplies 

Journey of Hope 

Post abortion 

healing 

Bright 

Purity program in 

40+ schools 
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Don F. Hinkebein
THE DFH COMPANY

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Chris & Alex Hinkebein 
968-6222

www.DFHCompany.com

Serving Kentuckiana 
car buyers 

for over 45 years!

502-964-8131

6015 Preston Hwy. 
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We ARE Ford in Louisville.  
www.fordlouisville.com 
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Kim Wiggins
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DITSLER INSURANCE INC 
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• Brake Repair
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Louisville, KY 40213
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“See your best * Look your best”
4000 POPLAR LEVEL ROAD 
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Dr. Beth Minton       Dr. Julie Rallo

 459-3800
Alex, Mike, & Jim Ratterman 

3800 Bardstown Rd. 40218

Caring, Personal Service 
in Your Hour of Need
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and Operated 

Since 1950

502-635-6371
2723 Preston Hwy.
www.embry-bosse.com

R.D. Edwards, 
d.m.d., p.s.c.

Family Dentistry

3807 Freedom Way

969-3205

d
en

ti
st

Region’s leader in cancer care
NortonCancerInstitute.com • (502) 629-HOPE

NaNcy F. ShackletoN, DMD, MS 

SpecialiSt in OrthOdOnticS

3019 Preston Highway 

637-2900
www.orthoshack.com

TATE MEAGHER
Personal Injury and Car Wreck LawyerPersonal Injury and Car Wreck Lawyer

1041 Goss Avenue, Suite 3 • Louisville, KY1041 Goss Avenue, Suite 3 • Louisville, KY
Tate@calltate.comTate@calltate.com •  • (502) 309-9213(502) 309-9213

   www.calltate.com   www.calltate.com

Pahler’s 
Our Place Liquors

“Fine Wines & Liquors”

502-452-1142
3808 Poplar Level Rd.
Jim and Barbara Pahler

Contact Nancy MacMillan to place an ad today! 
nmacmillan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6426


