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Current Mass Schedules 

Weekend:  Sunday 10:30 am 

 Saturday 4:00 pm & Sunday 8:30 -

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Weekday: Monday—Thursday 8:15am 

Communion Services—Saturday 8:15am 

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Holyday: announced times in bulletin. 

 

Sunday 10:30 am Mass will be also live  

 

Streamed Facebook Page 

Sacraments 

Baptism: Call parish office for 

 appointment and preparation. 

Confession:  

1st Sat. each month following 4:00 pm 

Mass Canceled - By appointment 

Marriage: Please contact priest at least 

       six months in advance. 

 

Bulletin Deadline-Monday Noon 

ST. STEPHEN MARTYR 

2931 PINDELL AVENUE • LOUISVILLE, KY 40217 

w w w . s s m a r t y r . o r g  

Parish Office......................................... 635-5813 

School ................................................... 635-7141 

Cafeteria ............................................... 635-6895 

 .......................... 635-3505 

Activities Center .................................. 635-3505 

St. Vincent de Paul ............................. 635-4414 

 

Staff 

Pastor 

Rev. Harry J. Gelthaus 

hgelthaus@ssmartyr.org 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Steve DaPonte 

daponte156@gmail.com 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Syl Nitzken 

Director of Music 

Stuart Wicke 

swicke@ssmartyr.org 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Celeste Fautz 

cfautz@ssmartyr.org 

Principal 

Mrs. Bridget Britt 

bbritt@ssmartyr.org 

CRE 

Stacey Smith 

ssmith@ssmartyr.org 

Pre-School Director 

Mrs. Rebecca Jenkins 

rjenkins@ssmartyr.org 

 

Parish Council 

Pastor, Fr. Harry Gelthaus 

Chairperson, Patty Norton………….…..773-6356 

Administration/Finance,Ray Brown.648-5667 

Parish Life, Patty Norton……….……….773-6356 

Worship, Vacant…………………..……....…..…..…..... 

Recording Secretary, Vacant………………….……… 

Rob Greenwell……………………………...936-0245 

Heather Schardein………………………..387-9096 

 

St. Stephen Martyr Parish Vision: 

To be a community that loves and serves God 

and one another 

 

St. Stephen Martyr 

Parish Mission Statement: 

To worship God as a Catholic faith 

community for the salvation of all 



   Time, Talent and Treasure 

   Fostering Stewardship as a Way of Life 

 

Year to Date  9/25/2020   $  439163.55 

Year to Date  9/25/2019   $  493794.16 

 

  

Thanks 

to all 

those 

who 

continue 

to 

donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 . . . and for all our sick and homebound. 

 . . . and all our families who remain homebound 

due to virus concerns 

 

 

 

Join us in welcoming Adalynn McKeehan into our faith by the Sacrament of 

Baptism. 

 

 May this joyful occasion be a special start to knowing that God’s love will 

live in your precious child’s heart. 

 

 

Daily readings (including audio files) are available on the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops website  www.usccb.org.   

 

Mass of the Air Schedule (ASL Interpreted) (www.massoftheair.com): 

11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on the Faith Channel, Inc. (Spectrum channel 19), 

Louisville, KY. This Mass also is streamed live on the Faith Channel at 

www.faithtvlive.com.  

 

10:30 a.m. on WHAS-TV (channel 11), Louisville, KY and whas11.com under 

the “Live Video” tab.  

 

9 a.m. on WBKI-TV (Spectrum Channel 7).  
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St. Stephen Martyr 

Cindy Arnold 

Patrick Barker 

Brad Bohannon 

Gayle Boone 

Cecelia Brand 

Chuck Byrd 

Charlie Cecil 

Marty Elms 

Robin Evernham 

Trish Feger 

Heather Frazier 

Kenneth Gibson 

Elaine Goehringer 

Bobbie Gross 

Sr. Loretta Guenther 

Rita Elaine Hamilton 

Steven Head  

Doug Heil 

 

David Hoagland  

Maria Hoyos 

Ann Huso 

Janet Jacobi  

Janet Jarboe 

Bertha Kamer 

Damien Kline  

Kaye Lashley  

Sally Lawrence 

Thurman Lear 

Jan Lewis 

Beth Mans 

Betty McGill 

Brendon McKeehan 

Diane Modes 

Rev. James W. Murphy 

Mary Rita Noonan   

Ellie Nunn  

 

Liz Nussbaum 

Ryan Northcutt 

Sydney Partee 

Terry Phelps 

James Price 

Patricia Ringswald 

Phyllis Schultz  

Herman Seadler 

Steve Smith 

Barbara Smith 

Tom Steinbock 

Joey Sullivan  

Lisa Swikert 

Lydia Turner 

Tish Wagner 

Bruce Wallace  

Cheryl Westbay 

Janet White 

Belinda Willinger 

 

 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplica-

tion with thanksgiving; let your requests be made known to God. And 

the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard your 

hearts and minds in Jesus Christ.”            Philippians 4:6-7 

 

The opposite of Christian stewardship is fear. Giving to God “from the 

top” and not what is left over requires an inner assurance that God will 

provide for our needs. This assurance or faith is the solid foundation for 

the practical exercise of stewardship. 

Readings for the week of  10/4/2020 

Sun:  Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 

5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43  

Mon:  Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c [5]/

Lk 10:25-37  

Tue:  Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15 

[24b]/Lk 10:38-42  

Wed:  Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4  

Thurs:  Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [68]/Lk 

11:5-13  

Friday:  Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [5]/Lk 

11:15-26  

Sat:  Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Lk 

11:27-28  

Next Sun:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

[6cd]/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10  

 

Why Do We Do That 

Catholic Life Explained 

 

Why do Parishes Offer Special Masses 

like Thanksgiving and Memorial Day, 

even though they’re not Holy Days of 

Obligation? Am I obligated to attend?  

 

   Out of respect for the various civil celebrations 

that take place during the year, many dioceses and 

parishes will host special Masses. However, while it 

is always worthwhile to come together to worship as 

a community, Catholics are not obligated to attend 

these celebrations. As the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church notes, the only times that we are obligated 

to participate in celebrations of the Eucharist are on 

Sundays and holy days of obligation:  

The first precept (“You shall attend Mass on 

Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest 

from servile labor”) requires the faithful to 

sanctify the day commemorating the Resur-

rection of the Lord as well as the principal 

liturgical feasts honoring the mysteries of the 

Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the saints; 

in the first place, by participating in the Eu-

charistic celebration, in which the Christian 

community is gathered, and by resting from 

those works and activities which could im-

pede such a sanctification of these days.  

 

Voting in Kentucky  

  The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

teaches that “[i]t is necessary that all par-

ticipate, each according to his position and role, in 

promoting the common good. This obligation is in-

herent in the dignity of the human person (#1913). 

In the United States, one of the primary ways we 

participate is through voting. This year, Kentucky 

has made voting and registering to vote easier than 

ever before. www.GoVoteKY.com is the state’s por-

tal for new registrations, for updating one’s registra-

tion information, for applying for an absentee ballot, 

and for finding information about polling locations. 

The site also contains sample ballots for your coun-

ty. The deadline for new registrations (or for updat-

ing existing registrations) is October 5.  
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Louisville, Kentucky 

From the Desk of Bridget, School Principal 

 

   On September 22, I was overcome with emotion as I had the privilege to once 

again be a Eucharistic Minister to our students and staff.  A tear ran down my 

face as I said “Body of Christ” to a smiling fourth grade student’s face.  It has 

been almost six months since most of our student body or I have received physi-

cally the Body of Christ.   This experience reminded me of the same feeling I had 

the first time I received Holy Communion. I was overcome with emotions of excite-

ment, peace, relief, and mostly just love.   

 

   It has been a long six months; I have 

missed receiving the Eucharist in per-

son.  I can’t tell you how excited I am 

to not only to be able to receive Com-

munion but to also finally celebrate 

First Communion with our third grad-

ers, whose ceremony had been post-

poned last May because of the pan-

demic.  We are thankful for the next 

four weeks as we celebrate First Com-

munion in person with the second 

graders from last year.   

 

   Please keep these families in your 

thoughts and prayers as they take part 

in the next step in their Catholic faith 

journey.   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Archbishop Kurtz has issued a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 

on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation for the Archdiocese of Louisville until fur-

ther notice even as in person Masses have begun to be held. 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.      

Amen 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY Inspiration for the week  

 

  Who has authority over God’s kingdom? While we know that the obvious answer 

is Jesus, that is not the answer our lives always reveal.  We struggle with wanting 

control over God’s kingdom. We wrestle with ownership, privilege, status, and the 

protection of our rights. However, at the end of the day nothing in this world or in 

the one to come belongs to us. All that we see and know to be true belong to God, 

and Jesus is the only one who has any authority. How often do we defer any of our 

decision making to God?  We often conduct our business as if we are the owner, 

lord and master of it all, but sadly we are not.  God gives us the means and the 

potential to bear good Gospel-centered fruit. This desire and capacity exist within 

each individual.  Unless we really acknowledge and accept who is ultimately in 

charge, the type of love, justice, peace, and other good fruits God desires for the 

world will never be realized.  

 

First Reading—The prophets of ancient Israel often used the term “vineyard” as a 

metaphor for God’s chosen people. Why do you think Isaiah and the other proph-

ets saw this as an effective teaching tool?  

Second Reading  - Paul teaches the Philippians that prayer and a positive attitude 

is key to settling our anxious hearts and minds. When have you put this advice 

into practice?  

Gospel Reading—Jesus directs this harsh parable of the tenants to the religious 

leaders of Jerusalem. Do you think Jesus’ words led any of them to repentance?  

Walking with Moms in Need is a year of ser-

vice where Catholic parishes and communities 

"walk in the shoes" of local pregnant and par-

enting women in need. 

�� Everyone should know how to help moms in 

difficult circumstances. 

��While not trying to turn Catholic parishes 

into pregnancy centers, we can support lo-

cal pregnancy centers where they exist, and 

we can also find and share other resources 

with pregnant and parenting women. 

��  And where there are few local resources, 

we can create our own, based on the gifts of 

the parish community!  

 "Our goal is not only to identify gaps or areas 

with insufficient resources, but then to take 

concrete steps to expand the help available to 

mothers, not only during the pregnancy but for 

months and even years after the child's birth. 

We want to do everything possible to help 

both mother and child, not only survive but 

thrive." 

- Archbishop Joseph Naumann - Chair of 

USCCB Pro-Life Committee  

 

During Respect Life Month (October), the 

Archdiocese of Louisville Pro-life Office will 

host an online meeting to discuss Walking 

with Moms in Need in more detail.  Details will 

be shared in the coming weeks.  

 

Prayer for Walking  

With Moms in Need  

 

O Blessed Mother, you re-

ceived the good news of the 

incarnation of Christ, your 

Son, with faith and trust. Grant 

your protection to all pregnant 

mothers facing difficulties. 

  

Guide us as we strive to make our parish com-

munities places of welcome and assistance 

for mothers in need. Help us become instru-

ments of God's love and compassion.  

  

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously help us 

build a culture of life and a civilization of love, 

together with all people of good will, to the 

praise and glory of God, the Creator and lover 

of life.  

 

Amen. 
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October 4,  2020 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF October 4, 2020  

 

 Sunday:  27th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Respect Life 

    Sunday  

 Monday:  Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest  

 Tuesday:  St. Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, 

     Virgin 

 Wednesday:  Our Lady of the Rosary  

 Friday:  St. Denis, Bishop, and Companions, Martyrs; St. 

   John Leonardi, Priest  

 Next Sunday: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Masses for the Week of  10/4/20 – 10/11/20 

 

Sunday, October 11 - 

 10:30 am Allen Cassin † 

†=deceased 

Parish Calendar 

Church and School Offices are open -  

You will be met at the door to conduct most business. If 

there is a need to enter the building, then a mask or face 

covering will be required as well as social distancing. 

SSM facilities continue to remain closed to activities and 

events due to strict cleaning requirements associated with 

use of any meeting rooms or common spaces. Please con-

tact the Parish Office to request use of any room or facility  

on campus and we will see what can be worked out. 

 

The SSM Dare to Care Food Pantry continues to operate at 

this time.  In compliance with current distancing require-

ments, food is distributed out the door without allowing 

patrons to enter the building. The next food pantry distri-

bution will take place: 

Wednesday – 10/7/2020 –  

4:00-5:30 pm  Dare-to-Care Food Distribution  Weiker Rm 

 

Many thanks and much gratitude are extended to Dcn. 

Steve DaPonte and our food pantry volunteers for this 

valuable service that they continue to provide to the com-

munity at large. 

Respect Life Reflection 

 

   Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul II 

wrote that the Gospel of life is at the heart of 

Jesus’ saving message to the world 

(Evangelium vitae 1). In taking on human 

flesh, dwelling among us, and sacrificing his 

very life for our redemption, Christ reveals the profound dig-

nity of every human person. This God-given dignity does not 

change with our stage of life, abilities, level of independence, 

or any other varying circumstance.  

   Rather, it is rooted in the permanent fact that each of us is 

made in the image and likeness of God, created to share in 

the very life of God himself. The human person is a “manifes-

tation of God in the world, a sign of his presence, a trace of 

his glory” (EV 34). And we must reflect this truth in how we 

act and how we treat one another.   

  The truth of the Gospel of life is at the foundation of who we 

are as followers of Christ. In his earthly life, Jesus provided 

the perfect model for how we are to love our neighbor and 

live out the Gospel call: “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 

25:40).  

   Jesus calls each of us to “care for the other as a person for 

whom God has made us responsible” (EV 87). The Gospel of 

life is intrinsic to the whole Christian life and foundational to 

the decisions we make on a daily basis. For, “the Gospel of 

God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person 

and the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible Gospel” (EV 

2, emphasis added).  

   In his encyclical on the Gospel of life, Pope St. John Paul II 

recognizes the full range of threats against human life, from 

poverty and malnutrition to murder and war. He places par-

ticular emphasis, however, on threats to life at its beginning 

and end—precisely when it is most in need of protection. In 

modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs and those 

approaching the end of their lives are certainly among the 

“least of these” in our world’s estimation. Practices such as 

abortion and assisted suicide tragically reject the truth that 

human life is always to be cherished and defended with lov-

ing concern.  

   As the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of Pope St. 

John Paul II’s prophetic encyclical, let us reflect on how we 

personally live out the Gospel: Do I talk about and act to-

wards others as I would talk about and treat Jesus himself? 

Do I inform myself of the Church’s teachings and engage in 

the civic arena as first a follower of Christ? Do I support and 

advocate for laws and policies that protect and defend hu-

man life? Do I help pregnant and parenting mothers in need? 

Am I ready to support a loved one nearing death? 
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Don F. Hinkebein
THE DFH COMPANY

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Chris & Alex Hinkebein 
968-6222

www.DFHCompany.com

Serving Kentuckiana 
car buyers 

for over 45 years!

502-964-8131

6015 Preston Hwy. 
Under the BIG American Flag. 

We ARE Ford in Louisville.  
www.fordlouisville.com 

James Weiter
Kim Wiggins

Owners
Parishioners

Ask us about our LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE solutions!

DITSLER INSURANCE INC 
1313 Lyndon Ln Lou KY 40222 

(502) 895-0812 Call Jerry, Russ or Stuart 
www.ditslerinsurance.com

SINCE 1865

BARRET AND ELLISON 
LOUISVILLE

TONY & CAROL REED 
OWNERS

451-8440 
www.bossefh.com

Baumer’s Quality 
auto Care llC

Ed Baumer, Parishioner
Quality Work

• Computer Diagnostic 
• Heating & Air Conditioning Service 
• Brake Repair

502-897-9288
1757 Mellwood Avenue

OSCAR’S HARDWARE
2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

GERMANTOWN • 636-3621 
1515 S. SHELBY

CRESCENT HILL • 893-2510 
2628 FRANKFORT AVE.

 Audubon 
Service Center

MINOR AUTO REPAIR 
JOE JONES, Prop.

3030 POPLAR LEVEL RD. 
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“SERVING THE LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY SINCE 1943”
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Agency Manager 
Gardiner Lane Office 

Chris.Mackey@kyfb.com
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Mention this ad for 20% Off 
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4020 Preston Hwy. 

Louisville, KY 40213

www.taxingtimeslouisville.com

“See your best * Look your best”
4000 POPLAR LEVEL ROAD 

459-2020
Dr. Rod Rallo          Dr. Thomas Keenan IV 
Dr. Beth Minton       Dr. Julie Rallo

 459-3800
Alex, Mike, & Jim Ratterman 

3800 Bardstown Rd. 40218

Caring, Personal Service 
in Your Hour of Need

Family Owned  
and Operated 

Since 1950

502-635-6371
2723 Preston Hwy.
www.embry-bosse.com

R.D. Edwards, 
d.m.d., p.s.c.

Family Dentistry

3807 Freedom Way

969-3205
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ti
st

Region’s leader in cancer care
NortonCancerInstitute.com • (502) 629-HOPE

NaNcy F. ShackletoN, DMD, MS 

SpecialiSt in OrthOdOnticS

3019 Preston Highway 

637-2900
www.orthoshack.com
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