
���������	�
�����

Current Mass Schedules 

Weekend:  Sunday 10:30 am 

 Saturday 4:00 pm & Sunday 8:30 -

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Weekday: Monday—Thursday 8:15am 

Communion Services—Saturday 8:15am 

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Holyday: announced times in bulletin. 

 

Sunday 10:30 am Mass will be also live  

 

Streamed Facebook Page 

Sacraments 

Baptism: Call parish office for 

 appointment and preparation. 

Confession:  

1st Sat. each month following 4:00 pm 

Mass Canceled - By appointment 

Marriage: Please contact priest at least 

       six months in advance. 

 

Bulletin Deadline-Monday Noon 

2931 PINDELL AVENUE • LOUISVILLE, KY 40217 

w w w . s s m a r t y r . o r g  

Parish Office......................................... 635-5813 

School ................................................... 635-7141 

Cafeteria ............................................... 635-6895 

 .......................... 635-3505 

Activities Center .................................. 635-3505 

St. Vincent de Paul ............................. 635-4414 

 

Staff 

Pastor 

Rev. Harry J. Gelthaus 

hgelthaus@ssmartyr.org 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Steve DaPonte 

daponte156@gmail.com 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Syl Nitzken 

Director of Music 

Stuart Wicke 

swicke@ssmartyr.org 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Celeste Fautz 

cfautz@ssmartyr.org 

Principal 

Mrs. Bridget Britt 

bbritt@ssmartyr.org 

CRE 

Stacey Smith 

ssmith@ssmartyr.org 

Pre-School Director 

Mrs. Rebecca Jenkins 

rjenkins@ssmartyr.org 

 

Parish Council 

Pastor, Fr. Harry Gelthaus 

Chairperson, Patty Norton………….…..773-6356 

Administration/Finance,Ray Brown.648-5667 

Parish Life, Patty Norton……….……….773-6356 

Worship, Vacant…………………..……....…..…..…..... 

Recording Secretary, Vacant………………….……… 

Rob Greenwell……………………………...936-0245 

Heather Schardein………………………..387-9096 

 

St. Stephen Martyr Parish Vision: 

To be a community that loves and serves God 

and one another 

 

St. Stephen Martyr 

Parish Mission Statement: 

To worship God as a Catholic faith 

community for the salvation of all 
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   Time, Talent and Treasure 

   Fostering Stewardship as a Way of Life 

 

 

Year to Date  10/23/2020   $  432845.12 

Year to Date  10/23/2019   $  641814.43 

  

Thanks to all those who continue to donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 . . . and for all our sick and homebound. 

 . . . and all our families who remain homebound due to virus concerns 

 

 

 

 

Our sincere condolences to the family and friends of  

Jan Lewis 

Praying for friends to comfort you, faith to uphold you 

and memories to heal your heart  

 

 

Daily readings (including audio files) are available on the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops website  www.usccb.org.   

 

Mass of the Air Schedule (ASL Interpreted) (www.massoftheair.com): 

11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on the Faith Channel, Inc. (Spectrum channel 19), 

Louisville, KY. This Mass also is streamed live on the Faith Channel at 

www.faithtvlive.com.  

 

10:30 a.m. on WHAS-TV (channel 11), Louisville, KY and whas11.com under 

the “Live Video” tab.  

 

9 a.m. on WBKI-TV (Spectrum Channel 7).  

 

Links to live streaming of Masses at the various parishes throughout the 

Archdiocese may be found on the Archdiocese of Louisville site 

www.archlou.org/covid-19.   

 

Mass at SSM will continue to be live streamed on Facebook each Sunday at 

10:30am via a link provided at ssmartyr.org. 
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Trish Feger 

Heather Frazier 

Kenneth Gibson 

Elaine Goehringer 

Bobbie Gross 
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Rita Elaine Hamilton 

Steven Head  
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Maria Hoyos 
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Janet Jacobi  

Janet Jarboe 

Bertha Kamer 

Damien Kline  

Kaye Lashley  

Sally Lawrence 

Thurman Lear 

Beth Mans 

Betty McGill 

Brendon McKeehan 

Diane Modes 

Rev. James W. Murphy 

Mary Rita Noonan   

Ellie Nunn  

Liz Nussbaum 

Ryan Northcutt 

Sydney Partee 

Terry Phelps 

James Price 

Patricia Ringswald 

Phyllis Schultz  

Herman Seadler 

Steve Smith 

Barbara Smith 

Joey Sullivan  

Lisa Swikert 

Lydia Turner 

Tish Wagner 

Bruce Wallace  

Cheryl Westbay 

Janet White 

Belinda Willinger 

 

 

“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven . . . “  

Mathew 5:12 

 

Our Baltimore Catechism tradition asks, “Why did God make you?” and 

then responds, “God made me to know Him, to love Him, and to serve 

Him in this world, and to be happy with Him forever in Heaven.” This is 

the essence of our existence and the path to eternal joy. 

Readings for the week of  11/01/2020 

Sun:  Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 

6]/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a  

Mon:  Wis 3:1-9/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Rom 5:5

-11 or Rom 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40  

Tue:  Phil 2:5-11/Ps 22:26b-27, 28-30ab, 30c, 31-

32 [26a]/Lk 14:15-24  

Wed:  Phil 2:12-18/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Lk 

14:25-33  

Thurs:  Phil 3:3-8a/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [3b]/Lk 

15:1-10  

Friday:  Phil 3:17—4:1/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 

[1]/Lk 16:1-8  

Sat:  Phil 4:10-19/Ps 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a and 9/Lk 

16:9-15  

Next Sun:  Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

[2b]/1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13  

Why Do We Do That 

Catholic Life Explained 

 

Why do some people receive 

Communion in the hand, while 

others have it put on the tongue? 

And is one better than the other?  

  

  Prior to the liturgical reforms that accompanied the 

Second Vatican Council, it was the universal prac-

tice that Catholics would receive communion “on 

the tongue,” meaning that the one receiving would 

allow the priest distributing communion to place the 

consecrated host on their outstretched tongue. At 

this time, only the priest celebrant (and, on special 

occasions, priests assisting at the Mass) was al-

lowed to receive the Precious Blood.  

  Since 1977 (with the approval of the Holy See) the 

bishops of the United States have officially ap-

proved two equally valid options for receiving Holy 

Communion in Masses celebrated according to the 

Ordinary Form of the Mass. As the bishops’ state-

ment Norms for Holy Communion Under Both Kinds 

states:  

The communicant may choose whether to receive 

the Body of Christ in the hand or on the tongue. 

When receiving in the hand, the communicant 

should be guided by the words of St. Cyril of Jeru-

salem: “When you approach, take care not to do 

so with your hand stretched out and your fingers 

open or apart, but rather place your left hand as a 

throne beneath your right, as befits one who is 

about to receive the King. Then receive him, tak-

ing care that nothing is lost” (no. 41).  

  As we noted, both ways of receiving communion 

are equally valid in the United States and it is im-

portant that we always keep the instructions of the 

bishops in mind as we reflect on which method we 

might prefer.  

Please remember in your prayers our 3rd 

Grade school children who will receive the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion at the 

10:30 Sunday Masses in November.  

Contratulations on Your Frist  Communion! 
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Happy All Saints Day! 

 

   Halloween is upon us! Halloween was a glorious day when I was a child. How much 

better could it get? I would dress up as Linus or some sort of super hero and trudge 

through the autumn colored leaves with my friend and go from house to house get-

ting candy and other treats. My eyes would get big as the full autumn moon when I 

saw the splendid candy bars, suckers & popcorn balls being dropped into my bag. We 

didn’t have fancy bags like the children today to carry. We had brown paper grocery 

bags and these bags held a lot of goodies. When I got home I would dump the jam-

packed bag’s contents on the table and began separating out my treasure. All the 

candy bars would go in one pile then the suckers in another and so forth. It was a 

sight to behold. I actually never thought about the meaning of Halloween or its ori-

gins. At that time it was simply about costumes, candy, scary monsters, witches, 

ghosts and carving pumpkins. Later I discovered that there was actually a meaning to 

Halloween. 

 

   Halloween has a Christian connection. The origin of Halloween comes from the An-

cient Celtic Tribes who lived in Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Brittany. It appears that 

the Celtic Tribe celebrated New Year’s Day on November 1st, the day after Hallow-

een. That day marked the beginning of a new year for them, not January 1st as it is 

for us. On the day before, Halloween, they celebrated a day called the Festival of 

Samhain, which means the night of the dead.  

 

    You see, they thought that the souls of the dead, including ghosts, goblins and 

witches returned to the earth to mingle with the living. Since the dead souls didn’t 

have a body the Celtic Tribes thought they would try to take over theirs. In order to 

scare away the evil spirits the people would wear masks & costumes and light bon-

fires. This was the origin of costumes! Furthermore the people would put out good 

tasting food and treats for these unwelcome visitors hoping the evil spirits would be 

pleased with the good things to eat and not harm them. This was the origin of treats!  

 

   Gregory IV was the pope at this time in the year 835. He saw what was happening 

and wanted to do something to counteract this superstition for the Christians. So he 

declared November 1st as All Martyrs Day. A bit later the name was changed to All 

Saints Day. The night before All Saints Day became known as All Hallow’s Eve mean-

ing Holy Evening. Today we simply call it Halloween. Who would have known that 

there was more to it than candy, costumes and pumpkins? Happy Halloween every-

one and may God bless you this special day!  

 

F�. H�r�	�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION — I remember as a child the meticulousness my 

father would bring to a task. Whether it be tending to a chore in the 

yard, repairing something, or painting a room, the tiniest of every de-

tail demanded his attention. He had great patience. I benefited greatly 

by his example and remember these lessons well. We all need examples to follow. It 

is important to identity folks who excel at simple things and show us how to do things 

well. There are those among us and those who have gone before us who serve as 

these models and witnesses. They are ordinary people who in their “extraordinary 

ordinariness” capture our attention and allow us to see things more clearly.  

   These are the prophets, martyrs, teachers, witnesses, heralds, and innovators who 

bring a single- minded devotion to God to even the simplest of tasks they perform. 

They have an openness to being used and become vessels of Divine justice, mercy, 

and presence. They call us to the “more” of life and point us to the Gospel in all of its 

simplicity and splendor. They remind us of the little ones of the Kingdom and the 

values we all need to cultivate and possess. They are the poor in spirit, the meek, the 

merciful, and the peacemaker who often are rejected not only by those who have far 

different agendas but by those you think would welcome them.  

   All of the saints in heaven and on earth form this cloud of witnesses who journey 

with us as we make our way through life. They offer us inspiration, wisdom, interces-

sion, and support. They direct us toward true happiness and remind us that we are 

all called to be saints. All it takes is desire, love, and fidelity. There is much we can 

learn from the official saints of the church. Their guidance is ever before us and ever 

with us. But there is also a lot to learn from the unofficial saints of the church. They 

sit beside us every Sunday, are our neighbors and ordinary people we meet every 

day. Because of the devotedness of their faith, they remind us to keep going, remain 

focused, and cultivate purpose and meaning, and give voice to those who have none. 

The inspiration is all around us.  

 

 

 

 

Letter to Pastors 

26 October 2020 

 

 

Dear Father,  

  

 May God bless you!  

 

  I have one update this week. We have 

had a number of calls from people very 

worried about the spread of COVID-19 and 

concerned about people not wearing 

masks to Church. Mask wearing at Mass is 

required, not optional. I want to stress 

again the value of you as pastors com-

municating about the importance of wear-

ing a mask and social distancing and your 

own practice of these public health practic-

es in all settings. In addition to my direc-

tives on these practices from May 11 and 

the additional communication I have 

shared on this topic, mask wearing is an 

order from the Commonwealth of Ken-

tucky. Most important to us, of course, is 

the common good, which mask-wearing 

serves during this pandemic. (The only ex-

ception to a parishioner wearing a mask 

would be a medical issue that precludes 

that individual from wearing one. I know 

some pastors have devised creative solu-

tions, such as separate seating areas, for 

people who cannot wear masks.) 

 

 Thank you for your continued good work 

and outreach during this COVID-19 pan-

demic.  

 

 As always, you are in my prayers.  

 

  Fraternally yours in our Lord, 

 

  Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D.  

  Archbishop of Louisville 

 

  The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

teaches that “[i]t is necessary that all par-

ticipate, each according to his position and 

role, in promoting the common good. This 

obligation is inherent in the dignity of the 

human person.(#1913). In the United 

States, one of the primary ways we partici-

pate is through voting.    Go to  

www.GoVoteKY.com for information about 

polling locations and sample ballots for 

your county.  
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OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF November 1, 2020  

 

       Sunday:  All Saints; Daylight Saving Time ends; 

          National Vocation Awareness Week  

      Monday:  The Commemoration of All the Faithful 

          Departed (All Souls’ Day)  

     Tuesday:   St. Martin de Porres, Religious; Election Day  

Wednesday:   St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop   

Next Sunday: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Masses for the Week of  11/2/20 – 11/8/20 

Sunday, November 8 - 

 10:30 am Leo O’Donnell † 

  Ellen Bidwell †  

†=deceased 

Parish Calendar—Church and School Offices are open -  

You will be met at the door to conduct most business. If 

there is a need to enter the building, then a mask or face 

covering will be required as well as social distancing. 

SSM facilities continue to remain closed to activities and 

events due to strict cleaning requirements associated with 

use of any meeting rooms or common spaces. Please con-

tact the Parish Office to request use of any room or facility  

on campus and we will see what can be worked out. 

 

The SSM Dare to Care Food Pantry continues to operate at 

this time.  In compliance with current distancing require-

ments, food is distributed out the door without allowing 

patrons to enter the building. The next food pantry distri-

bution will take place: 

Wednesday – 11/04/2020 –  

4:00-5:30 pm  Dare-to-Care Food Distribution  Weiker Rm 

 

Many thanks and much gratitude are extended to Dcn. 

Steve DaPonte and our food pantry volunteers for this 

valuable service that they continue to provide to the com-

munity at large. 

 

On this day, we pray that all those who have died— our loved 

ones, and also those people around the world who we will 

never meet— through the mercy of God, will rest in peace.  

 

 

   All Souls’ Day, in Roman Catholicism, a day for commemo-

ration of all the faithful departed, those baptized Christians 

who are believed to be in purgatory because they died with 

the guilt of lesser sins on their souls. It is observed on No-

vember 2, or, if this be a Sunday or a feast of the first class, 

on November 3.   

 

   The theological basis for the feast is the doctrine that the 

souls which, on departing from the body, are not perfectly 

cleansed from venial sins, or have not fully atoned for past 

transgressions, are debarred from the Beatific Vision, and 

that the faithful on earth can help them by prayers, alms, 

deeds and especially by the sacrifice of the Mass. Requiem 

masses are commonly held, and many people visit and 

sometimes decorate the graves of loved ones.   

 

   The Feast of All Souls is much more than a spiritual family 

reunion where we visit the graves of our ancestors and recall 

with a tear all the good times. All Souls Day longs for a deep-

er bond, for an ultimate reunion with God at the head of the 

family in heaven with all His saints and angels.  

 

   From antiquity certain days were devoted to intercession 

for particular groups of the dead. The institution of a day for 

a general intercession on November 2 is due to Odilo, abbot 

of Cluny (died 1048). The date, which became practically 

universal before the end of the 13th century, was chosen to 

follow All Saints’ Day. Having celebrated the feast of all the 

members of the church who are believed to be in heaven, 

the church on earth turns, on the next day, to commemorate 

those souls believed to be suffering in purgatory.  

 

   Priests celebrate mass wearing vestments of varying col-

our—black (for mourning), violet (symbolizing penance), or 

white (symbolizing the hope of resurrection).  

Due to Corona Virus restrictions, the 

annual PTO Reverse Raffle will look a 

bit different.  The SSM PTO will be 

hosting a WINTER RAFFLE that will be streamed LIVE on 

the St. Stephen Martyr Facebook page on Friday, Decem-

ber 18th at 5:30 p.m. This is the largest fundraiser of the 

year for our school.  We need your support to make it suc-

cessful!  Your continued participation helps us to provide 

a modern innovative school atmosphere for our students.  

Raffle tickets can be ordered on line at www.ssmartyr.org  

and raffle ticket order forms are also available in the 

School and Parish Offices.  Purchase your ticket(s) today 

for the chance to win up to $11,000 in cash prizes, as 

well as a number of other exciting items!   

License #192 

33rd Annual African American Catholic History Celebration 

 

The Archdiocese of Louisville’s Office of Multicultural Min-

istry and its African American Catholic Ministry will host its 

33rd Annual African American Catholic History Celebration 

on Saturday, November 7, 2020, 12:00 p.m. at St. Martin 

de Porres Catholic Church, 3112 West Broadway, Louis-

ville, KY 40211. The theme is “Daniel Rudd: A Man for Jus-

tice”. Join us for this celebration of the past, present and 

future. Covid-19 pandemic and CDC guidelines will be fol-

lowed including wearing a mask. For further details, please 

call the Office of Multicultural Ministry at 502-471-2146.  

 

�� There are 3 million African American Catholics in the 

United States.  

�� There are 250 African American priests, 437 deacons, 

and 75 men of African descent in seminary formation 

for the priesthood in the United States. 

��  There are 400 African American religious sisters and 

50 religious brothers.  

4a�November 1, 2020 

4b�

All Saints Day 



OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF November 1, 2020  

 

       Sunday:  All Saints; Daylight Saving Time ends; 

          National Vocation Awareness Week  

      Monday:  The Commemoration of All the Faithful 

          Departed (All Souls’ Day)  

     Tuesday:   St. Martin de Porres, Religious; Election Day  

Wednesday:   St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop   

Next Sunday: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Masses for the Week of  11/2/20 – 11/8/20 

Sunday, November 8 - 

 10:30 am Leo O’Donnell † 

  Ellen Bidwell †  

†=deceased 

Parish Calendar—Church and School Offices are open -  

You will be met at the door to conduct most business. If 

there is a need to enter the building, then a mask or face 

covering will be required as well as social distancing. 

SSM facilities continue to remain closed to activities and 

events due to strict cleaning requirements associated with 

use of any meeting rooms or common spaces. Please con-

tact the Parish Office to request use of any room or facility  

on campus and we will see what can be worked out. 

 

The SSM Dare to Care Food Pantry continues to operate at 

this time.  In compliance with current distancing require-

ments, food is distributed out the door without allowing 

patrons to enter the building. The next food pantry distri-

bution will take place: 

Wednesday – 11/04/2020 –  

4:00-5:30 pm  Dare-to-Care Food Distribution  Weiker Rm 

 

Many thanks and much gratitude are extended to Dcn. 

Steve DaPonte and our food pantry volunteers for this 

valuable service that they continue to provide to the com-

munity at large. 

 

On this day, we pray that all those who have died— our loved 

ones, and also those people around the world who we will 

never meet— through the mercy of God, will rest in peace.  

 

 

   All Souls’ Day, in Roman Catholicism, a day for commemo-

ration of all the faithful departed, those baptized Christians 

who are believed to be in purgatory because they died with 

the guilt of lesser sins on their souls. It is observed on No-

vember 2, or, if this be a Sunday or a feast of the first class, 

on November 3.   

 

   The theological basis for the feast is the doctrine that the 

souls which, on departing from the body, are not perfectly 

cleansed from venial sins, or have not fully atoned for past 

transgressions, are debarred from the Beatific Vision, and 

that the faithful on earth can help them by prayers, alms, 

deeds and especially by the sacrifice of the Mass. Requiem 

masses are commonly held, and many people visit and 

sometimes decorate the graves of loved ones.   

 

   The Feast of All Souls is much more than a spiritual family 

reunion where we visit the graves of our ancestors and recall 

with a tear all the good times. All Souls Day longs for a deep-

er bond, for an ultimate reunion with God at the head of the 

family in heaven with all His saints and angels.  

 

   From antiquity certain days were devoted to intercession 

for particular groups of the dead. The institution of a day for 

a general intercession on November 2 is due to Odilo, abbot 

of Cluny (died 1048). The date, which became practically 

universal before the end of the 13th century, was chosen to 

follow All Saints’ Day. Having celebrated the feast of all the 

members of the church who are believed to be in heaven, 

the church on earth turns, on the next day, to commemorate 

those souls believed to be suffering in purgatory.  

 

   Priests celebrate mass wearing vestments of varying col-

our—black (for mourning), violet (symbolizing penance), or 

white (symbolizing the hope of resurrection).  

Due to Corona Virus restrictions, the 

annual PTO Reverse Raffle will look a 

bit different.  The SSM PTO will be 

hosting a WINTER RAFFLE that will be streamed LIVE on 

the St. Stephen Martyr Facebook page on Friday, Decem-

ber 18th at 5:30 p.m. This is the largest fundraiser of the 

year for our school.  We need your support to make it suc-

cessful!  Your continued participation helps us to provide 

a modern innovative school atmosphere for our students.  

Raffle tickets can be ordered on line at www.ssmartyr.org  

and raffle ticket order forms are also available in the 

School and Parish Offices.  Purchase your ticket(s) today 

for the chance to win up to $11,000 in cash prizes, as 

well as a number of other exciting items!   

License #192 

33rd Annual African American Catholic History Celebration 

 

The Archdiocese of Louisville’s Office of Multicultural Min-

istry and its African American Catholic Ministry will host its 

33rd Annual African American Catholic History Celebration 

on Saturday, November 7, 2020, 12:00 p.m. at St. Martin 

de Porres Catholic Church, 3112 West Broadway, Louis-

ville, KY 40211. The theme is “Daniel Rudd: A Man for Jus-

tice”. Join us for this celebration of the past, present and 

future. Covid-19 pandemic and CDC guidelines will be fol-

lowed including wearing a mask. For further details, please 

call the Office of Multicultural Ministry at 502-471-2146.  

 

�� There are 3 million African American Catholics in the 

United States.  

�� There are 250 African American priests, 437 deacons, 

and 75 men of African descent in seminary formation 

for the priesthood in the United States. 

��  There are 400 African American religious sisters and 

50 religious brothers.  
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All Saints Day 
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Chris & Alex Hinkebein 
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www.orthoshack.com

TATE MEAGHER
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