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Current Mass Schedules 

Weekend:  Sunday 10:30 am 

 Saturday 4:00 pm & Sunday 8:30 -

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Weekday: Monday—Thursday 8:15am 

Communion Services—Saturday 8:15am 

Remain Cancelled at This Time 

Holyday: announced times in bulletin. 

 

Sunday 10:30 am Mass will be also live  

 

Streamed Facebook Page 

Sacraments 

Baptism: Call parish office for 

 appointment and preparation. 

Confession:  

1st Sat. each month following 4:00 pm 

Mass Canceled - By appointment 

Marriage: Please contact priest at least 

       six months in advance. 

 

Bulletin Deadline-Monday Noon 

2931 PINDELL AVENUE • LOUISVILLE, KY 40217 

w w w . s s m a r t y r . o r g  

Parish Office......................................... 635-5813 

School ................................................... 635-7141 

Cafeteria ............................................... 635-6895 

 .......................... 635-3505 

Activities Center .................................. 635-3505 

St. Vincent de Paul ............................. 635-4414 

 

Staff 

Pastor 

Rev. Harry J. Gelthaus 

hgelthaus@ssmartyr.org 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Steve DaPonte 

daponte156@gmail.com 

Senior Deacon 

Mr. Syl Nitzken 

Director of Music 

Stuart Wicke 

swicke@ssmartyr.org 

Business Manager 

Mrs. Celeste Fautz 

cfautz@ssmartyr.org 

Principal 

Mrs. Bridget Britt 

bbritt@ssmartyr.org 

CRE 

Stacey Smith 

ssmith@ssmartyr.org 

Pre-School Director 

Mrs. Rebecca Jenkins 

rjenkins@ssmartyr.org 

 

Parish Council 

Pastor, Fr. Harry Gelthaus 

Chairperson, Patty Norton………….…..773-6356 

Administration/Finance,Ray Brown.648-5667 

Parish Life, Patty Norton……….……….773-6356 

Worship, Vacant…………………..……....…..…..…..... 

Recording Secretary, Vacant………………….……… 

Rob Greenwell……………………………...936-0245 

Heather Schardein………………………..387-9096 

 

St. Stephen Martyr Parish Vision: 

To be a community that loves and serves God 

and one another 

 

St. Stephen Martyr 

Parish Mission Statement: 

To worship God as a Catholic faith 

community for the salvation of all 
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ST. STEPHEN MARTYR 



   Time, Talent and Treasure 

   Fostering Stewardship as a Way of Life 

Year to Date  11/20/2020   $  419195.11 

Year to Date  11/20/2019   $  491807.38 

  

Thanks to all those who continue to donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 . . . and for all our sick and homebound. 

 . . . and all our families who remain homebound due to virus concerns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily readings (including audio files) are available on the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops website  www.usccb.org.   

 

Mass of the Air Schedule (ASL Interpreted) (www.massoftheair.com): 

11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on the Faith Channel, Inc. (Spectrum channel 19), 

Louisville, KY. This Mass also is streamed live on the Faith Channel at 

www.faithtvlive.com.  

 

10:30 a.m. on WHAS-TV (channel 11), Louisville, KY and whas11.com under 

the “Live Video” tab.  

 

9 a.m. on WBKI-TV (Spectrum Channel 7).  

 

Links to live streaming of Masses at the various parishes throughout the 

Archdiocese may be found on the Archdiocese of Louisville site 

www.archlou.org/covid-19.   

 

Mass at SSM will continue to be live streamed on Facebook each Sunday at 

10:30am via a link provided at ssmartyr.org. 

 

A complete Holiday Mass Schedule (livestreamed and in person) is provided 

on the next page. 
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Chuck Byrd 
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Sr. Loretta Guenther 

Rita Elaine Hamilton 
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Janet Jarboe 

Bertha Kamer 

Damien Kline  

Kaye Lashley  

Sally Lawrence 

Thurman Lear 

Beth Mans 

Betty McGill 

Brendon McKeehan 

Diane Modes 

Rev. James W. Murphy 

Mary Rita Noonan   

Ellie Nunn  

Liz Nussbaum 

Ryan Northcutt 

Sydney Partee 

Terry Phelps 

James Price 

Patricia Ringswald 

Phyllis Schultz  

Herman Seadler 

Steve Smith 

Barbara Smith 

Joey Sullivan  

Lisa Swikert 

Lydia Turner 

Tish Wagner 

Bruce Wallace  

Cheryl Westbay 

Janet White 

Charles J Will Jr. 

Belinda Willinger 

 

“You do not know when the lord of the house is coming, whether in 

the evening….or in the morning. May he not come suddenly and find 

you sleeping.“   Mark 13:35-36  

 

 

The good steward is always expected to have the affairs of the mas-

ter in order at all times. There is no time for complacency. Steward-

ship entails readiness to serve others and vigilance in that service.  

Readings for the week of  11/29/2020 

Sun:  Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 

18-19 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37  

Mon:  Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 

4:18-22  

Tue:  Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/

Lk 10:21-24 

Wed:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 

15:29-37  

Thurs:  Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 

[26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27  

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 

9:27-31  

Sat:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 

30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  

Next Sun:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-

14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8  

 

Why Do We Do That 

Catholic Life Explained 

 

When we say the Penitential 

Act at Mass, why do we strike 

our chest three times?  

  

  

  Our rituals and liturgical celebrations are filled with 

a variety of symbols, some of which also relate to 

our gestures and physical postures (e.g. kneeling, 

sitting, processing, making the Sign of the Cross). 

The custom of striking our breast three times during 

the “I Confess” of the Penitential Act of the Mass is 

one of those gestures that is loaded with symbol-

ism.  

   The tradition of Christian’s striking the breast 

(above the heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred 

Scripture, especially texts like Psalm 51 which 

speak of a “humbled contrite heart” or how God 

heals broken hearts, binding up our wounds (see 

Psalm 147:3). Early Christian writers like Saint Au-

gustine of Hippo and Saint Jerome also refer to this 

custom in their writings.  

   Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our 

sorrow for those times when we have been guilty of 

faults and a sign that we are willing to take respon-

sibility for our sins and failings. That we all perform 

this gesture together is also an act of solidarity, rec-

ognizing that none of us, regardless of where we are 

on our journey of faith, is without fault and the need 

for grace and forgiveness.  

2�

St. Stephen Martyr 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations First Communicants! 

 

It has been a blessing and a joy to watch you grow in faith and love for Jesus. 

May you always know the peace and love of Jesus within you. 

 

Bonnie Baines 

Faith Bickel 

Austin Britt 

Gavin Catlett 

Noah Chesher 

Henry Doiron 

Ava Eicher 

Riley Herberger 

Kaydence Jenkins 

Lilly Kasey 

Bailey Kress 

Raymonda Lynch 

Adalynn McKeehan 

Jace Mullins 

Jozie Mullins 

Kealie Mullins 

Keaton Nuxoll 

Kaylee Ramser 

Kaylee Toomey 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

 

 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments  

 

   “What could happen next?” How many times have you asked yourself that question 

in the past year? Though we most often use that expression when things don’t seem 

to be going our way, this year it has been an expression of the constant changes to 

our world which the COVID-19 pandemic has wrought. But we might use the same 

expression to explain our feelings of being overwhelmed by blessings and good 

things, when the stars seem to align just right.  

 

   No matter what, we can say with certainty that tomorrow will not go exactly as we 

envisioned. Our lives are influenced by so many factors and the world around us is 

increasingly complex. Rather than be surprised by the unexpected, maybe we should 

expect the unexpected.  

 

   Living in this manner causes us to cherish more deeply the gifts we have been giv-

en. It helps us to live in the present and become mindful of those around us. Our 

relationships deepen. Our sense of responsibility builds. Our stewardship way of life 

finds new meaning and purpose.  

 

   This Advent will not be the same experience as last Advent. It remains to be seen 

what the coming days and weeks have in store for each of us. However, no matter 

what happens, Jesus Christ is there to welcome us to the unexpected. He will cele-

brate with us in joy and he will even feel our pain. You can count on the unexpected, 

but you can also count on Him to be there with you.  

 

He is now and forever, Emmanuel, “God with us.” He is the expected in all things 

unexpected. 
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EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES 

If you would like something included in the 

church bulletins for any of the following 

dates, please note the early submission 

deadlines: 

12/13 bulletin—Fri. 12/4  

12/20 bulletin—Thu 12/10 

12/27 bulletin—Wed. 12/16 

1/3/21 bulletin—Mon. 12/21 

Planned Holiday Mass Schedule 

 

This schedule is subject to change based 

upon revised COVID restrictions and recom-

mendations. 

 

Please note that church capacity is limited 

to no more than 60 persons. 

 

The Immaculate Conception 

Tuesday December 8 

9:00 AM—Live Streaming & in Person 

 

Christmas Eve 

Thursday December 24 

4:00 PM—Live Streaming Only 

 

Christmas Day 

Friday December 25 

9:00 AM—Live Streaming & in Person 

 

New Year’s Day 

Friday January 1st 

9:00 AM—Live Streaming & in Person 

Thank you to our Gardening Committee 

(under Cece Burns) and Groundskeeping  

Committee (under David Britt) and the 

many committee volunteers who worked 

tirelessly the over warm weather months to 

keep the SSM campus looking better than 

ever.  We hope that you enjoy a much de-

served winter break. 

 

Saint Vincent DePaul of 

SSM Christmas Event 

 

    Due to the COVID 19 pandemic we are 

doing things a little differently this year. We 

invite you to participate in our Christmas 

Gift Card Program that helps to enrich 

needy families in our Parish during the Holi-

day Season. 

   We request that you buy a gift card in 

whatever denomination you desire from 

Kroger, Walmart, Target, Aldi, etc. Please 

mark the envelope SVDP Gift Card and drop 

it off in the Parish Office, in the Sunday Col-

lection or mail to SSM/ SVDP 2931 Pindell 

Ave Louisville, KY 40217. 

 

Thank you in advance & Merry Christmas!  



OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF November 29, 2020  

 

    Sunday:  1st Sunday of Advent 

   Monday:   St. Andrew, Apostle  

 Thursday:  St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

Next Sunday: 2ndSunday of Advent  

Masses for the Week of  11/30/20 – 12/6/20 

Sunday, December 6 - 

 10:30 am  Ann Welch † 

   Thomas Williams † 

   Paul Raley †   

†=deceased 

Parish Calendar—Church and School Offices are open -  

You will be met at the door to conduct most business. If 

there is a need to enter the building, then a mask or face 

covering will be required as well as social distancing. 

SSM facilities continue to remain closed to activities and 

events due to strict cleaning requirements associated with 

use of any meeting rooms or common spaces. Please con-

tact the Parish Office to request use of any room or facility  

on campus and we will see what can be worked out. 

 

The SSM Dare to Care Food Pantry continues to operate at 

this time.  In compliance with current distancing require-

ments, food is distributed out the door without allowing 

patrons to enter the building. The next food pantry distri-

bution will take place: 

Wednesday – 12/2/2020 –  

4:00-5:30 pm  Dare-to-Care Food Distribution  Weiker Rm 

 

Many thanks and much gratitude are extended to Dcn. 

Steve DaPonte and our food pantry volunteers for this 

valuable service that they continue to provide to the com-

munity at large. 

  For Catholics, the new Liturgical Year commences with the 

first Sunday of Advent. In this new liturgical year, the Church 

not only wishes to indicate the beginning of a period, but the 

beginning of a renewed commitment to the faith by all those 

who follow Christ, the Lord. This time of prayer and path of 

penance that is so powerful, rich and intense, endeavors to 

give us a renewed impetus to truly welcome the message of 

the One who was incarnated for us. In fact, the entire Liturgy 

of the Advent season, will spur us to an awakening in our 

Christian life and will put us in a ‘vigilant’ disposition, to wait 

for Our Lord Jesus who is coming: 

  ‘Awaken! Remember that God comes! Not yesterday, not 

tomorrow, but today, now! The one true God, "the God of Abra-

ham, Isaac and Jacob", is not a God who is there in Heaven, 

unconcerned with us and our history, but he is the-God-who-

comes.’  

 - Pope Benedict XVI, Celebration of First Vespers of Advent, 

Vatican Basilica, December 2006  

  The Season of Advent is therefore a season of vigilant wait-

ing, that prepares us to welcome the mystery of the Word In-

carnate, who will give the ‘Light’ to the womb of the Virgin 

Mary, but essentially this time prepares us not only to wel-

come this great event but to incarnate it in our lives. We could 

say that the true light enters the world through the immacu-

late womb of Mary but it does not stay there. On the contrary, 

this light flows out into our dark, obscure, sinful lives to illumi-

nate them, so that we can become the light that illuminates 

the world. For this reason, let us live this time of waiting not 

only to celebrate a historical memory but to repeat this 

memory in our lives and in the service of others. To wait for 

the Lord who comes, means to wait and to watch so that the 

Word of Love enters inside us and focuses us every day of our 

lives. 

   We must start our journey to ascend to the mountain of the 

Lord, to be illuminated by His Words of peace and to allow 

Him to indicate the path to tread (cf. Is 2:1-5). Moreover, we 

must change our conduct abandoning the works of darkness 

and put on the ‘armor of light’ and so seek only to do God’s 

work and to abandon the deeds of the flesh (cf. Rm 13:12-

14). Jesus, through the story in the parable, outlines the 

Christian life style that must not be distracted and indifferent 

but must be vigilant and recognize even the smallest sign of 

the Lord’s coming because we don’t know the hour in which 

He will arrive (cf. Mt 24:39-44). 

  

  (Excerpts from CatholicCulture.org) 
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2020 Catholic Campaign for Human  

Development Collection 

Thank you for your generous support last week for the 

collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-

ment!  As a parish, we raised funds to support those on 

the margins who are living in poverty in the United States. 

If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give!  Visit 

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections. 
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The SSM PTO is hosting a 

WINTER RAFFLE that will 

be streamed LIVE on the 

St. Stephen Martyr Facebook page on Friday, December 

18th at 5:30 p.m. This is the largest fundraiser of the year 

for our school.  We need your support to make it success-

ful!  Raffle tickets can be ordered on line at 

www.ssmartyr.org .  Raffle ticket order forms are also 

available in the Parish Offices.  Purchase your ticket(s) 

today for the chance to win up to $11,000 in cash prizes, 

as well as a number of other exciting items!   

License #192 

 

2021-2022 School 

 

Tuition Assistance 

 

 

Visit the Catholic Education Foundation (CEF) website: 

www.ceflou.org for information on how to apply for finan-

cial assistance toward tuition for the 2021-2022 school 

year. Applications should be submitted between Decem-

ber 15, 2020 and February 28, 2021.  
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THE DFH COMPANY

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Chris & Alex Hinkebein 
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