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CHURCH 
in the  
GLEN 

This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.   (Psalm 118:24) 

On Sunday,   
August 22, our 
10 a.m. service 
was held out-

side, in the tradi-
tion of “Church 
in the Glen.” 

The Lord provided beautiful weather, and 
the congregation enjoyed music from    
Sterling and Brass during the church ser-
vice. A delicious picnic lunch, provided by 
Revere’s, and organized by the Elders,     
followed. Thank you to all who contributed! 



2 

 

Article II. of the EGL constitution states that the purpose 
of our congregation “is to assist and support believers as 
they carry out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) 
throughout the world and live the Christian life.” Thus, 
the Great Commission gives focus to our efforts together 
as the body of Christ. Given faith by the grace of God in 
His Word and Sacraments, we pool our combined efforts 
and resources to carry out the Great Commission.  
 

And what is that Great Commission? Matthew 28:19-20 
reads, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to hold dear 
everything that I have entrusted to you.” The process of 
making disciples of all nations is done through baptizing 
and teaching the faith – everything that Jesus has en-
trusted to us. Herein lies the central focus of our life to-
gether – receiving and passing on what Christ gives. 
 

Were you to tally up all of the various mission entities 
that EGL has supported over the years, you would be 
impressed with how much we have actually accom-
plished. And this is not counting the many efforts you 
have supported on your own. But as a church, as the 
body of Christ here in this place we have done a lot. 
From Lutheran Special Schools (now Journeys) to A Place 
of Refuge, from missionaries in Eastern Europe, Africa, 
and Latin America to seminaries in India and South Afri-
ca, from Lutheran Heritage Foundation to the education 
of future pastors and teachers, EGL has been super-
involved in supporting the Great Commission. 
 

But let’s not lose sight of that joint Great Commission 
effort where we invest the largest amount of our time 
and resources – the school. The process of making disci-
ples starts at home, and we have a school in order to 
support parents in that effort of teaching the faith to 
their children. Rightly understood, the school comes 
alongside parents to teach and reinforce the Christian 
faith that is being taught at home. A parochial school is 
not a replacement for the Christian home, but rather a 
tool for Christian parents to make use of in training up 
their children. 
 

Unless parents see the cooperative nature of the school, 
they may be tempted to think that it’s the school’s   re-
sponsibility to make Christians out of their children, but 
that’s not the case. God doesn’t entrust children to a 
school – public or private. He entrusts them to parents, 
whom He holds accountable for their upbringing. The 
teacher is there as a servant, we might say, to the par-
ents, to help them raise their children to fear and love 
God’s holy name.  
 

This is a precarious task, as every parent knows, full of 
many pitfalls and challenges. The saying has rung true 
for me – “little kids, little problems; big kids, big prob-

lems.” We never outgrow being 
a parent because we’ve walked 
the road of faith longer than 
they have, and we want our chil-
dren to avoid the mistakes we 
made. We welcome them with 
arms wide open and dedicate 
them to the Lord’s care over and 
over again, because we know 
that we are not up to the task in 
our own strength and wisdom. 
 

That’s why it’s so important for us 
to make use of every tool available to us, especially in-
cluding our school. We pray for our teachers to make the 
best use of their time in teaching our kids because we 
know that our time is so short. We get 18 years with 
them under our roof before they become responsible for 
their own decisions. When you consider the assaults that 
rage against the family and against our children nowa-
days, from Critical Race Theory, transgenderism, the 
dumbing down of math, science, and history to the inten-
tional undermining of Christianity and the promotion of 
sexual activity outside of marriage and abortion from so 
many educational institutions, you quickly realize what a 
daunting task it is to raise your children so that you can 
present them to the Lord on the Day of Judgment with a 
clear conscience. 
 

Friends, I know that we all desire to give our kids the 
best we can. But let’s not equate giving them a comforta-
ble, well-adjusted, upper middle-class life with making 
them joyfully, intentionally sincere Lutherans who would 
never dream of departing from the Church because they 
love the habitation of the Lord’s house and the place 
where His glory dwells. But that conviction must be 
taught. This is a central part of the Great Commission – 
making sure our children are numbered among the 
saints. In the end nothing else matters. Jesus said it best. 
“What does it benefit a man to gain the world but lose 
his soul?” 
 

I conclude with an illustration from Afghanistan. Most of 
us were shocked to learn that an Afghan army of some 
300,000 American-trained soldiers apparently and simply 
laid down their arms and surrendered to the Taliban 
without so much as a fight. I learned that with great frus-
tration but also sadness for Afghan society, especially the 
women and girls who were growing up under American 
protection to enjoy a decent education and the prospect 
of some equality in life. Those men who surrendered 
without a fight abdicated their responsibility as protec-
tors. By their immediate surrender, they communicated a 
lack of love for their people. How much better to fight 
(and die if necessary) for something better than the fu-
ture that awaits them under renewed Taliban rule. 
 

Christian parents fight an enemy much tougher than the 
Taliban, but we don’t fight it alone. Our Lord has already 
won the battle, but He’s calling you and me to join in that 
struggle to save our children for the life to come. Don’t 
lose heart, and make use of every tool at your disposal. 

Pastor Skovgaard 
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At age 10 Rick Ewert was already 

playing the Elm Grove Lutheran 

Church pipe organ.  
He started as organist for the 
school’s weekly chapel. At age 14 
he was invited to be the guest or-
ganist for our congregation’s annu-
al Christmas concert. By this time 
Rick had graduated from our 
school and was attending Milwau-
kee Lutheran High School where 
he was enrolled in the school choir. 
The director, Hilbert Wiedenkeller, 
recognized Rick’s musical abilities 
and invited him to accompany the 
choir. The concert choir sang in 
local churches on a monthly basis. 

Rick was invited to be the Church’s or-
ganist, which broadened his exposure to 
each congregation’s approach to wor-
ship. On the occasion of a family trip, he 
wrote to the Mormon Tabernacle and 
was granted permission to play that 
huge instrument. 
 

After graduation from Milwaukee Luther-
an HS Rick attended Carroll College (now 
Carroll University) where he majored in 
music. As a member of the concert choir, 
he served as accompanist. The choir 
took two January term tours to travel to 
Europe, giving him opportunity to play 
several of the great organs. Upon gradu-
ation he had many opportunities to serve 
as guest organist at numerous churches. 
When our regular organist, Theodore 
Senne, became ill in 1983 Rick took over 
as our head organist. 
 

During his college years he was a finalist 

in the Bach-a-thon scholarship com-
petition receiving the Keyboard 
Award and played for a number of 
master classes at the University of 
Wisconsin and regional conventions 
of the American Guild of Organists 
(AGO). 
 

In 1990 and 1992 he, together with 
Rev. Dr. Harold L. Senkbeil, led 
Hymn Heritage tours utilizing many 
of the historic organs of Europe and 
Scandinavia. In 2016, he taught or-
gan, led worship, and played a re-
cital at the Uhuru Highway Lutheran 
Cathedral of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church of Kenya, Luther Plaza in 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

 

After his insurance profession ended, he had the time 
and desire to pursue a Master of Church Music degree 
which he was awarded in 2019 by Concordia University 
Wisconsin under the direction of Dr. John Behnke and Dr. 
James Freese. 
 

Elm Grove Lutheran Church is grateful to have Rick     
Ewert’s services over this half century as we recognize his 
distinguished contribution to our worship at his only    
congregation, a graduate of our school and where he met 
and married Nancy (née Tengler), his beloved wife. Their 
five children have applied their musical abilities in       
performances at our church. 
 

Rick’s musical talents, given by our Lord, have been 

gratefully returned by him who acknowledged his gift 

by humbly saying, “To God alone be the Glory!” 

Organist Rick Ewert Recognized on his 50th Anniversary 
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Elm Grove Lutheran Church  

Bulletin Board 

Important Notice: VOTERS MEETING, Monday, September 20, 7 PM, CLC 
 

There are openings on the Christian Education and Stewardship Boards, as well as on the Board of 
Elders. Prayerfully consider serving. See one of the pastors or James Drabiszczak, EGL president. 

YOU’RE INVITED: God willing, we will observe our 50th 
Wedding Anniversary with an open house at our home the 
afternoon of our actual wedding date: Sunday, Septem-
ber 5. We have made arrangements for an outdoor “street 
party” with tables, chairs, and tents on the driveway out-
side our condo at 2125 Broken Hill Rd. Unit 2, Waukesha. 
All congregation members are cordially invited to celebrate 
with us. Catered food and beverages will be available from 
2 p.m. – 5 p.m.; come and go as you like. No gifts, please. 
A brief service of prayer and blessing is scheduled for 3 

p.m. Keep us in your prayers, 
and join us if you can!        
– Pastor and Jane Senkbeil 
 

In 1987 our church was blessed 
to call Pastor Senkbeil as our 
associate pastor. With thanks to 
God, it began a cherished     
relationship with him and Jane.  

A 45-60 minute presentation is given on one 
topic that then serves as the grist for our con-
versations as we enjoy drinks and snacks.  
 

On Thursday, September 9, at 7 p.m., EGL 
member, Dr. Tim Albers, will lead a presenta-
tion and discussion titled: “ET, UFOs, Aliens, 
Area 51?.” He explores what members of the 
Chinese Communist Party ask us about 
God...about America...about world events… 
about science...about you. Both the questions 
and the answers might surprise you! Tim Albers 
has had more than eight years 
of experience in responding to 
questions like this from over 300 
internationals as he volunteers 
in iO, (international outreach).  
 

Get behind the eyes of visiting 
scholars and join us. Bring a 
friend! 
 

The "Theological Man Cave" is meant to comple-
ment the monthly "Stammtisch". 

 

THEOLOGICAL 

MAN CAVE 
The "Theological Man Cave" is held at Revere's 
restaurant at 505 Wells St. in Delafield from 
7:00 to 8:30ish.  

EGL Sunday School is in need of teachers and 
assistants for all ages, starting 
September 12. We are flexible 
regarding your availability and 
talents. The Lord needs volun-
teers to teach  His stories. Join 
our team to spread the Gospel.             

    Call Linda at 262-786-1203. 

Flu Vaccine Clinic — Sunday, October 10 

Fellowship Hall − Between morning services 

The normal flu vaccine will be 
offered; it does not offer      
protection from COVID-19. 
 

Please let JoAnn Randall or  
Martha D’Agostino know if you 
will be there. 

  

EGL Guys! 
 

Fall is upon us!! New schedules, new routines…
Please don’t forget to include EGL Stammtisch in 
yours!  Take a break, kick back and join us on Thursday, 
Sept 16, from 7:30-9:00 p.m. for good libation, conver-
sation, and fellowship! 
 

This month we will again be at our “normal” meet-
ing place, Biloba Brewing Company, 2970 N 
Brookfield Rd (look for the big grain hopper in 
front!) Bring some snacks to share and be ready for lively 
banter that runs the gamut, but always in a fun, informal 
atmosphere of Christian fellowship! If you have any ques-
tions, contact Bruce Bessert by phone/text at 414-526-
8430, or by email at bruce.bessert@gmail.com. 

 

Hope to see you there...please RSVP...and  
bring a friend!! 
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Elm Grove Lutheran Church  

Bulletin Board 

Gather the family, Smile, and Say Cheese! 
 

EGL is updating their pictorial directory.  
For 3 weeks (Sept. 19, 26, & Oct. 3)                    
a photo station will be set up in the                     

West Fellowship Hall.  
Stop by between the services and have your picture 

taken and information updated. 
 

*If you can’t make it, stay tuned to the October Seasons 
and weekly newsletter for more details on                

submitting a photo. 

 

Join us in welcoming new members at a  
reception on Sunday, September 19th. We 
will meet in the Fellowship Hall between the 
services and enjoy coffee, juice, and light 
snacks. Children may grab snacks and head 
to Sunday School, while adults enjoy an  
extended fellowship time before Bible class.  
 

Also, take the opportunity to pop 
into the West Fellowship Hall and 
have your family photo taken for 
the new pictorial directory.  

 

Ping Pong Tournament 
Calling all ping pong players for a friendly tournament. We’ll have drinks and food available. 

 

Saturday, September 11     4 p.m. 
Elm Grove Lutheran — in the gym 

Please register by Saturday, September 4                   

                                                                 

                                                                       

     Please indicate skill level:  

 
 

 

Name  

Phone #  

Email  

 Beginner 

 Intermediate 

 Advanced 
Please email this completed form or participant information to: jtkrue57@gmail.com. 

Contact Jason Krueger (262)794-2023 or Sam Lee (414)828-4930 with any questions. 

Coffee Hour resumes  

on Sunday, September 12 
 

A sincere thanks to Hazel and   
Chuck Ewert for faithfully serv-
ing and coordinating coffee & 
treats between Sunday morn-
ing services. It provides a valu-
able opportunity for fellowship, 
as well as a jolt of caffeine and 
a sweet. Please volunteer to 
serve. A sign-up sheet is always on the counter. 

Did you know EGL has a book discussion 
group? They meet monthly in the Bartelt 
Center, and welcome new members.  
Call Anne with questions: 262-691-9642. 
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The morning group of 
LWML will resume meet-
ing on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 1, 2021 at 10:00 
a.m. in the BAAC.  If 
you have been thinking 
about coming to our 
morning group, now is a 
good time for you to 
come. We do enjoy the 

Christian fellowship and studying God’s Word. We wel-
come you. The Bible study, “Come Unto Me, Ye    
Weary!” is found 
on pages 20-21 in 
the summer issue of 
the Lutheran Wom-
an’s Quarterly. We 
will have extra cop-
ies of the Bible 
study. You may 
want to read the 
article, “For Me to 
Live is Christ,” pag-
es 11-12, written by 
the author of the 
Bible study. Jesus in 
Matthew 11:28 tells 
us, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest.” 
 

The evening group will meet on Monday, September 13, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Friendship Library. We welcome 

ladies of our congregation to join us. 
 

Keep the date of Saturday, October 30, 2021 open for 
the Zone 3 Rally at Lamb of God Lutheran Church. Fol-
lowing registration at 9:30 a.m., the Bible study, pro-
gram, and meeting will take place. A light lunch will be 
served to end the rally. 
 

The July/August issue of the Lutheran Heritage Founda-
tion included a section about the  LWML Convention held 
in Lexington, KY in June 2021. Rev. Dr. Matthew Heise; 
Executive Director of LHF wrote, “The rolling hills of Ken-
tucky provided a stunning backdrop for the journey to 

the 2021 National LWML Con-
vention. One must have his 
batteries charged to keep up 
with the relentless energy of 
the LWML ladies.” 
 

As the convention came to an 
end, we were overjoyed to 
learn that LHF was the recipi-
ent of a $100,000 grant.  Praise 
be to God! The project – Thirst 
to Learn: Bible Books for Afri-
ca’s Children!”  These books 
will be translated into the    
ethnic languages of the people.  

 

    To God be the glory!  

 

“Go into all the world and 
preach the good news to all 
creation.”         (Mark 16:15) Barbara Kurth 

The Monday night LWML ladies 
are once again assembling 
“Operation Christmas Child   
Shoeboxes”.   
 

These boxes are filled with toilet-
ry items, school supplies, small 

toys, mittens, caps and other useful items.  
 

They are presented to the children at Christmas time. 
  

These are for boy or girl range 5 to 9 years of age. 
 

If you would like to donate to this cause you may put 
your items in the “mite” box located at the base of 
the LWML bulletin board in the foyer.   
 

We will assemble them on October 11th. 

LWML Operation Christmas 
Child Shoeboxes 

 

The LWML web site is an excellent resource that features 
news about their Christian efforts to support global needs, 
and much more.  
Keep up with LWML devotions, news, and promotions by 
visiting their site and signing up for emails. 

lwml.org 
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ADMISSION INTO MEMBERSHIP: 
 

By Baptism: 
June: Maximus Weggen 
 

By Adult Confirmation: 
July: Michael Weggen 
 

By Transfer: 
Mattias (from Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Sheboygan) and Catherine (St. 
Pal Evangelical Lutheran Church in Preston, 
KS) Goldenstein 
 

Charlie, Christiana, and ISAIAH Ewert 
(from Grace Lutheran in Germantown) 
 

Pastor Aaron, Martha, and EDEN Reseburg 
 

TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP: 
 

   By Death: 
June: Dorothy Hilgendorf 
         Audrey Wickert 
July:  Charles Raabe 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

Deepen your faith and knowledge through Bible Study participation. 
EGL offers numerous opportunities to focus on the Scriptures. 

Vicar Sam Lee leads the 
Women’s Bible Study 
every Tuesday morning 
from 10-11 a.m. in the Bar-
telt  Center. They are finish-
ing Colossians. Their next 
study topic will be “Matthew 
to Apologetics: The Art of 
Defending the Faith.” 
 

Pictured here from right to 
left are: Deb Weller, Irene 
Brunner, Jerry Bechtel,   
JoAnn Randall, Vicar Sam 
Lee, Bev Wegner, Arlene 
Malnar, Irma Witzke, Kris 
Nitschke, Kelly Niggemann. 
Not pictured are Nancy   
Ewert, Diane Koch, and  
Luanne Schaefer. 

Throughout the summer months, Pastor Skovgaard led a Bible Study on Romans,  
between the 8 and 10 a.m. services, in the Nave.  
Beginning Sunday, September 12, when we revert from a 10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. late 
service, Pastor Reseburg will begin a 12-week study on Hebrews, in the Nave, be-
tween services, from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
Also from 9:30-10:30 every Sunday, Pastor Skovgaard will be instructing new mem-
bers, in a Key to Life class.  
On Wednesday mornings, beginning September 8, from 10:00-11:00 a.m., in the  
Bartelt Center, Pastor Skovgaard’s co-ed study group on church history will resume.  

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod web site offers a 
vast array of content that is both informational, and 
spiritual nourishment.  
 

Take time to get acquainted with all that it provides, 
including:  

• How the LCMS serves 

• Publications & Newsletters: 
     Reporter 
     The Lutheran Witness 
     Lutherans Engage the World 
     Life Together with  
        President Harrison 
     Journal of Lutheran Mission 
     Plus other news. 

• Social Issues 

• Worship 

• Resources 

Explore LCMS.org, the Synod web 
site, for valuable information. 
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Understanding the Church Worker Recruitment Initiative 
By James Baneck.  The Rev. Dr. James Baneck is executive director 
of the LCMS Office of Pastoral Education.  
This article is reprinted from the LCMS publication, Lutheran Wit-
ness, August 2021 issue. 
 

This past April, I spent several days in the hospital battling 
COVID-19. I received maximum oxygen and numerous 
medications and was almost put on a ventilator. During 
this time, I was in isolation — not even my wife could vis-
it. 
 

When family and friends learned of this situation, they 
sent dozens of texts. These dear Christians sent Scripture 
readings of comfort and hope. When I received them, I 
read them more than once, breathing in the Word of God 
and resting in Christ. 
 

During my second week in the hospital, my pastor visited 
me. I have provided pastoral care to many during my 
years of ministry, but I realized that being on the receiv-
ing end of pastoral care is such a gift. As I lay in my hos-
pital bed with a breathing mask, my pastor read Holy 
Scripture and gave me the Sacrament of our Lord’s body 
and blood. When I received the body of Christ, it was like 
medicine on my tongue. The blood of Christ surged into 
my body with forgiveness, hope and eternal life. Psalm 34 
flooded my mind: “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is 
good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him” (Psalm 
34:8). This is the effect of the Word every time it is pro-
claimed and applied to our human condition and received 
in faith. 
 

Consider this: How did my family, friends and pastor know 
what Scripture to send and read? How did they know 
which Scripture was appropriate and applicable? How did 
they interpret the Scripture to know this specific passage 
would speak to my specific need? If we are all born blind, 
dead and enemies of God, as Scripture teaches, then they 
would have no original knowledge, understanding or awe 
of the Scripture. 
 

The ministry of teaching and administering 
 

Article IV (Justification) of the Augsburg Confession (AC), 
one of our key Lutheran confessional statements, reads: 
 

Our churches teach that people cannot be justified be-
fore God by their own strength, merits, or works. Peo-
ple are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, 
when they believe that they are received into favor and 
that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. By His 
death, Christ made satisfaction for our sins. God counts 
this faith for righteousness in His sight. 

 

Article V (The Ministry) next upholds the importance and 
necessity of the pastoral office; this article intentionally 
follows the article on justification: 
 

So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teach-
ing the Gospel and administering the Sacraments was 
instituted. Through the Word and Sacraments, as 
through instruments, the Holy Spirit is given. He works 
faith, when and where it pleases God, in those who 
hear the good news that God justifies those who be-

lieve that they are received into grace for Christ’s sake. 
This happens not through our own merits, but for 
Christ’s sake. 

 

The point is this: The Office of the Pastoral Ministry 
is foundational in the faith and life of God’s people. 
Through this office — through the voice and ministry of 
the pastor on behalf of Christ — the Holy Spirit works sav-
ing faith in His people through the preached Word and the 
Holy Sacraments. The pastor serves as the steward of this 
Word and these Sacraments. He is formed, called and or-
dained into this Christly office to impart this saving faith 
through preaching, teaching, feeding the Lord’s Supper, 
baptizing and serving God’s people with faithful pastoral 
care. Christians need pastors, and our Lord supplies them 
through His church for the saving faith of His people. 
 

The pastor teaches God’s Word to God’s people. Through 
the ministry of the pastor, God forms His people in the 
Word to understand it, believe it and live it, including par-
ents, commissioned church workers and pious laypersons. 
 

This is also the answer to the question I asked above: Be-
cause of the service of many faithful pastors, my family, 
friends and pastor were able to send me Scripture and 
console me in God’s Word. They had been taught what 
the Scriptures meant. They grew to understand its power. 
They believed its effectiveness on the soul and body since 
they had been disciples of the Word at the feet of their 
pastor throughout months and years of faith formation. 
The Office of the Holy Ministry is absolutely necessary for 
our faith and life. This is God’s good and gracious will for 
His church and our salvation. And to be perfectly clear, 
the pastoral ministry is always to proclaim Christ crucified 
and risen from the dead. Therefore, The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) will continue to form, call 
and ordain them. 
 

Church Worker Recruitment Initiative 
 

Since its 67th Regular Convention in 2019, the LCMS has 
embarked on an aggressive, comprehensive Church Work-
er Recruitment Initiative (CWRI). This initiative is not 
about recruiting bodies to fill the various offices of the 
church, nor is it just an attempt to reverse a decline in 
church workers. Rather, the initiative seeks to form pas-
tors and church workers to hand over the saving faith to 
God’s people, passing on the Christian faith from one gen-
eration to the next until our Savior’s return. 
 

While the pastoral office is foundational in the life of the 
church, the focus of CWRI extends beyond the pastoral 
office. The LCMS uses several key auxiliary vocations in 
the church to assist the pastor in nurturing the faith in the 
lives and eternal souls of God’s people. The Lutheran Ser-
vice Book: Agenda states, “This [auxiliary] office has been 
established in love by the Church to support the Office of 
the Holy Ministry and to assist the faithful in their God-
given vocations.”[1]  
 

These vocations include Lutheran teachers, directors of 
Christian education, directors of Christian outreach, direc- 
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tors of family life ministries, directors of parish music, dea-
conesses, parish assistants and certified lay ministers. 
 

These church worker vocations are joyful offices of integri-
ty and fulfillment. These vocations, grounded in Christ and 
baptismal salvation, are honored and respected throughout 
the church because they assist in serving Christ’s church. 
Our commissioned workers are dedicated, loyal, faithful 
and honorable servants in the church. 
 

Forming church workers 
 

Our church workers are formed and shaped for their ser-
vice in the church through in-depth development and con-
tinuing education, including spiritual, character, confession-
al, physical, emotional, synodical and intellectual develop-
ment. Because of their baptismal iden-
tity in Christ and the high regard they 
have for their vocation, our workers 
continually strive to excel in their ser-
vice in the Gospel to the people whom 
they serve. Our church workers are 
excellent in what they do, and they are 
our church’s primary influencers in 
identifying, catechizing, encouraging and supporting young 
boys and girls for church-work vocations. 
 

This beautiful, perpetual cycle in the life of the church be-
gins with faithful pastors teaching, preaching and providing 
pastoral care with and through the Word of God. This 
teaching and preaching forms and grows Christians in the 
church, including other church workers, parents and laity. 
Through biblical formation and the care and support of the 
congregation and key influencers, God raises up those who 
will serve in the church in the next generations. Through 
the Christian nurture of pastors, grandparents, church 
members, Lutheran schoolteachers, directors of Christian 
education and youth workers, directors of evangelism, dea-
conesses and others, God forms and shapes servants for 
His church. 
 

As a Synod, we have developed a comprehensive system in 
forming our church workers. We have established a Luther-
an school system with 1,741 preschools (63,483 students), 
828 elementary schools (62,989 students in K–8), 97 high 
schools (16,124 students), three international schools, sev-
en colleges and universities (978 students in church-work 
programs), and two seminaries (443 ordination-track stu-
dents). 
 

Declining numbers 
 

While we rejoice in these numbers, in the last 14 years, the 
LCMS has experienced a 59% decrease in our pre-
seminary Concordia University enrollment, a 61% decrease 
in Lutheran teaching programs, a 56% decrease in our di-
rector of Christian education programs, a 43% decrease in 
the deaconess program, a 47% decrease in director of par-
ish music programs and a 65% decrease in director of fam-
ily life programs. In our seminaries, the Synod has experi-
enced a combined decrease of 55% of those enrolled in 
the Master of Divinity degree over the last 14 years. 
 

Yet, we are not driven by fear but hope. We raise up work-
ers in the church not to sustain institutions but to serve the 

church. A church worker shortage may get our attention, 
but our focus continues to be on Christ and proclaiming His 
death and resurrection for the salvation of our children, 
grandchildren, all our loved ones and our neighbors near 
and far. 
 

God raises up church leaders in many and various ways, 
and not always from childhood. Many are brought to faith 
in their adolescent and adult lives. Many become church 
workers in a second career. There are rare examples, like 
St. Paul, of people whom God calls on the spot and com-
missions to do His work. However, in the broad and expan-
sive life of the church, the reality is much less exciting. 

God’s work of raising church leaders often begins in the 
home. Scripture upholds the importance of rearing our chil-
dren in the faith, bringing our infants to Holy Baptism 

through which the Holy Spirit instills 
faith in Jesus Christ, teaching our chil-
dren diligently the Word of God when 
“you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie 
down, and when you rise” (Deut. 6:7). 
We are also reminded of Proverbs 22:6, 

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is 
old he will not depart from it.” Also, “Fathers, do not pro-
voke your children to anger, but bring them up in the disci-
pline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Luther began 
each catechism section: “As the head of the family should 
teach them in a simple way to his household.” 
 

At the same time, the LCMS is taking steps to clear away 
obstacles that stand in the way of a person becoming a 
church worker. We are also working to help our young 
church members consider a career in church work. Since 
the 2019 Synod convention, the Office of Pastoral Educa-
tion has built the foundation of the CWRI through conduct-
ing initial research, working with key influencers through-
out the Synod and securing funding. With expertise of an 
outside marketing and communications firm, LCMS Com-
munications, the chief mission officer, the seminaries, the 
Concordia University System and more, we are now solicit-
ing experts to write, create resources, share ideas and un-
leash this initiative into the Synod. The initiative will focus 
on three age groups and their primary and secondary influ-
encers: (1) baptized infant through sixth grade, (2) sev-
enth and eighth grade, and (3) ninth through 12th grade. 
We plan to share these rich resources electronically with 
everyone in the Synod. 
 

Our LCMS church workers are knit into the fabric of our life 
together in the Synod. From the called and ordained pastor 
to the auxiliary offices, these servants of the church teach 
and confess the one thing needful: the precious Word of 
God for the life and salvation of God’s people. Through 
weekly sermons, rich pastoral care, a Bible lesson in a Lu-
theran school, a Bible study in youth group, a visit of mer-
cy and the Word from a deaconess, God’s people are fed 
and nourished by the Word of God for the life and salva-
tion of their bodies and souls. There is nothing else in all 
creation that compares to the value, gift and power of 
God’s Word that our church workers wield and apply to 
those whom they serve.  
[1] Lutheran Service Book: Agenda (St. Louis: CPH, 2006), 218. Emphasis added.  

“Therefore pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest”  
                                           (Matt. 9:38) 
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Elm Grove Lutheran School children began their 2021-2022 academic year on August 23! 
 

The church body prays that God will bless their education, as well as those who serve them as parents, teachers, 
pastors, and others who support and strengthen their learning, and their faith in our Lord and Savior. 

Sean Steinke  
 

Sean Steinke (Mr. S), comes to serve our families 
with a desire to build joy and creativity in each stu-
dent through music. 
 

Sean and his wife, Kristine have raised four children 
and hosted seven international students as they pur-
sue a life call to ministry in school and church set-
tings. 
 

Mr. S currently serves as Music Minister at St 
Michael's Anglican Church in Delafield. He has taught 
music, choirs, ensembles and directed theatre for 
grades K-12 since 1998. You may see him bike to 
school or jogging after school! Fall is his favorite sea-
son, and his favorite movement of Vivaldi's "Four 
Seasons." 

Amy Zientek, Ph.D 
 

Amy Zientek (Mrs. Z or Mrs. Zientek) has accepted a position 
as the 5th Grade teacher and Director of Teaching and Learn-
ing. Many of you know Amy as Mrs. Zientek, wife to Matthew 
and mother of Mikayla (Grade 5), Madelyn (Grade 1) and  
Morgan (K4). She and her family are members at EGL. A grad-
uate of Our Redeemer Lutheran School, where her mother Lin-
da Brzezinski served as the cook for 9 years, Amy has a love 
for Lutheran education and a strong desire to invest in the 
next generation. 
 

A person of great humility, Amy is an exceptionally accom-
plished professional with many honors and awards. A brief list 
of recent accomplishments include: PAESMT WI State Finalist 
(2021); Celebrating Teachers & Teaching Award -(2019); Out-
standing Science Teacher Award from the University of Minne-
sota - Award Recipient (2010). In addition she is a Presenter 
and Member of the National Science Teachers Association. 
 

If she isn't in her classroom, you might spot her with a troupe 
of nighttime riders around Brookfield Academy. Amy is a new 
owner of a recumbent bike, and the family has decked out 
every bike in spoke lights for evening rides. 
 

We are tremendously blessed to have someone of Amy's    
caliber join the teaching staff at EGL. 

MEET OUR NEW 

TEACHERS 
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In addition to the new faces, two individuals who were already members of the EGL staff will be 
taking new roles. 
 

• Mrs. Deb Margrett will now serve as the Director of Music 

• Mr. Joe Benson will now serve as Athletic Director 
Mrs. Margrett and Mr. Benson will send updates regarding Music and Athletics as student      
interest is confirmed. 

MORE     

TEACHER 

NEWS — 

PARENTS of EGLS Students:   
 

Please update student/parent information on the Fast Direct Online Registration for 2021-2022.  
 

And, the school registration process means updating your child’s immunization record and completing consent 
forms for medications to be taken. Please send or drop off a copy of your child’s immunization record to the 
school office no later than 30 days after school starts to Sandy Brown. 

You can obtain a copy of the student immunization record at:  

dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/f-04020L.htm 
 

The following are the minimum required immunizations for each age and grade level according to the Wisconsin     
Student Immunization Law. These requirements can be waived for health, religious, or personal conviction reasons. 
Additional immunizations may be recommended for your child depending on his or her age. Please contact your doctor 
or local health department to determine if your child needs additional immunizations.  

 

  Grade/Age Number of Doses Pre-K (ages 2 through 4 yrs) 
  4 DTaP/DTP/DT2 ,3 Polio, 3 Hepatitis B6, 1 MMR7 ,1 Varicella8  
 

  Kindergarten through Grade 5  
  4 DTaP/DTP/DT/Td, 4 Polio5 ,3 Hepatitis B6, 2 MMR7 , 2 Varicella8  
 

  Grades 6 through 12  
  4 DTaP/DTP/DT/Td2, 1 Tdap4, 4 Polio5, 3 Hepatitis B6, 2 MMR7, 2 Varicella8   

 

Contact Sandy Brown (sbrown@egl.org, 262-272-2970), EGLS Administrative Assistant, with any questions.  

The heritage of Lutheran education  
at our church 

In 1947, Elm Grove Lutheran, Our Redeemer Luther-
an, and Beautiful Savior Lutheran formed the Wau-
watosa Lutheran School Association, using the facili-
ties of Our Redeemer Lutheran School at N. 88th and 
Meinecke. Elm Grove Lutheran bought a bus and 
Clara Birnschein volunteered as the first driver. Dur-
ing the 1947-48 school year, 12 children from Elm 
Grove Lutheran attended the Christian day school.  
 

In the fall of 1954, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
who, like EGL, had a rapidly growing church mem-
bership, announced to the Wauwatosa Lutheran 
School Association that, beginning with the 1955 
school year, it would need the entire facility for its 
own children. 
 

Our congregation voted to make the school facility 
available to the association for only two years: 1955-
56 and 1956-57.  
 

Mr. Robert Nieting, a 1942 graduate of Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebraska, was called to 
be the principal of the association school. Enrollment 
for the first year was 131 students, with three teach-
ers and Mr. Nieting. Since those first two years, EGLS 
has been operated solely by Elm Grove Lutheran 
Congregation.  
 

Mr. Nieting was called to be the first principal and in 
1957 the congregation built a home for him and his 
wife, Carmen, and their three children at 755 Terrace 
Drive. As school enrollment steadily grew, so did the 
number of teachers, from four in 1955 to eight in 
1962.  
    Source: Elm Grove Lutheran Church 50 Years of Grace 1940-1990 

Grades 5 to 8 1955-1956 

Grades 7-8 1959-1960 Mr. Robert Nieting 
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 YOUNG ADULT UPDATE:  
  

After a couple of starts and stops due to 
COVID, we had a get-together on Tuesday, 
July 20 in the Bartlet Center.  The plan was to 
have a pizza dinner and a game night.  Howev-
er, it turned out that it was the same night as 
Game 6 of the NBA Finals featuring the Mil-
waukee Bucks.  The evening did feature pizza, 
but the game night part was postponed so that 
everyone could go home to enjoy the game.   
 

Eight young adults attended including Pastor 
Aaron and Martha Reseburg who also brought 
along daughter, Eden.  It was a nice way to 
get to know the Reseburgs.  The group found many com-
mon areas to talk about.  Four of the group are Concordia 
Wisconsin graduates (the Reseburgs, Christiana Ewert and 

Christine Wilcox).  There was also high school 
cross country talk as Pastor Reseburg ran CC at 
Sheboygan Lutheran, and Ann and Christine 
Wilcox ran at Milwaukee Lutheran.  The coach-
es of the two schools are the Jurss brothers, 
and there is a bit of a rivalry there.  
 

Watch the weekly newsletter for announce-
ments of future gatherings.  There was talk of 
a bonfire this fall and a game night.  The group 
is a way for young people to meet with other 
like-minded Christians.  The age range is post-
high school to ages 30-35.   This is not a sin-
gles group.  It is meant to be for both single 
and married couples.   

 
 Questions can be directed to Sue Wilcox 
 at 262-444-3875 or suew14237@gmail.com.   

Tyler Hipke graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
– Madison on May 8th with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Bio-Chemistry. Tyler continued to curl competitively 
through college, making a National Championship in 
2019. Tyler worked throughout college at Westmoor 
County Club where he enjoyed the employee perk of his 
next favorite pastime, free golfing. Tyler is working for 
Hydrite Chemical Company in Brookfield, he is currently 
an account representative on a track for Outside Sales.  

 

5-8 Grade Youth — SAVE the DATE! 
 

Saturday, September 25, 9 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Concordia University — Wisconsin 
12800 N Lake Shore Drive  Mequon, WI  

 

If you are, or know a student in grades 5-8, consider 
attending this FREE special event. 
 

It presents an opportunity for young people to wrestle 
with, and share challenges about, the current culture 
in today’s world. 
 

The conference will ground youth in the grace of their 
baptism, teach them about the doctrine of vocation, 
give them information about college and careers, and 
allow them to take part in breakaway sessions led by 
CUW professors and other guest speakers. These ses-
sions are designed to strengthen their faith and help 
them to live as servants of Christ in our challenging 
world.  
 

Lunch will be provided at no cost.  
 

Registration material will be made available soon. Ask 
either one of your pastors for additional information.  

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.           (Romans 8:28) 

EGL Congratulates Tyler Hipke! 
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September Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”) 
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not  

included, please be sure to contact the church office.  
Thanks! 

 

Sept. 1 
A-Casey & Alanna Carney 
A-Steve & Karen Handrich 
Brian Behr 
Eleanor Senkbeil  
Dustin Stiloski  
 

Sept. 2 
A-Jeff & Linda Timm 
Linda Hoffmann  
Tom Knuteson 
Michael Marble  
Joanne Seeger  
 

Sept. 3 
Caleb Hedtke  
Damien Langner 
Brian Zavadil  
 

Sept. 4 
A-Jeffrey & Shari Schulz 
 

Sept. 5 
A-Pr. Hal & Jane Senkbeil (50) 
Deborah Beber  
Emily Ewert  
Jamie Krueger  
Joe VanderMeer  
 

Sept. 6  
A-Joe & Maggie Boudro  
A-Judy & Jerry Pritchard  
Avis Browne  
Kitty Tice  
 

Sept. 7  
A-Duane & Ann Wunsch  
Brayden Nobile  
 

Sept. 8  
Michele Bellante 
Jacob Boudro   
Allison  Cebulla 
Karen Clark  
Fred Witzke 
 

Sept. 9 
A-Clark & Jennifer Gaulke  
 

Sept. 10 
A-Sabrina & Cedric Dennis  
A-Louis & Susan Fohr 
Harry Knight  
Brad Patterson  
Kieran Wagner 
 
 
 

 

Sept. 11 
A-Daniel & Lisa Burant 
Gayle Berry  
Andrew Elvers  
Amelia Heup  
 

Sept. 12 
A-Linda & Jim Beckley  
Sabrina Dennis 
Deb Margrett 
Pat Schober 
 

Sept. 13  
Dick Cruz  
Benjamin Seeger  
 

Sept. 14  
A-David & Yvonne Bangle  
Bob Brockman 
Dan Pautz  
 

Sept. 15  
A-Jill & Craig Cookle  
Matt Elvers  
Bobby LaFond  
Tyler Schmid 
 

Sept. 16 
Ryan Gronitz  
Ronald Higgins 
Rev. Dennis Hipenbecker 
Morgan Matthews  
 

Sept. 17 
A-Al & Darlene Baumgart 
Jim Clark  
Gabrielle Harner  
Mya Schultz  
Terry Tuttrup  
 

Sept. 18 
Alice Chen 
Zoe Schneider 
 

Sept. 19 
A-Julie & Ryan Luetzow 
A-Bob & Laurie Radewahn  
Leona Dober  
Wilson Nicely  
Bob Radewahn  
Forrest Schumacher  
 

Sept. 20  
Lyn Peterson  
Rick Wegner  
 
 

 

Sept. 21 
A-Jeff & Peggy Paulsen  
Ryan Browne  
Jill Cookle  
Hanna Radewahn  
Jacob Rentmaster  
 

Sept. 22 
Gary Will  
 

Sept. 23  
Matthew Boudro  
Ed Herzberg  
Kevin Kysely  
Emily Rohde 
 

Sept. 24  
A-Dan & Gayle Berry  
A-Stu & Sharon Boudro  
A-Dick & Jean Kruse (50) 
JoAnne Peterson  
Kelsey Wegner  
 

Sept. 25  
A-Mal & Jane Chapman  
A-Sam & Rose Lee  
A-Eric & Monica Seeger  
Chase Hipke  
Miriam Soderland  
Barb Steffel  
 

Sept. 26 
Joanne Carstens  
Amy Stiloski  
 

Sept. 27  
A-John & Carol Schaefer 
Rebecca Butler 
George Fleischmann  
Michael Rohde  
 

Sept. 28  
Kenzie Peters 
John Schaefer  
Eric Seeger  
 

Sept. 29  
Inge Klammer 
Nathan Van Schaick   
 

Sept. 30 
A-Mark & Carol Ewert  
Benjamin Ewert  
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James W. Burhop, MD, FACS 
General and Vascular Surgery 

Ascension Medical Group - Brookfield Surgical Associates

17000 W. North Ave. Suite 107W  
Brookfield, WI 53005

T: (262) 785-7740 | F: (262) 785-7741

BUNZEL’S OLD FASHIONED 
MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats
Party Trays • Catering

Thank You For Supporting A Family Tradition

9015 W. BURLEIGH 
873-7960 • www.bunzelmeats.com

ROMAN ELECTRIC 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Residential Work
640 S. 70th St.                        414-471-8565

RESIDENTIAL Apartments
Units in Milwaukee(91st & Beloit) - includes heat

Units in Waukesha - 4 family townhomes  
check for availability and pictures

www.camdl.com

Family owned & operated Betty/Gerhard Palmer

Call Frank Janssen       414-430-8060

HARDER 
FUNERAL SERVICE

Eric C. Harder
Providing the exceptional service and facilities 

families have come to expect.

18700 W. Capitol Dr.   781-8350

We think outside the bag!
Holistic Healthy - Pet Diets 

Toxic-Free Cleaners  
Essential Oils

414-444-4110
5835 W. Bluemound Rd. 

Milwaukee, WI 53213
Store Hours: 

Mon. & Wed. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., Tues. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Thur., Fri., Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sun. Noon - 4 p.m.

Parish 
Member

excavating • grading
tom brojanac • 414-333-4906

1020 Legion Drive 262-786-1040
www.welkes.com

Contact Rich Clark 
 to place an ad today! 

rclark@4LPi.com 
 or (800) 950-9952 x2571
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September 

Elm Grove Ev. Lutheran Church Calendar—2021 



The deadline for articles and photos to be  
submitted for the next Seasons  is: 

Wednesday, September 15 
 Submissions can be sent to   

seasons@egl.org 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
We will resume our regular service schedule  

beginning September 12: 
 

Sunday  8:00 a.m. 
 

The Lord’s Supper celebrated   
1st, 3rd, 5th Sunday 

 

Bible Study  
9:30-10:30 

 

Sunday  10:45 a.m. 
 

The Lord’s  Supper celebrated   
2nd, 4th, 5th Sunday 

 
 

Saturday 5:30 p.m. 
 

The Lord’s Supper celebrated   
1st, 3rd, 5th Saturday 

 

Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor  

Rev. Aaron Reseburg, Associate Pastor 

Dr. Samuel Lee, Vicar 

Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus  

Miss Stephanie Bahr, Interim Principal  
 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

           Make sure to follow Elm Grove Evangelical           
  Lutheran Church and School on Facebook!                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday, September 8, 1:00 p.m. 
Elm Grove Public Library, O’Neill Room 
13600 Juneau Blvd., Elm Grove, 262-782-6717 

 

Francesca Johnson from the Wisconsin Bureau of Consum-
er Protection will discuss the details of scams that target 
seniors, the warning signs of a scam, and what to do if 
you or someone you know falls victim to a scam of fraud.  

Scams & Frauds Targeting Seniors 


