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PASTOR CLAY’S 

COLUMN 

Apri l  27,  1873  
 
This is the date that Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church was founded in Stevens Point. The first pastor was 
The Rev. N. Berge and all of the services were held in the 
Norwegian language (which was, as the people of the time 
noted, the language that God spoke). Eventually, services 
were offered in English and in 1898, the congregation 
changed its name to Trinity Lutheran Church.  
 
For those who are quick with arithmetic, you may have 
already noticed that our congregation will be 150 years old 
in April of 2023. That time is fast approaching, which 
means it is time to start planning a Sesquicentennial 
Anniversary Celebration. I would like to start the effort off 
by asking if we have any folks in the congregation who 
would like to be part of planning our anniversary 
celebrations. This work is not for everyone. Most of us 
have at least a passing interest in such historical 
connections. But some have special interests and skills for 
memorializing these kinds of events. If you are such a 
person, or know of someone you would like to nominate, I 
would love to hear from you.  
 
In 1999, there was a 125th year anniversary celebration. 
We still have the historical book that was published at the 
time, listing the names of all Trinity pastors, as well as 
milestones. On its first page, there was a list of celebration 
events. They were scheduled from early February through 
the end of May, when the Bishop came to preach. I am 
sure that many of you will remember those events. I am 
hoping that we can do as well this time around as we lift up 
the wonderful history of our congregation and engage the 
entire city in this historic moment.  
 
I look forward to hearing from all of you who are feeling 
called to help us all celebrate. Thank you in advance.  
 

~Pastor Clay Schmit 

Deaths: 
Dan Jirovec (died 1-14-2022) An interment service at 
McDill Cemetery with Full Military Honor will be on 
Thursday, July 7th at 1:30 p.m. followed by a celebration of 
life at the Sky Club in Plover. Pisarski Funeral Home is 
honored to be serving the Family.   
 
Art Fraske (died 1-15-2022) Shuda Funeral  Home. 
 

Transfers Out:     
Richard & Mary Kay Doolittle transferred to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran in Stevens Point, WI (2-9-2022) 
 
Dean & Sandy Hagness transferred to St. Paul’s Lutheran in 
Stevens Point, WI (2-9-2022) 
 

Welcome New Members: (March 6, 2022) 

Todd, Anne, and Allison Faulks  
Bob & Gloria Poth 
John & Nancy Wenger 
Andrew, Radonna, Andora, Calliope, and Benjamin 

Griesman 

 
PASTORAL ACTS 

Trinity youth have a limited number of quarts 

of Wisconsin maple syrup available for purchase for 
a suggested donation of $20 each. Please see Todd 
if you are at all interested. 

Special Stewardship Appeal 
In February, we began a 2 month campaign to raise funds 
in support of our Trinity Learning Center and Preschool in 
light of their recent year end covid shut downs. We are 
delighted to announce that the campaign has raised over 
$12,000. If anyone would like to still contribute toward this 
important cause, you are welcome to do so.  Thanks to all 
who supported this venture already. 

 



3 

 

 MISSIONARY NEWSLETTER 

 
Dear friends,  
 
Spare my rights! Love heals, not hurts! No to violence – We want Peace! Enough is enough! Women’s lives matter! This 
must stop – End Gender-based violence!  
 
These were some of the powerful messages of resistance and hope displayed on the posters carried by conference 
participants as they walked together on International Women’s Day (March 8, 2022).  
 

More than 30 Lutheran and 
Moravian women pastors and 
church leaders from the Southern 
Africa region gathered in person for 
the first time in two years for the 
LUCSA Gender Justice and Women’s 
Empowerment Consultation in 
Johannesburg, South Africa from 
March 6-10. The theme of the 
conference was: “A Gender-just 
church today, for sustainable 
Mission tomorrow.” [The Lutheran 
Communion in Southern Africa 
(LUCSA) is the sub-regional 
expression of the Lutheran World 
Federation comprised of 15 member 
churches in ten countries across 
Southern Africa www.lucsa.org ]  

 
Several of the pastors present were recognized and congratulated for their courage and faith being the very first women to 
be ordained in their respective churches.  
 
The program included devotions, Bible studies, lively singing, guest speakers, group discussions and the sharing of stories 
of suffering, faith, hope and resistance in the face of gender-based violence, patriarchy, exploitation and inequality.  
 
The annual consultation is part of LUCSA’s strategy to equip member churches with institutional and personal 
competencies to achieve gender justice, transformation, peace, justice and sustainable development in church and society. 
  
The ELCA is committed to accompanying companion churches as they faithfully engage in proclamation of the Gospel, 
mission outreach and work to mitigate the impact of poverty, HIV&AIDS, climate change, Gender-based violence, conflict 
and the COVID-19 pandemic in the communities they serve.  
 
Thank you for your prayers, support and your participation in God’s mission locally and globally.  
 
Yours faithfully, Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson  
ELCA Regional Representative - Southern Africa / Johannesburg, March 10, 2022  
My blog page address is: https://southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/  
Please visit my fundraising page. (Note: This fundraising page is set up for individuals’ gifts only.)  
If you are donating on behalf of a congregation or organization, please visit ELCA.org/MissionaryGiving for online giving.  
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 TLC 
PRESCHOOL 

2022-2023 4K Registration has begun. TLC&P hosted a 4K Open House for potential students in February, which was well 
attended.  We will once again be offering an AM and PM session of 4K for 2022-2023. We also have Wrap-Around Child 
Care available.  For more information regarding our 4K Program or Wrap-Around Child Care please contact Amy at the 
center (715-344-2227).    
         
“Read Across America” was observed the week of February 28th.  In celebration of Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday, we had a character day, pajama day, treat day, and rainbow day.  The children and staff 
enjoyed all the fun days. 
 
In April we will celebrate the Week of the Young Child. April 4th-8th we have some fun activities 
scheduled for the children. The 4K students will be visiting the Boston School Forest. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the Learning Center fundraiser. We appreciate 
everyone who supports the Learning Center. 
 
Amy Kurkowski 
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Ways to get your monetary 
donations to Trinity: 

 

Offering envelopes. 
GivePlus on the Trinity website. 
Using the mail slot at door #2. 

 
GROCERY DONATIONS 

EASTER DECORATIONS 
One of the most meaningful symbols of Christ’s 
resurrection is the lily. If you would like to contribute to 
the flowers and decorations for Easter morning, please 
return this form to the church office by Monday, April 
11th. 
 

NAME__________________________________________ 
 
#_____ plant(s) at $19 each = $______________________ 
 

Given in Memory of: 
 

________________________________________________ 
 

Given in Celebration of:  
 

________________________________________________ 
 
 Please deliver my plant to a shut-in. 
 

 I will pick up my plant immediately 
following the  10:45 a.m. service Easter 
Sunday. 

 

 I will help with flower delivery. 

Trinity Learning Center and 
Preschool 

 
As you may know, the Global and Local Outreach (GLO) 
Committee coordinates monthly and Easter season 
congregational appeals, which are identified as Loose 
Change and the Lenten Coins. These various appeals are 
intended to support, on a rotational basis, local, regional, 
national and international agencies that serve their 
respective community needs. For the months of March and 
April, both of the GLO appeals will benefit an agency that is 
closer to home. 
 
The Trinity Learning Center and Preschool has provided 
outstanding services to families and children since 1987. 
Unfortunately, COVID-related service disruptions have 
been devastating financially for this Trinity-sponsored 
program. As such, GLO is joining in on the church council’s 
special appeal to support the Learning Center and 
Preschool.  
 
The special appeal seeks to raise $60,000 needed to keep 
the school strong as it navigates the continued challenges 
of the pandemic. Our congregational members have 
always been firmly committed to supporting agencies in 
need. We appreciate the continued and ongoing support of 
this valuable ministry.  
 
To contribute, bring to worship or mail a check payable to 
Trinity Lutheran Church with Learning Center and 
Preschool in the memo. You may drop your loose change 
into the collection plate! Please also refer to the special 
appeal letter sent to your home. There are online donation 
options included in the letter for your convenience. Thank 
you for your generosity!  
 

Anne Hoffmann, Global Local Outreach Committee 

 Lenten Coins 2022 

Salvation Army 
 

During the month of April our grocery donations – both 
actual groceries or cash - will go to the Salvation Army.  
Now that restrictions at our church have been lifted we will 
again accept grocery donations in the grocery cart by the 
elevator. 
 
The grocery items listed below will be used to make bag 
lunches to be given to local residents who stop by the 
Hope Center requesting a meal.  Requests include: gravy 
packets, sweet and sour sauce, jello and pudding mixes, 
jelly, egg noodles, sauerkraut, canned peas and carrots.  
Non-food items requested include: paper towels, toilet 
paper, quart and sandwich zip lock plastic bags, dish soap, 
napkins, window cleaner, bathroom cleaner and floor 
cleaner.  
 
 Presently the Hope Center is about three quarters full.  
When the warming center closes in April that will increase 
the population to four people per room. 
 
Now that we are collecting groceries again, volunteers are 
needed to deliver groceries to the food pantries at the end 
of each month.  If you are interested please contact Janet 
Swiston. 
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LOOSE CHANGE 

SPARE-A-DIME 2022 Synod Assembly 
Service Project 

This year’s Synod Assembly service project will be 
partnering with Sleep in Heavenly Peace, a non-profit 
committed to making sure no child has to sleep on the floor 
by building twin-sized bunk beds. East Central Synod of 
Wisconsin will be partnering with SHP in hosting a build 
day for twenty beds (or more) to be given to local children 
in need of a proper place to sleep.  Each bed costs 
approximately $250 to build, including building materials, 
tools, storage and delivery, and training volunteers. These 
are solidly built bunk beds meant to last for years. St. 
Andrew’s in Oshkosh will be hosting the build–date tbd. 

How can the congregations in our synod help out? 

We need help in three different ways: 

1. Donations to fund a build day. We need $5,000 (or 
more) to host a build day for this great cause. ($250/
bed x 20= $5,000).  If you would like to donate a 
monetary gift please designate that it is for the Synod 
Assembly Service Project  on your donation to Trinity 
Lutheran Church.  Please get your donation to Trinity 
by  Sunday, May 8th. 

 
2. We also need volunteers! It would be great to have 

volunteers from all over the synod gather for the 
actual build day (to be scheduled) ahead of this year’s 
Assembly. We’re also hoping at least one person from 
each conference can join our service project planning 
committee to share information and build excitement 
in your area.  

 
3. A bed isn’t really fit for sleep without bedding! We’re 

hoping to collect twin-sized sheets and comforters, as 
well as pillows, to make these beds comfy and cozy for 
the children who will receive them. Items will then be 
gathered for the assembly and given to SHP for the 
beds. 

Any additional questions? Please contact Rev. Paul 
Johnson at (715) 201-9090 or 
PaulAndrewJohnson101@gmail.com for more info or to 
volunteer for the committee! 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 
EASTERN EUROPE CRISIS - 

UKRAINE 
 
On February 24, Russian forces invaded Ukraine, launching 
attacks across the country, including on the capital of Kyiv 
and other major cities.  Airports are shut, and few railway 
lines are operational.  Millions of civilians fleeing the 
violence are heading toward Ukraine’s western districts 
and neighboring countries.  Over 300 civilians have been 
killed so far, and damage to civilian infrastructure has left 
hundreds of thousands of people without water or 
electricity.  Ukrainian men of military age (18-60) are 
forbidden to leave the country, so most of those fleeing 
are women and children.  According to the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees, more than 2 million people 
are seeking refuge in neighboring countries including 
Hungry, Poland, Slovakia, Moldova and Romania.  There 
are major humanitarian concerns for both internally 
displaced people and refugees.  Many Ukrainians fleeing 
their homes need shelter and such basic necessities as 
food, water and toiletries.  Care also includes pastoral and 
psychological support to address the trauma endured. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our 
companions in Ukraine, Hungry, Poland and Slovakia, as 
well as our ecumenical partners - Lutheran World 
Federation and Church World Service, in their 
humanitarian responses to the crisis.  Together we are 
providing refugees with support and supplies such as food, 
blankets, water and hygiene kits.   
 
Please pray for those in Eastern Europe who have been 
affected by the crisis in Ukraine.  May God’s healing 
presence give them peace and hope in their time of need. 
 
To contribute, bring to worship or mail your check payable 
to Trinity Lutheran Church 
with Lutheran Disaster 
Response in the memo.   
You may drop your loose 
change in the collection 
plate.  
 
Thank you for your 
generosity! 
 
Global and Local Outreach 

Committee 

mailto:PaulAndrewJohnson101@gmail.com
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 LUNCH BUNCH 

The next Trinity Lunch Bunch is at R.D.’s Diner at noon  
Tuesday,  April 19th. To help us determine a number for 
the reservation, RSVP anytime either by email or phone 
that you will be attending. 

Jane Flanagan 
flanagan55@charter.net or 715-341-4989  

 
Jane Goudreau 

If you have not 
checked out https://
www.trinitysp.com/ 
lately be sure you do.  
Browse around the 

website there may be 
things on there that you had 

know idea that information 
could be found there. 

 
THANK & TELL 

 We are thankful for our faithful volunteers who help 
with the sound booth, livestream, and camera each 
week.  

 
 Thank you so much to the group that always takes time 

out of their morning once a month to come over and 
assemble or proofread the Tower. 

 
 Thanks to the Senior Choir for returning for in-person 

mailto:flanagan55@charter.net
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TRINITY 

QUILTMAKERS 

Bringing a baby into the world can be a difficult and scary 
thing for a mother living in poverty.  Keeping a new baby 
healthy, clean and comfortable can take a lot of resources. 
The items included in the Baby Care Kit provide the basics 
a family needs to care for their babies. 
 
We are coming unto the Rummage Sale season and for 
those who like to check them out here are some things 
that are needed for these kits: cotton t-shirts; sleepers 
without feet; baby socks. All items must be in good 
condition (no stains or tears), sizes 6-24 months. 
 
Last year we made 143 layettes.  That requires a lot of 
items. Some are used  (in good condition) and most items 
are purchased such as flannel for blankets, diapers, towels, 
soap and diaper pins. Many items are purchased with the 
Action Team projects from Thrivent. Let me know if you 
could do one of these projects. It’s very easy to do and 
would be a big contribution to our kits. 
 
Our quilting days in April are: Tuesday, April 12th and 
Thursday, April 28th from 9-3 p.m.  Coffee & treats at 
10:30 and bag lunch at 12:30. Join us in the Chapel Area as 
we work together making quilts that bring comfort to 
those in need around the world. 

~Lois Hagen 
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 TRINITY 
LIBRARY 

Dear Trinity, 
Thanks so much for 
the altar flowers we 
received on February 
21st. It’s very nice to 

be remembered in this way.  And 
thanks to Ed Clussman for bringing the 

flowers and visiting for a while.                ~Lynn & Bill Anderson 
 

Thank you to trinity for the flowers delivered by Ed 
Clussman—enjoyed visiting with Ed.     ~Doris Charlesworth 

2022-2023 Scholarship Applications are 

available in the church office or on the Trinity Website 
under the Member Resources link and then click on Forms.  
Ottem and Rasmussen forms must be returned by April 
30th. To qualify for Ottem, you must be a Trinity member 
attending a Lutheran college or seminary full time.  For the 
Rasmussen, you must be a full time student at a public or 
private college or technical college, and a member of 
Trinity. 
 

Endowment and Memorial Gifts Committee 

Easter Readings 
 
Easter falls on April 17 so you still have time to check our 
library’s Easter collection in the Subject Catalog.  Here are 
three I recently enjoyed: 
 

Primary 
The Sparrow’s Easter Song (Pri Ada) by Michelle Medlock 
Adams 
 
Adams is a journalist and author of over 90 books, many of 
which are Christian stories for children. The Sparrow’s 
Easter Song presents the Easter story in a rhyme as told by 
a small sparrow to his animal friends.  Maybe it’s a house 
sparrow since that’s the most common breed of sparrow 
found in Israel. The book is appropriate for children old 
enough to comprehend a difficult story that is made easier 
by the use of animal friends and colorful illustrations. 
 
What gift is the sparrow given for his part in spreading the 
“Good News” of the miracle that came to pass? 
 

Intermediate 
Ride On! Ride On! (Int Mar) By Sylvia Parson Martin 
 
Yes, the title is from a familiar hymn and story is told in 
Mark 11:1-10. This delightful story of the first Palm Sunday 
is told through the eyes of a young boy, Jairus, who 
desperately wants to ride his donkey colt, Shimri. But his 
father insists the time is not yet right.  Curl up together on 
the couch with your son or daughter and listen to the 
story.  It will give you the opportunity to explain some 
concepts like “breaking” a horse/donkey or  the history of 
the Passover. And, as the editor writes, “Ride On!” will 
teach children the virtue of patience and joy of being 
chosen for the Lord’s Service. Why was the time not yet 
right? 
 

Non-fiction 
The First Easter (263 Mar) from the Sermons of Peter 
Marshall edited by Catherine Marshall 

 
In 1937 Peter Marshall became pastor of the New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, DC, and in 
1946 was appointed as a US Senate Chaplain, serving from 
January 4, 1947, until his sudden death of a heart attack 
two years later, at age 46. 
 
Find a quiet place, a time when you can be alone to absorb 
the beauty of this small book.  Mrs. Marshall has taken 
excerpts from many of Dr. Marshall’s Easter sermons to 
give us this magnificent dramatic telling of Passion Week, 
from the Last Supper to the events following Christ’s 
resurrection. A gifted story teller, Marshall weaves 
together Biblical quotations, past events in Christ’s, Roman 
history, and his own commentary. 
 

~Roberta Holthusen for the Library Committee  
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CHURCH OFFICE 
Phone .................................................................. (715) 344-2869 
Hours .......................................... Weekdays 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Answering Machine ............................................ (715) 344-2869 
Fax....................................................................... (715) 344-9123 
Sunday Worship .................................. 9:00 a.m. and 10:45  a.m. 
Wednesday Worship .................................................... 5:00 p.m. 
All Committee Night ...................... Tuesday, April 5 at 7:00 p.m. 
Trinity Website ............................................. www.trinitysp.com  
 

CHURCH STAFF CONTACT 
Clay Schmit, Senior Pastor .................................... 715-496-1957 
 ClaySchmit@trinitysp.com 
Todd Lewis, Youth and Family .............................. 715-864-4614 
 ToddLewis@trinitysp.com 
Doris Way, Administrative Assistant ............................. 344-2869 
 trinity@trinitysp.com 
Tammy Koch, Financial Assistant .................................. 344-2869 
 tammykoch@trinitysp.com 
Glen Bauer, Director, Building & Grounds .................... 570-4931 
 GlenBauer@trinitysp.com 
Katie Wroblewski, Principal Organist & Bell Choir ............. 572-3492 
Heidi Corcoran, Coordinator of Worship and Arts ....... 592-3594 
Kelly Nielsen, Conductor of Choirs and Praise Band ....................  
Barb Towey, Organist Emerita ...................................... 341-1825 
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P Director ................................... 344-2227 
East Central Synod website/e-mail ................................ecsw.org 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL HOME 
Tina Peters, President ................................................... 341-6570 
Jeff Martin, Past President ............................................ 341-9619 
Edye Ray, Vice President .............................................. 592-6607 
Donna Watson, Secretary ............................................. 341-7424 
Sue Acaley, Treasurer and Finance ............................... 345-9935 
Kristi Bean, Building & Grounds .................................... 340-5438 
DeeAnn Donahue, Christian Education ........................ 342-4830 
Roberta Holthusen, Christian Life & Gr-owth ............... 341-0807 
Megan Espe, Communication ....................................... 830-9434 
David Blado, Global/Local Outreach ............................. 341-8308 
Jeff Martin, Personnel................................................... 341-9619 
Joel Lemke, Stewardship .............................................. 572-0259 
Amy Kurkowski, TLC&P ................................................. 344-2227 
Randy Olson, Worship .................................................. 344-5376 
Vacant, Youth & Family Ministry .......................................................  

TOWER STAFF 
Editor: Tammy Koch, clerk@trinitysp.com 

 

Tower Helpers: 
Roberta Holthusen, Betty Scheppa, Shari Willer, Diane & Ralph 
Lavin, Bea Berg, Judy Spilde, Laurie Graboski-Bauer, Lois Hagen, 

Barb Taugner and Pat Gerbitz 
 

TOWER DEADLINE: April 19, 2022 

 12-MONTH 
BUDGET ACTUAL 

Envelope Offering 506,117.80 113,182.55 

Loose Offering 2,500.00 1,143.00 

Miscellaneous 2,500.00 15.00 

World Hunger 0.00 426.50 

Seasonal Offering 7,750.00 250.25 

   
Receipts (YTD) 521,367.80 114,590.80 

Disbursements 549,472.00 82,401.78 

Net (+/-) (28,104.20) 32,189.02 

   
Receipts (Month)  66,774.62 

Disbursements  40,134.48 

Net (+/-)  26,640.14 

 12/31/20 12/31/21 

Baptized Membership 1064 1020 

Confirmed Membership 783 745 

Another way to support Trinity’s ongoing Youth and 
Family programs. Are you an Amazon.com shopper? 
When placing your orders visit 
www.smile.amazon.com instead and select Trinity 
Lutheran as the charity you support. It’s quick and 
easy and 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible items 
will be donated back to our ministry. AmazonSmile 
features the same selection of products, low prices 
and convenience as the regular site with the added 
benefit of supporting community organizations. 
Happy shopping! 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1410 ROGERS STREET ~ STEVENS POINT,  WI 54481  

FROM OUR CHURCH RECORDS 

THROUGH THE MONTH OF 

FEBRUARY 2022 

If school is cancelled due to the weather, 
Trinity Lutheran Church Office will be 
closed and any activities will also be 
cancelled. Listen to WSPT radio, or 
WAOW Channel 9 TV or check 
Facebook for 
cancellation 
information. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com
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  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com Trinity Lutheran, Stevens Point, WI A 4C 01-0870

SALES, SERVICE and CAR RENTAL 

715-341-1020 715-341-1020 
2849 Church St, Stevens Point, WI

Quality Dependable

Auto Repair & Service

Performed By Qualified

Technicians You Can Trust!

Doug Noskowiak, Owner
3145 Church St. • (715) 341-1576

5382 Hw 10 East • (715) 341-1600
Express Lube • (715) 341-1576

stevenspoint@autoselectonline.com

Locally Owned and 
Operated for over 

60 Years
4TH GENERATION

715.344.0727
901 Clark Street, Stevens Point, WI

 Security | Fire | Camera Surveillance 
and Access Control

2801 Stanley St., Stevens Point   (715) 544-6612

Serving 
Breakfast 

Lunch  
Dinner

$1 OFF a 
Purchase of 
$7 or More.

Open Daily 
at 6am

Specialized  
Computer Systems

IT Services • Computer Repair 
Managed Services • Networking

836 Main St. • Stevens Point 
(715) 341-0060 

www.specializedcomputers.com

SERVICING ALL MAJOR 
APPLIANCES 

Specializing in GE • Whirlpool • Kenmore • 
Speed Queen & Kitchenaid • Maytag

Washers • Dryers • Dishwashers 
• Refrigerators • Freezers • Ranges 

1300 Okray Ave, Plover  •  345-0006

Tour Wittenberg 715.253.2125 
Tour Wausau 715.845.1214 

www.homme.org

INTEGRITY TAX  
SERVICE LLC

The Year Around 
Tax Service
341-1585

1319 2nd St 
ON THE SQUARE

 Stevens Point
Office: 715-343-5701 
Cell: 715-347-5227

julie@PrismRealEstate.net
I will treat you & your loved ones with dignity & Respect.

Julie Kowalski 
Realtor®

Contact Jim Byrne to place an 
ad today! jbyrne@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Brian Suchowski
3725 Patch Street • Stevens Point, WI

715-344-5297
premierautobodyandservice.com

Your Complete Auto Repair Center


