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Our Mission
Love God. Love Others. Make disciples.
Our Vision
Making church matter by growing Ascension
parishioners into disciples who in turn invite
others to the Catholic Church in Chesterfield and
assisting other Catholic Churches to do the same.
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Epiphany of the Lord
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From Fr. Molini

Fr. Lampe

Epiphany Sunday...
In years past, this Sunday was used to announce
the major feast days of the year – long before everyone had a calendar, paper or electronic. To
honor history, here is the proclamation:
Know dear brothers and sisters, that, as we have
rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
so by leave of God’s mercy we announce to you
also the joy of his Resurrection,
who is our Savior.
On the sixth day of March will fall
Ash Wednesday, and the beginning of the fast of
the most sacred Lenten season.
On the twenty-first day of April you will celebrate
with joy Easter Day,
the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the second day of June will be the Ascension
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the ninth day of June,
the feast of Pentecost.
On the twenty-third day of June, the feast of the
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.
On the first day of December,
the First Sunday of Advent of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is honor and glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

Jesus Sometimes Seems Lost
Sometimes Jesus may seem like He is lost,
that He is absent or distant. Such times in one’s
prayer life is normal, and one of the possible reasons that it can happen is to teach us something.
Maybe Jesus is teaching us to love Him more
than we love the gifts that He gives us. To help
us overcome the attachment to the gifts, those
gifts might be withheld so that we can learn to
love and follow the Giver. We should ponder
these things in our hearts to learn what He wants
to teach us.
However, God might seem distant for other
reasons too. For example, He might seem distant
because we stopped looking for Him; we lost interest in Him; or we speed through our prayers or
simply stopped praying. When you stop spending time with a friend, your relationship starts to
fade and you’re not as close to each other anymore. So too it is with Jesus. When we stop
seeking Him, He seems to be lost or missing.
When prayer is treated as task to complete, we
often miss Jesus, but when we seek Him, then we
can find Him.
Jesus might also seem missing or lost because
of sin. Sin is an offense to God and it damages or
even destroys our friendship with Him. God resides in our souls from the moment of our baptisms as long as we avoid serious sin. When we
commit serious sin, we are rejecting God. Just as
when we reject our friends, they seem distant or
lost, so too it is with Jesus. Thankfully, Jesus is
merciful and will forgive us thru His priests in the
confessional so that we can be reconciled to Him.
Jesus can seem lost for other reasons as well,
but some of the common reasons are to teach us
something, our own lack of interest, and our sins.
If He is teaching us something, let us reflect on
what that might be. If we realize that we haven’t
been seeking Him, then let us figure out what we
will do differently to seek Him out. If we think it
might be sin, then let us make a good confession
and have that relationship restored.

Thanks, and thanks again...
I am grateful to the parishioners who have generously contributed some extra this December to
help defray the costs of our upcoming capital expenses. It is heartening to see the generosity of
our members.
It looks like the work on the Parish Offices will
begin sometime in early February so maybe by
Easter, we can host an open house in the new office space.
As for the hillside along Santa Maria Drive, we
may be looking at the summer months if all the
permitting and approvals can be arranged.
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Ascension Parish Team

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE MEETING
The Respect Life Committee will meet on
Tuesday, January 8 at 7:15 pm in the Little
Church to pray the rosary for a respect for
all human life and will then hold their
monthly meeting at 7:30 pm in the school
library. All are invited to join us.

Rev. Thomas Molini, Pastor
frmolini@ ascensionchesterfield.org
Rev. Richard Bockskopf, Senior Assoc. Pastor
rbockskopf@ ascensionchesterfield.org
Rev. Michael Lampe, Assoc. Pastor
frlampe@ ascensionchesterfield.org
Deacon C. Frank Chauvin, Permanent Deacon
Deacon Robert Keeney, Permanent Deacon
Deacon John Marino, Permanent Deacon
Deacon George Staley, Transitional Deacon
georgestaley@kenrick.edu

Hope and Healing
The grief over an abortion experience is often
so deep that it seems to be silent. Women and
men may bear this burden for years thinking
that there is no hope of forgiveness or
peace. Project Rachel/Project Joseph offers
free, private, professional counseling for anyone who is suffering because of an abortion
experience. Call Project Rachel/Project Joseph at 314-792-7565 to begin your journey of
healing and reconciliation.

Mr. Joseph Kilmade,
Elementary School Principal
jkilmade@ascensioncatholicschool.org
Mrs. Robin Seiler, Director, PSR
rseiler@ ascensionchesterfield.org
Mrs. Erica Argue,
Director, Early Childhood Center
littleschool@ascensioncatholicschool.org
Mr. Chris Foeldi, Dir. Adult Faith Formation
cfoeldi@ ascensionchesterfield.org
Miss Evie Sue Ward, Youth Minister
esward@ ascensionchesterfield.org
Mrs. Helen Fleming, Parish Office Manager
hfleming@ ascensionchesterfield.org
Mr. Ralph Winn, Liturgical Music Director
winn209@aol.com

Early Childhood Center News
Classes are in session during Parent-Teacher
Conferences this week. RE-ENROLLMENT
for the 2019-20 school year begins January 7 for
families currently enrolled in The Little School.
Families new to The Little School may register
January 15. Registration is first-come, first
served - beginning at 9:00 am. Information
about The Little School can be found on the
website:
www.ascensionchesterfield.org/LS-home

SoulCore is a prayer experience that combines
the prayers of the rosary
with core strengthening, stretching and
muscle conditioning.

!

PSR News…

All are welcome
Visit www.soulcore.com
for more information.
Next class starts Monday, January 7th
at 1:30 PM, Parish Hall
Basement and 5 PM, Gymnasium
Contact Christine Hillenbrand at
SoulCoreStLouis@gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/SoulCorewithChristine
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Regular PSR classes resume this week. All classes Kg.-8th will meet at the regular class time
and location.
Confirmation Candidates: Please choose to attend: January 8th or 9th, 6:30-8:30 pm in the
MPR.
PSR is collecting your old/used Nativity Sets and
Christmas Cards. We need them for our PSR
room prayer tables and crafts, please.
January 6, 2019

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR
Sunday, January 13, 2019
Readers
5:00 pm R1 Dave Stockman
R2 Suzie Marx
7:00 am R1/R2 Joan Heath
8:00 am R1 Barb Takavitz
R2 Jim Klug
9:15 am R1 Bonnie O’Brien
R2 Mike O’Brien
10:45 am R1 Pam Miller
R2 Christine Eilerman
12:15 pm R1/R2 Melissa Heintz
5:30 pm R1/R2 Gary Bertolucci

Monday, January 7
6:30 am Deceased Relatives & Friends
of Parishioners
8:00 am John Schoemehl
8:45 am John P Harrison (LC)
Tuesday, January 8
6:30 am Virginia Luechtefeld
8:00 am Joseph Keeney
8:45 am Intentions of Mitchell Family (MC)
Wednesday, January 9
6:30 am Carol Keeney
8:00 am Intentions of the Iannuccilli Family
8:45 am Robert Whalen (LC)
Thursday, January 10
6:30 am Lou Kruger
8:00 am Ed Huels
8:45 am Marie Stefanoni (MC)
Friday, January 11
6:30 am Mary Kay O’Neill
8:00 am Russel Flowers
8:45 am Marian Megazzini (LC)
Saturday, January 12
8:00 am Mary Rebholz
5:00 pm Emily Meyer
Sunday, January 13
7:00 am Joseph Rychnovski
8:00 am Intentions of Eric Depke
9:15 am Donald Cushing
10:45 am For Parish Family
12:15 pm Georgiaann Kells
5:30 pm Brenda Mast

Servers
5:00 pm
7:00 am
8:00 am
9:15 am
10:45 am

Megan, Abigail & Sarah Schoemehl
Mackenzie & Joseph Schuler
Luca, Perry & Ella Rogan
Jack McManus, Danny & Annie Renetzky
Jessica Foeldi, Elizabeth Kirsch,
Brendan Kirwan
12:15 pm Ingrid & William Azrak, Harrison Jaudes
5:30 pm Maggie, Libby & Tommy Mooney

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF
January 6, 2019
Sunday:

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 1213 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:112
Monday:
1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a
[8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf.
11]/Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13
[cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52
Thursday:
1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and
15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 1920 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a
and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25,
27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk
3:15-16, 21-22

Baptismal Preparation Class
Next class for new or prospective parents
is January 8th, 7:00 pm in the Main
Church. Please notify the Parish Office if
you are coming (636/532-3304). Baptisms may be scheduled through the Parish Office.

Liturgical Publication
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Meal-A-Month for January:
i 2 packages of Deluxe Macaroni & Cheese
i canned asparagus
i canned pineapple chunks
i large box of pudding
i box of dry skim milk powder
EXTRAS: Large jar peanut butter, large canned
deviled ham, box of saltine crackers, a few envelopes of pre-sweetened drink mixes, large box
of unsweetened cereal containing fruit.
Please bring your items to the Multi-Purpose
Room before Noon on Reach Out Sunday,
January 20th.

40 Days to a Healthier Life
You’re invited to join us! Join us for a 6-week series
called The Daniel Plan – 40 Days to a Healthier Life.
This is a groundbreaking approach to achieving a
healthy lifestyle that is both transformational and sustainable. The Daniel Plan is centered on five essentials
that will guarantee your success: faith, food, fitness,
focus, and friends.
So are you ready to revolutionize your health once and
for all?
Six Thursday evenings
beginning on January 17, 2019
7:00 p.m.
Ascension School Classroom
RSVP: ken.dorn@sbcglobal.net

Communion For Shut-Ins
Our Special Ministers distribute Holy Communion on Sundays in the homes of our
shut-ins and those returning from the hospital. If you know of anyone who would
like to receive the Eucharist at home on
Sundays, please call Deacon Bob Keeney
(636-236-5891).
Foodbank
This Wednesday, January 9th, is another opportunity to work at the St
Louis Area Foodbank. We sort and
pack in the warehouse from 9 until
noon. If you want to join us please contact Ken Bertha at kenbertha@hotmail.com God bless us, everyone!

$VFHQVLRQ3UD\HU/LQH
If you are in need of prayers or know of someone
who is hurting, please call
and we will pray.
Sue Schultz, 314-878-7086
Florence Flynn, 636-4057045
Epiphany of the Lord
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Adult Faith
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Our Wednesday Morning Group will resume
our Bible Study on the Sermon on the Mount
on January 9th at 9:30 am. Upstairs in the Parish Hall.
Our Wednesday Evening Group will meet
again January 9th at 7:00 pm in the Parish
Hall. We will continue with Session 8 in Lectio Mark. Everyone is welcome for a great
study!
Our Thursday Morning Men’s Group will
meet this week. Please come join us for Mass
at 6:30 am followed by coffee, prayer and reflection on Sacred Scripture.
Our Thursday Morning Women’s Bible
Study Group will meet again January 10th. We
will be discussing “Answer to Prayers” as spoken by our Lord in the Gospel of Matthew.
Join us at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall.

Legion of Mary—Prayer Shawl Ministry
A Prayer Shawl Ministry was started in January
of 2017 and is open to everyone. We knit/
crochet prayer shawls for those who are suffering with serious illness. Since the ministry began we have gifted 120 blessed prayer shawls.
We will be meeting for our Pray N Stitch, every
2nd Wednesday of the month upstairs in the
Parish Hall from 12:00 – 1:30 to knit/crochet. If
you don’t know how to crochet and would like
to learn, we are happy to teach you. For more
information about our ministry, contact Chris
Prilenski (314) 210-6809 or wcprilenski@charter.net.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4:3 Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort
we ourselves receive from God.
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Monthly Recollection for Women
All women are invited to a day of recollection on Wednesday, January 16, from 10 am
to 12 noon in the Main Church at Ascension. A priest of Opus Dei will give two
meditations, hear confessions and celebrate
Benediction. For more information, please
contact Marcia Hellmuth, 636-812-2386 or
mbh322@msn.com.
Protecting God’s Children Workshop
To find a class locations and times use
the Archdiocesan website:
www.archstl.org.

Vocation Chalice
opportunity
†
Germany Passion Play 2020
Every ten years, the village of Oberammergau in Germany fulfills a 400-year old promise to put on the Passion Play every decade to honor the sparing of their
lives during an outbreak of the plague. Ascension is
organizing a trip to this play from June 19 – 29, 2020
through Corporate Travel Services. Due to the need
to plan this far out, the airfare cannot yet be priced, but
the base per-person price is $3,914. Besides the Passion Play, the pilgrimage includes tours of Prague, Vienna, Salzburg (and the Sound of Music tour), and
Neuschwantein Castle. Trip includes hotels, breakfast
daily, some other meals, daily Mass, local guides and
premier play tickets. Seats are limited for this once-ina-lifetime experience. Contact Corporate Travel at
866.468.1420 or visit https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/
hidden/ascension-church-pilgrimage-oberammergau/.
Brochures are available at the Rectory.

Have you received the blessing of hosting the
chalice and praying for vocations in your
home?
The consecrated chalice is a tangible reminder
of the special intention to pray for vocations
to the priesthood and consecrated life, as well
as for holy marriages and families.
How does it work if you sign up?
Each week-end at the end of Sunday Mass,
volunteers are called to the altar for a blessing,
presented with the vocation chalice and prayer card to take home for prayer throughout
the week. The chalice is then returned to the
Main Church by 4pm the following Saturday.
All singles, couples, and families of the parish
are invited!
Michelle Ackerman (636-675-0355)
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