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S—{—‘ Teresa O'F C,alcmﬂ—a ?ﬁViSV]iOW@FS, means we are back to being on our own, prior to our
clustering with St. Charles. The difference is that we will

not have a priest as a pastor. Instead, we will have a Parish
Director to help shepherd the parish moving forward. A
Parish Director can be a lay person or an ordained deacon
who has been chosen by the Archbishop to lead the church.
Parish Directors are becoming a little more common
because they help to keep a church from being closed due
to the lack of priests.

I’'m writing this article to
clarify the changes that are
ahead for St. Teresa of
Calcutta Parish. The first
important change is that we
will be a “stand-alone”
church again, just as we
have always been prior to
being “clustered” with St.
Charles. What does this all
mean?

| have become a Parish Director, and as such, have the
responsibility of running the parish. | have been appointed
by the Archbishop and share in the exercise of the pastoral
care and leadership of a parish entrusted under the
provision of Canon Law 517.2

| would like to go back a little
bit in time. There is a
difference between “clustered” and “merged.” When two
or more churches merge they become one parish with one
pastor serving two or more locations. In 2006, St. John’s in
Monches and St. Clare’s in North Lake merged to become
one parish with two locations and a NEW NAME - St. Teresa
of Calcutta. One finance committee, one staff, one
evangelization committee, one Pastoral Council, and so on;
combined and shared by all, at multiple locations.

So What Do | Do?

The function of a Parish Director is to provide spiritual
leadership and pastoral care to parishioners, oversee the
general operation of the parish, and coordinate the ministry
of worship, education-formation, human concerns, and
administration. The Parish Director works to ensure the
parish community strives to develop and accomplish this
mission within the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

| am not alone in this effort, however. Every parish member
must bear responsibility for the struggle and success of St.
Teresa of Calcutta. The Parish Director must call forth the
gifts and participation of the parish community and
motivate, enable, and affirm them in their efforts. | am very
fortunate to have an outstanding parish staff and a Parish
Leadership Team comprised of Mary Jo Romportl and Rick
Berger to help in leading St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish.

A clustered church shares a pastor but not does not share
its own resources. The two churches retain their own
identity and are simply having the same pastor serving two
churches. Separate committees and councils exists, as do
separate finances. Both parishes retain their own name
and identity but are encouraged to collaborate where it
makes the most sense. This was the arrangement for St.
Teresa and St. Charles for the past 18 months.

Cooperation with the Pastoral Council, committees and
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Archdiocese, are essential to support the Parish Director’s
leadership role. We will not have a pastor/ priest to help
run the parish; this has become my responsibility as your
Parish Director. We will be having a group of wonderful
priests to preside at morning Mass on Tuesday and
Thursday and all weekend Masses, along with anointings
and other Sacramental duties for the parish.

| ask for your prayers for our church community, all
committee members, the church staff members, and
humbly | ask for your prayers so | may do an honorable job
on behalf of St. Teresa of Calcutta Church.

Deacon Allen Olsow

There are so many ways in which our parish reaches out to
those in need, including the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
donations to Christian Concerns efforts, like the
Missionaries of Charity and the St. John Cathedral Ministry
and work with Seed of Hope. Much of the time we are
reaching out with support of food, money, clothing, gas
cards and rental payments. Which is GREAT!

We should also not forget about the spiritual needs that
are around us every day; the nourishment we all require in
order to grow our faith, our love, our mercy and also our
ability to reflect Christ back to everyone.

That is what the Evangelization Committee does - it
provides nourishment for people, no matter where they

are on their journey. Evangelization hosts Wine & Cheese
Saturdays on the second Saturday of the month at the
North Lake church. These are great opportunities for
fellowship along with a chance to promote and share
church resources which encourage spiritual growth. That
includes providing free books and CDs in church and by
promoting our Small Group experience. Currently, we have
eight Small Groups that meet during the year at different
times and in different locations, where they read and pray
about the readings for the upcoming Sunday while being
guided by a trained leader. Some groups, however, gather
for book studies while others are geared toward a special
audience, like widows or teens. Watch for information
about Small Groups which will begin meeting again in fall.

We also reach out to people who are new to the
community, with postcards that welcome them to the
neighborhood and offer support if they need it. To support
ecumenism, the committee reaches out to other local
churches at Christmas and Easter by delivering seasonal
plants to them.

New parents who come forward to Baptize their children
receive a small gift from the committee. And the names of
children who are Baptized appear on the shepherd banner
at the North Lake church. In addition, members are
responsible for overseeing Mass bags for families who
bring their children to Mass with them.

We also focus on people who are newly registered with our
parish as well as those who want to become registered.
Each new parishioner receives a welcome bag and a note of
welcome, plus a call later in their membership to make sure
that all of their questions are answered. Additionally, the
Committee offers a “Getting to Know You” brunch for new
parishioners in the fall.

Something new for the committee this year will be taking
advantage of the Brat Shack at the Hartland Piggly Wiggly.
On Saturday, October 12, parishioners from St. Teresa of
Calcutta will be at the shack to promote awareness of our
parish. More information about being part of the fun will
be available soon. |think Deacon Allen will be grilling! This
will be a great activity for families and teens.

In order for us to tackle all of these ministries, the
Evangelization Committee needs new members. As you
can see from the descriptions above, there is no mention
of street-corner preaching! Contact Chris at 262/966-
2191, ext. 102 or chris@stteresaofcalcutta.org with any
questions. Please join us so that we may continue to reach
out to and nourish our community.
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A Planned Gift

A little planning now can make a big difference for
generations to come

Fr. Louis Zirbes, one of the first priests at North Lake, was a
man of action, physically involved with the creation of St.
Clare from the ground up, present even to dig the basement
of the original church. In 1842, Irish settlers from
Milwaukee purchased land in O’Connellsville (Monches),
settled in the area, and quickly established a Catholic
community, even before the Archdiocese was founded.

These inspiring individuals saw a future for their faith in
southeastern Wisconsin. How can we reflect that kind of
commitment?

Consider naming St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish in your Will
when you are planning your estate.

Some options are:

e Bequest in a Will, which is the most popular vehicle for
giving. It can be indicated as a stated amount, a
percentage or as a remainder gift (whatever remains in
the estate after debts, taxes and bequest).

e Life Insurance can be designated to the parish at full
value of a policy.

There are many other options you can discuss with your
financial planner or customer banking representative.

Please contact Chris Slowinski at 262/966-2191, ext. 102, or
chris@stteresaofcalcutta.org with any questions. To insure
accuracy, we will send you a form on which you can indicate
your intention to donate. Information is also available at the
back of church.

If you have already set up a planned gift to St. Teresa of
Calcutta, we would like to include you in our information, so
please contact us!

Monches Improvement Fund

Parishioners who most often worship at our Monches
church have put forth a proposal that, if fully funded,
would include these improvements:

Upgrading wiring
Adding air conditioning
Upgrading furnaces
Renovating restrooms

In order to accomplish these projects, $45,000 needs to be
raised by parishioners.

Projects may be funded and begun when money for that
particular project has been secured. The Monches Vision
Committee has determined that installation of air
conditioning would be the first priority. So when enough
money has been donated for that particular improvement,
work on that improvement will begin.

More information is available at the back of church
(donation envelopes and information letters) or contact
these Monches Vision Committee Members: Diane Cull,
Phil Knoebel, John Solwold, Mike Steinbauer or Vivianne
Whitcomb.

Plan to be in
Our Next

Parish
Directory

In order for our Parish Directory to be helpful to you, our
parishioner, we need YOU to sign up to have your picture
taken during the week of July 23-27.

During our first week of photography in June, not even a
quarter of our registered members signed up to have
their photos taken. But you have another chance!

There is information on the parish website; just click on
Picture Directory Information. There, you will be able to
schedule a time online for the week of July 23-27. Or call
the Parish Office Monday through Thursday; we’ll be happy
to help with your sign-up.

We’ve had so many people ask us to update our directory,
so this is YOUR opportunity to join your friends and have
your photo included!



These children received their First Holy Communion on
May 11 at the North Lake church. Such joyful faces!

Women from our parish again hosted a baby shower to
benefit Seed of Hope in West Bend, which offers multiple
support options for pregnant women and new mothers.
Many hand-made items were also part of the donation,
including Baptismal gowns, baby blankets and sweaters.

Good luck with your studies Fr. Behling, congratulations Fr.
Ken on your 45th Anniversary of Ordination and all the best

on your new title and role, Deacon Allen.

Confirmation class of 2019
and their sponsors.
Congratulations!




Updates From Christian

Formation
By Denise Wiskow, Middle and High School Coordinator

Since St. Teresa of Calcutta will again be a stand-alone
parish, some of the changes made last year in Christian
Formation will return to what we had been delivering prior
to the clustering. Many of these updates are happening
with the middle and high school students.

Religious formation for middle school-age children will
continue to be held at the Parish Center in North Lake.
Grades 6 through 8 learn about the Catholic faith,
reinforcing what they studied in previous years, just at a
more in-depth level. In addition to using a textbook, pre-
teens use their Catholic Youth Bibles received from our
parish in the 6th grade throughout the remainder of their
formation years. They will learn about Salvation History
from the Old Testament through the New Testament as
well as the Sacraments, the Mass and prayer. Eighth-grade
students should be well prepared as they leave middle
school and enter high school to discern being fully initiated
as adults into the Catholic church.

Grades 9 and 10 Christian Formation classes will resume
being held at the North Lake Parish Center this fall, after
participating in Lake Country Life Teen ministry during the
2018-2019 school year. High school begins a more intense
spiritual and educational journey toward Confirmation and
is meant to be experienced by attendance during each of
the first three years of high school for teens receiving a
public school education. Each year builds on the previous
(similar to the middle school program) as together teens
experience Jesus’ presence by observing or doing corporal
works of mercy, providing service to others in the parish
and community, prayer, and learning about their Catholic
faith.

Ninth grade teens learn through action by traveling to
various locations as part of the “Backyard Bible Study”
format. This format focuses on Catholic Social Teaching,
primarily the Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry;
Give Drink to the Thirsty; Clothe the Naked; Shelter the
Homeless; Visit the Sick; Visit the Imprisoned; and Bury the
Dead.

Teens visit various sites to learn how people in the
surrounding communities serve others and, through their
work, are actively following Catholic Social Teaching or one
of the Corporal Works of Mercy. In route to their
destination or in the classroom, students reflect on

scripture supporting evangelization through these works.
At the conclusion of class, students are often asked to
perform some type of service or are given
recommendations about how to carry through on that
particular work of mercy.

Parents perform an essential function during this year by
transporting the teens to the sites and encouraging the
teens to lead their small group in discussion and prayer as
they travel.

Confirmation discernment continues in Grade 10 and is
structured as a 2-year program at St. Teresa of Calcutta
culminating in the reception of the Sacrament of
Confirmation in 11th Grade. A three-phase model is used to
prepare teens to enter the Catholic Church as adults:

e toremove obstacles to belief, and present the basic
gospel message;

e form their hearts to discover and follow Jesus; and

e develop a more intense formation within their hearts.

Teens meet in a small group setting to encourage
stimulating discussions as they answer the questions in
their hearts about the Catholic faith. Sophomores meet
either Sunday (6:30-8 pm) or Wednesday (7-8:30 pm) at the
Parish Center.

Freshman and sophomores also experience a Character
and Faith: Growing Up Catholic, four-hour retreat. Each
retreat will be held on a designated Saturday over the
afternoon and will end with reconciliation and celebration
of Mass at 4:30 pm.

Retreats are designed to help teens develop the
understandings, attitudes, values, and strength of character
they will need to navigate in society. We want to prepare
them to make positive, moral, faith-filled decisions now and
in the future. The series of retreats are specifically designed
for our Christian Formation program and satisfy the “Safe
Environment Education” mandated by the USCCB (United
States Council of Catholic Bishops).

As part of preparation for Confirmation, students intently
practice their faith through attending Mass each Sunday
and holy day of obligation, participate at all classes and
perform several service projects as a class.

If you have any questions about our middle/high school
options, please contact Denise, Middle/High School
Coordinator at 262/966-7010, ext. 129 or
denise@stteresaofcalcutta.org
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