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The 107th Annual St. Joseph School Bazaar is almost
upon us. It will be held August 2nd and 3rd. Bazaar
activities have changed over the years, but its core
mission, rooted in exceptional Catholic education, has
remained the same.

A family-style spaghetti dinner
will also be served that night in
the Spiritan Center from 5:00
until 8:00 p.m. It includes spaghetti, green beans, sausage,
fried bone-in chicken, sauerThe Bazaar's origins go back to a time when Conway kraut, salad, a roll, a drink,
and its surrounding lands weren't always welcoming
and dessert. The cost is
Fried bone-in chicken
places. "There were fires, floods, tornadoes, drought
$15.00 for adults and $6.00 is also served at the
and disease," writes Robert D. Hoyt, who collaborated for children.
spaghetti dinner.
with Al and the late Mary Hiegel, along with the late
The silent auction also
Connie Henze, in their book St. Joseph School Bazaar begins in the Spiritan Center
1912-2011;A Lasting Tradition. "Out of these trials
that evening and moves to the midway grounds on
and tribulations came tight living with little money left Saturday. Among the items up for bidding is a handbeyond the essentials, including made coffin built by craftsman Lucas Strack. He's
the cost of attending a private
made it from old church pews, and he spent time at
church school."
Subiaco Abbey before building it studying the plans
It was under those trying con- the monks use for creating one. Lucas has also added
ditions that the inspiration for
accents made from the pecan tree that once stood bethe first bazaar unfolded. Its
hind the old rectory.
humble beginnings came about
Food, fun and games on the Bazaar Midway begin at
in the fall of 1912. Some or all
5:30 pm on Friday and Saturday nights. The game
of the School Sisters of Notre
booths include Plinko, Sausage and Cheese, Gold Fish
Dame, who ran the school, asked Throw, Animal Fair, Ring Toss, Fish Pond, Ham and
pastor Father Peter Zell about
Bacon, Cake Stand, Bingo, Duck Pond, and The
making fancy needlework to
Country Store. Hunger pangs can be eased with freshPrizes large and
sell off their convent porch to off-the-grill hamburgers, Mexican dining, carnival
small are often won raise money for school supfood, lemonade, soft drinks and snow cones.
plies. The Sisters also wanted
at the Bazaar.
The Bazaar's most exciting time comes on Saturday
to involve their students in the night when the raffles take place. Raffle Row leads
effort, and the children responded by making dolls,
things off with drawings for such items as an outdoor
wooden objects, and homemade crafts. The initial
cooking combo which includes a pizza oven and gridundertaking was successful and in time these fundrais- dle. There'll also be beautiful works of art painted by
ers moved from the convent porch into the school
Steven and Vivian Griffith. The night is capped off
itself. It not only became a money-making activity but with the drawing for the Raffle Grand Prize of a 2019
also a top social event. "People return year after year
Ford Explorer SUV. The 2nd Prize is a $1,000 gift
to bathe in its wonders," Hoyt wrote in his book.
certificate from H3 Home Decor, and the 3rd Prize is
"Meeting old friends, enjoying fabulous meals and
a $800 gift certificate offered by McKinney Tire.
playing games of chance. It's been an enduring event,
Don't forget the fabulous St. Joseph Flea Market!
a time and place where the Catholic presence in the
Bargains galore will be available on Friday from 8:00
community holds sway and manifests goodwill."
am through 5:00
Leading off this year's events on Friday, August 3rd, pm and from 9:00 The Ham and Bacon Stand is
always one of the Bazaar's most
is the distribution of box lunches. They'll cost $10
am until 2:00 pm
each. The menu will consist of spaghetti with Marina- on Saturday. All
popular booths.
ra sauce, "Jerry's Homemade" brats, breast filet chick- of this ensures that
en, green beans, homemade rolls and dessert. A slice
the children of the
of pie or piece of cake is $2.00 extra. A whole pie can parish and school
be purchased for $15.00 and a whole cake for $22.50. will have everything
The choices include apple, cherry, coconut, chocolate, needed for an exor pecan pie and cheesecake, German chocolate and
ceptional Catholic
Italian cream cake. Box lunches can be ordered by
education. It's a
calling 501 329-3865 or by emailing
mission unchanged
boxlunch@conwaycorp.net. Delivery is free in Conin over a century.
way if 10 or more orders are placed.
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The Jean Antoine Dayer Family

Growing Up in Conway, By Nancy Breeden Mitchell
Several factors contributed to the growth of St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Conway: railroad expansion across the country following the
United States Civil War and the economic and cultural turmoil in Europe. The German unification of 1871 gave rise to anti-Catholic sentiment which drove many Catholics to seek religious freedom in America.
The publication, The Guiding Star for the St. Joseph Colony appealed to
those affected with the promise of prosperity. However, drought and an
outbreak of typhoid in the early 1880’s devastated the parish as the
church membership was cut by 30% due to death and relocation. In
1883 a tornado destroyed its first church. The pastor of St. Joseph, Father Charles Steurer of the Holy Ghost Fathers, wrote a letter to the Leopoldine Society in Austria appealing for help to rebuild it and with a
representative of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad, traveled to
Europe to raise cash funds and encourage emigrants to settle in Conway.
The railroad sent out pamphlets across Europe telling of wild hogs, deer
and other animals that were plentiful as well as rich soil for growing
vegetation. As a result, the Dayer, Moix, Mayor, and Luyet families
were among those who emigrated from the Val d’Herens region of the
French-speaking Valais canton high in the snow-peaked mountain range
of the Swiss Alps to settle here.
Born in September of 1850, Jean-Antoine Dayer, the son of Antoine -Mathieu Dayer, lived his early life in Heremence, a small village
in the Val d’ Herens region of Switzerland. In 1875, he married MarieCatherine Tournier and they settled in Euseigne (where she was born),
just six miles from Heremence. Jean-Antoine struggled to support his
family on his farm which was located on steep and rocky slopes. His
friend, Jean-Baptiste Moix, having arrived in Conway in 1895, convinced his friend to join them. In January of 1896, Mr. Moix co-signed
for the purchase of 80 acres for the sum of $350. The Moix family
would provide shelter for the Dayer family while their land was cleared
and a house was built.
Despite the economic recession and the fact
that he could not speak English, Jean-Antoine decided to try his luck
growing cotton, a crop which he had never raised. He sold most of his
possessions and the small fields he had been farming to pay for the trip
and for the farm that Mr. Moix had arranged for him. The family packed
some farming and household items, along with a still, in a cart pulled by
a mule and made the trip down the steep mountain road into the Valais
valley to the canton’s capital of Sion. From Sion, Jean-Antoine along
with his wife, Marie Catherine, and their five children Marie
(Mary),19, Joe ,16, Nicholas, 10, Charles, 8 and Eugenie ,(Jennie) 4 ,
took a train northward into France and across its plains, through Paris,
and onto the port of Le Havre on the English Channel. From there they
departed on a two-week trip on a ship across the Atlantic Ocean into
Hudson Bay and landed at Ellis Island port of entry in New York City.
The Dayers may have traveled in the lowest class accommodations in
steerage, crowded in the ship’s hull, with about 300 fellow passengers.
Son, Nicholas, told that the Dayer women suffered from seasickness.
From the sell of the family possession, 7000 francs in gold coins were
obtained. Marie-Catherine and daughter Marie had them sewn into their
long skirts for safe keeping. With this money, they were able to convince
customs officials that they would be able to support themselves. When
questioned about the still, Jean-Antoine was able to convince the officials that it was a large soup pot big enough to accommodate his large
family. From New York, the family took a train for the three-day trip
passing through Detroit and Chicago, crossing the Mississippi River
through St. Louis to Little Rock and then to Conway.
The first parcel of land they purchased was swampy, so it was traded
for a better location. A 30 by 40 modest two-story wood frame farmhouse was built to house the family. (It was torn down in the mid1990’s to make room for a planned housing development.) According
to Jean-Antoine’s son Joe, who was just a teenager when the family
arrived in Conway and told to his daughter Rose Dayer Daughtery,
“When he first came in 1896, they didn’t know how to farm the new
crops and couldn’t speak English. So, at night when the moon was up,
they would go into the neighbor’s field to see how to plant cotton and

corn.”
In 1899, three years after the immigration, Marie-Catherine, 49, and
10 year-old son, Charles, died of influenza. A decade after arriving,
Jean Antoine’s health began to fail as he suffered from tuberculosis.
Selling his farm near Conway, he made a trip back to Switzerland with
his daughter Eugenia (Jennie), then 13, hoping to recover there. He
found employment looking after cattle in Mandolen, a mountain and
pasture serving as the village green for Heremence, three miles away.
Unfortunately, he died at the age of 56 in February of 1906. Sons Joe,
26, and Nicolas, 20, had made a trip to visit their father shortly before
he died. Joe, who had two sons back in Conway, stayed in Heremence
for about a year after his father died. He found employment milking
cows, making cheese and feeding hogs. He and Jennie returned to Conway without Nicholas who decided stay to behind to marry Euphrosine Genolet in 1908. Nicholas took a job as guardian of Cabane
des Dix, one of a string of Valais inns for mountain climbers operated by
the Alpine Club. Because he had learned English in America, he could
converse with the many British tourists who vacationed there. Between
1925 and 1928, the cabins were disassembled and relocated higher into
the mountain range. Because the location was inaccessible by road, he
made the 20-mile trip on foot. The inn’s remote location meant that he
spent long stretches of time away from his family. He kept this job for
about fifty years. Nicholas and Euphrosine had eleven children in all:
Rose, Alexandrine, Frida, Evangeline, Julie, Adolphe, Joseph,
Fridolin, Eugenie, Alphonse and Ernestine.
The two oldest children of Jean-Antoine and Marie-Catherine
(Tournier) Dayer, Mary and Joe, married the two eldest children of JeanBaptiste and Mary (Gaspoz) Moix, John and Mary. Joe and Mary
(Marie-Victoire) Moix Dayer were married in 1902. Their children
were Joseph Daniel (Dan), Charles-Louis (who died in infancy),
Pierre-Louis, Alexander, Louise, Henrietta, Henry, Emil, and Christine. When Mary Moix Dayer died at the age of 41, Joe Dayer became
depressed and lonesome. He was told by a doctor that the mountain air
of Switzerland might help. In 1920, Joe returned to Heremence again
leaving his children in the care of the eldest son, Dan, who was 18 and a
neighboring black man, John Garlington, who worked as a housekeeper.
Joe worked once again in Mandolen milking cows, making cheese and
feeding hogs. He stayed in Switzerland a year. While there in the
mountains, Joe, who was now 39, met Philomene Dayer, 22, (no relation) who was also tending and milking cows, and carrying milk to a
cheese factory for the people of Heremence. Philomene was a native of
Heremence. He asked her to marry him and to be the step-mother of his
eight children. Unhappy with the prospect of her daughter going off to
live in America, they did not marry before making the trip. Her mother
had hopes that Philomene would not like the new place and would return, but she became so seasick on the ship voyage across the Atlantic
that she vowed she would never make a return trip. In the spring of
1921, Joe and Philomene were married in St. Joseph Church. Together they had eleven children. Charles, Eugene, Anne-Marie,
Rose, Peter, Joseph, Alphonse, Leo, Adolph, John, and George. The
children all helped to grow crops and raise livestock. Philomene reportedly spoke very little English but she did learn to understand it. She
wanted to talk only in the language God gave her. Her children spoke
French when they were young as a result.
Farming
According to son Henry, “Joe Dayer farmed a number of
years near the Arkansas River on land owned by our uncle Alex Moix
(His first wife’s brother.). We planted corn and cotton. One fourth of
the cotton went to the owner, and one third of the corn also went to the
owner.” Joe’s 20 acres of cotton were picked by hand by Dayer offspring. It netted nine or ten 500-pound bales of ginned cotton. Ten
acres of corn yielded 300 bushels that mostly went to feed the cows and
pigs the family raised. Some corn was ginned for use as cornmeal. Joe
used a horse-drawn wagon to haul his crops from his farm and the river
bottom to town for milling. Son Henry wrote, “When cotton-picking
time come around, it’d take us one and a half days to pick a bale of cot-
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ton. By that time Pop would be there with another wagon. Then Pop
would hitch the cotton wagon and take off, 14 miles to Conway, to get it
ginned. In a day and a half, Pop would come down again and we had
another one.” Among other things produced on Joe’s farm were chickens and sorghum. They got fifty or sixty gallons of molasses a year and
kept them in big steel buckets sealed like a can of paint. The children
would have molasses sandwiches that they would take for lunch at
school wrapped in newspaper.
Farm work often interfered with school and the Dayer children sometimes didn’t graduate from grade school, much less go on to high school.
Education took a back seat to cultivation. Rose wrote that she hated
missing school to work. “When you went back to school, you didn’t
have your work done. So, we didn’t do very well in school. It as hard.”
Daughters Rose, Ann, and Christine then 10, 11, and 18 respectively
joined their brother, Henry, in a house they built a mile from the old one
down by the river. It had an oil stove in one big room to cook meals on,
one room for the women and one for the men. “Nature’s call was answered in the fields”. Rose recalled: “Monday, we brought all our food
-canned beans, corn, jellies, tomatoes, home-made bread, a little meat,
ham and beans, canned beef that we had put up in the winter – in a wagon, for the 10 mile ride, taking us two hours. The roads were dusty and
rocky. We’d go back home on Friday.” Those that didn’t work on the
land near the river, worked on the land at home. They had cows to milk
and chickens, hogs, and mules to feed and water. It was a 7 day a week
job. But on Sunday, they always went to Mass. “Ann would go to one
Mass, and come home, then I would go because we used the same
shoes.”
“We didn’t go to the river every week”, Rose wrote, “just when there
was work to do, chopping cotton or corn. In fall, we had to pick cotton.
Henry could always pick 200 pounds a day.” She could only pick about
150 pounds. “The cotton was over our heads. I remember that in the
morning it was all wet.” Ann stated that her hands were too small for
picking cotton and it made her fingers bleed. Henry would stuff some of
what he had picked into her bag. They dragged a 10-foot-long cloth bag
behind them, stuffing cotton as they picked and dumping the bags into
the wagon when they got too heavy. When they were old enough, the
younger boys would do chores like hauling water to their brothers and
sisters at work in the fields. Adolph, who turned 5 in November of
1940, wrote of his childhood: “My earliest memory of the farm was
watching my older brothers and sisters pick cotton. They would go to
Butch’s farm on the river bottoms for a week at a time to pick the cotton.
As soon as I was big enough to walk along the long rows of cotton, but I
was not yet tall enough to see over the top of the plants, I joined them in
this annual event. “Since I was so small, I would tire easily walking up
and down the long rows of cotton and my sister Rose would have to sit
me down on a burlap bag and pull me along behind her as she continued
to pick the cotton.”
Recalling another chore he did as a boy, Adolph said, “Saturday was
the day the younger children would help the adults slaughter the chickens to be cooked for dinner. The task was to chase the chickens, catch
them, release them and then chase them all over again through the barn,
out into the yard, and around the garden. The chickens could become so
tired that they were glad to be caught and served for Sunday dinner.”
John and Mary Dayer Moix’s children were Frank, Rose, John,
Lena, Edward, and Florence. In an account written during Christmas
of 1995, Lena Moix Glover, the last surviving offspring of John and
Mary Dayer Moix wrote: “When I was little, I can remember my mother
telling me about the house that was on the 80-acre farm they bought
from some blacks. The brothers and sisters didn’t live far from each
other. That farm was next door to Joe and Mary (Moix) Dayer. The
floors were so open they could see their chickens under the house
through floor cracks. So, Mamma said they went to town in Conway and
bought enough ‘cotton check’ yard goods to go over the whole floor.
They first lined the floor with straw and put the heavy material over that
to keep warm.” A barn was built on her father’s farm when she was six.
“It had a concrete floor for hay and four large places for mules on the
south side. There were stalls for 20 cows on the north side of the barn.
Each stall was equipped with a chain to chain each cow to her own stall.
Our corn crib was built high off the ground to keep rats out. I have seen
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it full to the roof of corn. The corn was used to make cornmeal for our
table, to feed the mules, and to fatten hogs. We also had a brooder
house to house baby chicks, to grow fryers, and to raise grown chickens
and gathered the eggs from a large chicken house. The eggs were taken
to the cellar that was under our house. It was 20 by 20 feet. Shelves
were built in on the east side of the cellar and were used to place canned
fruit and vegetables. On two sides my dad had heavy timbers built in for
barrels of wine. I have seen from 10 or more 50-gallon barrels of wine
at one time……” Lena recalled that her father, John, continued to make
wine during the Prohibition Years in the 1920’s. “We had all we needed
to drink for ourselves and some to sell. That was called bootlegging….and selling of wine was ‘breaking the law’. But it brought in
a little money, and it took money to live then as it does now. Dad never
got into trouble with the law. I can remember one time that the sheriff
called my papa on the telephone and told him that the Revenue officers
were going to make a raid on homes in our area. So, papa and the boys
moved the barrels of wine to the barn and covered them up with hay. No
one ever came.”
Lena also remember that her father’s first car was a Model T which
Henry Ford began producing in 1908. Paper from the Sears, Roebuck,
and Co. catalog was used in the outhouse (outdoor toilet). “I learned to
read out of that catalog,” she wrote. “So did most all of the family.”
She remembered that her mother (Mary Dayer Moix) “grew tomato,
cabbage and sweet pepper plants in the indoor ‘hot bed’ and sold the
plants each spring ‘to her colored friends’. Also, she planted sweet
potatoes and sold slips (cuttings) off them. We needed the money, and
every little bit helped.”
The Arkansas River Flood of 1927. Lena was only 15 at the time.
“It rained several days and nights. It also was raining up north of us, so
the Arkansas River got fuller and fuller until all of the levies that were
protecting the rich farmland from flooding broke and covered the surrounding land with 10-15 feet of water. The Tupelo Lake (10 miles
southwest of Conway and connected to the Arkansas River) filled will
backwater from the river and every stream of water filled up until the
area was miles wide. West Conway has a hill called Donnell Ridge,
which is high ground. Overnight it became a little town. People who
had to leave their homes set up tents until the water receded, which was
five or six weeks. Then it took another three or four weeks for it to dry
up so people could move back into their homes that were filled full of
sand and silt. Some homes were swept away downstream. I saw a lot of
houses, barns, chicken houses and outhouses all floating down the main
part of the river. Some of the chicken houses had chickens on them trying to stay out of the water. I also saw lots of logs with rabbits riding to
keep from drowning. It all happed on Easter Sunday, the 16 th of April
1927. On that Sunday evening, a bunch of people in our community
decided we’d get a better view of the river if we would go in the back
way. So, two wagons and two buggies went sightseeing.” When the lead
wagon got caught in the stream, the mule team panicked and started to
swim upstream. Brother John leaped into the water and lead the mules
across. “The wagon floated, and water also got into the wagon bed. We
were all scared to death, but we were spared…. The other wagon full of
people wouldn’t cross, so they went 10 miles around to keep from crossing where we had crossed. They got to their homes at 10 PM.”
“The city of Conway was completely surrounded by water…… My
family lived about 4 miles from the river on a hill farm, but we owned
some of that fertile land on the river….. We worked out our hill crop
while the river land was under water. We had corn up 6 inches high
when the flood came, and after the water receded and dried up, we
planted corn again and made good corn. We also planted cotton late in
May or June. The river water had brought lots of sand and silt and
make the ground richer, so cotton grew 6 or 7 feet tall. So, we took
butcher knives and topped the cotton… We had a hard time picking the
cotton and smothered to death trying to pick in such tall, bushy cotton.”
Jean-Antoine’s youngest daughter, Jennie, married George
Daughtery, a second-generation American of Irish descent on January
15, 1918 as World War I was being fought in Europe. They had a son,
their only child, George Jr., later that year. George owned Central
Meat Market, a Conway butcher shop. George bought cows and pigs
from local farmers to supply his butcher shop. Louis Dayer —>
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(continued from previous page)
(who would later become known as “Butch”) was a son of Joe Dayer. Butch became a partner with his uncle in 1929 at the age of 24. The shop
helped shelter the relatives during the Depression. n 1930, George and Butch bought 160 acreas of land near the Arkansas River. The land came
with two two-mule teams, barns and two houses with poor black families living in them in exchange for work as day laborers.
D-Day Henry was present when the Allied Forces sent 700 ships to storm Omaha Beach in Normandy in an effort to retake France from Hitler.
“We had to jump in the water up to our shoulders, but we had a rope to hang onto. I had a mortar barrel on my shoulder. The Germans were still
shelling the coast. One of our landing ships hit a mine, and the boys had to jump ship. had one road that was out of water. That is the way we
went. Then it started to rain for a couple of days. It sure was miserable. We went 54 days without a bath. We sure could smell ourselves.” Toward the end of the war, Ann was working as a nurse’s aid in a hospital at Camp Robinson and Christine was working in a munitions plant at Camp
Robinson.
As the years passed, many of the Dayer children married and moved away. Others remained. Charles Dayer worked for many years at the shoe
factory in Conway before enrolling and graduating from a watch-repair school in Kansas City. In 1955, he opened Dayer Jewelers which served
the public for about 62 years before closing in 2017. Many descendants continue to live in the Conway area and attend St. Joseph Church and
School.
* A special thanks to Sarah Daughtery Thornton who shared the pictorial and written account of the Dayer family history through a book produced
by David Jordan entitled, Dayer Immigration Centennial 1996.

Joe Dayer weds Mary Moix
1902

Joe married Philomene
Dayer in 1921

Nicholas as guardian of
Cabane des Dix

Nicholas and Euphrosine
Dayer family.
From left rear: Henry, Emil, Louis,
Dan and Alphonse; George, John,
Adolph, Leo, Eugene and Pete; Joe
Ann, Louise, Henrietta, Chris, Rose
and Charles; Front row superimposed:
Philomene, Joe, Marie-Victoire and
Alex (who died in an auto accident in
1955).

Dayers picking Cotton
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Parish Leadership Training Offered
By Ray Nielsen
Father Erik Pohlmeier, the Director of Adult Faith Formation for the Diocese of Little Rock,
led one of two Parish Leadership Training sessions at St. Joseph Church in Conway on June
21. A second session was set for July 24th.
St. Joseph Pastor, Father Tony Robbins, Associate Pastor, Father Jeff Hebert, Deacons Richard Papini and David French were also present, along with various parish staff, pastoral council members, school personnel, and ministry leaders.
Father Erik has spent the last two years visiting every church in the Diocese, from Sacred
Heart Church in Foreman, AR, which only has 15 parishioners, to St. Mary's in Arkadelphia
where he recently made the last stop of his journey. In his visits with every pastor and many
parish leaders, Father Erik heard how faith formation is being practiced and learned first-hand
about the successes and challenges each parish faces. He's since determined that his role is to help support what's not going well
and find ways to help connect with those persons who've become disconnected from the Church. It's a gap that must be bridged.
"I've seen one statistic which shows for every one person who enters the Church six others leave," Father Erik said. "We need
to build a framework for what this all means and assess what's happening. The work of faith formation is not limited to just
who's teaching adults and who's teaching children. Faith formation is about growing into being who Jesus makes us to be. That's
the work of the whole parish."
It was touched on in Father Erik's presentation that the notion most parishioners already have a base of faith to build on is no
longer true. A lot of time is spent teaching what the Church believes and that's obviously important. The clarity of teaching has
improved over the years and the materials are much better. However, in many cases, a student who takes that final exam and
makes a good grade on it, often stops going to church after graduating. A stronger knowledge of the faith hasn't always translated
into a stronger practice of it. "It hasn't worked because the foundation wasn't there," Father Erik said. "What was missing was a
very basic notion of who Jesus is and what difference does any of this make? If that isn't solidified, then whatever the Church
teaches just seems like another class."
Father Erik concluded that In order to help someone appreciate the richness of Catholic life, we have to step back a little bit and
help them understand who is God and what difference does this Church make? Following that, Father Tony guided those present
in assessing all that's offered at St. Joseph's so that the best decisions can be made regarding the use of its resources.

Jewels

By Anna Walthall
A conversation:
“Look at her shoes,” he scoffed to his friend.
“I see them,” she whispered, with a grin.
My thoughts:
The poor girl heard what they had to say,
And in her shame she turned away.
Feeling less worthy than her peers,
She sat alone to avoid their jeers.
So what if she didn’t wear the in-style shoes?
Did that give others the right to abuse?
Her hair was combed; her face was clean.
Why must people be so mean?
Even if she did have a smudge on her face,
Why must this cause such disgrace?
When will we learn? Are we all fools?
Inside every person are treasures – jewels!
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St. Joseph Church Depressed Parish Support Work Day
By Fred Schulze (photos also by Fred Schulze)
Inspired by the Diocese of Little Rock’s in-state mission initiative call One Church, which was unveiled by Bishop
Anthony B. Taylor in September of 2018, the St. Joseph Church Mission Committee, under its own Depressed Parish Support Mission, performed repairs and maintenance tasks at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Brinkley
AR on April 13, 2019. Under the direction of Joe Cordaro of the St. Joseph Church Missions Committee Ministry
and staff from the Brinkley parish, chores performed included exterior pressure washing of the aging buildings and
concrete walks/drives, and stripping and prepping a storage building for painting.
Volunteer turnout from St. Joseph Church was very good despite the heavy rain that day. In addition to Joe, volunteers included Don Greenland, Emanual Garay, Fred Schulze, Billy York Jr., Raymond Gunther, Robert Massery,
Dr. Phil Stone, Rod Harrison and Mark Meaux.
Brinkley is the most populous city in Monroe County. Located within the Arkansas Delta, Brinkley was founded as a
railroad town in 1872. The city has historically been a transportation and agricultural center in the region. It is located just off of I-40, halfway between Little Rock and Memphis. The population was 3,188 at the 2010 census; it has
been declining since the 1970’s.
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church is a historic church at the corner of New Orleans and W. Ash Street in Brinkley. The church was built in 1875 as a wood-frame Gothic Revival structure, but was finished with brick veneer of
Classical Revival styling in 1929. The 1929 alterations included an extensive redesign of the interior. The parish received its first permanent priest in 1886. The church building was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1992. Due to an aging population and a decline in parishioner numbers, it has become more difficult for
parishioners & staff to effectively maintain the old church buildings.
The Depressed Parish Support Mission, coordinated by Joe Cordaro, is an excellent opportunity for parishioners of
St. Joseph Church to perform in-state mission work, especially for those volunteers who are not available for multiday mission trips. Joe and the St. Joseph Church Missions Committee Ministry are looking for more projects like
this, and announcements will be made in the church bulletin and/or by other means.

Emanual Garay scraping old
paint off of a storage shed

Emanual Garay & Robert Massery pressure
washing the side of the
church hall building

Emanual Garay pressure washing
mold off the of historic St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church. Note the difference between the areas
that were cleaned & not cleaned.

Billy York pressure washing the
front of historic St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church during a rain shower

Fred Schulze, Emanual Garay and
Dr. Phil Stone scraping old paint off of a
storage shed
After a hard day of work at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Brinkley
AR, mission volunteers enjoy a meal together
at Nick's Bar-B-Q & Catfish Restaurant in Carlisle AR.
From left to right: Fred Schulze, Don Greenland, Emanual Garay,
Rod Harrison, Mark Meaux, Billy York Jr., Raymond Gunther,
Robert Massery and Joe Cordaro.
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Mission at Brookside Village
Hundreds of Conway residents who resided in the Brookside Village Mobile Home Park learned in April from the property's owner that the park would cease operations June 30 thus forcing them to uproot their lives by finding new places to
live. The City of Hope Outreach, which St. Joseph Church often partners with, began helping residents plan for their
moves which can cost $2,000 or more. There's also the problem of finding suitable places nearby. Many mobile home
parks have qualifying standards for mobile homes, and some of the Brookside residents' homes weren't sturdy enough to
relocate.
Volunteers from St. Joseph Church Missions Committee also helped these needy residents with their moves on June 15
and 22. The accompanying photographs were provided by Fred C. Schulze.
2

1

1: Rafael Sota and Jim Breakfield working with volunteers from Fellowship Baptist Church in relocating
residents from the Brookside Village Mobile Home
Community
2: Volunteers gathered at the Brookside Village Mobile Home Community in Conway AR to help relicate
evicted residents. Felix from the Fellowship Bible
Church discussing work assignments with Joe
Cordaro of the St. Joseph Church Missions Committee. Also in the photo are Mark Enderlin, Billy York &
Paul Young of St. Joseph Church mission, and a
member of the Conway Fire Department.

4

3: Felix from the Fellowship Bible Church discussing
work assignments with Joe Cordaro of the St. Joseph Church Missions Committee.
4: Debris left behind as mobile homes are removed
& residents are forced to relocate from the
Brookside Village Mobile Home Community in Conway AR.

3
5

5: Felix from the Fellowship Bible Church & Dr. Phil
Stone from St. Joseph Church mission loading a
heavy shelving unit onto a trailer at Brookside Village.

6
7

6: A Conway Fire Department volunteer helping Felix from the Fellowship Bible Church take out a
heavy shelving unit from a displaced resident's mobile home at Brookside Village.
7: Debris left behind as mobile homes are removed
& residents are forced to relocate from the
Brookside Village Mobile Home Community in Conway AR.

8

9

8: Dr. Phil Stone of the St. Joseph Church mission
group loading a Brookside Village resident's furniture into a temporary storage unit.
9: St. Joseph Church Missions Committee volunteers Billy York, Joe Cordaro, Paul Young & Mike
Geels assisting an evicted Brookside Village resident with her relocation.

10

11

10: The Trustee family, Celeste Bailey, Tony Fillipino, and Mark Enderlin assist in the relocation.
11: The men discuss some of the work needed for
the Brookside relocation.
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(continued from previous page)

Missions for Transitions
The St. Joseph's Church Mission Committee had a busy day on Saturday, March 2,
2019. Six local families were served with furniture and household supplies as part of
the Missions for Transitions program. Also, handyman services were provided to a local
shelter to repair a 60 foot fence, perform inside repairs, and bulk debris removal. Nineteen volunteers helped out; these are: Don Greenland, Don Kremer, Chris Seefeld,
Fred, Candy Schulze, Doug Bonds, Rafael Soto, Angela Greenland, Paul Young, Megan Greenland, Billy York, Bryan Morgan, Joe Cordaro, Raymond Gunther,
Theresa Gerard, Tom Gerard, Ron Gatto, Destini Trusty, and Daniel Trusty.

Missions for Transitions
Missions for Transitions volunteers usually meet on Saturday
volunteers Bryan Morgan,
mornings to assist with setting up households with furnishings
and supplies for individuals and families transitioning from local Billy York, Theresa & Tom
Gerard with a client
halfway houses and shelters, such as the Bethlehem House,
CoHo, or The Women’s Shelter. Handyman services provide,
at no cost, home maintenance, repairs, and disaster
Handyman service volunteers Paul
response (i.e. tornado damage) for those who are either
Young, Don Greenland & Doug Bonds unable to afford such projects, or physically unable to
perform repairs, such as the elderly or disabled. These
rebuilding a fence at a local shelter
handyman services are usually accomplished by a crew
of volunteers on weekday evenings and Saturdays. Tasks may include carpentry, painting,
flooring, small roof repairs, light plumbing, light electrical, and tree trimming/removal.

Other ‘Missions for Transitions’ Work from the Spring and Summer
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St. Joseph’s Church Men of Faith Appalachia Mission Trip 2019
By Fred Schulze

In his homily during a recent Mass at St. Joseph Church, Deacon Richard Papini said “God desires
that we not only receive and take in his love, but that we also find ways to give his love away to others.” From June 4 through June 8, 2019, nineteen men came together from Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indiana and Texas to serve the needy in Appalachia as part of the 6 th Annual St. Joseph Church’s Men
of Faith Appalachia Mission in Auxier, Kentucky – one of the most impoverished regions of the
United States. These nineteen missionaries performed repairs and much needed upgrades to the
Deacon Richard Papini led the
homes of four families in the Auxier area. They did so with love and respect.
"Arkansas Boys" in prayer at St.
The mission group worked in conjunction with Hand in Hand Ministries in Auxier, Kentucky.
There is a popular quote on the wall of the ministry’s dining hall which reads: “God doesn’t call Joseph Church, Conway AR,

the qualified. He qualifies the called.” Even though the missionaries may have felt a gentle urging by God’s spirit to serve on this mission, some of the men, who may have little or no construction and handyman skills, may
have felt hints of insecurity and self-doubt about how they can realistically contribute to the difficult repair work. These feelings,
however, quickly dissipated as work teams were formed and relationships developed among men of all skill levels - with support,
encouragement and direction provided by the experienced craftspeople and crew chiefs on each team.
The missionaries from Arkansas (sometimes referred to as the “Arkansas Boys”) were Deacon Richard Papini, Don Greenland,
Ron Gatto, Bryan Morgan, Robert Massery, Chris Walter, Butch Siria, Billy York, Dr. Phil Stone, Fred Schulze, and the Gunther
brothers - Bob, Raymond, Edward, and Paul. Participants also included Mike Mullican from Evansville IN, Bryan Schulze from
Denton TX, and Ray Blake, Robert Jordan and Larry Taylor – all three from Tulsa OK.
Home to about 700 people, Auxier KY was developed as a residential community for employees of the N.W. Coal Company in
1903. Coal trains still run through town, and many original homes still stand as a reminder of the once booming economy. The
Hand in Hand Ministries Auxier Center occupies an old school built in 1927, that’s been renovated to include air conditioned dormitories which were once classrooms, family apartments and offices. This small campus, along the banks of the beautiful Levisa
Fork, also contains workshops, a materials warehouse, food pantry, and a large kitchen. Meals are prepared by the ministry staff
and served in a dining hall which also serves as a conference room.
In beautiful mountains and hollows, Appalachia is home to generations of proud families; many of them are elderly and dealing
with extreme poverty. The average income of Hand in Hand Ministries clients is $1083/month. Most of their clients are Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients who only receive $746/month. However, the average expense for basic necessities in the
Auxier area are approximately $1150/month. Some families will sometimes do without electric lighting at night, heat during the
cold Appalachian winter and air conditioning during the hot, humid summer in order to afford food and medical care. Instead of
having the expense of owning and maintaining their own cars, many depend on others to take them grocery shopping once a
month. Some depend on their own vegetable gardens to help supplement their nutritional needs.
Hand in Hand Ministries serves their community by building relationships and performing home repairs and doing other projects. They get to know the residents on a personal level and understand their needs. Volunteer groups from around the country
serve with Hand in Hand Ministries in Auxier throughout the year. The staff of Hand in Hand Ministry pre-qualify clients for home
repairs and assign specific jobs to these groups depending on the groups’ capabilities. Each year, some of the most difficult jobs
are saved for the St. Joseph Church Men of Faith mission group. Inexperienced volunteers receive on-the-job training by experienced Men of Faith and Hand in Hand Ministries craftspeople. The projects on this year’s trip included building a wheelchair
ramp, mobile home underpinning, drywall installation, painting, floor repairs, plumbing, bathroom repairs, ceiling repairs, and
staging work for future groups to perform & finish. The projects were not “remodeling” jobs to enhance a home‘s value. The work
was performed on existing homes to simply meet the basic needs of comfort and safety for the occupants, as well as to meet the
needs of disabled clients.
The construction and repair work were only part of this mission’s objective. Interacting with the individuals and families that
were served, with love, compassion and respect, was as equally important. Talking with them and hearing their stories was just as
important as doing the actual repair work on their homes. In return, the Men of Faith volunteers were struck by how content the
clients seemed to be despite their hardships. The clients did not appear to be emotionally distressed by external distractions. Happiness came from their spiritually and from being socially connected to others in the community – not from the desire for, and ownership of, “stuff”. The repair work built hope for the families, as well as transformed the lives of the Men of Faith volunteers. Going back to Deacon Richard’s homily, he said: “The more of God’s love we give away, the more He pours out to us.” This was
very evident by how the clients reached out to the volunteers with love & hospitality along with their gratitude – sometimes expressed through their tears of joy. This tugged at the hearts of the Men of Faith volunteers. This gift was bigger than the gift of
time and labor that the volunteers gave.
The next trip to Auxier is scheduled for June 2 through June 6, 2020. More information about this trip will become available
sometime during March or April 2020.
(photos for this story are on the next page)

The St. Joseph’s Missions Committee Ministry also performs mission work in the Conway area including Missions for Transitions, Pack the Pantry, and Handyman Services. Information about
these and other opportunities can be found at http://www.sjparish.org/Missions,
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Appalachia Mission Trip 2019

Getting down and dirty, this is
what Raymond and Paul Gunther looked like after performing repairs under a house.

Penny, a happy Hand in Hand
Ministries client in Sitka KY,
with the Job Site #2 work crew left to right, Butch Sirea, Deacon
Richard Papini, Fred Schulze,
Chris Walters & Mike Millican.

One of the frustrations with doing
this kind of work is that time runs
out, resulting in the assigned
work not being completed. In this
photo, Chris Walters is instructing
Hand in Hand Ministries volunteers Robert Estes and Brian
O'Donnell, along with the homeowner, on how to proceed with
the floor repairs, which will be
performed by a school group the
following week.

Mike Mullican and Butch Sirea
sanding dried sheetrock mud off
of a kitchen ceiling of a Hand in
Hand Ministries client's house
in Sitka KY.

Sharing stories of their work,
sometimes humorous, after
returning from job sites. From
left to right, Dr. Phil Stone, Ron
Gatto, Chris Walters, Billy
York, Don Greenland and Robert Jordan.

An enjoyable activity of the mission trip is hanging out together
in the evening on the porch of
the Hand in Ministries dining
hall. Left to right, Paul Gunther,
Bryan Schulze, Don Greenland
and Robert Massery.

A happy Hand in Hand Ministries
client in eastern Kentucky after
volunteers of the St. Joseph
Church Men of Faith Appalachia
Mission completed work on this
wheel chair ramp at his home.
The client cried & said that his
wife, who was in the hospital at
that time, will be very happy
when she returns home. His reaction tugged at the hearts of the
men who built this ramp - just one
of the gifts received by the missionaries on this trip.

Chris Walters and Deacon
Richard Papini installing
sheetrock in a kitchen of a
Hand in Hand Ministries
client's house in Sitka KY.

Sometimes while tearing out
old, damaged construction in
preparation for repairs, surprises are uncovered. Note
the gap in the floor, exposing
a living room to outside
weather. This was found
after tearing up old carpet
and prepping the floor for
new tile. Chris Walters had
to cut out a portion of the
floor in order to install a support beam for a patch.

Mike Mullican texture painting
a repaired bathroom ceiling in a
Hand in Hand Ministries client's house in Sitka KY.
Deacon Richard Papini installing sheetrock in a kitchen
of a Hand in Hand Ministries
client's house in Sitka KY.
Brief meeting and prayer at the Hand in Hand Ministries
Auxier Center before heading out the job sites.

Paul & Raymond Gunther hauling a
tool box at the Hand in Hand Ministries Auxier Center.
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The St. Joseph Church Mission Committee's Handyman Services group had a busy
Spring. Below are photos of the various service projects performed by this team - a photo essay.

Photos by Fred Schulze, Summaries of photos, from left to right:
1. Volunteers from St. Joseph Church Mission Committee's handyman team replaced a deteriorating section of fence on April 27, 2019 for an elderly parishioner in Conway AR. Pictured
here are Doug Bonds, Don Greenland and Bryan Morgan.
2. The St. Joseph Church Missions Committees is participating in the Habitat for Humanity recycled homes program. Billy York sanded adhesive off a bathroom floor in a recycled
house in Conway AR. He was one of several volunteers from St. Joseph Church Mission Committee's Handyman Services team that helped out on Saturday, April 27, 2019.
3. St. Joseph Church Missions Committee Handyman Services volunteer Ron Gatto digging post holes for a wheelchair ramp project in Saltillo AR, east of Conway, June 14, 2019.
4. St. Joseph Church Missions Committee Handyman Services volunteers Don Greenland and Chris Walter installing joists for a wheelchair ramp in Saltillo AR, east of Conway, June 14,
2019.
5. St. Joseph Church Missions Committee Handyman Services volunteer Cory Moix framing a wheelchair ramp in the Saltillo community in Faulkner County, east of Conway AR, June
14, 2019.
6. Wheelchair ramp project completed by the Handyman Services team of the St. Joseph Church Mission Committee in the Saltillo community in Faulkner County, east of Conway. Cory
Moix, Fred Schulze and Chris Walter posing on the finished product which was built on June 14-15, 2019 for a mobility challenged client. The project team also included Don Greenland,
Bryan Morgan and Ron Gatto.
7. Raymond Gunther & Rod Harrison, of the St. Joseph Church Missions Committee's Handyman Services team, making sure that a post for a wheelchair ramp is level & plumb before it
is permanently set in concrete. Digging post holes was probably the most difficult job of this project, especially since the team had to dig through tree roots, as well as working in hot,
humid conditions. Don Greenland, Billy York, Ed Gunther and Fred Schulze also volunteered on this project in Conway AR, June 29, 2019.
8.: Billy York & Rod Harrison, of the St. Joseph Church Missions Committee's Handyman Services team, framing a wheelchair ramp. Don Greenland, Raymond Gunther, Ed Gunther and
Fred Schulze also volunteered on this project in Conway AR, June 29, 2019.
9. Project foreman Don Greenland of the St. Joseph Church Missions Committee's Handyman Services team sawing down posts for railings on a wheelchair ramp. Raymond Gunther,
Ed Gunther, Billy York, Rod Harrison and Fred Schulze also volunteered on this project in Conway AR, June 29, 2019.
10. Five members of a 6 person crew from St. Joseph Church Missions Committee's Handyman Services group proudly standing on a wheelchair ramp that they built on June 29, 2019
for a mobility challenged woman in Conway AR. Left to right: Raymond Gunther, Billy York, Don Greenland, Ed Gunther & Rod Harrison. Fred Schulze was also on this team.
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That Man Is You Ministry a Hit
By Fred Schulze

About 40 men attended This Man is
You! men's ministry sessions each
Monday morning during the Spring of
2019 in Spiritan Hall, St. Joseph
Church, Conway AR.

During the Spring of 2019, approximately
40 men met early on Monday mornings
in Spiritan Hall to participate in a men's
fellowship called That Man Is You!
(TMIY). Brought to the attention of the
men of St. Joseph Parish by Adult Faith
Formation Director Christy Trantina, this
ministry addresses the pressures and
temptations that men face in our modern
culture, especially those relating to their
roles as husbands and fathers. The program combines current social
and medical science with the teachings of the Church and the wisdom of
the saints to develop a vision of man. The men of our parish that volunteered
their time each week to make this program happen were Jeff Trusty, Jerry Hiegel, Ron Gatto, Paul Chamoun, Thomas Meares, Lance McGhee, Tony Filipino, Jim
Royal and TJ Seibert. Thanks to Ron Gatto and Jerry Hiegel, breakfast was provided.

TMIY is one of the most life-transforming programs of men ever studied. This transformation is seen in marriage and family life. It addresses
men’s issues, including pornography and balancing work demands. It also
results in greater participation in parish life. Participants of this past Spring's
program at St. Joseph Church said that it was a great experience - both
mentally and spiritually. They were able to dive deeper into their Catholic
faith as well as meet weekly with other men who have many of the same
experiences. A favorite part of the program was meeting new people within
the parish and developing new friendships.
The TMIY program will start up again on September 9, 2019 - the Monday
after Labor Day. Information will be made available in a future church bulletin.

The men from St. Joseph Parish that organized
the TMIY sessions each Monday morning (left
to right): Lance McGhee, Ron Gatto, Tony Filipino, Jeff Trusty, Jerry Hiegel, TJ Seibert, Jim
Royal & Thomas Meares. Paul Chamoun, who
was also part of this team, is not in the photo.
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INTERESTING FACTS OF THE ROSARY
By Mary Eubanks

We are heard the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to the children of Fatima in 1917 and gave
them the Rosary.
Did you know that St Dominic also received the Rosary from the Blessed Virgin Mary in
France in 1214.
It was he who gave us the guidelines for the Mysteries of the Rosary. This guideline was
easier for the people to understand and could relate to the meditations of the decade recited.
The Mysteries are Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious. All these meditations relate to Jesus
life, death, Resurrection and honor given to our Blessed Virgin Mary.
Also the 4th Mystery the Luminous was provided by Pope John II which gave us meditation
for special Light filled ways of Jesus public life.
Here are the Mysteries and their Reflections:
The Joyful Mysteries:
The Annunication, The Visitation, The Birth Of Jesus, The Presentation, and Finding the
child Jesus in the Temple. (prayed on Mondays and Saturdays)
The Sorrowful Mysteries:
The Agony in the Garden, The Scourging at the Pillar, Crowning of Thorns, Carrying of the
Cross, and The Crucifixion. (prayed on Tuesdays and Fridays)

The Glorious Mysteries:
The Resurrection, The Ascension, Decent of the Holy Spirit, the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and the Coronation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. (prayed on Wednesdays and
Sundays)
The Luminous Mysteries:
Baptism of Jesus, Wedding at Cana, Proclaiming the Kingdom, Transfiguration, and Institution of the Eucharist.(prayed on Thursdays)
In researching this information I found that there are many interesting things to learn about
the Rosary. This was only a tip off the top of the barrel as the saying goes. There are pamphlets and other reading material available just ask for help from our priest, deacons, and
teachers.
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Pack Your Bags, Adventure Awaits!
by Christy Trantina, Director of Adult Faith Formation
St. Joseph Family, I hope you’ll join me in a Great Adventure coming here
this fall. It is time that we Catholics dive into the Bible and become familiar
with the great story of our salvation history.
I recently asked one of our leaders, “What is the best Bible Study you’ve ever done?” Without hesitation she said, “The Bible Timeline by Jeff Cavins.”
So, this fall we are going to offer The Great Adventure Bible Timeline as a parish-wide study
that will run September through April.

We Catholics get a bad rap for not knowing the bible. But...in Mass, almost everything said by the
priest and the people is from scripture. Not to mention that every Mass has readings from the Old
Testament, the Psalms, the New Testament and the Gospels. So we know more Bible than we think;
we just need to put it all together and see the big picture.
The Bible Timeline will help us understand God’s plan for us as humans; His plan of salvation history,
from Genesis through the Gospels. We will look at the 14 books of the Bible that tell that story, and
see how the remaining books supplement them. We will see how the promises and prophecies in the
Old Testament are fulfilled in the New Testament by Our Savior, Jesus Christ. The words of scripture
will make more sense to us, strengthening us in our daily lives. The authors have created colorful
maps and charts to explain each era of salvation history, including tracing the blood lineage of Jesus
back to Adam.
We will offer daytime and evening sessions. The daytime session will be Wednesday mornings from
10:30-12:00 noon, right after school mass. The evening session will be Tuesdays from 6:30-8:00pm.
Free childcare will be available during the evening session.
There will be 12 sessions in the fall, and 12 sessions in the spring. We will begin after Labor Day and
end in mid-April. We will have several weeks off along the way, including no sessions during December.
I realize that Tuesday evenings mean sporting events for many families,
mine included. Please don’t let this stop you; if you can attend most of
the classes, that’s better than nothing.
Each lesson contains a video featuring Jeff Cavins, a Catholic evangelist,
author, and biblical scholar, who has an amazing gift of teaching. After
the video we will break into small groups for discussion using our workbooks. There is homework, but
only IF you want homework! Some of us are at a season in life to enjoy daily reading & study time.
For some of us this is not possible, and that’s OK.
Don’t let homework, attendance and small group discussion scare you away. We will have small
group leaders to facilitate discussion, so if you only come and listen you will still gain so much. And
don’t think you are the only one who doesn’t know about the Bible. Many of us are in the same
boat, that’s why we are doing this.
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My friends, Ephesians Chapter 6 says that the Word of God is the sword of the (Holy) Spirit – a weapon.
Scripture is the most effective weapon of strength for us in our daily lives . We must know and
understand God’s word, and many Catholics are missing out in this area.
Please pray about taking part in this parish-wide adventure. Invite your spouse, siblings, cousins and
friends to join you. It is a chance for our community to come together, it’s for your own personal spiritual
growth, and it will result in many blessings for you and your family.
Think of it as an early Lenten sacrifice, which is perfect, the study ends right at Easter!
Registration details will be posted around the parish very soon. Feel free to contact me at the parish office if you have any questions.
During the Course We Will:
•

Read 14 narrative books of the Bible and discover the amazing story woven throughout Scripture

•

Learn how the key people, places, and events in the Bible fit together to reveal Godís plan for humanity

•

Study the Bible from a Catholic perspective and see how our faith is rooted in Sacred Scripture

•

See how the events in the Old Testament are fulfilled in the New Testament by Christ and the Church

•

Gain a greater appreciation for the Scripture readings you hear during Mass

•

See how God reveals himself to us through Scripture and learn how God's Word applies to your life today

• Develop a life-long hunger for knowing God in his word and lay a strong foundation for further Bible
reading and study
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Knights of Columbus Volunteer at Subiaco Abbey
By Ray Nielsen
Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus from the Father Lawchowsky Assembly have provided assistance to the monks and brothers
of Subiaco Abbey for nearly two decades. This volunteer work began 19 years ago under the leadership of the late Sir Knight A.J
Hambuchen and current Sir Knight Ray Luyet. Members from Conway, Russellville and New Dixie have completed many landscaping, renovation, handicap accessible projects in that time.
Back in April, a week was set aside there for the men to build a 5K running track. Luyet and Conway Assembly members Tim
and John Nabholz, Raymond Gunther, Chris Walter, Jim and David Strack, and Herman Moix, along with Russellville members
Mike Hoyt, Jim Koch, and Bill Anhalt, cleared the way for the track by digging through muddy terrain. They used a track hoe,
two back hoes, and several side by sides. "We put in culverts to keep water from running over the track," Luyet said. "We also
dug holes on the side of a hill to get dry shale to cover the mud to make the track presentable." Tree limbs, roots and underbrush
were also cut o blaze a trail through the woods. Fine gravel and cuttings were then laid on the track. The numbers of volunteers on
hand allowed them to complete the project in just two days. A 5K run was held there four days later
Tim Nabholz with a track
hoe.
The men gathering for a meal in the
Abbey's dining room. Left to right on
left side of dining table are Herman
Moix, John Nabholz Chris Walter, and
David Strack. Right side moving right
to left are Raymond Gunther, Tim Nabholz, Ray Luyet, and Jim Strack.
(Photos by Brother Ephrem O' Bryan, OSB)

Holy Cross Ministries Priest Visits St Joseph
By Ray Nielsen

Father Innaiah Maddeneni visited St. Joseph Church July 13-14 on behalf
of the Holy Cross Ministries. He's a native of the Diocese of Guntur, India, and currently pastors St. Colman and St. Paul Churches in Portsmouth, England. Father Innaiah also serves as Chaplain for the Queen
Alexandra Hospital.
Holy Cross Ministries is a charity founded in Nellore, India in 1989 and
Father Innaiah is its Chief Functionary. Holy Cross Ministries works with
various religious communities in India to support educational programs at
the elementary and high school level for children who are either orphaned
or come from tough economic and social conditions. The charity also
supports sanitation programs in these schools. It's currently helping children in schools run by St. Anne's Sisters in Guntur, India as well as ones
in Nellore and Hyderrabad.
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Close-Knit Faith Community Begins New Ministry
By Jean Leffler
“But speaking the truth I love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which is equipped,
as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself in love.” (Ephesians
4:15-16)
The Close-Knit Faith Community at St. Joseph has been meeting weekly, year ‘round, for almost 12
years. We pray, and study the Word while knitting and/or crocheting for various charities. The beneficiaries of our efforts over the years have included: Arkansas Children’s Hospital, CRMC nursery,
CARTI, Baptist Hospital NICU (in Little Rock), the Faulkner County Nursing Home Gift Fund, and
Life Choices. We added a couple veteran groups one year but that presented an expensive shipping
cost. Because we rely on individual yarn contributions, we do not have a treasury for postage.
In January of this year, the Faulkner County Nursing Home Gift Fund committee disbanded, thus the organized need for lap robes in
our county has evaporated. Our Close-Knit group carefully considered what ministry could benefit from our dedicated handwork. After prayerful consideration about what we could do to help ease a burden for our fellow parishioners, we settled on beginning a Prayer
Shawl Ministry, and the first shawls came off the needles in late winter.
With needles flying, we produced Prayer Shawls in a variety of shapes and colors. There are blues, pinks, yellows, greens, and more.
We made rectangular and triangular shape shawls – some with fringe, some without. Each is made of machine washable yarn for easy
care.
We began this ministry slowly, distributing shawls to the folks referred to us by the Cancer Support Group, the Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers, and the Prayer Chain/Prayer Team. The feedback has been encouraging. Now, we are ready to spread our prayers to
envelop a wider circle of need.

We intend these Prayer Shawls to be a comfort to those who are able to understand that the shawl is a reminder that fellow parishioners physically and spiritually wrap them in prayer. Prayers are offered as each shawl is being made! A personal size bottle of holy
water is included with each shawl distributed to our fellow parishioners who are in need of a loving reminder that they remembered in
prayer. Our thoughts and prayers are with those who are experiencing the recent loss of a loved one, those going through cancer treatments, and whoever else might have a genuine need for prayer. Our homebound ‘prayer warriors’ might appreciate having and wearing a Prayer Shawl as they pray for the rest of us!
Each Prayer Shawl is blessed and has a tag explaining a little about this new ministry of the Close-Knit Faith Community. If you, or
someone you know is in need of prayer and would benefit from this Prayer Shawl Ministry, please contact Christy Trantina. She has
graciously agreed to be the contact person for distribution of these Prayer Shawls (she has the key to the storage closet and is at the
parish office most days of the week).
The Close-Knit Faith Community meets each Wednesday from 10:00 to 11:30 (ish) in the Spiritan Center. Participation is free. We
have a library of patterns to share! Our group consists of beginners, ‘rusty’ knitters, and a few experts – even a couple of lefties – and
all are open to helping the learners to become experts! Quite often, when we are finished for the morning we go out to lunch together
to build our sense of community.
If you are a knitter or crocheter and would like to contribute to this ministry but are not available to attend our Wednesday morning
community, please feel free to help in the efforts. There are many patterns for both rectangle and triangle shaped shawls on the
‘market’. The main thing we strongly urge is to pray as you knit for the intention of the person who will be the recipient. Remember
the words of St. Paul, “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.” (Romans 12: 4-5)
We anticipate a growing response to this Prayer Shawl Ministry and are ready to make more as the need arises. May God bless you as
you go about your chosen ministry.
With love from The Close-Knit Faith Community
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Teach Your Children Well
Theology of the Body
By Bob Hapner

THE ONSLAUGHT
Saturday June 1st was the beginning of LGBTQ Pride month. In numerous cities around the county
there were parades where various perversions were celebrated. That same day, Bishop Tobin of the
diocese of Providence Rhode Island tweeted to his congregation a reminder that: “Catholics should
not support or attend LGBTQ ‘Pride Month’ events held in June, they promote a culture and encourage activities that are contrary to Catholic faith and morals. They are especially harmful for children.” For this statement he was
pilloried by such folks as Mia Farrow and Patricia Arquette among hundreds of others, accusing him of bigotry, hatred and hypocrisy.
Today we are seeing gay relationships, especially marriage, being mainstreamed by Hollywood and news media. Indeed, it is difficult to turn on the TV without seeing or hearing something that pushes the LGBTQ agenda. This is on top of the 50 year obsession
with casual extramarital sex, the “me first” culture, political correctness and the absence of objective truth.
THE BATTLE
Even as adults it is difficult for us to be unaffected by this onslaught. And we, hopefully, have been adequately catechized and embrace Catholic doctrine. But what about our young people???
We all remember how impressionable we were during our adolescence and young adulthood, how much we wanted to fit in. Imagine that peer pressure now!
Those of us who came of age before the sexual revolution are especially blessed because we didn’t have to deal with the false messages and confusion of the 1960’s. (Yeah, I know I am an old goat.) But now we are in a war, and the objective is our souls and
minds, especially those of our young people. The prayer to St Michael the Archangel says, “Defend us in battle, be our protection
against the wickedness and snares of the devil…who wanders through the world seeking the ruin of souls.” Yes, motivated by sheer
hatred the devil wanders through the world seeking the ruin of souls… This is a sad fact, and the devil doing his damndest by using
the most powerful tool available, our sexuality.

FAITH AND CYNICISM
A cynic is defined as “one who believes that human conduct is motivated wholly by self-interest.” Faith, on the other hand is defined as “Both a gift of God and a human act by which the believer gives personal adherence to God who invites his response, and
freely assents to the whole truth that God has revealed…[it is] both a theological virtue given by God as grace, and an obligation
which flows from the first commandment of God.” In other words, a surrender of the self.
Our culture is steeped in cynicism which leads to people looking out only for themselves and using others for their own needs, especially in the area of sexuality. How often have we heard about looking out for number one? How often have we been told that the
greatest good is self realization and “finding yourself,” finding “your own truth”? The only way to combat this situation is through
the gift of faith. Faith is a prerequisite. Without this gift of grace from God we lack the strength to withstand the onslaught; there is
little we can do in and of ourselves. So the beginning of the battle: our first weapon is prayer that we and our young people are given
the gift of faith, and that it is ever strengthened as we go through life.
OUR OBLIGATION
Along with prayer, we have to be active in countering the perverse messages that are bombarding our kids. The front lines in this
battle must be held by parents and other responsible adults. It is parents who from the beginning have the most profound influence
on their offspring. With the support of the clergy and the church community, we must be sure that the young are properly catechized
and that catechesis doesn’t stop after Confirmation. It must be an ongoing lifetime quest to deepen our love for God and the church.
Kids need to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, to be in awe and revel in the fact that he died just for them, personally.
CATECHESIS
Truth is not an opinion, different for each individual. There is one truth, and the Catholic Church teaches it in its fullness. In order to
properly catechize: “…[the subject] is Christ, the Incarnate Word and son of God who is taught; everything else is taught with reference to him; and it is Christ alone who teaches; anyone else teaches to the extent that he is Christ’s spokesman, [he]enables Christ to
teach with his lips.” That being said, it is in Christ and His teaching that Theology of the Body is rooted. Christ is speaking to us
through St. John Paul’s lips. John Paul has not invented any new doctrine. He simply explains Christ’s teachings in a way that contemporary minds and hearts can understand and embrace. He explains the creation of man and woman, the sacredness and beauty of
the human person, our purpose and our destiny.
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Kids need to understand their incarnate nature as God created them, body/spirit creatures. Kids need to know the value and purpose
of their bodies, how their sexuality fits in God’s plan. Kids need to understand the real meaning of love. Kids need to understand
where they fit in the community. Kids need to understand the meaning of vocation. Kids need to understand the meaning of commitment and marriage. Kids need to understand God’s plan for their lives and ultimately for their salvation. These things are all explained in Theology of the Body.
It is parents who have the primary responsibility to see that their children are taught the doctrines of the church. Parents must model
a good marriage for their kids as best they can. They should study TOB and bring that knowledge to their children. A good place to
start is two books; “Theology of the Body for Beginners,” by Christopher West, and “The Body Reveals God” by Katrina Zeno. The
Theology of the Body Institute has many more materials available, from DVDs, seminars, to other books; just Google Theology of
the Body Institute or COR Project. Parents should insist that TOB be included in parish religious education. Thankfully, our St. Joseph School includes TOB as part of catechesis, but public schools certainly don’t. For that reason it is all the more critical that parents take up the challenge.
It seems to me that the gift of faith, together with embracing and internalizing St. John Paul’s teachings are the things that will help
young people combat and survive the onslaught. With parents, clergy and community supporting them they can succeed. At stake is
the future of family and our culture. Teach your children well…

New Chapter Beginning for CCM Conway
By Kasey Miller-Campus Minister
CCM Conway is fast approaching it’s the 20th anniversary, so it is fitting that this summer is the beginning of something new as
well. Thanks to you, our fantastic prayer partners, volunteers, and donors, CCM Conway has served the students, faculty, staff,
and alumni from a little house on Bruce Street for 20 years. And we hope you will continue to join us in our mission for the
next 20 years, just at a different location.
This is the first public announcement of the upcoming changes, and we wanted you to be the first to officially hear about it.
CCM Conway is relocating to 1902 South Boulevard later this summer. While we love our current site, space is needed to continue to make UCA a great university. And this site is just temporary because we are planning to build a new campus ministry
center on the corner of South Boulevard and Baridon Street within the next few years.
Like so many of you, we have tons of great memories of the CCM House and many of us really consider it a home we will
miss, but we are also extremely excited for what is in store for the ministry. Yes, there will be challenges, but this is a much
needed season of growth that will help CCM Conway continue to ignite souls, form disciples, and embrace service for another
20 years. Our student leaders are excited and inspired by the challenge and the idea that they can help not only set the tone for
the next period in CCM Conway history but can actually leave their mark physically through helping make the new campus
ministry center a reality.
While the CCM House is a bit of a mess while we pack up 20 years worth of keepsakes and paperwork, we are still working and
would welcome anyone who wants to swing by and visit before the move. And while we are sure people are going to drive by
the new site, it is being worked on by an excellent team from the UCA physical plant, so we just ask to be mindful of the work.
We hope you will continue to support us in prayer during this transition and if you are inspired to help ensure CCM Conway’s
next 20 years let us know.

Old CCM Home

Future Home of CCM
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The Lord’s Prayer – a New Perspective on the Daily Journey
By Jean Leffler
It is often said that the Lord’s Prayer is ‘the perfect prayer.’ It is non-sectarian, widely accepted and prayed by most
Christian faiths. I’m not sure that I understand that limitation. It does not address a Trinitarian belief system, mentioning
neither Jesus Christ nor the Holy Spirit – only the name of the Father. Personally, I consider the prayer to be appropriate
for Jews and Christians alike, which would indeed make it ‘the perfect prayer.’
The prayer as it appears in the gospel of Luke 11:2-4 and the gospel of Matthew 6:9-13 differ slightly, though each version was taught to the apostles by Jesus Christ himself. The explanation that follows each of the gospel writer’s instruction also differs. Each gives us further life training.
The verses that follow Jesus’ instruction the Gospel of Luke (11:5-10) teach Perseverance in Prayer, giving us encouragement to persist in our prayer. This is where we find the story of the friend coming to the door at midnight asking for
three loaves of bread for another friend. In verse 9, Jesus reassures the apostles, and us, “…Ask, and it will be given to
you; search, and you will find; knock and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” Jesus goes on to talk about the evil doers who give their child responsible gifts (11-13). “...if you then who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
There are only two verses following Matthew’s presentation of the Lord’s Prayer (6:14-15). Matthew’s gospel addresses
forgiveness... “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not
forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
Each writer reiterates the words of prayer that Jesus taught his apostles. The Lord’s Prayer is likely one of the first
‘grown-up’ prayers we learned as a child. As an adult now, we can repeat this prayer without thought. The words flow
like water from a faucet. We recite the words effortlessly, without thought, skipping over the meaning of the words.

Let’s change that - I propose that each of us ponder slowly and deliberately on the words that Jesus gave us. Once each
day, pause your task at hand and pray The Lord’s Prayer. Pray it thoughtfully – waiting in line at Wal-Mart, waiting for a
train to pass, waiting in the school pick-up line, or waiting in the doctor’s office. Prayer is a very portable project! It can
be done anywhere, anytime and costs nothing!
Come along with me as I journey into The Lord’s Prayer.
Our Father – my prayer is directed to You, my Father, my Creator, my Protector, my Leader – I am Your child. I claim
You as I go about my day and I have faith that You claim me as Your own. I am nothing without You; You are everything without me, yet You love me more than I will ever understand.
Who art in Heaven – You watch over me from Your place in the heavens. You are all around me and if I look at the
world with awe and wonder, I see Your work in all people, places and things.
Hallowed be Thy name – so very holy is Your name that some won’t even utter Your name out of fear and respect.
With the current political climate in our world, maybe they should call out to you in prayer - loudly. Worldwide, there
are some who haven’t heard of You – we who know You, have much work to do. Sadly, many don’t care to learn about
You, some even DENY You. For those, I must pray.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven – it is YOUR will that I am to follow on earth each day, not my own, because Your way is the perfect way. Just as the angels and saints in heaven know that Your love is all-consuming and follow Your will, I pray that those of us on earth will consciously seek Your will.
Give us this day our daily bread –Though it wouldn’t hurt me to abstain a little more often, I’ll take care of my physical ‘daily bread’ as You give me my ‘Daily Spiritual Bread’.
Forgive us our trespasses… – I am a sinner and I beg for YOUR mercy on my soul.
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as we forgive those who trespass against us – this is the scary petition: I ask that YOU forgive me my transgressions
the same way I forgive those that trespass against me – if I don’t forgive others, then I have no right to expect Your forgiveness.
Lead us not into temptation… – I am spiritually tempted everyday in our world, physically, financially, sexually, materially – through YOUR guidance, I can avoid the traps that lay before me. Please lead me away from the temptations
of the world.
but deliver us from evil – as I watch the changing societal climate in our country and the world, I ask You to rein in the
evil that man continues to produce all around me – our collective sins are steeped in ignorance, selfishness, and hate.
Continue to enlighten each of us to these evils so we turn to You in our everyday lives.

Per the Little Black Book published by the Diocese of Saginaw, MI, “The Our Father became part of the Mass
centuries ago. The extended ending, although not part of the Gospel text was added to the Our Father in the
Mass as an appropriate liturgical ‘doxology’. Centuries later, it was dropped from the Mass in the Roman Rite,
but retained in many Eastern Rites. When the Mass of the Roman Rite was revised in 1969, these words were
restored as a liturgical ending to the Lord’s Prayer.”
For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, forever – simply prayed, I acknowledge Your kingdom of
heaven and earth. Your power over death is exemplified by the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Glory is due to You, my
Father, my Creator, my Protector, my Leader on this day and everyday hereafter, unto eternity.
Amen – so be it, this is the prayer I pray.
As an added spiritual exercise, I like to pray the Lord’s Prayer in reverse; from the end to the beginning to get a
different perspective on the Prayer that Jesus taught to His disciples.
In the words of Revelation 22:21, the last verse of The Book, “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the
saints... Amen.”

Deliver us from evil - It seems that evil is everywhere. Look around, evil rears its ugly head in the news daily. We have
allowed God to be removed from our lives as we embrace moral relativism (the idea that the view of right and wrong is
relative to perception – thus the ‘different strokes for different folks’ mentality).

As I contemplate on this line of the Lord’s Prayer, I come to identify an
‘alphabet soup’ of evil. The ‘a’s include abortion, alcoholism, and adultery; the ‘b’s include brutality, betrayal, blackmail, and bullying; the ‘c’s include consumerism, crimes of all types and Communism; the ‘d’s include
defamation, drug abuse, and the death penalty; the ‘e’s include envy, elitism, and excessive-ism; the ‘f’s
include fury and the organization Freedom From Religion; the ‘g’s include greed, genocide and gluttony; ‘h’
includes humanism (owing obedience to no one but self: ‘I am my own god’) and the opposite of patriotism,
which I have coined the word, ‘Hatriotism’.
The list can go on – through the full alphabet – name some yourself.
Lead us not into temptation - asks God to give us the strength to turn away from the temptations that humanity and
society lay before us. God doesn’t put those temptations in front of us, our human sinfulness does.
As we forgive those who trespass against us, Forgive us our trespasses – challenges us to forgive others before we
forgive ourselves. Forgiving in this order gives us the opportunity to learn and practice humility and selflessness.
Give us this day our daily bread - has little to do with nutritional sustenance but it is asking God to keep us spiritually
well fed. Jesus taught us that He is the Bread of Life. We can receive our daily bread in the Eucharist and by participating in Scripture study – alone or in groups.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Hallowed be thy name, who art in heaven, Our Father – after pondering the previous portions of prayer through to these three phrases we are reminded that God is alive and well, on earth
and in heaven. God is to be honored, respected, and loved as we serve Him; and do His will, for as long as we live and
breathe on earth.
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CCM Conway Goes to the Farm
By Kasey Miller-Campus Minister
It is such a unique experience to return to a community years after serving with them. CCM
Conway had such an opportunity this summer thanks to the Diocese of Little Rock Campus
Ministry Mission Trip. Students and staff from universities across Arkansas; UCA, Hendrix, U
of A, and SAU, along with seminarians journeyed to Kansas City to spend a week at Jerusalem
Farm. For Deacon Richard and I, it was a return to a beloved community and a home away
from home, but for most of the group, it was a leap of faith into the unknown and a place that leads them to a loving community, hard
work, and a new connection to Christ.
Jerusalem Farm, in their own words, is a “Catholic intentional community located in Kansas City, MO. Built on the four cornerstones
of Prayer, Community, Service, and Simplicity, we strive to transform our lives and those around us through service retreat experiences, sustainable living, and home repair. Jerusalem farm is guided by the Gospel Message and Catholic Social Teaching, translated into
the four cornerstones of Prayer, Service, Community, and Simplicity.
As a community in right relationship with God, prayer becomes our transforming action.
As a community in right relationship with self, service becomes our loving action.
As a community in right relationship with others, community becomes our forgiving action.
As a community in right relationship with earth, simplicity becomes our sustaining action.”
It has been my experience that you really have to go to the Farm to understand not just what they do, but why they do what they do.
The staff who live in an intentional community with each other (and continue the work even when groups aren’t there) every day, yearround. They raise their children, they participate in the local parishes, they advocate for their neighbors…they truly live what they
preach and fully walk what they talk about. They invite groups into their lives and pray that each group take back a little piece of the
Farm and allow it to bloom in their own communities.
I could go on for pages about Jerusalem Farm, but the reflection of the students I know share the story better than I ever could.

Savanna Gauthier UCA Bentonville, AR
Going into my trip to Jerusalem Farms, I was expecting long days, hard work, and a chance to give back to a community in
need. All of these expectations were met, but what I wasn’t expecting was the radical love radiating from the Jerusalem Farms
staff that spread like wildfire to all of us volunteers. With the staff members wonderful example and without the distraction of
the constant presence of our phones, we developed a close bond between all of the volunteers within just a few days…
Each person had their own experiences with God’s presence that most then shared with the group, allowing all of us to see
just how many ways God can work in our lives. I was able to see God moving in other people, revealing love and compassion in them in new ways each day. On the last day of work, my group was struggling with pouring and smoothing concrete
when, out of nowhere, a man from the neighborhood walked up with tools already strapped to his belt, saying, “I’ve got
this.” He then proceeded to take charge of laying out the concrete, smoothing it with an almost artistry. The man didn't ask
for any food, drink, or money. He just shook our hands and walked away when the task was finished. The kindness in this
man, and also every person I encountered throughout the week, reminded me just how much love for neighbors can accomplish…

My time at Jerusalem Farms taught me radical love above all else. Radical love for the environment, the community, my
neighbor, and God…
Hunter Trussell Hendrix College Conway, AR
The mission trip was a very refreshing experience for me. I don’t often get the chance to strip wallpaper, paint home exteriors,
or dig drainage ditches and the mission trip provided me a place to do those types of things while developing deeper relationships with both God and the people with which I served. I was very surprised at how much fun I could have doing tasks such
as those mentioned above, and I believe a lot of the joy I experienced was largely due to my work crew. It was in those people
that I most strongly felt God throughout the week. The conversations we had were deeper and more meaningful than I’ve had
with people I’ve known for years. Their evident love for God and serving other people was infectious and made me push
through even when I felt exhausted and was ready to be done working for the day. Instead, I offered up the pain and discomfort and united that suffering with Christ’s on the cross. The week was also incredibly humbling for me as well. God has
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blessed my life abundantly, and I’m very thankful for the ability to share some of those blessings with the people of Kansas
City.
I was particularly thankful for the Burmese family we served. After a long and exhausting afternoon of digging up a flowerbed to prep for the drainage ditch, they invited us into their home where they had prepared a traditional meal for us
(including whole octopuses)! Not only that, but they had also bought pizzas for us in case someone did not like the food
they offered us. The appreciation and care shown to us by that family still impact me. I have brought back home with me
numerous examples of God’s love working in my life and friends who will remain in my heart for a long time to come.
Anne Moeller UCA Little Rock, AR
I felt most connected with the Lord through the constant attentiveness and care that was shown to me throughout the trip, both
by people in my work crew and by the people that we served. Being one of the youngest people at the retreat, I was afraid that
I would not be able to connect with everyone well, but it quickly became evident that age did not matter at all at Jerusalem
Farms. My work crew shared Christ with me in every joke we made, every small accomplishment we celebrated on the job,
and every deep conversation we had on the car rides to and from our worksites. Also, I was really impacted by a refugee family that we helped on our fourth day at the Farm. They came out and helped us to pull roots from the area that we were building a drainage system, working and sweating right alongside us, and when we took a break, they brought us fruit to eat. Their
little boys (1 and 2 years old) also came outside, and the grandmother was so nice that she let us play with him- we jumped up
and down with him, chased him around, picked him up, and laughed with him! The Lord showed me the simple joys of being
a trusting, loving child, as well as the humble trust of the caretaker, allowing strangers to play and love someone you love so
dearly.
Britteny Berumen UCA Conway, AR
During my time at Jerusalem Farm, what surprised me about the week was how intentional they were about their actions. Every
decision they made from the products they bought to the energy fast they did was intentional, and they didn’t want any of their
actions to contradict their beliefs. I meet God in a new way by realizing that he is always present. I began to notice God was everywhere when I became more aware of his presence in the ordinary parts of my day and realized we don’t just encounter him in
prayer. I especially noticed it when they told us to close our eyes and notice God’s presence around us before we started the work
day and through the volunteers’ work and the care they had for the people they were working for. St. Teresa of Avila’s prayer
about Christ having no hands or feet but yours comes to mind about the service we did and how it connected me to Christ. It’s our
hands, but it is God’s work, and we are an instrument in his hands that he wants to use us so he can bless others and show his
love. When we sat and talked to Bobby, it was a conversation I won’t ever forget because she gratefully brought us into her life
and you could see the joy she had talking about the work Jerusalem Farm has done for her and her family.

Kasey-UCA, KarenSAU, Savanna-UCA,
Michael-Seminarian

Erin-UCA, HunterHendrix, Nate-UA,
Sister Mary ClaireDOLR, Anne-UCA

Zach-UA, CodySeminarian, BrittenyUCA, Juliane-UA

I am sure if you ask any of the participants about their time with Jerusalem Farm they will have even more to say. Experiences
like these stay with us, not because we completed a task or met a need of someone else, but because we embraced strangers as
family letting go of personal agendas or schedules and just being fully present without distractions. The people are what stay with
us. We allowed ourselves the time to truly see and be seen by people we may have otherwise walked past or never allowed our
paths to cross. Instead, our lives are so much more because we were a part of that community and we are so grateful for everyone
who bought raffle tickets, donated to CCM Conway, prayed for us, or just gave us an encouraging smile or word all of which
helped us to have the opportunity to visit the Farm. We hope you take a second to chat with us about our trip and about Jerusalem
Farm so that you can be a part of that experience as well. And who knows, these students may just inspire you to spend a weekend yourself at the Farm.
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BEREAVED PARENTS
The “Club” Nobody Wants to Join
By Kathy Kordsmeier
Recently, I was invited to attend a meeting of a group of parents, all members of our parish, who have lost a child. The get-together
was part of an informal support group for bereaved moms started by Terri Seiter after her daughter, Amy, died on August 27, 2016 at
age 36 due to breast cancer. Today’s gathering was graciously hosted by Helena Reynaud in her home. Not being a member of this
“club”, I explained the reason for my attendance was to prepare an article for the July edition of the Catholic Cabin, July being the
month designated to raise awareness about the specific challenges of “Bereaved Parents”. For the next hour I would be honored to
hear the stories of these women and their precious children. Each in turn introduced her child and spoke whatever was on her heart
about the loss and grief of the unthinkable, the death of a child.
There is no more devastating loss than the death of a child, regardless of the age or circumstances. No one can truly understand the
heartbreak unless they are a member of the “club”. The death of a child defies natural law. Children are not supposed to die before
their parents. It means the loss of the future, of hopes and dreams. Despite this grim reality, these group members agree that being
together on this path and sharing their stories can make life a little less lonely and desolate along the way.
Helena and Denny Reynaud lost their 11 year old daughter, Shannon Marie, on June 5, 1983 to a brain tumor. They caution couples
that the death of a child puts a tremendous strain on a marriage. Statistics confirm that the divorce rate among bereaved couples is
significantly higher than the overall divorce rate. The Reynauds learned of several factors contributing to this reality when they read
The Death of a Child, The Grief of the Parents: A Lifetime Journey (3rd ed.) by JM Anastasi, Ed. 2011, (available online). It is a
fact that men and women grieve differently. Societal norms seem to exert more pressure on the father than the mother to be strong, to
be the “rock” in the family after the death of a child. These unrealistic expectations put an undue burden on men. They are deprived
of their right and urgent need to grieve which may lead to the unhealthy suppression of intense feelings or numbing the pain with
alcohol or drugs. More than anything else, men need to be given permission to express their emotions, including tears, in a healthy
way.
Anastasi says that another stressor on a marriage after a child’s death is the inability of the husband and wife to comfort each other
because they often feel alone, disconnected, and estranged. Asking the other how he/she is doing and then listening will help bridge
this divide. Setting aside time daily to talk, be close to each other, and share needs and feelings is crucial, especially when the parents
return to work because “grief work” is also real work.
Celeste and Ray Bailey experienced the death of their 19 year old son, Joseph, in a car accident on October 18, 2014. They offer this
article to help other parents and those who care about them in the aftermath of a child’s death. What I Wish More People Understood About Losing a Child, Paula Stephens, March 23, 2015, can be found online. The author offers five tips for those who want
“to give support to grieving parents on a sacred journey they never wanted to take” 1) It’s important for the world to remember our
child, no matter their age. Speak their name often and don’t be afraid to ask us to tell you about him or her. 2) Understand that you
can’t fix us. Our lives will never be the same. Please be patient with us and don’t tell us it’s time to move on. 3) No matter how many
years it’s been, we still need to celebrate their birthday and the anniversary of their death. Please support us on the days leading up to
and on the day of these important dates. 4) Realize that it is a balancing act to hold our grief and pain in one hand and the desire for a
happy life after loss in the other hand. If you are with us at a wedding, graduation, or other milestone event, do not walk away, but be
a witness to how we process our conflicting emotions. 5) Accept that our loss might make you uncomfortable, but it is important that
you do not avoid us. Just be with us even if you don’t know what to say or do.

According to Grieving with Great Hope: Prayerful, Practical and Personal Grief Support (2015-10th Edition), John and Sandy
O’Shaughnessy, Good Mourning Ministry, Inc., 2012, explain that there are some specific circumstances known as disenfranchised
grief which may further complicate the parents’ bereavement. Disenfranchised grief refers to those situations in which the bereaved’s social network of family and friends does not accept, recognize, validate, or approve of their grief. Unfortunately, this is
particularly true in the case of suicide, drug overdose, and perinatal death. Several members of this group have been directly affected
by disenfranchised grief.
Joan and Kerry Molder experienced this first hand in the loss of their 37 year old son, Jacob, who died by suicide as a result of depression on December 26, 2014. The Molders want to offer a message of hope to other parents who are survivors of suicide which
they found in The Lie of Suicide and the Abundant Love of God, Rhonda Mawhood Lee, National Catholic Register, June 14, 2018.
Lee, a survivor of suicide, suggests that “in part, people considering suicide can’t believe they’re valued because depression (the
disease closely linked to self-inflicted death) tells them they’re worthless, a burden to everyone around them.” But the good news is
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that the church has a more persuasive narrative to offer. Each of us is made in the image and likeness of God, loved beyond all measure, and in the end death cannot triumph over life. Believing that their child’s death was caused by depression and knowing that
God loved them beyond all measure can help parents who often struggle with intense guilt and self-blame.
Kimberly Ashley-Pauley also suffered a form of disenfranchised grief when her 20 year old son, Joshua, died by a prescription drug
overdose on May 12, 2014. The O’Shaughnessys state that a strong social stigma attached to these tragic deaths often leads to the
suppression of the parent’s public mourning which further alienates them from receiving the support they desperately need. Professional counseling and/or participation in a support group designated for survivors of suicide or drug-related deaths are often recommended. Some parents will find solace in working towards prevention as the Ashley-Pauleys did when they were able to sponsor a
bill which became the “Joshua Ashley-Pauley Act” giving immunity to people seeking medical assistance for themselves or others
during a drug overdose.
Another more common type of death which is often disenfranchised is perinatal loss due to a miscarriage or stillbirth. Referred to as
the “loneliest grief of all”, these deaths may remain hidden and are not in plain sight for all to see because there may not be a body or
a burial. Erin Henderson shared the story of her newborn baby, Matthew, who died on March 26, 2013 of unknown cause. Many
hospitals now have specific programs to directly address these special circumstances. The services may include rituals in the hospital
for family, a memory book, and burial when appropriate. They also offer follow-up, support groups, and annual memorial services.
Christine and Silas Valdez are the bereaved parents of their 45 year old son, Ephrain S., who died of liver failure on January 15,
2015. For every child’s death, it is important that each family’s unique needs, beliefs, and preferences be respected and honored by
all those who are surrounding them on this journey.

For additional resources on Parental Bereavement, see the following:
Informal Support Group for Bereaved Moms, call Celeste Bailey at 501-336-4566 or email cbailey@sjparish.org
 Beacon of Hope Ministry, St. Joseph Church, call Kathy Kordsmeier at 501-269-1998, like us on facebook, or email kkordsmeier@outlook.com




Bereaved Parents of the USA, North of the Arkansas River Chapter, Baptist Health Hospital, 333
Springhill Rd. NLR, call Becky Russell at 501-831-5200, or go to www.bereavedparentsusa.org



While We’re Waiting, call Jill Sullivan at 501-881-8851, email jill@whilewerewaiting.org, or go to
www.whilewerewaiting.org



Perinatal Bereavement Program, Conway Regional Health System, call 501-513-5228 or go to
www.conwayregional.org



American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, www.afsp.org



Central Arkansas Survivors of Suicide, Parkhill B Christian Church, 4400 JFK Blvd, North Little
Rock Ar, email sherryferguson@sbcglobal.net



A Grief Unveiled: Fifteen Years Later, Gregory Floyd, November 1, 2012



A Grace Disguised: How the Soul Grows Through Loss, Jerry Sittser, May 18, 2009



Heartache and Hope: Life after Losing a Child (Blog), like on facebook
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Introducing Deacon David (Dave) French
By Anna Walthall

“We must not only evangelize but must be evangelized; the two are concurrent (happening at the same
time), not consecutive (happening one after another).”
-Father Lou Cameli
Born in Detroit, Michigan, into a Presbyterian family with four older siblings, it would be a
journey spanning more than two decades before David French’s path led him to explore Catholicism.
In his childhood, he had learned misconceptions about what people had to do if they were Catholic,
such as the role of the Pope in their lives, and how devotion to Mary represented a form of idolworship. Although he played with Catholic children living in his neighborhood, at that time he didn’t
know enough to ask any of them what they really believed. At the age of 14, David dropped out of the
Presbyterian Church altogether because he didn’t see how it was relevant to his life anymore.
After finishing high school, he enrolled in and completed four years of college at Michigan State University, graduating in
1982 with a Bachelor of Science in Geography. Upon deciding that his degree was not marketable when he was unable to find a job, he
tuned in to our then President Ronald Regan’s call to help rebuild the military, and enlisted in the Air Force. Tapping into his
knowledge of geography, he attained exceptionally high scores on the pilot and navigator portions of the aptitude test; however, David
was assigned the role of navigator because his vision was not sharp enough for him to become a pilot.
First, he was sent to Officer Training School (OTS) in San Antonio, Texas, and then completed navigator training in Sacramento, (which David told me, is the capitol of California, in true navigator style). He began his active duty in 1983, and early in 1984,
was assigned to the Little Rock Air Force Base in Jacksonville, Arkansas, where he served until his honorable discharge in 1988.
Although he was fortunate to have had the opportunity to serve our country during a time of peace, being in the military
caused David to consider his own mortality. In his mid twenties, while living in North Little Rock, he felt as though he was maturing;
moreover, he felt a calling to get back in touch with God. So, one evening he picked up a dusty old bible off of a shelf in his home and
began reading through the gospels.
Soon after, he attended a service at a Presbyterian church in town, but once again, it did not meet his needs. He felt himself
being drawn to the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, which was located nearby where he lived at the time, but remembering
his childhood beliefs, did not go there on his own.
He met Karen Pace on a blind date, in which he was an unknowing participant, and upon realizing, said to his buddy, “This is
a set up, isn’t it?”
They started dating though, and eventually when the topic of religion came up, Karen told David, “I’m Catholic,” and although her hometown parish was in Lake Village, (which David added, is located in the southeast corner of Arkansas), she resided in
North Little Rock at the time, and invited him to go with her to the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church where she regularly attended.
“She evangelized me without consciously meaning to,” is how David described his spiritual experience when he attended his
first Catholic mass with Karen.
Watching as people walked quietly into church and prepared for mass, he felt impressed with the whole congregation, how
everyone genuflected, knelt and prayed even before the mass began. He listened as Jesus was mentioned often throughout the mass
with sincere reverence, and he told himself, I need to look into this, which he did by enrolling in the next RCIA class that was offered
in North Little Rock. David and Karen married 30 years ago, in February of 1989, and he entered the church during the Easter Vigil
two months later.
With Karen already working as a registered nurse (RN), David made use of his veteran’s benefits; he enrolled in the pharmacy program at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS). Their son, Andrew, was born during his senior year, and in
1994 David completed all requirements and became a credentialed pharmacist. After graduation, he accepted a job in Fort Smith,
where he and Karen (and Andrew) lived and worked and in May of 1996, they welcomed their daughter Maria into the world. When it
was time for Andrew to start school in 1998, they moved back to Karen’s hometown, rejoined her parish family at Our Lady of the
Lake, and provided Andrew and Maria with a Catholic education in St. Mary’s School where their mother and generations of family
members before her had attended.
Through the years, David served his parish as a lector, but desired to do more. He quietly pondered the role of deacon in the
church, how married men with regular jobs could still serve in the capacity of clergymen. With this in the back of his mind, when he
read an announcement in a weekly bulletin, which was a call for men who would be willing to become trained deacons, once again he
answered the call to serve others by enrolling in the classes that began in August 2008. Four years later, in November of 2012, at Christ
the King Catholic Church in Little Rock, David became an ordained deacon. He and Tim Sampolesi were the first deacons to serve the
Our Lady of the Lake parish.
It wasn’t until their daughter, Maria, enrolled in classes at the University of Central Arkansas in 2015 that Deacon Dave and
his wife began visiting her in Conway. They liked it here. Their son, Andrew, who is a trained Emergency Medical Technician (EMT),
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also moved here in 2017.
When Deacon Dave attended our Conway St. Joseph (SJ) Catholic Church for the first time, he was amazed at the size of the
congregation. When imagining himself as a deacon here, he thought he might feel a bit overwhelmed upon counting six chalices on the
altar. His was one of approximately 200 families who were registered members of Our Lady of the Lake parish, whereas, we have
closer to 2,000 families at SJ.
Then, when the Fred’s Pharmacy, where Deacon Dave was employed, announced that they were going out of business, he
knew he would soon be without a job. With both of their children living in Conway and prospects of better career opportunities in their
professional fields of both pharmacy and nursing, Deacon Dave and his wife decided to relocate to Conway as well. Karen was hired
as a RN in the surgery department of the Conway Regional Medical System and moved here in July of 2018; Deacon Dave followed a
few months later once he helped close the pharmacy where he had been employed. Although he had hoped to find work closer to his
new home, he currently commutes daily to a pharmacy in Clarksville, but he is thankful to have work, to be near his children and to be
able to serve the Lord through our parish family.
In the final moments of our conversation, Deacon Dave confided, “In such a large congregation with so many people, it could
feel cold, distant, but it doesn’t, it’s not. Everyone has been very welcoming. Also, when I went to confession, I was impressed that
there was a line, which to me meant that people were following the teachings. SJ has impressed me as a vibrant faith community. Karen and I are happy to be here, and I look forward to serving the people of this community in whatever way the Lord asks me to.”
Time after time, Deacon Dave has demonstrated his ability to map out and then attain goals in his life, but spiritually, when
the Lord visited him, our newest deacon demonstrated the wisdom to let God be his navigator and guide him on a path that was right
for Him. For our benefit, it was a path that led him to us.

Toxic Shame and Toxic Blame
By Anna Walthall
Choose your words wisely, they help heal or kill.

Toxic shame, toxic blame,
Flush them both down the drain!
Goodbye sorrow! Adios pain!
From childhood baggage, I’ll refrain!
Look past senses. Tune out peers.
I AM beautiful – NO MORE TEARS!
We all present with varied hues.
That’s no reason to sing the blues.
I’ll paint me yellow like the light
And with perfect timing, I’ll take flight.
Living my dreams first here then there,
I’ll create my life as big as I dare!
The words of others, both false and true
Only serve to expose their inner goo!
Speaking from spirit, from our hearts
Unites the masses, rather than parts!
To love ourselves and take control,
Two essential things must GO:
Toxic shame and toxic blame,
Flush them both down the drain!
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