ST.
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Living the Gospel
with love and courage.
715.849.3930 | stanneswausau.org
700 W. Bridge St., Wausau WI 54401
Office Hours: 7:30AM-4:30PM Mon-Fri
Fr. Tom Lindner, Pastor
frtom@stanneswausau.org | Ext. 309
Deacon Erv Burkhardt
ervb@stanneswausau.org | Ext. 303
Kristine Lato, Liturgy Coordinator
& Administrative Assistant
kristinek@stanneswausau.org |Ext. 307
John Schmitt, Faith Formation Director
johns@stanneswausau.org | Ext. 306
Bobbi Gadke, Finance Director
& Office Manager
bobbig@stanneswausau.org | Ext. 310
Newman Catholic Schools
www.NewmanCatholicSchools.com
715.845.5735
Michael Martin, president
mmartin@newmancatholicschools.com
Joining Our Parish: Fr. Tom would be
glad to talk with you about parish
membership. Send him an email at
frtom@stanneswausau.org or call
849.3930.
Celebrating Baptism: Baptism is
celebrated at Lord’s Day Mass
throughout much of the liturgical year.
If you want to raise your child in the
Catholic faith and celebrate your child’s
baptism, please call the parish office,
849.3930, for more information.
Parents celebrating the baptism of their
first child are asked to complete a
baptism orientation seminar.
Caring for the Sick: If you or a loved one
are seriously ill, homebound or
anticipating surgery, please call or email
Fr. Tom to schedule a visit and/or the
sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
We eagerly
Celebrating Marriage:
welcome couples seeking to celebrate
the Sacrament of Marriage. Contact Fr.
Tom to talk about scheduling your
wedding and to learn about marriage
preparation.
Becoming Catholic: If you are baptized
in another Christian tradition and seek
to become Catholic, or are interested in
becoming a Christian through baptism,
contact Deacon Erv at ervb@stanneswausau.org.
Facebook: Like us at St. Anne
Parish and find photos and
news of the parish.

Fragile

IT’S A VALUABLE PACKAGE GOD ALLOWS US TO CARRY

Y

ou could hear him coming from
behind — it’s a sound we’ve come
to recognize, the precise click-click
of a skateboard’s wheels knocking
over the cracks in a sidewalk. There
were several people walking in both directions and yet he
seemed to be approaching rather quickly.
It was just a few days
before Christmas, but
you wouldn’t have
known by the landscape
of dismal green grass and
foggy skies. It was one
of those warm Decembers when half the population on this college
campus wore shorts and T-shirts, because it was that warm, and the other
half wore winter coats and gloves, because the calendar told us to. It was one
of those Decembers when children, and
some adults, feared the worst — there
would be nothing white about this
Christmas.
Because of the unseasonal temps
and clear sidewalks, an approaching
skateboarder wasn’t unexpected, which
is not to say his cavalier approach was
appreciated as he hastily wove his way
through the smattering of pedestrians. A
few people, apparently unsure of his
skateboarding skills, chose to step off the
sidewalk and walk on the grass.
As he raced along, dodging people
coming and going, he carried a box, a
rather large box that filled his arms; he
had to look around the side of the box
to see where he was going. I stopped as
he got closer to get out of his way and to
marvel at his skill, as annoying and dangerous as it might have been.
Passing me I almost laughed out
loud as I read the warning on the two
sides of the box that were visible to me.
“FRAGILE!” was written in bold, red letters.
Soon he was well beyond me, the
skateboard’s clatter no longer audible.
He approached a rather busy intersection, one at which few cars ever stop for

pedestrians; he didn’t stop either, racing
right through with his fragile package.
Those of us who were walking, annoyed
or startled for maybe a moment, continued on our way.
There’s something of that skate-

ARE WE THERE YET?
- Fr. Tom Lindner

boarding package carrier in each of us as
we celebrate the wonder of this time,
and really most of our time. We race
along from moment to moment and day
to day and year to year. When Christmastime comes, we, similarly, do the
things that we’re supposed to do. We
weave among the obligations, challenges
and opportunities.
But it’s a rather fragile proposition,
this idea of God becoming so humble so
as to be like us. It’s a rather fragile proposition, this idea of God somehow depending upon us to be contemporary
messengers of the news first attributed
to angels speaking to some rather disreputable shepherds. It’s a rather fragile
proposition, this idea of heaven touching
earth, consecrating creation, exposing
the holiness of humanity.
We know how fragile the package
can be; we realize the fragility in deception, arrogance, violence, abuse, neglect;
we see the painful reality of fragility even
in places and institutions that we once
believed to be sturdy and beyond reproach.
We know how fragile the package is,
and yet that is the package we carry in
these days when we tell stories and sing
songs that seem almost too good to be
true. The package is fragile and yet
somehow God trusted us to carry it. TL

ON THE COVER: Jesus in the Manger by Anna Boesel, a St. Anne parishioner and third
grader at Newman-St. Anne Elementary School.

Sacraments

Joy and

GROWING AS CHURCH; UNITED IN CHRIST

A

s we celebrate the great feast of Christmas, we reflect on Jesus
among us. What better way to experience Christ among us than
through each other as a parish community of St. Anne Parish?
It is always a joy for me to see not only how individuals are transformed as they come for the Sacraments of Initiation, but also
through the many ways that the
parish as a whole is transformed
as well. This certainly points to
how when a parish is rooted in
Christ as our light and guide, we
mutually challenge each other as
a community of faith.
This year, combined among
all of our youth preparing for
First Communion and Confirmation we will be celebrating
these sacraments with more than
60 youth. In addition to them,
we will celebrate the full initiation to the Catholic Church with
six other men and women at the
Easter Vigil. We will welcome
and accept those candidates for
initiation at rites during Mass early in the new year.
God is truly present in each and every one of these enthusiastic
fellow disciples! Please pray for them, seek them out as a parish community, and encourage them however you can. It is one thing to celebrate the sacraments on the “big day;” however it is a community that
helps sustain a true sacramental — Christ-centered — life!
In November, we hosted a “buddy day” for First Communion
and Confirmation candidates. A great time was had by all at this annual tradition. As a way for you to seek out and support these children and youth, we will be featuring their pictures in the bulletin so
you can pray for and support them as a parish community. So, first
up: please pray for Emma Weis and Jack Mergen, who are pictured
above.
The old adage goes: “it takes a village to raise a child,” but in the
case of St. Anne Parish it takes a community to build up and empower disciples to live out our faith every day. As we celebrate Jesus incarnate at Christmas, let us continue to celebrate Jesus among each of
us!
— John Schmitt, Faith Formation and Youth Ministry Director

A New Year’s
Resolution:
Getting Our
Membership
Roster Updated

It’s been a long time since the
membership records of our parish have been updated. Our suspicion is that the roster includes
several people who have moved
away or no longer consider themselves members.
In January, the parish Stewardship Committee will be sending letters to all parishioners

B

Gratitude

lessed John Henry Newman, the patron of our
Catholic school system,
once summed up this great feast of
the Incarnation with a simple proclamation: “It is a day of joy: it is
good to be joyful—it is wrong to be
otherwise.” That joy, fundamentally, is at the heart of Newman Catholic Schools: the joy of learning; of
deepening, celebrating and living faith; of growing into the people God
intends for all of us to be.
These are also good days in which to be grateful. St. Anne’s parishioners, from the bottom of our hearts, we at Newman Catholic Schools
(NCS) would like to say Thank You for your continued support and belief
in the power of Catholic education. Our school system is extremely blessed
to have your unwavering support and investment in our schools, students,
families, faculty and staff.
Recent contributions made to the St. Anne Parish capital campaign
have led to significant improvements to the school building, including the
replacement of windows and the installation of a new roof. Additionally,
carpet in classrooms was replaced through a partnership between the
parish and the Home and School parent group. Parishioner support lends
to the system’s goal of building a stronger program in which children can
grow in their faith and achieve academic success.
NCS is near completion of developing a strategic plan. Those members that were “called and chosen” (Mt 22:14) for this endeavor, including representatives of St. Anne Parish, have been inspired by the work of
our patron, Blessed John Henry Newman, who realized that a genuine
commitment to truth, including the truth that is revealed by God, requires
a strong Catholic foundation and adherence to the teachings of the
Church. This strategic plan will provide a clear road map by which the
administration, faculty, and staff are able to navigate the next five years
on our way to establishing a more vibrant Catholic school system to serve
God and his children here in the greater Wausau area.
If you are a parent interested in learning more about what we offer
at Newman Catholic Schools from infancy through high school, or a parishioner who has questions, please contact me at mmartin@newmancatholicschools.com, or (715) 845-5735.
A few concluding words from Blessed John Henry Newman as we
continue through these days of Christmas and into a new year: “Let us
seek the grace of a cheerful heart, an even temper, sweetness, gentleness,
and brightness of mind, as walking in His light, and by His grace. Let us
pray Him to give us the spirit of ever-abundant, ever-springing love,
which overpowers and sweeps away the vexations of life by its own richness and strength, and which above all things unites us to Him who is the
fountain and the center of all mercy, loving kindness, and joy.”

— Michael Martin, Newman Catholic Schools President

seeking to clarify membership
status and offer an opportunity to
update information for our records. All information will be kept
confidential.
Our goal is not to discourage
anyone, but to make sure our
roster is accurate.
Some of the things we’ll be
requesting will be updated

names, addresses, phone numbers, minor children’s names.
We’ll also clarify the status of
adult children who might pursue
their own status as a parish member.
Your prompt response will
save volunteer hours and additional mailing costs. Thanks, in
advance, for your cooperation.

Epiphany

FINAL GIVING OF 2018: Any contributions intended to be included in 2018
for tax purposes must be received at the parish office by noon on Dec. 31.
This would include general parish contributions, as well as contributions to
the Building Our Future Capital Campaign and Diocesan Annual Appeal. Such contributions can be put in the collection basket on Sunday or be
mailed or brought to the office. Contributions to the Diocesan Annual Appeal also can be made on line. Click on the Appeal banner at
www.stanneswausau.org.

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, January 5th, 2019
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
The Parish Rectory (Pastor’s House)
!
Fr. Tom and the parish staff invite
parishioners to gather as we continue
our celebration of Christmas.

Stephen

REVERSE GIVING: Items being collected for the Advent/Christmas Reverse
Giving project will be collected at all Masses as we celebrate the Solemnity of
the Epiphany on Jan. 5/6. You can find more information in the preAdvent newsletter or any Advent bulletins.
CONTINUING TO PRAY: The Little Blue Books continue to guide our prayer
with daily reflections from the Infancy Narrative of Luke’s gospel throughout the Christmas season, which ends Jan. 13.
ART FROM BETHLEHEM: Nativity sets, statues, crosses, rosaries and other
items hand-carved in olive wood from the region around Bethlehem will be
on sale after all Masses on Jan. 5/6. Blest Art operates on behalf of Christian
families in the Holy Land. Cash, checks and credit cards will be accepted.
2019 CALENDARS: Thanks to Peterson/Kraemer Funeral Home for providing the calendars available at church entrances.

IN THE MIDST OF CHRISTMAS, THE CHURCH CELEBRATES THE FEAST OF OUR FIRST MARTYR

T

he day after Christmas,
with some of us still
stuffed from holiday
feasting and wrapping paper
still strewn about, may seem

an odd time to celebrate the
feast of a martyr. Or it might
be the perfect time to recognize what can be demanded,
ultimately, from following the
one whose birth we celebrate.
Dec. 26, the Feast of St.
Stephen, commemorates the
first Christian martyr. It’s this
“Feast of Stephen” that is
mentioned in the carol,

that had its own synagogues
where the scriptures were read
in Greek. The Hellenist Christians maintained that the new
Christian faith could not grow
unless it separated itself from
Judaism and specifically the
Temple and the Mosaic law.
The Hellenists also urged the
expansion of the Church’s
mission to the Gentiles.
The elders in a number of
neighboring synagogues opposed Stephen and the Hellenists and charged him with
blasphemy for saying that the
Temple would be destroyed
and that Jesus had set aside
the Mosaic law even though
Stephen maintained that Jesus
came to fulfill the law, not set
it aside.
Jesus, Stephen did know the
When dragged before the
apostles and was one of seven
individuals chosen by them to Sanhedrin, the supreme legal
serve at table; to look after the court of Jewish elders, Stedistribution of the community phen made an eloquent defunds (alms), especially to wid- fense of the Hellenist Chrisows; and to assist in the minis- tian teaching. He charged his
accusers of trying to stifle the
try of preaching.
movement of the Holy Spirit,
Stephen was a leader in
the Christian group known as of persecuting those who
the “Hellenists,” a community spoke prophetically and of
“Good King Wenceslas.”
Stephen was a Greekspeaking Jew living in Jerusalem in the first century. While
there’s no indication he knew

betraying and murdering Jesus.
Then he looked up to heaven
and began to describe a vision
he was having of the recently
executed Jesus standing on the
right side of God.
The council erupted into a
furor and its members began
shouting, covered their ears
and ordered Stephen to be
dragged outside the city and
executed. As he was being
stoned to death, Stephen
asked God to forgive his attackers, much as Jesus had
done, while the witnesses to
his martyrdom placed their
cloaks at the feet of a man
cheering on the blood-thirsty
mob. That man was Saul of
Tarsus, a notorious persecutor
of Christians, who would
eventually experience a conversion and become St. Paul.
St. Stephen was one of the
most popular saints in the
Middle Ages and in many
countries his feast day is still a
public holiday. He is the patron saint of deacons.
— International Catholic
Stewardship Council

This Week (& Next)
WEDNESDAY 26 DEC /Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/
Ps 31/Mt 10:17-22

! 7 AM - Communion Service
THURSDAY 27 DEC /Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97/Jn 20:1-8
! 7 AM - Mass - +Patricia Dahm
! 6:30 PM - 10:30 Choir Practice, Church
FRIDAY 28 DEC /Jn 1:5-2:2/ Ps 124/Mt 2:13-18

! 7 AM - Mass - +Anna Ellenbecker

MONDAY 31 DEC /Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96/Jn 1:1-18
! 7 AM - Communion Service

Mary, Mother of God

| 31 DEC/1 JAN
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Solemnity of

! 4 PM 31 DEC - +Margaret & Raymond
Senoracki
! 9:30 AM 1 JAN - +Otto Kreill
WEDNESDAY 2 JAN /Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28
! 7 AM - Mass - +Regina Stoltman
THURSDAY 3 JAN /Jn 2:29-3:6/Jn 1:29-34
! 7:00 AM - Mass - +Angie Hameister
! 6:30 PM - 10:30 Choir Practice, Church

SATURDAY 29 DEC/Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96/Lk 2:22-35
! No Reconciliation
FRIDAY 4 JAN /Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98/Jn 1:35-42
! 7 AM - Mass - +Regina Stoltman

Feast of the Holy Family | 29/30 DEC
1 Sm 1.20-28; Ps 84; 1 Jn 3.1-2,21-24;
Lk 2.41-52

! 4 PM Saturday - +Lillian Gauger
! 8:30 AM Sunday - +Dale Cleveland
! 10:30 AM Sunday - +Michael Bandock
! 6 PM Sunday - People of St. Anne Parish
SUNDAY 30 DEC 7:15 PM - Young-Adult
Bible Study, Biggby Coffee, 320 E.
Bridge St.

SATURDAY 5 JAN /Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51

! 9 AM - Reconciliation
! 5-7 PM - Epiphany Open House, Rectory

Solemnity of the Epiphany | 5/6 JAN
Is 60.1-6;Ps 72/Eph 3.2-6/Mt 2.1-12

!" 4 PM Saturday - +Patricia Dahm
!" 8:30 AM Sunday - +Bea Radenz
!" 10:30 AM Sunday - +Bernice Kozlowski
!" 6 PM Sunday - People of St. Anne Parish

HELP WANTED!

Transition in Catechists
As we continue our Faith Formation
year, we will be losing one of our
catechists after Christmas. In turn,
we will have a catechist vacancy in
First Grade. If you or anyone you
know would be a great asset to our
catechist team, PLEASE contact
John in the Parish office at x306 any
time before Jan 16,our first class
after Christmas, to make the necessary arrangements. Please pray for
the right person to step forward in
this very important ministry.

Sharing Parish News
Here’s an opportunity to keep members of our parish informed, while
working according to your schedule
at home. We are seeking a parishioner to prepare our weekly bulletin for
publication. This takes about two
hours a week. Familiarity with Publisher and internet access are necessary. To learn more, contact Fr.

SEND BULLETIN INFORMATION TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION TO BULLETIN@STANNESWAUSAU.ORG

Call Your Culligan Man Today!

WAUSAU
219 Central Bridge St. • 845-6994
CEDAR CREEK
10202 Park Plaza • 355-0909

www.culvers.com

MODERN BUILDERS
& SUPPLIERS, INC.
Designers & Suppliers
of Fine Homes
Bus. Phones:
848-3263 or 845-4258
Fax 842-3623
3704 W. Stewart Ave.,
Wausau, WI 54401-3997

(715) 842-3545

(715) 845-5525
Wausau East • Weston
brainardfuneral.com

355-7060
1-800-388-7288
www.culliganh2o.com

IMAGE MAKERS
See us for fractures, sport injuries,
joint replacements and
all other orthopaedic needs.

www.oaw-ortho.com
715-847-2382

Professional Styling
For Entire Family

Wausau, WI

SHARON OSTROWSKI

Complete overhead door and door
opener sales, service & Installation

Owner

MENTION THIS AD

842-3915

and Receive 10% Off

601 S. 3rd, Wausau, WI 54401

715-581-6358 or 715-551-2673

!"#$%&'&())&

Kemp

*+,-!.*/PARISH MEMBER

Service Center

01234$51675166

Auto Repair & Family
Owned Since 1951

THINKING OF SELLING OR BUYING
CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME ANALYSIS
YSIS

715-842-2129
2202 6th St., Wausau

+89+-

Malbrit

1050 Grand Ave
!"#$%&'()*+,*-../0

We’re in your neighborhood

Mechanical, Inc.

715-845-4848
Heating & Air Conditioning
Installation • Service • Repair

715-848-9865 tel
715-848-0796 fax

www.malbrit.com Since 1946

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

St. Anne, Wausau, WI

Rib Mountain • Wausau

B 4C 01-0944

Your Trusted IT Partner Since 2004

715.302.0152 | pcportal.us

Menzner
Lumber & Supply

Cloverbelt
Credit Union

Accepting Employment Applications!

Great Rates You Can Bank On

Please apply at

Wausau & Weston

105 Main St., Marathon, WI

715-443-2354

Dean Welker, Parish Member

Wausau East/Wausau West
(715) 845-6900

842-3993 • helke.com
320 Spruce St., Wausau

715-693-3777 • Fax 915-693-3771
Surrounding Areas: 877-955-8777
lschremp@visitingangels.com

OLSON CARPET ONE
FLOOR & HOME
*CARPET
*HARDWOOD*TILE
*LAMINATE*VINYL

®

715-842-5693

Lexie Schremp • 425 Orbiting Dr. Ste. A Mosinee

Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today!
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

715-359-9221
4711 Rib Mountain Dr., Wausau
www.olsoncarpetonewausau.com

Wisconsin
Call today for your New Smile • 715-842-5459

CatholicMatch.com/WI

SHORT-TERM REHAB
AND LONG-TERM CARE
Non-Profit & Faith Based

We fix smart phones & tablets
Ryan Kaiser, Parish Member

1821 N. Fourth Avenue Wausau, WI

1740 Business 51N • Wausau, WI 54401

715-675-9451

Phone: 715-675-2379
www.nigbursfinefurniture.com

www.blcwausau.org

715-843-4449
4403 Stewart Ave.
Wausau, WI 54401

Choice Property
Services

Jamie Schlei, Agent
2013 Schofield Avenue
Schofield, WI 54476

Marc Babel
SERVING DAILY
STARTING AT 5PM

(715) 359-2400
jschlei@amfam.com

On Hwy. “NN” North Mountain Rd.

845-5570

Our caregivers - direct support professionals have a truly rewarding
!"#$%%$&!'(%)!*+,-.!/%#0,012+-!$%-#3405(,65!7,'(!"-,%0'5!#0.!14!
(4/%!%8%$)!.#)!9047,01!'(%)!(#8%!/#.%!#!.,:%$%0"%!,0!'(%!
quality of life of another person.

OWNER / PARISH MEMBER

Fertilization & Weed Control
Lawn Care

715-571-8730

FAMILY DENTAL

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

The Brill Families

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
NUTRITIONAL COUNSELING
EXERCISE & REHABILITATION
ORTHOTICS • MASSAGE THERAPY

Our employee-owners!#$%!#-54!$%7#$.%.!;0#0",#--)&!)4+!7,--!
$%"%,8%!"4/6#0)!5'4"9!40!'46!42!"4/6%338%!*%0%;'5<!6#,.!'$#,0,01<!
(4+$5!'4!;'!)4+$!5"(%.+-%<!$%2%$$#-!*40+5%5<!=>?!#0.!74$9!,0!#!
"#5+#-!.$%55!%08,$40/%0'<!/#9,01!#!.,:%$%0"%!%8%$)!.#)@

2200 N. Fourth Avenue
(715) 675-7424
FAX (715) 675-6747
www.northwesttool.com

!"#$%&'()*&+,#'-*#%(.'/012334/052336$&'7'8*99:';<13='5<540<1>

Precision Machining.Gauges.Dies.Wire E.D.M.

4007 Central Drive
Wausau, WI 54401
715-845-5111
!"#$$#%&'()*+',#(/.0(--+'#1!$.2340
/.2340.5!#1$1*+6.7!1)8+)!)#+
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Dr. Gregory Leischer
Owner /Parish Member

Dr. Kelsey Koerner
(715) 848-2020

205 W. Bridge St., Wausau

715-301-1123
605 S. 24th Ave., Suite 46, Wausau

CENTRAL CONCRETE CUTTING INC.

Asset Protection
Trusts • Wills • Probate
Nursing Home/Medicaid

(715) 352-2552
W719 Leroy Street
Edgar, WI 54426
Jack Sondergard, Owner

305 S. 18th Avenue
Ste. 200
Wausau, WI 54401

715.843.5001
hougumlaw.com
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

715-845-3171
3650 Stewart Ave.
Wausau, WI 54401

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
Steven B. DeMille, D.D.S.
Denise L. Long, D.M.D.
Adam Manteuffel, D.D.S.
www.wausaufamilydental.com

The Dentists at
Corporate Cove
Dr. Julie A. Fox • 849-2369
Dr. Gary Kohl • 845-9297
Dr. Jay Peerenboom • 842-9968

Guy Frostman
Sherry Frostman
Owners

Frostman Fish Market
Wholesale • Retail
Frozen Food/Seafood Dist.

Since 1947
Telephone/Fax
(715) 842-1111

108 S. 2nd Ave
Wausau, WI 54401

St. Anne, Wausau, WI

888-385-6772
Offices in:
Dorchester, Edgar,
Mosinee & Wausau

A 4C 01-0944

