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This Week
SUNDAY 17 FEB
• 7:15 PM - Young-Adult Bible Study, Biggby Coffee, 320
E. Bridge St.
MONDAY 18 FEB / Gn 4:1-15,25/Ps 50/Mk 8:11-13
• 7 AM - Communion Service
• 6:30 PM - Men’s Faith Group, Library
TUESDAY 19 FEB / Gn 6:5-8,7:1-5,10/Ps 29/Mk 8:14-21
• 7 AM - Mass - +Jenny Tonelli
•10 AM - Mass Benedictine Center - +Dolores Steckbauer
• 5 PM - Handbell Choir, Church
• 6:30 PM - Christian Initiation for Adults
• 6:30 PM - Sunday 8:30 Choir, Church
WEDNESDAY 20 FEB / Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Ps116/Mk 8:22-26
•7 AM - Mass - Special intention
• 8:15 AM - Mass - +Katie Majeske
• 1 PM - GriefShare Group, Library
• 6:15 PM - Faith Formation
THURSDAY 21 FEB / Gn 9:1-13/Ps 102/Mk 8:27-33
• 7 AM - Mass - +Mary & John Spara Olson
• 6:30 PM - Sunday 10:30 Choir, Church
FRIDAY 22 FEB / 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps23/Mt 16:13-19
• 7 AM - Mass - Special intention
SATURDAY 23 FEB / Heb 11:1-7/Ps 145/Mk 9:2-13

• 9 AM - Reconciliation

Lord’s Day Worship
•
•
•
•

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – 23/24FEB
1Sm 26:2,7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103/Lk 6:27-38
4 PM Saturday - +Warren Tessmer
8:30 AM Sunday - +Jeanette Stenzel
10:30 AM Sunday - +Jack Spencer
6 PM Sunday - People of St. Anne Parish

>> This weekend we welcome student ambassadors from Global Outreach Catholic Exchange Program. To learn more, go to GlobalOutreachProgram.com. <<

The first St. Anne’s Fish Fry
is just 20 days away Friday, March 8!
Plan now to come and celebrate our 66th year of providing amazing dinners on the Fridays of Lent, beginning
March 8 and ending April 12.
<< The Fish Fries are possible because of the generous
commitment of our parishioners. People are need
ed to wash and cut fish on Thursdays from 1-3 p.m,
and to mix coleslaw on Fridays from 1-3 p.m. This is
a great way to serve the parish and to work with and
meet other parishioners. There are sign-up sheets
in the west and south entranceways.
<< Dining Room Hours: 4 to 7 PM
<< Phone orders for pickup and delivery begin at 1 p.m.
Fridays at (715) 849-3930, Ext. 6. Phone order
pickup begins at 4 PM and deliveries from 4:30 to
6:45 PM.
<< The menu includes fried or baked fish, fried shrimp,
fish or shrimp tacos and mac’n’cheese for kids. All
dinners include a choice of potato (french fries,
homemade potato salad or baked potato), cole slaw
and rye bread.

Collecting palms to burn into ashes
The palms of Palm Sunday become the ashes of
Ash Wednesday. Bring your palms to Mass and
they’ll be collected in baskets at each entrance.
Ash Wednesday is March 6.
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Joining Our Parish: Fr. Tom would be
glad to talk with you about parish
membership. Send him an email at
frtom@stanneswausau.org or call
849.3930.
Celebrating Baptism: Baptism is
celebrated at Lord’s Day Mass
throughout much of the liturgical year.
If you want to raise your child in the
Catholic faith and celebrate your child’s
baptism, please call the parish office,
849.3930, for more information.
Parents celebrating the baptism of their
first child are asked to complete a
baptism orientation seminar.
Caring for the Sick: If you or a loved one
are seriously ill, homebound or
anticipating surgery, please call or email
Fr. Tom to schedule a visit and/or the
sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
Celebrating Marriage:
We eagerly
welcome couples seeking to celebrate
the Sacrament of Marriage. Contact Fr.
Tom to talk about scheduling your
wedding and to learn about marriage
preparation.
Becoming Catholic: If you are baptized
in another Christian tradition and seek
to become Catholic, or are interested in
becoming a Christian through baptism,
contact Deacon Erv at ervb@stanneswausau.org.
Facebook: Like us at St. Anne
Parish and find photos and
news of the parish.

Cold and flu season

M

y friend was on a ski vacation in
Colorado and he sent me a picture, not of a grand mountain
vista, but of a sign hanging over the assembly in the church where he’d gone
for Mass. “Due to the heightened flu season,” he proclaimed,
“we will discontinue the distribution of the Most Precious
Blood until further notice.”
Alas, such are the things
priests are prone to observe,
even when we’re on vacation.
I was immediately suspicious: What came first, the deci- ARE
sion to stop offering the Precious Blood at Communion, or the
“heightened flu season”? How high does
the flu season need to get to take this,
what I would term, very drastic action?
And, I might add, an unnecessary action.
The fact that the sign referred with
particular reverence to the sacramental
reality at play here — the Most Precious
Blood — speaks itself to the seriousness
of this action. The church was announcing that all but one or two people would
be denied even consideration of receiving Christ in this form. This is the
Blood of Christ being withheld!
When this happens my inclination is
to fear that there’s more at play than
medical precaution. The sign, if we insist on having such a billboard in the
church, could have reminded people
with colds to consider refraining from
receiving the Precious Blood. I’d presume that people with the flu would stay
home. Rather there’s been a decision,
possibly cavalier or possibly wellintentioned, to deny the assembly from a
fuller, rightfully worthy participation in
the Eucharist.
A few years ago word seeped
through the grapevine of a parish that
would no longer allow the people to receive the Precious Blood from the cup.
It happened during the winter and the
pastor blamed “cold and flu season” for
the decision. He also suggested many
other neighboring parishes were doing
the same thing, which I learned wasn’t
quite true. But, he said, people would
still be offered the Precious Blood since
the priest and other ministers would dip
the communion host in a small bowl of
Christ’s blood and then place it on the

communicant’s tongue. It’s a practice
known as intinction. So, instead of taking and drinking, something suggested
quite clearly at the Last Supper, they
would more passively, albeit adequately,
receive
this sacramental
presence
of
Christ. I
have to
believe
WE THERE YET? there
were
- Fr. Tom Lindner
more
germs being spread with the new practice than before; think of all those ministers’ fingers dipping into the small cup of
Precious Blood and then proceeding to
accidentally touch people’s tongues as
they distributed the host. They didn’t do
it intentionally; it just happens.
And, of course, when “cold and flu
season” ended, an arbitrary consideration to be sure, this new practice was
continued. My hunch is that it was a
ruse to deny people of drinking from the
cup, for a reason of dubious medical
merit, while substituting a different practice of lesser symbolic value and with its
own health risks. Regrettably, within the
parish, it seems there was little objection.
There are a few lessons to take from
all this:
1) There is a significance in receiving
the Body and Blood of Christ. That definitely would have been the practice of
the early Church — it’s what Jesus did
— and, while the custom unfortunately
changed and people were not invited to
share in the Precious Blood, we have,
thankfully, rectified that deficiency. If
you don’t commonly drink from the cup
to receive the Blood of Christ, you might
give that some new and further consideration.
2) A decision like the one promoted
at the parish my friend visited is more
consequential than it might appear. Privileges due to members of the Eucharistic
assembly should be restricted only in the
most dire of circumstances, it at all.
3) When you’re sick, don’t drink
from the cup. Simple as that. But let’s
not deny it of everyone. TL
Next week: Cold and flu season, Part 2

Transitions of Grace

Being Good Stewards
CONFLICTING VALUES: The prophet Jeremiah minces no words
in today’s first reading: “Thus says the LORD: Cursed is the one
who trusts in human beings … whose heart turns away from the
LORD.” And the prophet’s “beatitude” resembles that of Jesus’
teaching in today’s Gospel reading when he proclaims: “Blessed is
the one who trusts in the LORD, whose hope is the LORD.” Good
stewards understand that what the world values is not consistent
with Gospel values. They realize that God has placed in their midst
all the gifts, charisms, and resources needed to bring Christ to a
world desperately in need of his loving presence. But to exercise
good stewardship over God’s gifts takes a great deal of trust. How
does our stewardship reflect our trust in the Lord? What did we do
today to give others hope in Christ Jesus?
— International Catholic Stewardship Council

ST. ANNE PARISH GIVING (Feb. 9/10)

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE: Last Sunday the community
accepted these children as catechumens — people preparing
for and anticipating the celebration of the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil. Our catechumens are Cate, Brady
and Rowan McFadden in back; and Lauren and Eleanor
Hodek in front. We will continue to recognize them and pray
for them in the coming weeks of Lent. “We stand with you, we
pray for you, O holy child of God.”

NEW LIFE: Everlee James Nienow was welcomed to faith last

Total collected
Amount needed

$16,763
$15,444 per week

Total collected since July 1
Amount needed
Shortfall

$495,644
$509,660
-$14,016

2018 GIVING STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE
IN THE MAIN (WEST) ENTRANCE OF CHURCH.

PARTICIPATION AT MASS (Feb. 9/10)
4 PM - 289
10:30 AM - 230

8:30 AM - 238
6 PM - 94

Sunday through the waters of baptism. She is the daughter of
Chris and Jennifer Nienow.
This weekend we welcome Gannon Ray Chojnowski through
the waters of baptism. She is the daughter of Logan and Sammy Chojnowski.

ETERNAL LIFE: We commend to the Lord Leon Grendzinski
of our parish who died recently. May he rest in peace.

Supporting those who grieve
GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and support group
designed to help participants
rebuild their lives after losing a
loved one. Our group is led by
caring people who have experienced grief and want to help you through the difficult days
ahead.
The group meets Wednesdays from 1 to 3 p.m. in the
parish library. This week’s gathering will consider Grief and
Your Relationships: How death of a loved one affects your
friendships; why solitude can be a blessing and a curse; how
to deal with friends who don’t understand our grief.
GriefShare will meet until April 24. To learn more, come
to Wednesday’s gathering or call (715) 849-3930.

Women to meet:

The Parish Council of Catholic Women
will meet in the Fireside Room on Wednesday, Feb. 20, at 6
p.m. The Director of the North Central Health Care Aquatic
Services will be the featured speaker. Remember to bring
Bingo prizes for the residents at the Benedictine Center. All
women of the parish are welcome to attend.

ST. ANNE PARISH
& THE DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL

Target - $107,285 / Received as of 1-28 - $66,397
Still needed - $40,888 / Number contributing - 183

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE TO THE DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL!

Enrollment time at Newman Catholic Schools
Newman Catholic Schools is a shared ministry among area
Catholic parishes. Our schools and centers are places
where faith and education come together. Students
receive an outstanding education rich in faith formation and excellent academic preparation. Families
from area Catholic parishes and all faiths are welcome to attend our schools and early childhood centers.
Need registration information? Go to www.newmancatholicschools.com or call and come to visit your Newman Catholic
Schools:
• NC Early Childhood Center: St. Michael (Licensed Child Care, Preschool, *4K)
(715) 848-0206
• NC Early Childhood Center: St. Therese (Licensed Child Care, *4K), (715) 355-5254
• NC Elementary School: St. Mark (Preschool, *4K, K-Gr. 5, (715) 359-9662
• NC Elementary School: St. Anne (Gr. K-5), (715) 845-5754
• NC Middle School (Gr. 6-8) / NC High School (Gr. 9-12), (715) 845-8274

CONNECT MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT

HIGH SCHOOL JUSTICE & SERVICE RETREAT

CONNECT Middle School Retreat on 8-9 March -- Join
teams and students from the Wausau and Stevens Point
Catholic Deaneries for a joint
Middle School retreat experience for our young people
Grades 7-8! $120 includes transportation and all meals at Spencer Lake in Waupaca! Bus
pickup will be at 4 p.m. at St. Anne’s. Registration is limited and online with more details at www.tiny-url.com/
MSRetreat Connect2. CONNECT with your favorite 7th8th Grader about starting off Lent 2019 right!

Friday Feb. 22 5 PM— Saturday Feb. 23 5 PM
More info and registration at: https://
wausaudeanery.weebly.com/

PREPARING TO
CELEBRATE
SACRAMENTS
Please pray for Alexandra Galang, in the middle, and Gress
& Brenna Bruch as they continue their journey to the initiation
sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation.

Fill the MAGIC PAPER BOX & Support

ST. ANNE PARISH
The box is located on the west side of Newman-St. Anne School

When Pope Francis wrote the encyclical Laudato Si’ (On Care
for Our Common Home) in 2015, he challenged all of us to
remember that the earth is our common home. It’s not just mine or
yours—it’s ours. We are all called to
care for God’s creation, and to care
especially for the poor and vulnerable
who are most affected by climate
change. We are called to make choices
that help all of God’s people, not just
ourselves. In other words, we are called to do uncommon
good, so that the common good can be realized!
Participants on this retreat will be challenged to care for
all of God’s creation. They will discover the impact of climate
change on the world’s most vulnerable people. Through experience, prayer, art, social media and discussion, young people
will grow to understand the concept of the “common good”
and how they can harness their talents and resources to promote it and effect change.
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