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This Week
SUNDAY 15 SEPT
• 7:15 PM - Young-Adult Bible Study, Biggby Coffee,
320 E. Bridge St.
MONDAY 16 SEPT / 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28/Lk 7:1-10
• 7 AM - Communion Service
• 6:30 PM - Men’s Faith Group, Library
TUESDAY 17 SEPT / 1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101/Lk 7:11-17
• 7 AM - Mass - +Leon Grendzinski
• 10 AM - Mass, Benedictine Center - +Special Intention
• 1 PM - Parish Book Club, Library
• 6:30 PM - Sunday 8:30 Choir, Church
WEDNESDAY 18 SEPT / 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111/Lk 7:31-35
• 8:15 AM - Mass - Special Intention
• 1 PM - GriefShare Group, Library
• 5 PM - Fatima Council Potluck and Meeting, South Hall
• 6:15 PM - Forming Young Disciples, Church
THURSDAY 19 SEPT / 1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111/Lk 7:36-50
• 7 AM - Mass - +Ruth & David Stenzel
• 7:30 AM - Finance Council, Conference Room
• 5:15 PM - Handbell Choir, Church
• 6:30 PM - Sunday 10:30 Choir, Church
• 6:30 PM—Pastoral Council, Meeting Rooms
FRIDAY 20 SEPT / 1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49/Lk 8:1-3
• 7 AM - Mass - +Mary Lewandowski
SATURDAY 21 SEPT / Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19/Mt 9:9-13
• 9 AM - Reconciliation

Lord’s Day Worship
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time — 21/22 September
Am 8:4-7/Ps 113/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13
• 4 PM Saturday - +Burish & Blaskowski families
• 8:30 AM Sunday - Special Intention
• 10:30 AM Sunday - +Dorothy & Joseph Karlen
• 6 PM Sunday - People of St. Anne Parish

Small Groups begin soon
Disciple Formation isn’t just for young people. That’s a fundamental principle of our Disciple Small Groups forming the first
week of October. Parishioners of various ages, backgrounds,
likes and dislikes are encouraged to gather to consider how
we can respond more eagerly to the call of Jesus to live the
gospel with greater love and greater courage.
Disciple Small Groups will meet at the following times:
● 5 p.m. Tuesdays beginning Oct. 1;
● 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays beginning Oct. 2;
● Noon Thursdays beginning Oct. 3.
Parishioners are invited to attend the small group
gathering that is most convenient to your schedule. You may
not know anyone in your small group when you begin, but
after a week or two you will.
The group conversations will be guided by the readings of
the previous Sunday and Pope Francis’ teaching “The Joy of
the Gospel.” This is not a book club, however, and “homework” is not an expectation.
Small group goals include:
● Encountering Christ more deeply;
● Sharing a stronger, intergenerational experience of
community;
● Finding the language and familiarity to talk about faith;
● Becoming more deeply engaged through service and
ministry.
Small groups have become very prominent and popular at
many parishes across the country. These groups have been
likened to a swimming pool — moving from the shallow end
and into the deep. In The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis
writes about a new chapter in living the Christian life. Here’s
our chance to begin a new chapter together.
If you have questions, contact Lee Ann Lella, Disciple Formation co-director, at leeannl@stanneswausau.org.
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Joining Our Parish: Fr. Tom would be
glad to talk with you about parish
membership. Send him an email at
frtom@stanneswausau.org or call
849.3930.
Celebrating Baptism: Baptism is
celebrated at Lord’s Day Mass
throughout much of the liturgical year.
If you want to raise your child in the
Catholic faith and celebrate your child’s
baptism, please call the parish office,
849.3930. Parents celebrating the baptism of their first child are asked to complete a baptism orientation seminar.
Caring for the Sick: If you or a loved one
are seriously ill, homebound or
anticipating surgery, please call or email
Fr. Tom to schedule a visit and/or the
sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.
Celebrating Marriage: We eagerly welcome couples seeking to celebrate the
Sacrament of Marriage. Contact Fr.
Tom to talk about scheduling your
wedding and to learn about marriage
preparation.
Becoming Catholic:
If you are
interested in becoming a Christian,
becoming a Catholic or curious about
matters of faith, contact Lee Ann Lella
at leeannl@stanneswausau.org.
Facebook: Like us at St. Anne
Parish and find photos and
news of the parish.

An attentive monk

F

r. Meinrad was waiting for me as I
descended the steps from the
choir stall following Evening Prayer. He had been at prayer across the
chapel’s expanse and yet here he was, as
if by magic. Taking me aside he said, in
a gentle voice that would most properly
be described as
mellifluous: “Tom,
I couldn’t help but
notice that you were
particularly taken by
tonight’s scripture
passage about Judith.”
Quite frankly, I
replied, it’s hard not
to take notice of a
story packed with
so much intrigue,
espionage, temptation, lust, deception,
ingenuity and, ultimately, violence.
Here, for example,
is the climactic moment of that night’s
scripture reading as
Judith, a determined, faithful Jewish woman, to say the
least, has gone into enemy territory
where the army general Holofernes has
become smitten by her beauty and
charm. “Judith was left alone in the tent,
with Holofernes stretched out on his
bed, for he was dead drunk,” we read in
Chapter 13 of the book named for its
heroine. “She went up to the bedpost
near Holofernes’ head, and took down
his sword that hung there. She came
close to his bed, took hold of the hair of
his head, and said, ‘Give me strength
today, O Lord God of Israel!’ Then she
struck his neck twice with all her might,
and cut off his head.”
Such a story, well told as it was by
the monk proclaiming scripture that
night, is bound to get someone’s attention.
“Well,” Fr. Meinrad said, “if you
appreciated the story you might want to
see a stained glass depiction at the
church in Melrose. It is really quite stunning.” I headed there the next day and
had no trouble locating the window:
Magnificent in size, detail and color.
As I spent a semester in 2017 study-

ing theology and praying with the monks
at St. John’s Abbey and University in
Collegeville, Minn., near St. Cloud, I
wondered sometimes if the monks were
so focused in their prayer that they were
oblivious to visitors who joined them on
occasion, inattentive to anyone or any-

ARE WE THERE YET?

- Fr. Tom Lindner

thing happening around them. Clearly,
Fr. Meinrad was not too focused on that
particular night, and I told him that I
appreciated his attention to my reaction
and his recommendation. The window
was worthy of the story, I assured him.
Fr. Meinrad had introduced himself
to me early in my sabbatical time at St.
John’s. He informed me that we’d met a
couple years earlier when he’d visited St.
Anthony Parish in Loyal, my hometown,
to dedicate the parish hall in honor of
Abbot Jerome Theisen. Abbot Jerome
had been abbot of St. John’s, but more
importantly he was Abbot Primate, a
strange title for the monk who oversees
the entire worldwide Benedictine community. He grew up in Loyal and was a
contemporary and friend of Fr. Meinrad.
After Abbot Jerome’s death in 1995, Fr.
Meinrad had remained in touch with the
Theisen family in Loyal.
Encountering him during my stint at
St. John’s was always a delight. Being at
Mass when he presided and preached
was wonderfully relaxing and reflective;
See MONK on Page 5

Doors to the Sacred
A seven-part series of presentations on
the sacraments begins this weekend as
Fr. Tom addresses Anointing of the Sick —
in UNDER 10 MINUTES. We’ll gather in
the area near the ambo after each of the
Masses.

Forming Young Disciples
begins Wednesday
This Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 6:15
in church, we gather for our first
session of Forming Young Disciples, which has been known as
Faith Formation. If you have not
yet registered your son/daughter
for this program for grades K-10, look for the mailing that was
sent to all households with eligible youth, find a link at
www.stanneswausau.org, or pick up a packet in the West
Gathering Space of church.

Inviting catechists
and assistants
Do you enjoy working with
children/teens? We are
looking for individuals (or
couples) to serve as catechists or aides in our
Wednesday night Forming
Young Disciples program.
Please consider sharing
your faith with the great
children and youth of our
parish. We have openings
in all grade levels K-10.
Time and time again, catechists share how much
their own faith has grown as a result of serving as a catechist.
Please take some time to think about it and pray about it, and
if you would like more information or if you have questions,
Contact John Schmitt or Lee Ann Lella, co-directors of Disciple
Formation, at johns@stanneswausau.org or leeannl@stanneswausau.org. Forming Young Disciples begins Wednesday, Sept. 18.

Support for those who are grieving
If you’ve lost a loved one, regardless of how long ago, we invite you to join our weekly GriefShare gathering. This seminar
and support group is designed to
help you rebuild your life after losing a loved one. Our group is led by
caring people who have experienced grief and want to help you
through the difficult days ahead.
The group is just beginning, so join us at 1 p.m. Wednesday in the church library. This week’s topic: The Journey of
Grief – Part 2. Why it’s important to put effort into our healing;
How the events surrounding our loved one’s death affect our
grief; The best ways to deal with our loved one’s belongings.
GriefShare will continue to meet from 1-3 p.m.
Wednesdays through Nov. 20. If you’d like more information,
call (715) 849-3930. This is open to all who are experiencing
grief, regardless of parish membership.

Being Good Stewards
THANKS TO OUR SUMMER MINISTERS!

Ministers
at Mass
MANY THANKS to those parishioners whose generosity of spirit —
of time and talent — made it possible for us to celebrate Mass four
times every weekend throughout the summer. Ministry of any kind
can often be a sacrifice, but that is particularly true in the summer
when other opportunities and demands, not to mention enticing
weather, compete for our time and attention. I trust we are all immensely grateful to the cantors, accompanists, greeters/ushers, servers, readers, liturgy coordinators, sacristans and eucharistic ministers
whose generosity made it possible for the rest of us to celebrate
Mass — some were ministers every weekend and sometimes at multiple Masses on a given weekend!
There are two important ways to show your appreciation: 1) say
Thank You to someone you know who performs one or several of
these ministries; 2) consider the need of our community for you to
participate in these ministries — it is a privilege and responsibility for
which none of us may be worthy, but to which many of us are called.
To learn more about a particular ministry and how to arrange orientation, please send an email to massministries@stanneswausau.org.
— Fr. Tom
SPEAKING OF GRATITUDE: Thanks as well to the parishioners
who have tended to the plants, landscaping — and weeds — around
our campus through the months of summer, as well as the plants and
environment in church. Your efforts have provided a beautiful and
welcoming presence for visitors and passersby.

ST. ANNE PARISH GIVING (Sept. 7/8)
Total collected
Amount needed

$13,529
$15,865 per week

Total collected since July 1
Amount needed
Shortfall

$154,632
$174,519
-$19,887

PARTICIPATION AT MASS (Sept. 7/8)
4 PM - 267
10:30 AM - 219

8:30 AM - 263
6 PM - 213
Amount
$1,253,114.55
365 pledges
Payments Received
$929,104

Thanks to all who have contributed to this campaign,
which has already funded important parish projects.
Please continue to honor your pledge. To learn more
about the campaign, call 849-3930, ext. 310.

Sing (or ring) a joyful Song!

Sunday 8:30 Choir
This choir practices at 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays
and new members are invited to join the
choir beginning Sept. 17 in church. If you
have questions, contact Kristine Lato at
kristinek@stanneswausau.org.

Our parish choirs have resumed rehearsing — and helping
our parish worship at Mass — and you’re invited to join
them. The choirs welcome parishioners of all ages who enjoy singing, or bell-ringing, and who appreciate the choir’s
Sunday 10:30 Choir
role of helping the assembly worship. Reading music is not New members are invited to join this choir at
required, but can be helpful; most important is a willingness 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19 and the Thursdays that follow in church. If you have questo learn.
tions, contact Sheila Rossmiller at
smrossmiller@gmail.com.

YOUTH Choir
This choir of young parishioners in third
grade and older sings at the 4 p.m. Mass on
an occasional basis, as well as at Christmas.
Practice is from 5-6 p.m. Wednesdays beginning Sept. 25 in the music room downstairs
from the parish offices. For more information, contact Susan Walkowski at
susanlsw7@gmail.com.

The Mass of St. Ann

handBELL Choir

This weekend we begin singing acclamations from the
Mass of St. Ann by composer Ed Bolduc, including the
Glory to God, Alleluia and Eucharistic Prayer acclamations. You can become familiar with this music by going
to a link at stanneswausau.org and at St. Anne Parish on
Facebook.

The St. Anne Handbell Choir rehearses at
5:15 p.m. Thursdays in church, beginning this
week. What’s needed is a desire to learn and
contribute to this ensemble that assists at
weekend liturgies, as well as special occasions.
For more information, contact Tracy Scheel
at tracyscheel@hotmail.com.

MISSION TRIP TESTIMONIALS
Some participants of the mission trips have a simple affirmation of their love from and to God, others have a transforming
experience. The challenge of either of these “types” of experiences is that it takes a community of believers such as the St.
Anne Parish community to support each other in our walk of
discipleship! Here is Jack Mommaerts’ reflection on his mission trip experience in July.

A

t first, I was very resistant (to the mission trip). During
Faith Formation I was a jerk to many people and totally
rejected it. I didn’t even want to go on the trip, but I
signed up for my mom. When we arrived at St. Anne’s for departure at 5:30 a.m. I was not happy. I was grumpy, bored, and
not fun to be around. While on the drive, I met a soon-to-be close friend, Wyatt Gasper. We immediately
hit it off, and he helped me to warm up to the rest of the group. When we were at a rest stop for lunch, I
met Nick, who would end up almost like a brother to me. When we arrived in Topeka, I was comfortable
with the friends I made, and got off on the right foot. During the evening programs, we would sing and
worship, and I didn’t sing for the first few nights, as I hadn’t before. However, the passion and energy of
the 200 people was infectious, and like a certain superhero, I got bit. It was not very long after that Jesus
found a way in, as he always eventually does, and started transforming me. In the space of one week, He
transformed me from a jerk, selfish and stubborn, to a believer and follower of His word. The old me is
gone, for God has won my heart!
— Jack Mommaerts
Summer 2020 Mission Trip Applications NOW OPEN: Plans are set for another great summer youth mission trip for youth and
adult chaperones! We will again be partnering with Group Mission Trips, this time headed to East Bank, WV, July 4-12. Interested
and want to learn more?? A parent and teen information meeting will be Wednesday, Oct. 9 in the lower level meeting rooms at
7:15. immediately following Forming Young Disciples. Or find info at www.stanneswausau.org/youth/missiontrips.

PARISH WOMEN
MEETING: The Parish Council of Catholic Women/Fatima
Council will meet
Wednesday, Sept 18
at 6 p.m. in South
Hall. We will have a
potluck dinner, social and short business meeting where
your input is needed
on important decisions regarding the
council. All women
of the parish are
members of Fatima
Council and are invited to attend.
SAVE THE DATE:
Newman Catholic
Schools’ Winter
Wonderland Benefit
Auction is Saturday,
Nov. 16 at Hilton
Garden Inn.
RETREATS: Go to
www.sarcenter.com.

Becoming Catholic Christians:

If you’re interested in
learning more about Jesus, the Church, becoming a Catholic Christian and
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, we’d love to talk with you. Please
contact Lee Ann Lella, Disciple Formation co-director, at
leeannl@stanneswausau.org.
Or, if you know someone who might appreciate a bit of encouragement
or an invitation in terms of becoming a Catholic Christian, please extend
that invitation and encouragement to them.
This invitation is for people who may not be baptized, as well as those
who were baptized in another Christian tradition, but are interested in becoming Catholic. Also, if you are Catholic and are interested in celebrating
confirmation, please contact Lee Ann.

Community Meal Sept. 24: Our parish’s next Community Meal will
be held on Tuesday, Sept. 24 from 4:30-6 p.m. at St. Paul United Church of Christ,
downtown. Volunteers for this life-giving event are needed to prepare and serve the
meal, donate simple desserts, help with clean-up, or to
offer a monetary donation. Please consider this wonderful way to become involved in parish life by offering your
assistance for any of these volunteer opportunities by
contacting one of the meal coordinators: Kathy Mero, (715) 212-1678,
mkathleenmero@gmail.com or Jennifer Kareken, (715) 536-3710,
jenniferkareken@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you!
LIFE AFTER HATE: A former white supremacist and a Sikh who lost his father in the
2012 Sikh Temple shooting in Oak Creek will speak of their unlikely friendship and
desire to promote peace and service at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 23, at the Wausau
East High School Auditorium. It is sponsored by the Wisconsin Institute for Public
Policy and Service.

MONK / from Page 2
his homily invariably shared a bit of abbey
history, since he’d lived a good bit of it, but
always with a provocative, contemporary
purpose. When my parents visited, he insisted on taking us to lunch.
I was back at St. John’s just after Easter
and we talked briefly during a large community gathering. He’d not been feeling well
and during Holy Week had undergone a
battery of tests, but doctors hadn’t reached
any conclusions. The Abbey announced a
few weeks ago on Facebook that Fr.
Meinrad had died. A cancer had returned.
Doctors gave him three to six months to
live; he died after 10 days. Fr. Meinrad was
87 and had been a monk since 1952. He
was a Russian professor at St. John’s, but
his real love was serving in parishes, which
he did in communities from New York’s
upper west side to rural Minnesota.
A friend reports he had been at prayer
just days before his passing, no doubt listening attentively to God’s word, and possibly
noticing the reactions of someone listening
across the way. TL
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