
‘Shelter Me’ 

F 

r. Mike Joncas woke up around 3 

one morning, a week or so into our 

new reality of pandemic, precau-

tion and quarantine.  He was haunted “by 

the germ of an idea for a prayer-song to 

respond to what many are feeling in the 

light of the COVID-19 pandemic,” he 

told a reporter.  “The basic composition 

was finished by about 10 a.m.” 

 Fr. Joncas is a priest of the Arch-

diocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis, a theolo-

gian, college professor, writer and pre-

senter, but he is most likely known to us 

for his compositions of liturgical music.  

He composed the Kyrie Eleison we sang 

together as a gathered assembly at the 

beginning of Mass during Lent, and 

through on-line participation at Mass in 

the latter weeks.  Mike’s most well 

known composition is “On Eagle’s 

Wings,” which, like his new hymn, was 

composed in response to an immediate 

circumstance, the death of a friend’s par-

ent.   

Shepherd and sheep, my God and I: 

to fresh green fields you led my steps  

in days gone by. 

You gave me rest by quiet springs 

and filled my soul with peace  

your loving presence brings. 

The first verse speaks to a prior intimacy 

with God, which may be comforting to 

believers wondering how to experience 

God’s love amid isolation and uncertain-

ty.  “These are difficult times for all of us, 

individually and globally,” Mike said.  

“The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted 

life as normal and called for acts of cor-

porate and individual heroism in the face 

of present suffering and an uncertain 

future.  People of faith may be struggling 

to articulate their belief in an all-good 

and all-powerful God in this new era.  

‘Shelter Me’ is my attempt as a church 

composer to find God’s presence even in 

these fraught times.”  It’s that fraught 

reality that seems to inspire the second 

verse. 

Yet now I tread a different way; 

Death dogs my path with stealthy steps  

from day to day. 

I cannot find your peaceful place 

But dwell in dreary darkness,  

longing for your face. 

 Mike knows personally of that 

darkness; he may have felt those “stealthy 

steps” encroaching upon him.  I refer to 

him as Mike because we are friends.  “On 

Eagle’s Wings” was still fairly new, may-

be about 10 years old, when I met him 

for the first time.  I interviewed him for a 

newspaper story in my former life; it was 

at my pastor’s urging that I did the story.  

“This is really a pretty big deal,” I re-

member him saying.  I since have come 

to know and appreciate Mike’s great hu-

mor, intellect, talent and generosity, as 

well as his grueling determination 

through his own “dreary darkness.” 

 In 2003, at Eastertime, Mike 

began enduring his own medical trauma 

as he experienced the quick, debilitating 

onset of  Guillain-Barré Syndrome.  It’s a 

rare immune disease that, in Mike’s case, 

led to almost total paralysis and a year of 

recovery.  At one point he was communi-

cating with friends by blinking his eyes.  

Mike can unfortunately relate all too well 

to coronavirus patients struggling to 

breathe.  “I was on a ventilator for at 

least a month and a half, maybe two 

months altogether,” he said. “Fortunate-

ly, I was sedated with an amnesia-

producing sedative so I have almost no 

memory of the first two weeks on the 

ventilator, but I have a pretty good recall 

of the rest of the time. 

 “Hearing about the lack of venti-

lators made the horror of the COVID-19 

patients’ conditions much more visceral 

for me since I remember the first time  
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The Parish Office is closed and the staff is 

working remotely. However, email and 

phone messages are checked regularly, 

so please contact us. Also, someone does 

check the office daily for mail and contri-

butions.  Thank you! 

 

Fr. Tom Lindner, Pastor 

frtom@stanneswausau.org | Ext. 309 

 

Mass On-Line & TV 

Lord’s Day Mass from St. Anne will be 

available live on the internet at 5 p.m. 

Saturday, as well as anytime after that.  A 

link to the Mass will be provided in an 

email to parishioners every Saturday, as 

well as at www.stanneswausau.org and 

at St. Anne Parish on Facebook. 

 There also are several Sunday 

Mass options on television: 

• 6:30 a.m. on Channel 12, 

• 9 a.m. on cable Channel 980,  

• 7 a.m. on WGN America - cable Channel 

6, DirecTV Channel 307 and Dish TV 

Channel 239, 

• Several times throughout the day on 

EWTN on cable. 

 

Communication 

Email is a central means of communica-

tion during these weeks of precaution.  If 

you have not been getting weekly email 

updates from us, then we do not have 

your email address.  Please send an 

email to mail@stanneswausau.org and 

we will add you to our email roster.  You 

will not be inundated with emails, but two 

a week to stay informed. 

 

Facebook is another good way to stay 

connected. Like us at St. Anne Parish for 

news and features throughout the week. 

 

Resources On-line 

A selection of resources is available at 

stanneswausau.org to guide our prayer, 

to assist parents in ongoing disciple for-

mation, as well as links to Fr. Tom’s 

weekly video posts, links to Masses cele-

brated at St. Anne’s and elsewhere. 

 

StAnnesWausau.org 

 

ST. ANNE PARISH 

Living the Gospel  

with love and courage. 

715.849.3930 | stanneswausau.org 

700 W. Bridge St., Wausau WI 54401 

Music for this week’s Lord’s Day Mass�

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                                                 14th century 

Glory to God                                                      Mass of St. Ann, Ed Bolduc 



We are grateful for the opportunity to 

congratulate Lauren Cejka and Tyler 

Leurquin 

who cel-

ebrated 

the sac-

rament 

of Mar-

riage on 

April 25 

at St. 

Anne. 

Grateful 

because 

not a lot of weddings are being celebrat-

ed these days - and, yes, all of the nec-

essary limits on gathering and distanc-

ing were observed. We're grateful that 

Lauren and Tyler would follow through 

on their plans to do something seeming-

ly normal and yet always extraordinary - 

to make promises such as couples 

make as they enter into marriage - and 

to do so in such extraordinary times. 

May God bless them now, and always! 

  

This Week 

MONDAY 4 MAY / Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-18 

 

TUESDAY 5 MAY / Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30 

• 6:30 PM - Fest Planning on Zoom 

 

WEDNESDAY 6 MAY / Acts 12:24-13:5/Jn 

12:44-50 

• 6:30 PM - Forming Young Disciples, 

Pre-K and K on Zoom 

• 7:15 PM - Forming Young Disciples, 

Gr. 9-10 on Zoom 

 

THURSDAY 7 MAY /Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20 

 

FRIDAY 8 MAY / Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6 

 

SATURDAY 9 MAY / Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14 

• 9 AM - Reconciliation 

�

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER | 10 MAY 

Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

 

Links to all of these readings can be 

found each day on the main page of the 

St. Anne web site: stanneswausau.org.  

You’ll also find links to on-line daily 

Mass celebrations at the web site. 

 

Just curious: Do you utilize the Mass 

reading scripture citations found above 

— for example, do you take your Bible 

and find John 14.1-12? A volunteer 

compiles this information each week, 

but we wonder: Is anyone using this 

information? If you are, please send an 

email or phone call. Thanks. 

 

Transitions 

Easter Alleluia  

Responsorial Psalm: “Shelter Me”                       Psalm 23, Michael Joncas 

A Prayer-Song in the Time of the COVID-19 Pandemic 



 

Stewardship  

LAST CHANCE TO SUBSCRIBE: Give Us 

This Day is an excellent daily prayer re-

source for “today’s Cath-

olic,” which offers a daily 

order of prayer, the daily 

Mass readings and in-

sightful reflection drawn 

from current writers and 

ancient sources.  Sample 

copies of the April issue 

are available in the main Gathering 

Space of church. 

 A special bulk parish rate is 

available for new subscribers, as well as 

the several dozen parishioners who al-

ready subscribe. The parish rate is 

$31.50 for 12 issues, far below the reg-

ular rate of $44.95.  

 To subscribe or renew, or to get 

more information, contact Bobbi Gadke 

at bobbig@stanneswausau.org or 715-

849-3930, ext. 310, this week. 

“PARTICIPATION” AT MASS 

 Third Sunday of Easter - APR 26  

514 views 

Source: YouTube 

ST. ANNE PARISH GIVING 

Total collected (APR 26) $14,393 

   Amount needed  $15,865 per week

          

 Total collected since July 1    $657.104 

 Amount needed                          $698,077 

 Shortfall                                                                                                    -$40,973 

 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 

Target: $104,785 

Received: $82,775 

Still needed: $22,010 

Number of parishioners participating:  

218 (20%) 

 

BUILDING OUR FUTURE  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Amount pledged: $1,254,724 

365 pledges 

Received: $1.126.793 

Balance Due: $127,930 

 

MANY, MANY THANKS! 

Thanks to our generous parishioners 

who have been able to continue your 

financial support of the parish. Please 

continue to be as generous as your 

circumstances allow. Contributions 

can be mailed or dropped off at the 

parish office - simply slip it under the 

office door - or contribute at 

www.stanneswausau.org.   

“River of Glory”                                                                         Dan Schutte 

Music reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-729229.�

A PRAYER OF COMM-UNION 

We give thanks to you God for your divine life within us.   

Fill our hearts with gratitude for the sacramental presence  

of your son, Jesus Christ.  

Increase in us faith, hope and love so that we can be  

His presence in the world.    

We make this prayer through Christ, with whom we are united  

whether together or apart, He who is Lord, forever and ever. Amen.  

Profession of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cru-

cified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  Amen. 



HYMN / Continued from Page 1 

 

mucus plugged up my ventilator, I couldn’t breathe, and I 

thought I was going to die.  I then projected that experience 

onto the death struggles of the coronavirus patients and I think 

developed empathetic pity and horror for what they went 

through.” 

I will look back in days to come 

and realize your faithfulness has led me home. 

Within your house I’ll find my peace, 

trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me. 

 The third verse, then, while alluding to an eternal inti-

macy with God, also would seem to suggest the composer’s 

own “looking back” and realization of God’s abiding presence, 

as well as the refrain’s hopeful assurance:  

All will be well if only you will shelter me. 

 While it took years for “On Eagle’s Wings,” based up-

on Psalm 91, to become broadly known,  “Shelter Me,” in-

spired by Psalm 23, was embraced by people around the world 

within weeks, even days, of its composition.  Such are the ways 

in our tightly connected world.  Our parish was fortunate to 

have a small role in that, to be honest.  Mike shared an early 

draft of his new hymn with a few friends and GIA, a publisher 

he works with, quickly produced a score and made copyright 

provisions.  Some of our music ministers came together, within 

necessary distancing of course, to record “Shelter Me” as a 

prayerful reflection for our parish.  We posted their rendition 

on our Facebook page and within an email, but soon it had 

been shared and re-posted to such an extent that, as of this bul-

letin going to the printer, the St. Anne presentation of Mike’s 

song has scored 28,583 views on YouTube. 

 The immediacy of the song’s spread didn’t allow for 

the usual tweaking.  “Normally it takes weeks to months to get 

a composition in the kind of shape where I’d let people hear it,” 

he said.  “‘Shelter Me’ was out in public in a couple days.  I tend 

to think that ‘Shelter Me’ is more the product of unconscious 

factors (inspiration?) than the product of my normal process of 

writing to task.  I’ve had the same experience of writing hymn 

texts: some take forever (and even then I’m not all that pleased 

with the result) where a few almost write themselves.” 

 Regardless of the intricacies of composition or eyes 

and ears on YouTube, spiritual realities are what Mike hopes 

are tapped and deepened by the song.  “I hope that people will 

be able to sing the song with sincerity as a way of affirming 

their faith in God during these troubled times,” he said.  We 

have that opportunity this weekend.  Thanks, Mike.  TLTLTLTL    
    
LITTLE WHITE BOOKS:  The Little White Book offers a scripture 

passage and reflection to guide our prayer on each of the Fifty 

Days of Eastertime.  Baskets of books are located in the 

church’s main entrance.  If you would like us to mail you a copy, 

or two, call and leave a message or send an email to 

mail@stanneswausau.org. 

 

CRS RICE BOWLS will be gathered as soon as our parish is able 

to gather again for worship.  In the meantime, and if you are 

able, please continue adding contributions to your rice bowl. 
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WAUSAU
219 Central Bridge St. • 845-6994

CEDAR CREEK
10202 Park Plaza • 355-0909

www.culvers.com

(715) 845-5525 
Wausau East • Weston
brainardfuneral.com

355-7060355-7060
1-800-388-7288

www.culliganh2o.com

Call Your Culligan Man Today!

IMAGE MAKERS
Professional Styling

For Entire Family
SHARON OSTROWSKI

Owner

842-3915
601 S. 3rd, Wausau, WI 54401

 MODERN BUILDERS
  & SUPPLIERS, INC.

Designers & Suppliers 
of Fine Homes
Bus. Phones:

848-3263 or 845-4258
Fax 842-3623

3704 W. Stewart Ave., 
Wausau, WI 54401-3997

Wausau, WI
Complete overhead door and door 
opener sales, service & Installation

715-581-6358 or 715-551-2673

715-845-4848

Malbrit 
Mechanical, Inc.

Heating & Air Conditioning
Installation • Service • Repair

www.malbrit.com  Since 1946

CENTRAL CONCRETE CUTTING INC.

 (715) 352-2552
 W719 Leroy Street
  Edgar, WI 54426
 Jack Sondergard, Owner
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Menzner  
Lumber & Supply
Accepting Employment Applications!

Please apply at

105 Main St., Marathon, WI

715-443-2354

 715-845-3171
 3650 Stewart Ave.
 Wausau, WI 54401

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
Steven B. DeMille, D.D.S.
Denise L. Long, D.M.D.

Adam Manteuffel, D.D.S.
www.wausaufamilydental.com

FAMILY DENTAL

888-385-6772
Offices in: 

www.advantagecommunity.com

Your Trusted IT Partner Since 2004 

715.302.0152 | pcportal.us

Wausau East/Wausau West

(715) 845-6900

Dean Welker, Parish Member

842-3993 • helke.com
320 Spruce St., Wausau

Cloverbelt 
Credit Union

Great Rates You Can Bank On®

Wausau & Weston

715-842-5693

Asset Protection
Trusts • Wills • Probate

Nursing Home/Medicaid

305 S. 18th Avenue

Ste. 200
Wausau, WI 54401

715.843.5001
hougumlaw.com

 4007 Central Drive
 Wausau, WI 54401
 715-845-5111
	 aqcllc@frontier.com
	 •	Commercial	HVAC
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	 •	Commercial	Kitchen	Ventilation
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	 •	Dust	Collection	Systems
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Building & mobile cellular amplification

Ryan Kaiser, Parish Member

715-298-4414
4403 Stewart Ave. • Wausau, WI 54401

SHORT-TERM REHAB
AND LONG-TERM CARE
Non-Profit & Faith Based

1821 N. Fourth Avenue Wausau, WI

715-675-9451
www.blcwausau.org

Dr. Gregory Leischer 
Dr. Kelsey Koerner 
Dr. Lauren Cejka
(715) 848-2020 

205 W. Bridge St., Wausau

 Guy Frostman 
 Sherry Frostman 
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OLSON FLOOR COVERING, INC.
4711 RIB MOUNTAIN DRIVE

WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 54401
715-359-9221

www.olsonfloor@frontier.com

Complete Commercial Floor Coverings
Materials & Istallation
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Coldwell Banker Action Realty Inc.

#1 in Wasau! 
thepreygroup.com

 Jim: (715) 574-6870  Jimprey@gmail.com  Yvonne: (715) 571-7653

Sprinkler Pete

Lawn
Irrigation Systems

715-581-5384
Carmelo’s
Italian Restaurant
(715) 845-5570
3607 N Mountain Rd

Wausau
Open 5pm Daily

www.carmeloswausau.com

Or Listen on-line at 
RelevantRadio.com

715.241.7557  •  226500 Rib Mountain Dr.  •  Wausau, WI

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

ESSENTIAL SERVICES.
WE’RE HERE TO HELP

CONCRETE FLATWORK SOLUTIONS
Stamping • Rock/Stone • Driveway  • Patio
Counters • Showers • Tuckpoint • Basement

Quality Construction
CALL ELI: 715.574.0644

715.203.2054
elihigh2018@gmail.com

Trusted Parish Member

nigbursfinefurniture.com  

715.675.2379
1740 Business 51 N

Wausau, WI 54401

Mon - Fri 9-6

Sat 9-4

Closed Sundays


