
NORMAL 

What some yearn for 

others want to avoid 

 

L 

ike many of you, I have been hop-

ing for longer than I can remem-

ber that “things” 

will return to normal.  

The longer these days of 

precaution have contin-

ued, however, the less 

sure I am of what “nor-

mal” means.  And the 

more uncertain I am as 

to whether a “new nor-

mal” is desirable. 

 If we think about 

the gospel and ministry 

of Jesus, however, his mission featured a 

constant attempt to disrupt what was 

deemed “normal.”  The people he 

touched, the crowds he encountered, vil-

lages he visited — none of them were the 

same.  The norm, it might be said, was 

now ultra-normal — more expansive, 

greater awareness, deeper intensity. 

 As we maneuver this cautionary bal-

ance of re-entry and precaution, some 

are eager and determined to re-discover 

what they remember from back in March. 

At least I think it was March. 

 Others, looking more expansively, 

wonder if it’s as simple as returning to 

normal patterns and programs, and 

whether that’s even possible or desirable.  

Does this time of precaution offer us as 

individuals and as a parish, the Church, 

an opportunity to re-assess, re-imagine 

and re-create what we do, how we do it, 

and why? 

 

See NORMAL on Page 6 

FINALLY! CELEBRATING EASTER SACRAMENTS IN AUGUST

Fr. Tom’s 

Note 

T 

he parish welcomed them 

with “great joy” on Feb. 16 

as they indicated their de-

sire to become Christians 

through bap-

tism, confirma-

tion and eucha-

rist.  Bishop Cal-

lahan affirmed 

their election for 

the Easter sacra-

ments on the 

First Sunday of 

Lent. 

 And, then, 

a pandemic 

struck! 

 We haven’t 

forgotten Caro-

line Stabe and 

Violet Smith-

Riggs, but their 

celebration of 

Christian initia-

tion was indefi-

nitely delayed 

— until now.  

We will cele-

brate “Easter in 

August” on 

Sunday, Aug. 9. 

 There won’t be a roaring 

fire , as there would be at the 

Easter Vigil, but there will be a 

bit of splashing water and the 

smell of chrism wafting through 

the air.  And, certainly, there will 

be further cause for “great joy.” 

 Violet will enter the third 

grade at Newman-St. Mark Ele-

mentary School and is the daugh-

ter of Nicole Riggs.  She likes to 

play with Barbie Dolls and eat 

burritos.  Her stay-at-home ad-

vice is: Exercise. 

 Caroline will be a third-

grader at Lincoln Elementary 

School and is the daughter of 

Pete and Theresa Menutes.  She 

likes to sing and eat chicken nug-

gets.  Her pandemic advice: Wear 

a mask and stay 6-feet apart.  

Caroline Stabe                       Violet Smith-Riggs 

‘Easter in August’ live on-line 

The 9:30 a.m. Mass on Aug. 9, at which the Easter 

sacraments will be celebrated, will offered as a 

livestream at stanneswausau.org, and at St. Anne Par-

ish on Facebook and YouTube. This is similar to how 

the Triduum liturgies were offered live on-line. A link 

to the worship aid for Mass will be posted with the 

livestream links and in the Quick Things email. The 

Saturday Mass will not be offered on-line, for just this 

one week, so that all parishioners can participate in 

the celebration of these important sacraments.   



 

RE-IMAGINING: Another time-line disrupted 

T 

here was an update 

in the pre-Lent news-

letter on the re-

imagining of our church that 

anticipated a series of par-

ish meetings in the spring or 

early summer.  Having al-

ready expressed regret at 

failing to hold similar meet-

ings in 2019, as had been 

suggested in a foolishly op-

timistic update in February 

of that year, I stated em-

phatically that this year “a 

concrete and, we think, in-

triguing and beneficial plan” 

would be ready to share 

with parishioners within a 

few weeks.  “And,” I con-

cluded, “this year we mean 

it!”  Thankfully, in hindsight, 

I also added, “I hope.” 

 Of course we all know 

what caused the disruption. 

 To be sure, we were 

right on track.  The re-

imagining team met March 

3 to tweak a proposal that 

had been reviewed by the 

Pastoral and Finance coun-

cils.  However, a joint meet-

ing of those groups on 

March 30 had to be can-

celed, as was a meeting for 

March 24 that I’d scheduled 

to bring Bishop Callahan 

into the loop.  The Pastoral 

Council gave its final en-

dorsement at a Zoom meet-

ing on April 16. 

 And now, we wait. 

 It’s essential that the 

proposal be presented to 

parishioners in-person, not 

on Zoom.  And, ideally, that 

could be done when we are 

not distracted by fears of 

infection and the restrictions 

of distance and masks.  And 

so, I say again, we wait. 

 As a brief review, a pri-

mary goal of the re-imagin-

ing process was to establish 

a direct connection between 

the baptismal font and altar, 

as well as to create a more 

natural flow of people and 

processions moving into 

and out of church. 

 I’ll conclude this update 

with no assurances, only a 

hope that we won’t have to 

keep waiting for too long.  

— Fr. Tom 

J 

ust before churches closed and 

worship and programs ceased, 

Holy Spirit parish, my former 

community in Stevens Point, was in 

the throes of celebration — even in 

Lent. 

 When I came to St. Anne, the 

parish was concluding a $4.5 mil-

lion capital campaign for a new par-

ish center.  Construction began in 

May 2019 and was dedicated on 

March 8.  I was honored to be part 

of the celebration and delighted to 

see the amazing facility.  (I wrote 

this column for the bulletin shortly 

after the dedication, but a pandemic 

got in the way of its publication.) 

 Nearly $500,000 of project 

funds came from the sale of the 

parish’s campus ministry center on 

the UW-Stevens Point campus.  I 

gathered with a few hundred pa-

rishioners in February to pray and 

say farewell to that facility, which 

had wonderfully served the parish 

and Catholic college students as a 

center of prayer, study, community 

life, and a few naps for 45 years.  

The Newman Center was my home, 

or at least the location of my office, 

for 22 years.  Many parishioners 

and former students who returned 

to say goodbye felt a similar affini-

ty.  It was a bittersweet occasion.  

Good things await in the new cen-

ter, but it was emotional to leave 

this place so full of memories — of 

great people, occasions of celebra-

tion and sadness, and the assorted 

wonders of life. 

 The sale of this building marks 

the last vestige of what was New-

man University Parish.  In 2015, 

Newman and a neighboring parish, 

St. Stanislaus Kostka, unified to 

form Holy Spirit Parish.  I was pas-

tor of both and became the found-

ing pastor of the new community.  

At that time, Newman left the Sis-

ters of St. Joseph Convent Chapel 

where the parish had worshipped 

for four decades, another occasion 

of considerable sadness.  The new 

parish continued to utilize the New-

man Center, but it soon became ap-

parent that consolidating offices, 

programming and worship at one 

site was necessary, which prompted 

the campaign, the sale of the cam-

pus ministry center, and construc-

tion of the new facility. 

 It’s all good, but also challeng-

ing.  It’s significant that the people 

of this new parish looked more ex-

pansively — beyond their own turf 

and ideas of how “it’s always been,” 

to consider what was best for this 

new parish and its mission as it 

charges further into the 21st centu-

ry.  It’s human nature to cling to the 

past, to hold on to our identity — 

this is who we are! — but these peo-

ple resisted that instinct. 

 While we dedicated a new 

building that is just beginning, now, 

again, to come to life with use, it’s 

really the community that deserves 

recognition.  It’s the people who 

realized the Church must evolve.  

Responding to the gospel, even 

where that happens, cannot remain 

static.  The new facility is a manifes-

tation of the Church moving for-

ward, responding necessarily to 

changing circumstances, and look-

ing beyond emotion to realize a 

greater, collective good.     —Fr. Tom 

Participating in the Newman Center fare-

well in February were Fr. Steve Brice, Holy 

Spirit’s current pastor and a long-time St. 

Anne pastor, and Fr. Mark Pierce of Resur-

rection and St. Michael parishes who was 

Newman’s pastor in the early 1990s. 

 

PLEASE ALLOW ME TO SHARE NEWS FROM MY FORMER PARISH 



SURVIVING AS A PARISH IN THE ERA OF COVID-19 

By Tom Erickson 

Finance Council co-chairperson 

 

A 

s the parish starts the 2021 fis-

cal year, amid the uncertainties 

of living with the Covid-19 

pandemic, we can look back on our 

fiscal year that ended June 30 with a 

sense of accomplishment, and look 

forward with cautious optimism. 

 For our year just ended, our reve-

nues exceeded expenses by $41,000. 

Our stewardship revenues were down 

slightly — 6 percent — in comparison 

with the 2019 fiscal year.  As we start-

ed to see a decline in giving with the 

suspension of Masses during the safer

-in-place shutdown, we were able to 

offset that by managing expenses, be-

ing the beneficiary of parishioner me-

morials, and taking advantage of both 

endowment fund revenue, and the 

Paycheck Protection Program through 

the federal government’s CARES Act. 

 In addition to operating within 

our revenue means, over the course of 

the fiscal year, we also were able to 

pay down on our parish debt, increase 

our building fund account, and con-

tinue with the final year of contribu-

tions to our “Building Our Future” 

capital campaign.  You’ll hear more 

about our 2019-20 fiscal year results 

later this fall at our annual report 

meeting. 

 Looking forward to fiscal year 

2020-21, we are optimistic that our 

planning for potentially lower reve-

nues due to economic uncertainties, 

and our corresponding planning for 

expense management will again result 

in our operating near a break-even 

position.  Our planning does include 

necessary repairs to some of our par-

ish utility building roofs, and the re-

surfacing and re-striping of our park-

ing lot, which are expected to happen 

yet this summer. 

 Our parish’s history of generosi-

ty, which has continued during this 

time of uncertainty, has truly been an 

inspiration to us.  We thank you for 

your support! 

THIS NOTE WAS INCLUDED WITH 

A PARISHIONER’S  

RECENT CONTRIBUTION:  

As a result of limitations, etc., 

and in spite of some of the price 

increases in groceries, etc., we 

seem to be saving a few dollars by 

our change of lifestyle these past 

few months — spending less on 

gas, etc., each week. 

 So, we are finding room in 

our budget to share a bit of these 

savings with our parish. 

 Hopefully it will help subsi-

dize some of the deficit created by 

those unable to contribute now. 

 Our community remains con-

nected, even though apart!!!! 

 

THANKS - GIVING 

The members of St. Anne’s Fi-

nance Council thank you for your 

generosity through the past few 

months.  We thought that without 

weekly contact through Mass, the 

financial contributions might drop 

considerably.  We have seen some 

decrease, but not as great as we’d 

anticipated.    

 We respect the fact that eve-

ryone is concerned about their 

personal and business finances.  

There are many unknowns facing 

all of us, but during this unprece-

dented time we want to encourage 

everyone to continue giving to the 

parish. 

 Why give? 

 Giving as an outward expres-

sion of your acknowledgement of 

God’s boundless grace and gen-

erosity.  Put another way, under-

stand that giving is an outward 

expression of an inward commit-

ment that Jesus is where your trust 

is firmly rooted in this difficult time. 

 Giving to your parish now 

might be more important than ev-

er.  Giving is your way to show 

love for others, and is an invitation 

to greater blessing.  Giving is for 

everyone.   

 Again, we thank you for your 

willingness to continue your im-

portant and necessary support of 

St. Anne’s. 

— Mary Bethke 

Finance Council co-chairperson 

This graph offers a comparison of parish giving over the past few months, when we 

were not celebrating public Mass or were making a limited return to Mass, to those 

months in 2019. Note that the great divergence in April 2019 is due to the celebra-

tion of Easter during that month. 



LOAN: Parish benefits from 

government program 

 

I 

n the eyes of the federal govern-

ment’s Payroll Protection Pro-

gram, St. Anne Parish is a small 

business and thus eligible to apply 

for and receive a $67,800 loan to off-

set the cost of salaries over 24 weeks 

of the current coronavirus pandemic.  

Since the funds have been expended 

in the program’s designated time-

frame, the loan becomes a grant and 

will not likely have to be re-paid. 

 The loans were part of a $669-

billion program to assist businesses 

with 500 or fewer employees, includ-

ing non-profit entities such as 

churches.  It has been reported that 

9,000 Catholic parishes, as well as 

Catholic schools and charitable arms 

received loans.  Protestant churches 

and other religious institutions also 

received funds.   

 Newman Catholic Schools, with 

120 employees, received $1 million to 

cover payroll expenses.  The Diocese 

of La Crosse, according to govern-

ment statistics reported by the Mil-

waukee Journal Sentinel, received 

between $1 million and $2 million. 

 In receiving the PPP funds, St. 

Anne was able to maintain its pasto-

ral, business and maintenance staff, 

which continued to work throughout 

the safer-at-home period, either from 

home or on-site with restricted access 

to outside individuals.  The loan 

filled the gap in revenue lost to the 

cancellation of Lenten fish fries, ap-

proximately $18,000, and a decline in 

parish giving attributed to precau-

tions and the canceling of public 

Masses.   

 In discussing whether to apply 

for the loan, the Finance Council rec-

ognized the traditional separation of 

church and state and the unprece-

dented nature of a government pro-

gram being offered to religious insti-

tutions, but agreed that if the funds 

were being offered the parish should 

apply. 

By Lee Ann Lella 

Disciple Formation Co-Director 

 

A 

s we look ahead to the fall parents are probably wondering 

about things like Forming Young Disciples and Sacramental 

Preparation.  

 First and foremost the 

safety and well-being of our 

children, teens and adults is 

our uppermost concern.  

While we do not have any 

definitive answers at this 

time we are engaged in on-

going conversations as a staff 

and with colleagues at other 

area parishes.  We are look-

ing to the guidelines set forth 

by the U.S. Centers for Dis-

ease Control and the state Department of Public Instruction, as well as 

policies put in place by our local schools.  We also need to coordinate 

with Newman Catholic Schools as they implement new cleaning proce-

dures in our facilities. 

 There’s a lot we don’t know at this point.  However, based on 

what little we do know, it seems likely that we’ll adopt a “blended 

learning” model for the upcoming year of Forming Young Disciples.  

Blended learning has been used in many parishes prior to the Covid-19 

experience and it allows for formation both in a gathered setting and as 

a family.  A significant component of Disciple Formation is assisting 

parents to form your children in the faith and to grow as strong Catho-

lic families. 

  Registrations will be coming out in August so please watch for 

those materials and more detailed information in an email.  Ideally, 

we’d have more answers at this point but one of the things the past few 

months have taught us is that things can change and it’s best if we’re 

flexible and willing to adapt.  Hopefully we can count on your patience 

and understanding in the months ahead. 

LOTS OF QUESTIONS REMAIN TO BE ANSWERED 

RACISM: Web site offers assistance in listening & learning 

A 

 page at stanneswausau.org has 

been dedicated to assist in a 

communal, ongoing pursuit of 

conversion and awareness in matters 

of race and racism.  It is inspired by 

the encouragement of Archbishop 

Jose Gomez of Los Angeles who ad-

monished Catholics to listen to others’ 

experiences of racism. 

 The page includes links to valua-

ble articles, reflections and videos re-

garding the personal experiences to 

which Archbishop Gomez referred.  

Those offerings include: 

• A challenging essay by Fr. Bryan 

Massingale that begins, “It’s never 

been easy to be black in America.” 

• A video by a young Franciscan 

priest who acknowledges: “I’m a bit 

racist and so are you.” 

• A captivating presentation of Sister 

Thea Bowman to the U.S. Bishops in 

1989 that begins with the question: 

“What does it mean to be Black in the 

Church and in society.” 

• The U.S. Bishops’ 2018 pastoral let-

ter on race and racism. 

• A letter to white Americans. 

• And, more content is added regular-

ly. 



By John Schmitt 

Disciple Formation Co-Director  

 

I 

n March 2019, in prepara-

tions for last summer’s youth 

mission trip to Topeka, KS, I 

wrote a newsletter article titled 

“Why Can’t the Youth Just 

Serve Here?”  Well, from July 6-

10, that’s what 23 St. Anne 

youth and adults did.  We came 

together in the spirit of service 

for a stay-at-home service expe-

rience.  

 Though the reason for shift-

ing our plans from East Bank, 

WV to Wausau, WI were due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic, the ex-

perience of our youth and 

adults on this at-home experi-

ence was indeed just as mean-

ingful as if we had traveled to 

West Virginia.  However, the 

feedback came back that though 

this week was good and mean-

ingful, it “still wasn’t quite the 

same.”  

What made our week as 

“good as it could have been?” A 

key element I pointed out a year 

ago was that a trip away brings 

on a certain level of isolation.  

Removing the participants from 

what is familiar at home and 

immersing them into a whole 

different environment allows 

them to truly be challenged to 

grow spiritually and closer as a 

group of youth and adults.   

 Just as when we travel 

for a family vacation or a pil-

grimage of faith, we seek new 

places and spaces so as to be 

challenged and to grow and 

learn. Such a change of scenery 

levels the playing field with a 

whole new setting for all partic-

ipants and challenges us to put 

ourselves out there with fellow 

Catholics we have never met 

before.  When your common 

faith is the primary unifying 

factor with someone you have 

just met, that is a mighty good 

place to start!   

 Now, for the at-home 

experience how did we chal-

lenge the youth to grow togeth-

er?  A first step was to look 

carefully at our lists of partici-

pants to make sure best friends 

were not in the same crews.  As 

is the case for our own families, 

growth in faith as a family takes 

deliberate action and common 

challenge for each other.  So too 

was it last week for the youth to 

consciously choose to grow to-

gether and put aside pre-

conceived notions of each other.  

Growing in deliberate commu-

nity takes work; not only did 

we do the service work, we also 

did the community work as 

well! 

 A huge “win” for last week 

was helping our youth see the 

needs right here in our Wausau 

community.  Our partnership 

with Ghidorzi Foundation to 

help pull off a belated Green 

and Clean event for trash pick-

up in the area truly was a great 

need to help brighten up our 

local area by picking up trash.  

Additionally, helping at Monk 

Botanical Gardens and Good 

News helped these great organ-

izations get a “leg up” with a 

simple spruce-up in order to 

allow visitors to these organiza-

tions to appreciate the goodness 

of God’s creation.  

 As always, thank you for 

your support of the ongoing 

and truly impactful youth mis-

sion trip ministry of St. Anne 

Parish! Fingers crossed, and 

hoping for the best, we have our 

eyes set on another trip to truly 

be immersed into the spirit of 

service and Christian communi-

ty July 10-17, 2021 in Grand 

Rapids, MI. More info and reg-

istration will be coming out 

soon, and maybe we’ll even be 

able to resume our cinnamon 

roll sales.  

STAYING HOME 

Well, We Can Serve 

Here Too!  

(and we did) 



ST. ANNE PARISH 

700 W. Bridge St. 

Wausau WI 54401 

 

Electronic Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Wausau WI 

Permit No. 467 

MASS IN CHURCH & ON-LINE 

Lord’s Day Mass is celebrated every weekend at St. Anne 

Parish.  You can participate in church, there are details in 

the column at left, or on-line.  Either way, we look for-

ward to “seeing” you at Mass. 

NORMAL | from Page 1 

 The Church and its parishes become settled in certain patterns, traditions, 

ways of doing and being.  Its members sit in the same pew, its pastors follow famil-

iar patterns and scripts, its calendars look pretty similar from year to year.  We 

would not be alone in liking to do things “the same way.”  Which, to the earlier 

reference to Jesus, is problematic when it comes to discipleship, in terms of how 

we worship and how we live and serve. 

 A parishioner sent me an email last month in which she talked about “a new 

normal.”  She mentioned a friend in Washington, D.C. who expressed frustration 

with the Catholic Church already trying to go back to an “old normal.”  The friend 

“expressed that now was clearly an opportunity to not return to the old but pave a 

new way.  I don't know what that looks like.  But I have been considering how, at 

St Anne’s, can we pave a new way of worship, social justice, outreach?” 

 As our fellow parishioner observed, in the midst of this as we are, it’s hard to 

know “what that looks like,” what a new normal might be.  However, it’s certainly 

an opportunity worth pursuing — whatever it is.  TL 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

AS WE RETURN TO MASS 

♦ Mass is at 4 p.m. and 9:30 a.m. 

until further notice. 

♦ Pre-registration is necessary and 

begins at 9 a.m. each Wednesday 

at stanneswausau.org. If you don’t 

have internet access, you can call 

715.849.3930. 

♦ The obligation to attend Mass is 

suspended indefinitely, especially 

for those older than 65 and with 

underlying health conditions.  

People with any symptoms of ill-

ness are asked to stay home. 

♦ An on-line presentation of Mass 

is continuing.  A link to each 

week’s Mass is emailed to parish-

ioners early Saturday evening.  

Mass also can be viewed at 

stannnewausau.org and St. Anne 

Parish on Facebook and YouTube. 

♦ Please try to arrive 10 minutes 

before Mass begins to allow for 

seating. 

♦ Worshipers enter through the 

main (west) entrance.  Church 

doors open at 3:30 p.m. and  

 9 a.m. 

♦ Masks are necessary to provide 

a safe environment for those who 

choose to be present at Mass.  

Please bring your own mask, alt-

hough masks also are available. 

Masks are removed only to re-

ceive communion. 

♦ Honoring physical distancing 

guidelines helps to provide a safe 

experience.   

♦ Because of attendance limits 

Welcome Ministers will direct wor-

shipers to seats so that we can 

maintain safety and most efficient-

ly fill the limited space available. 

♦ If you have hand sanitizer, 

please bring it. Hand sanitizer sta-

tions also are located in various 

parts of the church. 

♦ The Blood of Christ cannot be 

offered at this time.  Those receiv-

ing the Body of Christ are asked 

to receive it in the hand. 

♦ St. Anne procedures coincide 

with diocesan, state, federal and 

local public health guidelines. 

REMINDERS OF HOW WE COMMUNICATE 

♦ Email is our primary means of communication, including a Quick Things Video 

update on Wednesday or Thursday, which includes an update on what’s happening 

in the parish, and an email on Saturday with a link with that week’s Mass, a worship 

aid link and other news.  If you’re not getting these emails, that’s because we proba-

bly don’t have your address.  Let us know at mail@stanneswausau.org. 

♦ Our web site — stanneswausau.org — is updated regularly. 

♦ Newsletters such as this are offered occasionally as a means to connect with the 

entire parish. 

♦ The weekly bulletin/worship aid is available at church and through the web site. 


