
TIME 

Experiencing Advent  

amid a Covid fog 

 

T 

ime is always an issue with Advent.  

It’s a blessing and a curse.  Maybe 

that’s always 

true, and maybe that’s 

the point. 

 Time is a blessing 

of Advent in that the 

season is meant to give 

us time, or for us to 

take time.  Time to be 

silent, to wait, to be 

patient, to be watchful, 

to wonder.  

 Time is a blessing 

of Advent because of the undercurrent 

running through its days.  The awareness 

that it’s into the realm of human time and 

space that God was born, that God inter-

rupted our human experience.  Christ was 

born in time.  The mystery of God is given 

flesh and blood, cries and cooing in a 

damp, drafty manger.  In a particular 

place and time. 

 Advent time is somewhat imprecise.  

The beginning of our waiting varies from 

year to year depending on how we count 

four Sundays from a rather arbitrary date 

in late December.  It could be four weeks, 

or three weeks and a day.  Regardless, it 

seems, there’s never enough –  time. 

 Therein lies the curse.  Advent is 

fraught with expectations, demands, du-

ties that all too often interfere, that defer 

too much of our time and attention, that 

deviate from the potential of this time, the 

blessing that better focused time might  
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A 

n expanded Mass sched-

ule, including an online 

livestream, will be offered 

to celebrate Christmas in the 

midst of the Covid pandemic. 

 While attendance at each 

Mass will be limited, offering 

more opportunities for worship 

will allow a greater number of 

people to gather in relatively 

safe circumstances to celebrate 

the Nativity.  An expanded 

schedule, however, is not 

meant to suggest that people 

should come to Mass if they are 

concerned about the risk of do-

ing so.  Indeed, public health 

professionals have encouraged 

people to stay home as the inci-

dence of Covid-19 accelerates.  

 The 6 p.m. Mass on Christ-

mas Eve will be livestreamed at 

stanneswausau.org. 

 Registration for Christmas 

liturgies is essential.  Attendance 

will be limited, as is already true 

on Sundays, and seating may be 

determined in advance for opti-

mum efficiency.  Online and 

phone registration begins Dec. 1 

and ends Dec. 21.  Flexibility in 

choosing among the Masses will 

be helpful. 

 As is true whenever we gath-

er in public places, participants 

will be required to wear masks.  

There will be minimal singing by 

the assembly because of the po-

tential risk of emitting infectious 

particles, which is greater when 

singing than speaking.  There will 

still, however, be a festive nature 

to the celebration!  

 If the number of people seek-

ing to attend Mass exceeds avail-

able space, overflow seating may 

be offered in McKillip Hall with 

the Mass streamed on a large 

screen, and communion offered.  

 The schedule was deter-

mined following an on-line sur-

vey in which 230 parishioners 

participated.  Fifty-nine percent 

of respondents said they were 

likely to attend a Christmas Mass, 

which is greater than the 49 per-

cent who said they have resumed 

attending Sunday Mass. 

AN EXPANDED SCHEDULE TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS SAFELY�

Fr. Tom’s 

Note 

�

CHRISTMAS 

Celebrating the  

Solemnity of the 

Nativity of the Lord 

 

2P Christmas Eve 

 

4P Christmas Eve 

 

6P Christmas Eve 

Livestream at stanneswausau.org 

 

8P Christmas Eve 

 

9:30A Christmas Day 



MANY OF US LONG FOR THE DAY when we can gather 

again for Mass in church. However, it is important that we still 

continue to worship. What does this look like for my family with-

out attending in person? What can we do to make the experience 

more meaningful from our homes? Are we making a commit-

ment to celebrate Mass at home each week?  

 If you have not made this a priority, the First Sunday of Ad-

vent, Nov. 29, offers the opportunity of a fresh start. Since 

March, St. Anne has offered Mass online and will continue to do 

so. You can access the livestream at stanneswausau.org, as well 

as in a weekly email to all parishioners and on Facebook. We 

encourage you to take this opportunity to begin joining us for 

Mass - for the first time - or perhaps re-examining the manner in 

which you and your family gather at home to celebrate Mass. 

The guide below will help you worship as the Domestic Church 

with the Parish Church.  

 As Christians have always done, it is important that we set 

aside time each week to pray together as a community.  

CAMERAS: Improving Mass online  

B 

y the time Christmas Eve Mass is livestreamed on the 

parish web site, two cameras 

will be installed in church specif-

ically for that purpose.  They 

will replace several cell-phone 

and tablet cameras that have 

been cobbled together to provide 

the online Mass, which St. Anne 

has offered since March 22.   

 John Schmitt, co-director of disciple formation, has tak-

en on significant video production duties to facilitate the live-

stream.  The permanent cameras, as well as audio enhance-

ments, will reduce the time and effort involved in the live-

stream and enhance the overall technical quality of 

the broadcast.  The cameras were purchased with 

capital campaign funds dedicated for renovation to 

the church; that overall project that has been delayed 

because of the pandemic. 

 The livestream has become an essential means 

of sharing Lord’s Day worship with parishioners 

during the Covid-19 pandemic, and will continue to 

offer a significant connection with parishioners 

whose health or physical limitations prevent them from be-

ing present at Mass. 
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bring. 

 And, what do we make of Ad-

vent time in these days in which all 

time seems distorted.  These days 

of pandemic in which, as I’ve sug-

gested in jest, every days seems 

like Thursday and every month 

seems like March; in which some-

thing that happened last Tuesday 

seems like it occurred two months 

ago; in which beginnings and end-

ings are arbitrary and imprecise; in 

which time coalesces, or dissemi-

nates, into one big Covid fog. 

 Which might be just right for 

Advent.  Certainly not the Advent 

to which we’re accustomed, the 

season that culminates with gather-

ings and celebrations, but rather 

the time that’s always carried with 

it a certain sense of ambivalence 

and even lament.  The time in 

which we’ve heard, if listening 

closely, of lonely exile, death’s 

dark shadow and sad divisions, of 

verities we’ve known now shaken 

and untrue.          

  What we’ll discover in the 

blessing and curse of Advent time 

this year, is the stark, enduring na-

ture of Advent.  That the time can-

not so easily be confined to a se-

ries of four Sundays and a few 

days.  Advent is not resolved and 

forgotten in a flurry of twinkling 

lights and angelic choirs.  It contin-

ues.  Similarly, we admit with resig-

nation, our time of pandemic and 

precaution does not follow a set 

schedule, there is no clear end 

date. 

  But it will.  The time of pan-

demic will end.  So, too, ultimately, 

will our Advent time.  But not on a 

date marked on the calendar.  Ra-

ther, on a day and at a time we 

cannot anticipate.  And possibly at 

a moment beyond our human 

measuring of time.  God’s time is 

likely quite different from our own.   

 “We live always during Ad-

vent,” wrote the French theologian 

Jean Danielou.  “We are always 

waiting for the messiah to come.  

The messiah has come, but is not 

yet fully manifest.  The messiah is 

not fully manifest in each of our 

souls, not fully manifest in human-

kind as a whole: that is to say, that 

just as Christ was born according 

to the flesh in Bethlehem of Judah, 

so must he be born according to 

the spirit in each of our souls.” 

 Cardinal Danielou continued, 

“Since the coming of Christ goes 

on forever — he is always he who 

is to come in the world and in the 

church.  There is always an Advent 

going on.” 

 It is always Advent time. TL 

ADVENT VESPERS & VOICES ON THURSDAYS 

Advent scripture, song and silence, as well as the preaching of “Voices in the Wilderness” will be 

featured in online prayer services known as “Vespers” at 6:30 p.m. on the Thursdays of Advent, Dec. 

3, 10 and 17.  Vespers will be livestreamed at stanneswausau.org.  A link also will be sent with each 

week’s Quick Things video update.  

 Guest preachers will be the “Voices in the Wilderness” focusing their  homilies on an Advent 

figure of their choosing: 

◊ Fr. Andre Weller will preach Dec. 3.   A Capuchin-Franciscan, he is the brother of St. Anne parish-

ioner, Bob Weller.  His focus: Blessed Solanus Casey, also a Capuchin. 

◊ Lee Ann Lella, St. Anne’s co-director of Disciple Formation, will preach Dec. 10. Her focus: St. Eliz-

abeth. 

◊ Bishop William Callahan, our bishop, will preach Dec. 17. His focus: St. Joseph. 

 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS GIFT CARD GIVING 

Throughout Advent and Christmas parishioners are encouraged to donate gift cards, which will 

be given to St. Vincent de Paul to share in their outreach to individuals and families in need.  

Cards are requested for Kwik Trip, Pick ’n’ Save, Walgreens and Trigs valued at $5 to $25.  Donations can be 

mailed or dropped at the parish office, or put in the collection basket at Mass.   Cards will be accepted until Jan. 

10, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  This will replace Share Sunday collections in December and January. 

 

CELEBRATING RECONCILIATION 

The sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered every Saturday of Advent at 9 a.m.   Reconciliation also will be 

celebrated from 5 to 6 p.m. Wednesday Dec. 2, 9, 16 and 23.  While usually celebrated in the Reconciliation 

Room near the south exit of church, individuals can request moving to a more open spot in the church. 

 

LITTLE BLUE BOOKS  

The Little Blue Book offers a daily reflection on the Sunday gospels of Advent and Christmastime, as well as 

information about Catholic and Christmas traditions.  Pick up your copy in the church entrance or the Little 

Free Library, just outside the main entrance.  If you’d prefer to get a copy in the mail, contact the parish office. 
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GENEROSITY 

Contributions rooted 

in hope & gratitude 

First of all, a word of thanks for 

those parishioners who have al-

ready responded to the recent 

“Hope & Gratitude” letter sent to 

all parishioners.  Updates on this 

special giving will be 

shared in the bulletin. 

 For other parish-

ioners, this is a re-

minder to consider a 

one-time, extra gift to 

the parish.  In part, 

this would help to 

recover nearly $75,000 

in fund-raising reve-

nue lost with the can-

cellation of Lenten 

fish fries and St. Anne 

Fest in June, as well as a slight de-

cline in weekly giving since the 

pandemic began last spring. 

 This message is not intended 

for parishioners already enduring 

significant financial burden and 

uncertainty because of Covid-19. 

 For others, however, a contri-

bution of whatever amount will be 

appreciated, and is a definite cause 

for HOPE and GRATITUDE!  You 

can contribute at stanneswausau.org 

or donations can be mailed, drop-

ped at the office or brought to 

Mass. 

 

Actions prompted by 

Covid-19 surge 

The ongoing increase in Covid-19 

cases and the encouragement from 

public health officials for people to 

stay home have prompted two 

significant changes in parish life 

through at least Dec. 31: 

• The parish office will be closed, 

although staff will be readily 

available by email and phone. 

• The Wednesday night Forming 

Young Disciples program has 

been moved online. 

 In addition, those in at-risk 

groups of age and medical condi-

tion are encouraged to take into 

account current conditions in de-

termining whether it is advisable 

to attend Mass in person. 

ON SALE: Nativity scenes 

made from Bethlehem wool  

S 

ome beautiful items made in Bethle-

hem will be on sale in upcoming 

weeks in the Gathering Space of the 

church.  Items will be on sale before and 

after weekend Masses.  Because the parish 

office is closed due to Covid precautions, 

sales during the week can be arranged by 

calling the office to make an appointment. 

 The items include Christmas decora-

tions and Nativity scenes in three sizes made 

from felted wool by the L’Arche community 

in Bethlehem.  L’Arche is an international 

series of communities bringing together intel-

lectually disabled people working and cele-

brating life alongside people without these 

disabilities. 

 The Bethlehem community attempts to sustain itself by making and selling these 

crafts, but because of Covid there are no pilgrims coming to Bethlehem and so no 

regular means of income.  Fr. Tom Krieg, pastor of St. James Parish in Eau Claire 

and a native of St. Anne’s, became familiar with L’Arche Bethlehem while on sabbati-

cal in the Holy Land last fall.   

 Here’s one amazing thing to consider about the felted wool from which these 

items are made: The wool comes from Bethlehem sheep — descendants, no doubt, 

of the sheep whose breath warmed the infant Jesus.  

Advent begins this weekend 

We begin to prepare the way of the Lord with Mass this weekend at 4 p.m. 

Saturday and 9:30 a.m. Sunday.  The 4 p.m. Mass is livestreamed at 

stanneswausau.org, which is where you also can register for in-person Mass. 


