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APRIL 19,  2020�

2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER�DIVINE MERCY�

 P A R I S H �
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MISSION STATEMENT�

We the parish family of Sacred Heart, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit seek 

to bring all to a fuller understanding of God’s love by teaching, praying, witness-

ing for Christ and service to one another. Through the sharing of our time, talents, 

and treasures, we shall build up the body of Christ in our local parish, deanery, 

archdiocese and the world.�

Second Sunday of  Easter 

� A person was going through a 

very dark time, questioning the mean-

ing of life, not feeling very purposeful 

or worthwhile, and feeling disconnect-

ed and unappreciated. Suddenly, they 

gazed up at the night sky, found them-

selves in awe of all the stars and con-

stellations, and exclaimed, “I am here 

on purpose and I am loved!” Having 

been brought by God to this moment 

of intense connection and awareness, 

his life changed from that moment on.         

� If we are always preoccupied 

with the challenges, obligations, and 

stuff of daily life, we can easily miss 

the wonderful opportunities when the 

resurrected Christ is knocking at our 

door. If we open ourselves to the full-

ness of experience, we will find our-

selves listening and embracing all that 

is around us, being caught up in the 

magnificence of creation’s grandeur 

and knowing in our heart and soul that 

God is and I am.  While that sounds 

like a simple, tell�me�something�I 

don’t�know kind of revelation, it is 

life changing when it takes root in the 

depth of a person’s soul. Stumbling 

upon this awesome truth and internal-

izing it doesn’t require an assent of 

the mind. It beckons for a claim on 

our soul. We find ourselves knowing 

something profound that cannot be 

explained or reasoned, but purely is. 

When we are caught up in an experi-

ence and encounter the truth, it 

doesn’t matter how all of the pieces 

got put together. Truth is simply truth. 

The “my Lord and my God” respons-

es we utter are not evoked because all 

of the pieces of faith and life make 

reasonable sense. The “my Lord and 

my God” affirmations come when we 

are lifted up out of our preoccupations 

and silliness and are in the presence of 

mystery and mercy. God is mystery, 

one who is beyond our grasp but at 

the same time within our reach, know-

able yet unknowable. And when in the 

presence of mystery, there comes an 

intense experience of mercy. We 

know deep within the essence of our-

selves � and in the very life of crea-

tion � this beating, unconditionally 

accepting, life�sustaining, profound, 

mysterious yet familiar presence of 

love. We have found our peace. 

“Peace be with you.” Breathe in and 

breathe out. Peace.�

Stewardship Thought�

� “Jesus came and 

stood among them and 

said to them, ‘Peace 

be with you.’”�(John 20:19)�

   Are you good at 

making people feel 

welcome?�When you 

meet someone new, 

like a new neighbor, a 

new work colleague or 

a new parishioner, do 

you make them feel at 

home?�Many of us can 

probably do a much 

better job at this.�When 

we make people feel 

welcome, we make 

them feel like they are 

included instead of be-

ing excluded.�We are 

made for relationships 

� with God and each 

other.��A simple “hello” 

and a smile goes a 

long way.�

Parish Outreach during COVID�19 Crisis�

� Last week we reached out to all active and non�active parishioners through 

a phone call. We would like to thank the 25 people who made the calls.  We 

found that there are many phone numbers that are not working any longer. If 

you did not get a call, maybe that was the case. We want to make sure that if 

there is anything we can do for you during this crisis, we would like to be in 

touch with you and you with us.  Please call the parish office at 636�937�

4662 or e�mail sh324cc@sbcglobal.net to update your information. We hope 

that you are keeping safe. The Archbishop has requested that there be a sus-

pension of public Masses and services until April 30. We will continue to 

open the church from 7 am to 7 pm daily. Keep praying and we will all be 

able to celebrate together soon!�
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Greetings from the Pastor�

Greetings from India.�

� I am sure, you are all staying home as I am since India is 

under a total lockdown; I am stranded here now. Though I am far 

from SHC, my heart is there. I know I belong there.�

� The virus has turned the world upside down; broke eco-

nomic backbones; made people unemployed over night; curtailed 

our freedom of movement, social gatherings, and even public 

practicing of our faith; thousands have been dying each day. I 

hear that it could be worse in the US in the coming weeks. All 

what we can do is to stay away from possibilities; stay home and pray. Please re-

member, the virus does not come to your homes unless you choose to go out and 

contract it. �

� Through this troublesome time �although, it seems to me to be orchestrat-

ed sponsored by someone out there � I was looking at some positives, some les-

sons this virus taught us: It taught us that human life is very fragile, and weak� an 

invisible virus is enough to thwart world order; is able to humble us, make us re-

dundant, make our future uncertain. We, with all our excellences, have been help-

less before this virus; humbled us, reduced us to mere victims. It has brought us 

down on our knees. I recall the words of Italian Prime Minister who said, “We are 

done. We leave it up to God now.” �

� This virus gave us an opportunity to rethink. Many things we thought to 

be inevitable came to be unimportant. Well, it taught us that we could get on with 

life without restaurants, bars, pubs, clubs, theaters and even church… if you 

thought these were unavoidable, now time tells us that these were not. We can lead 

a happy life without any of these. Virus stripped us off many unwanted elements. 

And about not being able to go to church: “A time is coming when you will wor-

ship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. Yet a time is coming 

and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit 

and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks” (John 4:21,23).�

� People who didn’t care to spend time with families are forced to stay 

home. May be, this virus was telling us that our true safety is our own families, 

and people who we should spend our quality time with are our own family mem-

bers. Now, we learned to stay home, spend time with our own family, learn to 

cook at home, and eat at home. Get back to the basics of life! �

� One of the major problems we were dealing with, but without any success 

was the uncontrolled emission of carbon� pollutions of various sort. World leaders 

considered only their own interests and did not agree upon any one solution that 

would reduce carbon emission. Many climate summits were convened without any 

agreement among world leaders. This virus is simply a natural solution to this 

monstrous problem. Total lockdowns like in India alone should reinvigorate moth-

er earth for another 100 years with cleaner environment. Nature takes its own 

course to balance itself. �

� Please be assured of my prayers; you are all in my heart and thoughts.�

With love,  Fr. Mathew �

Pastoral Staff�

Pastor, Rev. Mathew �

Cheruparambil�

E�Mail…...….frmathew@archstl.org�

Deacon, Jerry Stoverink Deacon�

 E�Mail..….jstoverink@sbcglobal.net�

Director of Rel. Ed…... Karen Weber�

 Phone…..636�937�5298…..E�Mail…�

…..kwebersacredheartdre@gmail.com�

Finance Council Chair, Steve Bacon�

E�Mail………...sjbacon@bcd�llc.com �

Parish Offices�

Rectory�����������������������(636) 937�4662�

���(636) 931�5507�

�E�mail�����������sh324cc@sbcglobal.net�

Adoration Chapel������(636) 933�0454�

S.H.U. Learning Center������937�3344�

sacredheartulc.com�

Parish Website: sacredheart�

crystalcity�festus.weconnect.com�

Parish Secretary �

�Office hours�����M�F 8:30 am�4:30 pm�

Eucharistic Celebrations�

Weekend: Saturday 5:00 pm; Sunday 

� 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am�

Weekday: Monday�Thursday 8:00 am; 

(Friday 8:00 am�Communion Service)�

Holy Day: Day 8:00 am, 12:00 noon &   

7:00 pm�

Sacraments�

Reconciliation�

Saturday at 4:00 pm or  by appointment.�

Baptism�

�Held on 2nd and 4th Sunday of each 

month following the 11:00 am Mass.�

�Baptism is an introduction to the Catho-

lic way of life, attendance at Sunday 

Mass is an obligation which is not taken 

lightly. Baptism preparation will be held 

on the 1st Monday of each month. Call to 

register for Baptism preparation and Bap-

tisms (636�937�4662). �

Marriage�

�Preparation class must begin at least six 

months in advance of date of marriage. 

Make an appointment with the priest or 

the deacon.�

Communion Calls�

� If you are unable to come to Mass for 

several weeks due to illness, contact the 

Parish Office for a visit.�

Perpetual Adoration Chapel�

�Open twenty four hours a day in the 

Convent Chapel. If interested contact the 

Parish Office (636) 937�4662.�

PSR Classes�

Held at school every Wednesday evening 

during school year from 6:40�8:00 pm.�

Bulletin Deadline�

�Announcements must be turned in to 

Parish Office by Sunday evening. �

Staff & Parish Info�
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Job Opening for Secretary�

  Sacred Heart has an opening for a Sec-

retary in the parish office. Must know 

Microsoft Word, Excel and Publisher. 

Knowledge of Quickbooks helpful. 30�

35 hours per week with benefits. We 

say goodbye to Lisa who was with us 

for 4 years and did a wonderful job.�

� If you are interested, please e�mail 

resume and any questions to the parish 

at sh324cc@sbcglobal.net.�

  �We will welcome Tina Weber on 

May 1 as she begins training as Secre-

tary/Bookkeeper. Tina is a Sacred Heart 

Parishioner and just became a new 

grandma to twins at the end of March.�

We continue to pray for all those 

affected by COVID�19 and look for-

ward to celebrating together again 

soon.  Jesus, Mary and Joseph�Pray 

for us!�

Our Deepest Sympathy�

  Please pray for the repose of the 

souls of Joseph Sauer and Trey 

Krodinger, son of Todd and Becky 

Teer. Please remember them and 

their families in your prayers.�

�

Don’t forget to turn in your 

Rice Bowl! Bring to church or 

the office!�



Pray For Our Sick: Your  prayers are requested for  the sick of the 

Parish. Please remember the many people who are suffering with cancer 

and various other illnesses in the hospitals, the Nursing Homes, as well as 

at home and also remember all those of the parish who are pregnant that 

they will have a safe delivery and a healthy baby.  Prayer Requests: �

N e w s  &  N o t e s �
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Agnes Baker�

Kevin Blechle�

Ann Boyer�

Brenda Boyer�

Mary Breitbarth�

Kristen Brewer�

Carolyn Bridges�

Frances Burch�

Theresa Carr�

Elizabeth Cobb�

Francis Coleman�

Chloe DeClue�

Jonie DeClue�

Betty Dobs�

Phyllis Elsworth�

Steve Figge�

Wanda Figge�

Wilfred Figge�

Michael Foley�

Ruth Fox�

Michael  Frey�

Larry Goff�

Steve Gordon�

Nicholas Green�

Al & Joyce Guenther�

Anne Harney�

Lori Hassel�

Mary Hill�

Phyllis Hill�

Shari, Bert & �

� Andrea Horn�

Steve Jennings�

Mike Johnson�

Marilyn Juncker�

Carol Kaltenbronn�

Carol Kestermont�

Bill Krey�

Brent Laidlaw�

Patrick Linderer, Sr. �

Linn Martin�

Donnell Meyer�

Dorothy Meyer�

Ethel Meyer�

Ruth Ann Meyer�

Carol Turgeon�

� Miller�

Joshua Miller�

Cerita Munshaw�

John & James Norris�

Paul Ogle�

Jax Okenfuss�

Ed Peterein�

Carolyn Pool�

Kathleen Portell�

Geralyn Prior�

Prosser Family�

Kathy Robertson�

Lynette Sarrentino�

Melissa Secrease�

Alice Stubits�

Juanita Swyers�

Rita Thuesen�

Merrily Varone�

Leah Broyles Vogt�

Henry Walker�

Patty & Greg Ward�

Jordan Weber�

Robert Weber�

Stella Weidenbenner�

Ken Werner�

Chuck Yount�

�

PLEASE NOTE: If a name has been on for a long time, it may be taken off 

to make room for others who are seriously ill.�

Your Gift of Treasure�

Week of April 12, 2020�

Envelopes Mailed……………….�629�

Envelope Gifts…………..  $5,861.00�

    Number of Envelopes…..…….  96�

Online Gifts……………….$1,979.00�

    Number of Online Donations…..43�

Loose………………….…….$    0.00�

No Scrip Order this week. �

SVDP Rummage Sale Update�

� The St. Vincent de Paul had 

planned to have their Annual Rum-

mage Sale on May 1 and 2.  Unfor-

tunately it looks like that will be 

postponed to an unknown date. 

They still hope to have it this sum-

mer so clean out your closets and 

basements and put the items aside 

until the sale since there is no 

where to store the items at the par-

ish. Watch the bulletin and website 

for more information. �
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636-937-6942 – Over 40 Years! 
boneheatingandcooling.com

F.W. Harter
Plumbing

Plumbing • Heating • Pool Supplies
Since 1911 • Parishioner

937-4664
533 Bailey Road • Crystal City, Missouri

Rosie’s 
Hair Creations

937-5600
ROSIE JOHNSTON

236 MAIN STREET, FESTUS

TUES.-FRI., SAT. BY APPOINTMENT
$5.00 off perm for new customers

BOB TIPTON, Agent
1330 YMCA Dr.,

Festus, MO 63028-2659

Bus (636) 937-5544 Res (636) 937-8181
www.bobtiptonagency.com

Dine In • Carry Out

Pogolino’s 
     Pizza

29 Main Street 
937-6600

Mon - Wed Special!  Buy one Pizza Get second 1/2 off

 

IN IMPERIAL
Rodney & Mary Thompson 

636-464-9276

MONUMENT and STONE

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES  
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

Ricky Watson

1000 N. Truman Blvd, Unit B
Crystal City, MO 

636-937-2904

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
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Jason Fish, D.D.S. 
Hillsboro Dental, L.L.C.

#4 Hickory Ridge Road, Suite 100
Hillsboro, MO 63050

Phone: 636.789.3997
Fax: 636-789-3935

Festus                         DeSoto

“Full Service Floor Covering Store”
2323 Hwy 67, Festus

937-2400 or 931-0910
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-4

hopkinsfloorco.com

Council 1230
Meeting  

2nd Tuesday 7:30
Fish Fry 1st Friday

New Members Welcome
937-8138

(636) 931-9066 • Fax (636) 937-2019
sgreco@platinumhc.net
www.festusmanor.com

627 Westwood South Drive • Festus, MO

The Highest Standard of  Professional Nursing Care

ELIZABETH R. FASSLER 
D.D.S., P.C.

412 W. MAIN STREET
FESTUS, MO 63028

Phone: (636) 937-5118
Fax: 636-937-3643

office@fasslerdental.com

 Crystal City Kirkwood
 (636) 937-8855 (314) 863-8888

www.PremiereEye.com
Bringing Your World Into Focus

Sacred Heart Ursuline
Learning Center

For children ages 3 to 5
Open Mon. thru Fri.

6:30 am to 5pm
Call 636-937-3344 for info.

(636) 937-0245 or (800) 829-0257
www.judy’sflowerbasket.com

202 Main St. Festus MO 63028

Propst Auto Service, Inc.
COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE 
301 North Mill • Festus, MO 

937-8647
Certified Mechanics • MO. INSPECTION

Owners: 
DENNIS CORDRAY - DONALD GRAHAM - DEREK WADE

636-937-2578
Fixed Right, Fixed Fast or it’s Free

AAA PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Powerwashing & Mildew Removal
Specializing in Staining Cedar

& Log Homes, Decks, etc.
Residential/Commercial

Free Estimates • 30+ Years Experience
GARY NAUCKE - INSURED

636-937-2130

No Insurance Necessary at:

McCullough Eyecare
Discounted Packages Available

Jarod L. McCullough, O.D.
www.mccullougheyecare.com 

202 Walnut Street • 636-937-3130

Crystal Coin & Jewelers 

Buying & Selling since 1946 
Jewelry, Silver, Gold, Bullion Coins

Jewelry & Watch Repairs

636-937-5017
521 Bailey Rd. • Crystal City, MO

Brad & Phyllis Basler

O’Fallon 636-379-1333 
Chesterfield 636-536-5158 
Wentzville 636-332-5524 
St. Peters 636-875-1277 

South County 314-677-3030 
Festus 636-931-8000

 
Oral Surgery 
Wisdom Teeth Removal 
Extractions - Impactions 
Dental Implants - Anesthesia 
Reconstructive Surgery 

636-933-5000

WWW.LUCASSMITH.COM

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

101 S. Truman Blvd. • Crystal City, MO 
636-937-6232

Hours: 11:00am-9:00p | Monday-Sunday

300 Autumn Ridge Drive Herculaneum, MO
Tel: (636) 931-8400

Herculaneum’s Premiere 

Independent Living and 

Residential Care Community


