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SPIRITUAL ADOPTION PROGRAM 2020 FOR SAINT JEROME FAMILY 

Children, youth and adults are participating in this program that started in January 

2020, where participants pledged to pray for 40 weeks for the safety of an unborn baby 

which they name. While this child remains unknown to us, God knows him or her. 

During the 40 weeks, updates on the development of this child are posted in the 

bulletin and in October 2020 the Social Concerns Committee will have a baby  shower 

collecting gifts that will be donated to Hope Center in Mayfield. 

 

OUTDOOR NATIVITY SCENE CONTEST 

The 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Council #1418 

sponsored an outdoor nativity scene contest to promote a 

visible profession of faith during the Christmas season. 

The nativity scenes had to remain in the participants yard 

till January 6, 2020. A photo was submitted to the Parish 

Office of each nativity scene. The winners of $50 were 

Alton and Nanette Burgess, LaVerne Elliott, Barbara 

Page and Denis and Denise Wilson. Congratulations! 

 

DAY OF PRAYER 

St. Jerome held a Holy Hour for Life on January 

22, 2020. Prayers were said for the right to life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness for every human being 

from conception to natural death and an offering 

sacrifice was made for the grace of conversion. 

 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 

St. Jerome joined the Hope Center to help change 

lives through their 

annua l  Baby 

Bottle Fundraiser. 

Thank you to all 

who participated.  

P i c t u r e d  i s 

Jackson, Director 

of the Hope 

Center, picking 

up the totes of 

baby bottles filled 

with money for 

this very worthy 

cause. 
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 

The youth collected over $1,000 and 800+ 

can goods in February in conjunction with 

many other churches and communities all 

across the United Stated. This annual service 

project was first initiated at our parish by 

Sister Elaine Byrne. The can goods were 

donated to the Needline Food Pantry in 

Mayfield, KY. Thank you to those who 

donated. Pictured are some of the youth who 

participated in collecting can goods. 

 

KOINONIA #19 

“Be Not Afraid” was the theme for this three 

day retreat held at St. Jerome on February 7—9, 2020.  There were 22 participants.  

 

LAZARUS RETREAT 

 This retreat is an intentional 

invitation to life in Christ. 

Participants journeyed through the 

story of the raising of Lazarus, to 

truly see what it means to be dead in 

this world and called to life in Jesus. 

The retreat was held at Gasper River 

on February 14—16, 2020. Addie 

and Brooke Wilson were on the 

team and Natalie Elder and Macy 

Elder participated. The St. Jerome 

Parish members were asked to sign up for an hour of prayer during the 

retreat and/or to write notes or letters to the participants. These messages 

were presented to them at the weekend Masses of February 23-24, 2020.  

 

MEN’S PRAYER AND STUDY GROUP 

 Fr. Darrell has begun holding a monthly meeting for men ages 18—102 to 

pray, talk about topics of interest, share faith and spiritual journeys, and 

shoot the bull. The first one was held on February 20, 2020, with about 30 

in attendance. These meetings will be held the third Thursday of each 

month. 

 

LENT 

 St. Jerome celebrated Ash Wednesday Mass on February 26, 2020. Some activities offered 

during the Lenten season were 1) small group discussion of the book “Live Lent”; 2) book study 

on Facebook live to discuss the book “No Greater Love” A biblical Walk through Christ’s 

Passion”; 3) Faith Sharing on the Sunday Gospels on Sunday mornings; 4) Stations of the Cross 

on Wednesday evenings; 5) rosary at the Grotto on Sunday evenings; 6) adorations on 

Wednesday afternoon; and 7) reflective prayer from books made available in church. 



3 

 

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

 Parish Religious Education students have been preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation. They began 

preparation in January 2020 with teachers Evan and Natalie Elder, Chris and Shannon McLeary and Sister 

Martha Keller. Shown below  are pictures from their sessions, a soup and sandwich mixer for Villa Madonna 

residents and the Confirmation retreat held in Owensboro, KY. 
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SACRAMENT OF FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

 The Parish Religious Education 2nd grade students have been preparing for the Sacrament of First 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. They celebrated their First Reconciliation on Sunday, March 8, 2020, 

at St. Jerome Church. Families were invited to participated in this celebration as well. Students were to find their 

sheep on the altar after receiving the Sacrament. A reception followed in the Parish Center. Thank you to 

catechists Courtney Atkins and Georgia Morganti. Also thanks to Joyce Toon for decorating and for Karen Goff 

for cupcakes, cookies and punch at the reception. 

   A n n a  R o s e 

Buckman moved to 

the Villa Madonna 

thanks to the Knights 

o f  C o l u m b u s 

members and those  

pictured here: Freddy 

Wi l s on ,  G l enn 

W i l s o n ,  E dd i e 

P e n d e l ,  A l t o n 

Burgess,  Timmy 

Hobbs, Raymond 

Hayden, Dennis 

Wilson and Tommy Ballard. 
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Middle School lesson on “The Church is Apostolic”  Emilie Williams is pictured 

reading the Nicene Creed to the class. 

 

Photos from Middle School Fun Night. 

Congratulations to the High School Seniors from St. Jerome Parish.  

*Julia Barnett, daughter of Tony & April Barnett 

*Isaac Carrico, son of Russ & Ellen Carrico 

*Kennady Dowdy, daughter of Todd & Keri Dowdy 

*Haley Feezor, daughter of Tracy Dunaway 

*Cody Hobbs, son of Mark & Missy Hobbs 

*Ethan Jenkins, son of Josh & Holly Jenkins 

*Garrett Matheny, son of Tim & Kathy Matheny 

*Emma Purcell, daughter of Matt & Shanda 

Purcell 

*Kori Redden, daughter of Josh & Kristi Redden 

*Travis Rotolo, son of Paul & Jennifer Rotolo 

*Karly Sasseen, daughter of Danny & April 

Sasseen 

*Abby Seavers, daughter of Eric & Kim Seavers 

*Parker Thompson, son of Mark & Mandy 

Thompson 

*Hannah Williams, daughter of Tim & Taress 

Williams 

 

Congratulations to the College graduates from St. Jerome Parish. 

*Zach Barnett, son of Tony & April Barnett 

*John Elder, son of Jimmy & Cynthia Elder 

*Katie Elder, daughter of Jimmy & Cynthia Elder 

*Meredith Fickey, daughter of Don & Marian Fickey 

*Claire Thomas Heath, daughter of Steven Thomas and Cindy Thomas 

*Rylee Carrico Roberts, daughter of Russ & Ellen Carrico 

*Allie Seavers, daughter of Eric & Kim Seavers 

*Kimberly Thomas, daughter of Steve & Jessica Thomas 

*Lindsay Thomas, daughter of Richard & Kim Thomas 

Graduates Walk @ Church 
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My Soul Magnifies the Lord 

Celebrating 50 Years in Carmel 

Sister Rita Therese (Hayden), O.C.D. 

 

With Mary my heart sings, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.  My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 

Fifty years ago I entered the congregation of the Carmelite Sisters of the Most Sacred Heart of Los Angeles. 

However, the call came long before that. Jesus tells His disciples, “It is not you who chose Me, but I who chose 

you” (John 15:16). The call to the religious life to this particular community came before I was even born. From all 

eternity God called me to follow Him more closely in this way of life. And to whom He gives the call, He gives the 

grace. Only by His grace have I persevered. I can do nothing good without Him. Please join me in thanking and 

praising God for the incomparable gift of my Carmelite vocation! 

So how did God prepare me and reveal His call to me? He began by planting me in the fertile soil of a small 

Catholic farming community, known as Fancy Farm in which the church and the school was the center of our lives. 

I was so richly blessed to have parents, Bennett and Catherine (Thompson) Hayden, who taught my brother, Bobby, 

and sisters, Sheila, Janice, Ruthie and I, more by example than by word, the love of God and neighbor and devotion 

to the Eucharist and Mary. I fondly and gratefully remember attending Sunday Mass regularly with my family from 

the time I was a young child thanks to our devout parents. However, due to my dad feeding the animals, almost 

every Sunday we arrived late to Mass, and without fail, dad would lead us all the way up to the third pew at the 

front of the church, which was a bit embarrassing. Best of all for me as a child, though, was that Sunday was a day 

of rest on which no work was done. Being hard-working farmers for six days of the week, I really looked forward to 

Sundays! God really knew what He was doing when He created the world in six days and then rested on the seventh 

day and He commands us to do the same. He knows we need a day to rest in Him and with our families. I always 

loved going to Mass, even as a very young child, even though I did not understand the Mass since in those days it 

was celebrated in Latin. I was touched by the sense of the mystery of the divine. 

St. Jerome School, grades one through twelve, was staffed by the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth. At some point to 

my understanding, the school was sold to the state, but the Sisters were allowed to remain, which was a huge 

blessing to us to be taught by the Sisters. My classmates and I had the Sisters as our teachers in every grade except 

seventh grade.   

The first time the idea of a vocation to the religious life came up was in fourth grade when Sister asked the boys 

how many wanted to become priests and they all raised their hands. Then she asked the girls how many wanted to 

become a Sister and we all raised our hands. So the seed was planted. Every weekday we attended Mass before 

school and also had the sacrament of confession available to us. After I did become a Carmelite Sister, and was sent 

into teaching for most of my religious life I would tell the students that I should already be a saint because I had 

been blessed to attend Mass almost every day of my life and to receive the sacrament of confession. I have come to 

understand that becoming a saint is the work of a lifetime; some do achieve it quickly, like my patron, St. Therese; 

for others it takes longer. I am one of the longer ones. I am still working on it.   

In what I have shared with you I just want to thank God for the solid foundation I received from my family, 

Church and school in Fancy Farm. I thank God for all the priests, Sisters, relatives, friends and neighbors who 

helped to form me and prepare me to answer God’s call which is a pure gift from Him, totally unmerited, and He 

does indeed choose the weak so that His power may be made known. Please rejoice with me not only for the 50 

years of religious life that I celebrate, but also for those first 18 immensely blessed years of my life and graces that 

prepared me for the call to Carmel  as given to us by our Foundress, Mother Luisita, who united the contemplative 

life of Carmel with the apostolic life. Jesus promises, “Amen, I say to you, there is no one who has given up house 

or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will 

not receive a hundred times more now in this present age: houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 

children and lands, with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come” (Mark 10:29-30). I can tell you that He is 

true to His promises! My sentiments are the same as Mother Luisita who said, “For me, nothing is lacking. I have 

found the fullness of happiness in my Carmelite vocation.” 
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Do let us join in prayer for an increase of fervent vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life. I did not learn until after I made my 

First Profession of Vows that my dad had always prayed that one of 

his children would become a priest or a religious. And to top it off he 

had a special devotion to St. Therese of Lisieux which I never knew 

about.   

All of us are called to be saints, not just religious. And all vocations 

to each state of life need to be supported by prayer. Let us pray for 

one another that each one of us will become the saint that God is 

calling us to be. And let us ask our Blessed Mother, Jesus’ first and 

most perfect disciple, to pray for us. My patron, St. Therese, teaches 

us that one can become a saint by doing the little ordinary things of 

everyday life with great love.   

May our Blessed Mother bless you and cover you with her mantle.��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

BIRTH CONGRATULATIONS 

 

��Nathaniel and Allyson (Elliott) Brown are the proud parents of a daughter, Ellie Marie, born on January 28, 

2020. She was born in Japan. She weighed 8 lbs, 5 oz and was 18 1/2” long.  Ellie is the great-granddaughter 

of David and Susan Newhouse. 

��Macy and Katlynn (Adams) Elder are the proud parents of a daughter, Cambria Adalyn, born on February 9, 

2020. She weighed 7 lbs, 10 oz and was 19” long. 

��Michael and Caitlin (Carrico) Cline are the proud parents of a son, Myles Robert, born 

on February 21, 2020, in New Bern, NC. He weighed 6 lbs, 7 oz. and was 20 1/2” long. 

Proud grandparents are John and Patricia Carrico. 

��Adam and Mary (Elliott) Wilson are the proud parents of a son, Ross Anthony, born on 

February 29, 2020. He weighed  7 lbs, 15 oz. Siblings Addie, Brooke, Blaise and Ellie 

were excited for his arrival. 

��Raymond and Arlena (Barnes) Walker are the proud parents of a daughter, Isabelle 

Levena Jean, born on March 11, 2020. She weighed 7 lbs, 12 oz and was 20” long. 

��Ryan and Christa (Buck) Towery are the proud parents of a son, Jax Ryan, born on April 4, 2020. He weighed 

7 lbs  and was 20.5” long. Big brother, Jase, was excited to meet him. 

 

MARRIAGE CONGRATULATIONS 

 

��Lane and Rylee (Carrico) Roberts were married on February 29, 2020. 
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2020 CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC IN KENTUCKY 

 

The 2019-20 coronavirus pandemic was confirmed to have reached the U.S. state of Kentucky on March 6, 2020, 

when Governor Andy Beshear's office announced the first confirmed case in Lexington and declared a state of 

emergency to ensure all entities have the necessary response resources. This is a respiratory disease. As of May 18, 

2020, 7,935 cases of COVID-19 were confirmed, with 346 deaths. 

The Kentucky government announced a series of restrictions and recommendations in order to help curb the 

spread of the disease. Schools, universities, and a range of businesses were broadly closed to the public. Public 

sporting events were closed or postponed, including the 2020 Kentucky Derby. 

A range of initiatives was put into place, many by executive order, including broader leeway for pharmacists, 

relaxing of standards for unemployment insurance, extensions of Kentucky drivers licenses, the curtailing of non-

essential police services in some areas, and moratoriums on evictions and utility shut-offs. 

 

 

RESPONSE FROM THE DIOCESE OF OWENSBORO 

 

In March public Masses were suspended. On Wednesday, May 20, 2020, the Diocese of Owensboro resumed 

public worship, keeping with the restrictions that were described in the “Guidelines for Resuming Public Liturgies”.  

Bishop William Medley expressed his gratitude and admiration for the pastoral care given to the people through 

this difficult time. He also stated the Diocesan guidelines for public worship do adhere to the guidelines set forth by 

Governor Andy Beshear. Bishop Medley extended the suspension of the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and 

Holy Days and asked the pastoral leaders to encourage the faithful to consider attending Mass on a weekday to 

discourage crowds on Sundays. 

Public weddings and funerals may resume as of May 20, 2020, so long as the celebrations adhere to all 

restrictions. 

 

 

GUIDELINES AT ST. JEROME CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

��All Masses will be held in the main church with a capacity of 120 people per Mass. 

��An online program called “Save-A-Seat” will be used to sign up for Mass EACH WEEK. 

��Everyone over the age of 2 should wear a mask. 

��Sanitize your hands after opening the door.  

��Hand sanitizer is available on table as you enter door, as well as, a basket for your monetary offering, extra masks 

and the weekly bulletin. 

��As much as possible keep a distance of 6’ from others while entering and exiting the church. 

��Ushers will greet parishioners by opening the door to enter and exit at the weekend Masses. 

��Seating will be available in every other pew in order to maintain physical distancing and will be marked with a 

red tie at the end of each pew. 

��A cantor will lead the singing and worship aides will not be available. 

��Do not hold hands during the Our Father and refrain from extending your hand at the Sign of Peace. 

��Everyone will remain in the pews for communion. The Priest or Eucharistic Minister will bring the Body of 

Christ to the person by using every other unoccupied pew. The Precious Blood will not be offered. 

��After the dismissal at the end of Mass, exit the church while maintaining a 6’ distance from others. Please do 

not congregate inside or outside and be aware that you do not prevent others from exiting as well. 

 These guidelines apply to weddings and funerals as well. 
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SAINT DENIS NEWS 

By Sandra DeForge 

 

The Coronavirus has really impacted all church activities and it looks as though it will continue so, although St. 

Denis has not been very active, we are all still one with the Facebook page and our church family continues to 

interact while social distancing. Because Easter was a Joyous season, we were all saddened because we could not fully 

lift our hearts in song with the traditions and Masses we are used to following. So, in the tradition of the American 

Indian who has dealt with pain and sorrow through storytelling, let me tell you a story about a donkey.  

 

Legend of the Donkey’s Cross 

Posted by Morning Bray 

A poor farmer near Jerusalem owned a donkey far too small to do much work at all. He felt that he couldn’t 

afford to feed a worthless animal like this, one that could do him no good whatsoever, so at the supper table he 

told his family that he was going to kill the donkey. 

His children, who loved the little donkey, begged him to sell it rather than harm it. But the farmer said, “It’s 

wrong to sell an animal that can’t do a good day’s work.” 

Then his oldest daughter suggested, “Father, tie the donkey to a tree on the road 

to town, and say whoever wants it may take it for nothing.” And the next morning, 

that’s what the farmer did. 

Soon, two men approached and asked if they could have the donkey. “It can carry 

almost nothing,” the farmer warned them. 

“Jesus of Nazareth has need of it,” replied one of the men. The farmer couldn’t 

imagine what a great teacher would want with such a worthless donkey, but he 

handed it over. 

The men took the animal to Jesus, who stroked the grateful donkey’s face and 

then mounted it and rode away. So, it was on the day we call Palm Sunday, Jesus led 

his followers into the city of Jerusalem riding on the back of a small, common 

donkey. 

The donkey so loved his gentle master that he later followed him to Calvary. Grief

-stricken by the sight of Jesus on the cross, the donkey turned away but couldn’t leave. It was then that the 

shadow of the cross fell upon the shoulders and back of the donkey, and there it stayed. All donkeys have borne 

the sign of the cross on their backs since that very day. 

 

My wishes are that everyone had a Blessed Easter. 

 

I want to introduce you to Gary and Kim Thompson Ellegood 

Gary was born in Mayfield on November 18, 1967. The son of Sam and Oneita Hayden Ellegood. Sam was born 

Sept 21, 1935 and died on Father’s Day in the month of June 2013. Oneita Hayden Ellegood was born May 18, 

1935. 

Gary attended school in Fancy Farm and has been a lifelong 

member of St. Denis. He has eight living siblings: Sue Potts, Debra 

Seavers, Amy Hutchens, Connie Ballew, Sam Ellegood, Elaine 

Black, Lisa Brewer, and Sharon Langston. 

Gary and Kim have been a couple since they were fourteen years 

old. They married outside the church on May 22, 1987 but about a 

year later they were married at St. Denis. Gary and Kim have two 

sons: Cory and Seth and have three grandchildren: Aubrey, Myla 

and Clay. Seth and his wife Chelsea have a little girl on the way and 
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at this point plan to call her Darci. Chelsea works in a medical office at the Jackson Purchase Medical Offices. Cory 

works at a plant and Seth works in the pallet business. They both own chicken barns. 

Cory’s wife is also named Chelsey only spelled differently. She works for 

pre-school at Carlisle County Elementary Schools. On March 19, 2020 

Father Chrispin baptized their daughter Myla. It was a small family 

gathering and Cory’s brother Seth and his wife Chelsea were Godparents. 

Kim Thompson Ellegood was born April 24, 1968, in Mayfield, KY to 

Larry Thompson born May 3, 1943 in Paducah, KY and the late Jean 

Brewer born October 28, 1943 in Mayfield and died in September of 

2018. She attended Northside Church of Christ. Larry and Jean were 

married September 2, 1961. 

Kim attended school at Lowes and Graves County High School. She 

attended West Kentucky Vocational Technical College where she 

obtained a degree in Accounting. She has worked for the post office for 

twenty-three years and continues to work at the Mayfield Post office. She 

has two siblings, Tim Thompson and Ramona Shoulta. 

Gary owns his own business, Gary’s Pallet Recycle. He likes to camp, ride 

horses, and fish. He used to like hunting but doesn’t go very often 

anymore. He loves to watch TV and really enjoys action movies. Spring 

and fall are his favorite seasons because he likes the weather better. His 

favorite holiday is Christmas and enjoys a good meatloaf for dinner. Kim 

said the only flowers he likes are the ones he can mow down.  

Kim loves summer for the sun and the pool. She, unlike Gary, does like flowers especially daffodils and tulips. 

She enjoys reading books about the Amish and enjoys the news and the Voice on TV. Her favorite holiday is 

Thanksgiving and she enjoys ham as the perfect meat. 

 

Remember to pray always and all ways. 

 

 

 

SIMPLY ST. CHARLES 

By Wayne Wilson 

 

When I am watching television alone, I do a lot of channel surfing. I’ll check out several stations before deciding 

which one I like the most. I’ve found out that during this corona virus I do the same thing when trying to decide 

which mass to watch. I’ve watched mass from the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 

Washington D.C., St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York, St. Stephens Cathedral and Immaculate in Owensboro, 

EWTN from the monastery in Irondale, AL. and finally St. Charles Borromeo here in Carlisle County. I compare 

watching mass on TV as having to treat a really bad cut with a Band-Aid. It’s certainly better than nothing, but it’s 

really not what you need. Many of us will have a much greater appreciation for the mass and Eucharist when this is 

all over. 

This article begins in December with the “Boxes of Joy” project. We are always happy to cooperate with St. Jerome 

in doing this. We asked for 50 boxes and 48 were returned. This is a wonderful Christmas project for our faith 

community. It’s a great way to share our faith by providing Christmas gifts to children in developing countries 

around the world. Thanks Lori Wilson for contacting us. 
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When Fr. David Willett was our pastor, he would encourage us to not go overboard when decorating the church 

for Christmas or Easter. The two words that he used were SIMPLE but ELEGANT. The primary focus when 

attending mass should be on the altar and ambo (pulpit) he would say. Good job Chrystal and Michelle. Fr. 

Willett would have been proud of your Christmas decorating this year. 

The 7

th

 commandment is “Thou Shalt Not Steal”. When I attended the 5th Sunday 

Mass at St. Jerome in December with the 4

th

 Degree Knights of Columbus, Fr. Darrell 

announced that the “Prayer Families” for 2020 had been mailed. Since I’m on the 

liturgy committee, I contacted Fr. Chrispin and was assured that it would not be a sin 

to steal this great idea from St. Jerome. Thanks for the inspiration Fr. Darrell, we are 

doing the “Prayer Family” at St. Charles also.  

On January 5

th

 some of our youth, under the direction of Lorry Beth Wilson, 

entertained our parish with an Epiphany program, “The Grinch That Stole Xmas”. 

Joshua Willett gave an outstanding performance as the Grinch, and Heidi Storm 

looked just like Cindy Lou Who. The costumes were SIMPLE but ELEGANT. Jeff 

Russelburg was the narrator. A huge thanks to Bobby Willett for building the stage 

and taking it down. The 

program was followed with a 

potluck meal. I just had to 

throw in this photo of two 

awfully cute little girls that 

lived in Whoville. Elleigh 

Hayden, daughter of Shaun 

and Bethany Hayden is on 

the left and Nora Storm, 

daughter of Nathan and 

Casey Storm is in the right. 

During February we 

participated in two programs. 

On February 2

nd

 the older 

youth collected canned food 

items in the gallon cans for the “Souper Bowl of Caring”. We do this every year on Super Bowl Sunday and the 

food collected is delivered to one of the soup kitchens in Paducah. Parishioners also pick up baby bottles and fill 

them up with money for the Hope Center in Mayfield.  

Our Lenten theme this year was the “Salvation Tree”. Parishioners were encouraged to place their name on a 

small wooden cross and hang it on the “salvation tree” if they were willing to try to make a good lent. Prayer cards 

with a small metal cross were also handed out. 

We had good weather this year and our three fish fries were 

well attended. Our last fish fry on March 13

th

 was down some 

because of the news concerning the virus. 810 pounds of U.S. 

southern farm raised catfish were consumed. Thanks to all from 

St. Jerome and St. Denis who came and supported us. 

Since our last public Mass at St. Charles was on March 15

th

, 

there hasn’t been any parish activity at all. Our technology expert, Lorry Beth Wilson has been live streaming our 

Sunday Mass service every Sunday since March 29

th

. The sound and visual have been excellent. Thanks for sharing 

your gift with us. 

In closing remember that wherever you go and whatever you do; you are always in the presence of God, and 

God is always in your presence.  
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Heaven’s Call 

 

AUSTERMANN, FRANCES OPAL ELLIOTT  Westminster, SC  July 2019  She is survived by her husband, 

John Austerman; sister Mary-Jo Lutz of Murray, KY; four children; eight grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; 

four step-children; seven step-grandchildren; and two step-greatgrandchildren. She was preceded in death by her 

parents, Tommie and Marie Elliott. 

 

MORRIS, CHRIS DARREN 42, Sedalia, KY  January 18, 2020  Chris is survived by his wife, Kelley Redden 

Morris; one son, Darren Morris; two daughters, Delaney and Callie Morris; his parents, David and Debra Clapp 

Morris of Mayfield; two brothers, Jason and Robby Morris, both of Mayfield; maternal grandmother, Mila Davis 

Clapp of Mayfield. He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Robert and Sally Jo Morris; grandfather, Billie 

Clapp; and cousin, Tyler Morris. 

 

HOBBS, SHIRLEY JEAN  81, Fancy Farm, KY  January 27, 2020  She is survived by her daughter, Laura Walker 

of Fancy Farm; her son, James R. Hobbs, Jr. of Fancy Farm; her grandson, Raymond Walker of Fancy Farm; six 

sisters, Dorothy Hobbs of Fancy Farm, Brenda Slaybough of Fancy Farm, Barbara Doughty of Calvert City, 

Marilyn Bosecker of Villa Ridge, Il, Donna Roberts of Paducah, and Kim Dossett of Fancy Farm; three brothers, 

Wayne Dossett and Billy Dossett, both of Fancy Farm, and Larry Dossett of Chicago, IL. She was preceded in 

death by her husband, James R. Hobbs, Sr.; two brothers, Jimmy Dossett and Johnny Dossett; one sister, Angie 

Keeling; and parents Tom and Levena Durbin Dossett. 

 

REDDEN, JIMMY DALE  71, Mayfield, KY  February 7, 2020  He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Patricia 

Williams Redden; son, Josh Redden of Fancy Farm; daughter April Scarbrough of LaVergne, TN; brother, 

Frankie Redden of Pryorsburg; three sisters, Cathy Dowdy of Mayfield, Wanda Vaughn of Mayfield and Josephine 

Ducker of Fountain Inn, SC; and three granddaughters. He was preceded in death by his parents, Harrell and 

Alline Sullivan Redden; and sister, Barbara Courtney. 

 

DRISCOLL, JOSEPH “JOEY” MICHAEL  53, Fancy Farm, KY  February 12, 2020  He is survived by his three 

sisters, Debbie Reeves of Mayfield, Cheryl Driscoll of Fancy Farm and Kim Toon of Mayfield; two brothers, Bill 

Driscoll of Mayfield and Dennis Driscoll of Paducah. He was preceded in death by his father, William Robert 

Driscoll and his mother, Frances Marilyn Carrico Driscoll Hughes. 

 

HIGDON, ROBERT “LARRY”  84, Fancy Farm, KY  February 12, 2020  He is survived by his three brothers, 

Wayne Higdon of Fancy Farm, Terry Higdon of McAllen, TX and Artie Higdon of Tullahoma, TN; one sister, 

Becki Higdon of El Monte, CA; nine nephews and nine nieces. He was preceded in death by his parents, Arthu 

Robert Higdon, Jr. and Mary Ann Elliott Higdon. 

 

STARKS, KIEL SANTIEL  infant son,  February 20, 2020  He is survived by his mother, Julianna Starks; 

grandparetns, LaTressa Lamb and Brian Holland, Terral and Makayla Starks; his great grandparents, Algene and 

Debbie Wilson and Katie Starks; his uncle and aunts. He was preceded in death by his great grandfather Lorenzo 

Sherrill and his great-great-grandparents, Robert and Linda Lamb, Thomas Everett and Anna Rita Wilson and 

Mary Emma Starks. 

 

ELDER, EDWARD “DONALD”  81, Fancy Farm, KY  March 1, 2020  Donald is survived by one daughter, 

Helen Elliott of Fancy Farm; one son, Edward Elder of Fancy Farm; eight grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; 

two brothers, Randall Elder and Leon Elder of Fancy Farm; and one sister, Linda Farris of Mayfield. He was 

preceded in death by his wife of 57 years, Mary Ruth Elder; his son, Bart Elder; his parents, Ross and Christine 

Elder; and two brothers, George and Wayne Elder. 
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Heaven’s Call (cont’d) 

 

LANE, CHARLES LEE  63, Paducah, KY  March 5, 2020  Surviving are his two daughters, Christal Hobbs and 

Jennifer Gibson; two stepchildren, Michael and Heather; one sister, Patsy Lane; and 11 grandchildren. He was 

preceded in death by his parents, Charles and Evalee Lane. 

 

WHITE, RODNEY  75, March 11, 2020  Rodney is survived by his wife Phyllis; his daughters, Kellie White Cash 

and Lacy White Hobbs; step-daughter, Michelle Harbison; step-son, Sean Henley; one brother, Robert L. White; 

and seven grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents Mr. and Mrs. William B. White. 

 

HOBBS, BERNARD B.  90, Fancy Farm, KY  March 24, 2020  He is survived by one daughter, Mary Ann 

Mayfield of Jackson, MO; four sons, Michael Hobbs of Ashland, KY, Gary Hobbs of Mayfield, Allen Hobbs and 

Paul Hobbs both of Fancy Farm, KY; 24 grandchildren, 40 great grandchildren and five great-great grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Wilma Hayden Hobbs; his parents, Clarence and Mary Toon Hobbs; three 

sons, Billy, Neil and Danny Hobbs; two grandchildren Joy Hobbs and Craig Mayfield; one brother, Raymond 

Hobbs; and one sister, Victoria Hobbs. 

 

GOATLEY, JAMES CARL “JIMMY”  85, Fancy Farm, KY  March 31, 2020  He is survived by one son, Jay 

Goatley of Lawrenceburg, KY; two daughters, Cindy Futch and Mary Ethel Seay both of Mayfield, KY; seven 

grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren and one great-great grandchild also survive. He was preceded in death by 

his wife, Linda Mae Roberts Goatley; two daughters, Belinda Garland and Stephanie Goatley; three sisters, Dot 

Ivie, Betty Cash and Martha Elliott; one brother, Algene Goatley; one grandson; and his parents, Carl and Ruth 

Goatley. 

 

PENDEL, FRANCIS EDWARD “ED”  69, Fancy Farm, KY  April 18, 2020  He is survived by his wife, Linda 

Pendel; one son, Matthew Pendel; and one daughter, Sarah Leonard; three grandchildren; siblings, Lydia Hobbs, 

Laddie Pendel, Leo Pendel, Christy Goatley and Pam Harrison; many nieces and nephews and great nieces and 

nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, Adolph and Maria Pendel; brother, John Pendel. 

 

CURTSINGER, CAROL SUE  70, Mayfield, KY  April 19, 2020  She is survived by her husband, Kent 

Curtsinger; three daughters, Shanda Purcell of Mayfield, Alison Tindal of Decatur, AL, and Marlena Jones of 

Paducah; one sister, Mary Ann Carrico of Fancy Farm; two brothers, Phillip Curtsinger of Beebe, AR and Thomas 

Curtsinger of Mayfield; and nine grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents, James Ross and 

Elizabeth “Betsy” Spalding Curtsinger. 

 

YATES, LUCY MAE CURTSINGER  92, Mayfield, KY  April 24, 2020  She is survived by three daughters, 

Terry Foss of Fancy Farm, Andrea Winstead of Mayfield, Lisa Shupe of Ft. Myers, FL; two sons, Jeff Curtsinger of 

Hazel and Steve Curtsinger of Nashville, TN; 10 grandchildren; 13 great grandchildren; and one great-great 

grandchild. She was preceded in death by her first husband, Joseph Earl Curtsinger; her second husband, Dean 

Yates, her parents, Elisha and Elizabeth Pierceall Thomas; four brothers and three sisters. 

 

GARLAND, RUSSELL  55, Paducah, KY  April 27, 2020  He is survived by his father, Robert Garland; a sister, 

Gerilyn Elliott; a brother, David Garland all of Murray; and a sister, Elena Jones of Nashville, TN. Russell was 

preceded in death by his mother, Marjorie Curtsinger Garland; and a sister, Jina Garland. Russell is the nephew 

of Rudy & Judy Elliott of Fancy Farm. 

 

BARNBROOK, LOU  93, Paducah, KY (formerly of Fancy Farm, KY and Huntsville, AL)  April 21, 2020  

Survivors include two sisters, Dorothy Willett and Judy Pendergast; one brother, Jimmie Thomas. She was 

preceded in death by her parents, Ben and Annie Ivie Thomas; three brothers, Randall, Lyndal and Ted Thomas. 
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Heaven’s Call (cont’d) 

 

HACKEL, GEORGE ALBERT  82, Fancy Farm, KY  May 3, 2020  George is survived by three sons, Doug, Mark 

and Brian all of Mayfield, KY; two daughters, Leah McKinney of Paducah, KY and Lara Henley of Mayfield, KY; 

21 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents Edward & Anna Mae 

Reeder Hackel of Louisville, KY; wife, Mary Louise Blincoe Hackel of Fancy Farm, KY; brothers Donnie and 

Eddie Hackel of Louisville, KY. 

 

TOON, LAURA BELLE  90, Fancy Farm, KY  May 14, 2020  She is survived by six daughters, Linda Willett of 

Palestine, TX, Carolyn Mills of Colleyville, TX, Ruthie Heath of Lexington, SC, Margaret Ogg of Wingo, Joanne 

Colbern of Oahu, Hawaii and Polly Toon of Mayfield; two sons, Robert Toon and Wayne Toon, both of 

Mayfield; two brothers, Clifton Hayden and Gene Hayden, both of Bardwell; two sisters, Dorothy Elliott of Fancy 

Farm and Eva Lou Toon of Mayfield; 16 grandchildren and several great grandchildren. She was preceded in 

death by her husband James Albert Toon; parents Ernest and Zada Cissell Hayden; one son, James Delbert Toon; 

a brother, Bert Hayden; and a sister, Joyce Hayden. 

 

 

PERSEVERANCE 

By John F. Hall 

The word persevere means to continue in a given course in spite of difficulties. In previous stories, I mention 

that a person should be content with the “cards of life” they are dealt. In the second half of Luke, Chapter 12, 

Verse 48, are these words: “Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be 

demanded of the person entrusted with more.” My talent, humble as it is, is to write true stories about what I have 

experienced and observed. If it benefits anyone, that is my reward. I do receive appreciation when Jade, Skyler, 

Lexie, Trish and Mike tell me that they enjoy reading my stories. The satisfaction is similar to an actor receiving 

applause. I am blessed to have Audrey Lambert put many of my stories on her web page.  I appreciate all the hard 

work that it takes to accomplish that task. 

When I started out writing stories, 40 years ago, the purpose was to inspire, to motivate and to entertain. Most 

people enjoy reading a true story. I felt that if I could help just one person keep their faith and belief in Christ, 

then I accomplished what I set out to do. I try to put my heart into my stories. But I feel that song writers are best 

at doing that. Even so, I believe that if you can write about Christ, it is love. I try to convey to my readers that 

when things get bad, sometimes, just one more day might change things and can make a difference. I think I write 

best when I have a song in my head. Carnie Wilson, Chynna Wilson and Glen Ballard wrote the song, “Hold On 

For One More Day.” In the next paragraph I will show some of their lyrics. 

“I know there’s pain. Why do you lock yourself in these chains? No one can change your life except for you. 

Don’t let anyone step all over you. Just open your heart and your minds. Is it really fair to feel this way inside? 

Someday somebody’s gonna make you want to turn around and say goodbye. Until baby are you going to let them 

hold you down and make you cry? Don’t you know? Don’t you know things can change, things’ll go you way? If 

you hold on for one more day? Things’ll go your way, hold on for one more day. You can sustain. Or are your 

comfortable with the pain? You’ve go no ne to blame for your unhappiness. You got yourself into your own mess. 

Lettin’ your worries pass you by, don’t you think it’s worth your time to change your mind …” The song by the 

group Wilson Phillips is meant to motivate a person to hang on. 

Perhaps the best example of perseverance is a story found in the Bible. In the Biblical land of Uz, which initially 

occupied the north-western part of Arabia, possibly near the shores of the Gulf of Aqaba, lived a man named Job. 

At that time in history, he was the richest man in that area. He owned 7,000 sheep, 1,000 head of cattle, 500 

donkeys and 3,000 camels. He had a large number of servants. Job was good and faithful to God. Then one day, a 

messenger came and reported to Job that raiders called Sabeans attacked and killed all his servants, except the  
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messenger, that were ploughing his fields. They stole his oxen and his donkeys. Then another messenger came 

and reported to Job that three groups of Chaldean raiders attacked, killed all of his servants, except the messenger, 

and took all of Job’s camels. Then another messenger came and reported to Job that a storm came in from the 

desert and destroyed his house and killed his 10 children. Job lost everything that he owned. His lively hood, his 

home and his children were gone.  

At no time did Job blame God for the loss of his wealth, his home and all of his children. In his own words, Job 

said, “I was born with nothing, and I will die with nothing. The Lord gave, and now He has taken away. May His 

name be praised.” 

Job understood the truth that all of us will face one day. No matter how much we accumulate in this life, be it 

fame or fortune, it’s all just temporary. It is truly towards eternity that our sights should be focused. Against all the 

false delusions that happiness is found in owning and having things, is the truth that what really matters is how 

we care about and treat each other. 

We live in a society that has a dominant attitude that our worth depends on what we possess, on what we do for 

a living, and what we achieve in this short life. It is not recognition or wealth that forms the basis of our peace of 

soul. Rather, it is our faith in Jesus Christ that gives our life meaningfulness. Christ freely gives of His providence, 

His presence, and His friendship, if only we seek Him. Christ makes our life worthy for its own sake regardless of 

our accomplishments or our earthly wealth. 

As in the story of Job, Christ wants us to persevere in the face of adversity. Job eventually recovered from his 

losses. He persevered and his faith never wavered. A financial adviser named Doug O’Rear, in giving advice to a 

surviving spouse, wrote the following, “Everyone 

has a terminal disease, some are just diagnosed 

earlier.” Many of us will suffer set-back in our 

lives, our careers, our goals and our health. We 

can have regrets, we can blame someone, we can 

scream, or we can simply trust in Christ. Jesus 

does not want us to quit our faith and stop 

believing in Him because of the events in our 

life. He wants us to persevere. Our society, at 

times, may give us emotional pain. There is 

probably no greater emotional pain than for a 

family member or a friend to give us a feeling 

that we are unimportant and useless. For what 

ever reason they may want us to believe that our 

best efforts are a waste with no purpose or lasting 

legacy. Christ, on the other hand, 

asserts that our life in this world is 

worthwhile, that every life has a 

purpose, that all good things that 

we do are valuable. Perseverance 

in our faith and belief in Jesus 

Christ is really the one thing that 

will sustain us from all eternity. 
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The Healthy Journey 

By Lanny Wilson 

 

LOVE IS KIND 

 

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; 

it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes 

all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  ~1 Corinthians 13: 4-7 

 

     God is kind, and God is love, and love is kind. Acts of kindness are divinely inspired. Like mercy, they are twice 

blessed. They bless those who give and those who receive. No wonder our hearts warm up to acts of kindness, those 

Godly acts. God’s kindness is on display every time a human being is kind to another of God’s creatures. God’s 

kind work is done through human hands. God’s kind words are spoken with human voices. We are partners with 

God every time we share a kindness. 

     There is persuasive evidence that humans are born to be kind. Infants reach for and look longer at helpful 

puppets. In a study where toddlers watched an adult drop something, nearly every one of them attempted to help 

the adult. It is natural for most of us to be upset or frustrated when we see people being unkind to others; but when 

we witness an act of kindness, it is usually heartwarming – even to the point of tears. If we are willing to be kind to 

another - whether to family, friend, neighbor, stranger, or other creatures – we can be witness to one of the most 

beautiful reactions of our humanity. A kind word or act will be met with a smile, a pleasant look, or maybe a thank 

you. Key to the experience is – not expecting anything in return. The best you might hope for is a ripple effect 

wherein the recipient will pay your act of kindness forward to another. 

     The list of kind acts is limitless. Consider writing down a few of the 

participants in kindness who have touched your life. Here’s my short list: family 

and friends, my church family, the cultures of collaboration to which I belong 

(there are several), Ellen DeGeneres (She says “Be kind to one another.” at the 

end of each show.), teachers, Secret Santa, the creators and perpetuators of 

Random Acts of Kindness, anyone who helps the disabled, health care workers, 

tutors, volunteers, soup kitchen workers, homeless shelter helpers, police, 

firemen and women, chaplains, spiritual leaders, hospice workers, the Still Missed 

program at my Hospital (or any program that provides support for the bereaved), 

Steve Hartman and every person in the media who is willing to share stories of 

kindness. 

     A few of my favorite quotes are about kindness: 

�� “No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”  - Aesop 

�� “Be kind to unkind people. They need it the most.”  - Unknown 

�� “There are no such things as small acts of kindness. Every act creates a 

ripple with no logical end.”  - Scott Adams 

�� “…to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God…” – from the Bible, 

Micah 6:8b 

     As we continue our Healthy Spiritual Journey, let us be ever mindful that 

love is kind and that sharing loving kindness is a real pleasure. Ripples of kindness can move the world toward God. 

 

“God is love,  

and those who abide in love abide in God,  

and God abides in them.”  

– 1John 4:16b 

�

  

1st Place 



17 

 

Fancy Farm Elementary School News 

 

Second grade students participated in a hands-on investigation of wind erosion.  Students blew through a straw 

to model wind.  Students evaluated and communicated their findings with their group. 

 

Second graders created landforms with slices 

of bread. 

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denton Law Firm attorneys Jay Matheny and Cody Walls 

participated in a simulated debate for Mrs. Amanda’s 5th 

grade class at Fancy Farm Elementary School.   

 

Students in Diane Smithson's second grade class at Fancy 

Farm Elementary have been learning about how wind and 

water cause erosion. Students engineered a barrier that 

would protect their  desert 

h o m e  f r o m  a 

sandstorm. They tested 

their barriers and discusses any improvements that could be made. Pictured 

from left to right are Miles Fowler, Autumn Phillips, and Trice Thornsbrough. 

 

   Fancy Farm Elementary students in 4th, 5th, and 6th grades enjoyed 

reviewing poetry in Peggy Marler's reading class during their Poetry Cafe 

activity. Students 

worked with partners 

reading several poems 

that they chose to read 

from a variety of books 

provided by the 

classroom and the 

school's library. Next, 

they answered questions about one poem they chose on 

a Google Slides presentation on their individual 

chromebooks. They also created a Flipgrid video about 

why they liked the poem to share with their 

classmates. Of course, one of their favorite parts of the 

Poetry Cafe was the cookies they enjoyed while 

working!   
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Fancy Farm Elementary celebrated the 100th day of school. Kindergartener, Hallie Hayden created a picture 

using 100 cotton ball. The Kindergarten students dressed up like they were 100 years old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured is Diane Smithson’s 2nd grade class dressed up for the 100th 

day of school and one of the creations with 100 cups. 

Mrs. Ballard's 4th, 5th, and 6th grade math groups solved math 

questions related to the Super Bowl. Students learned Super Bowl facts 

while practicing math skills — all while enjoying tailgate snacks!   
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Josh Bailey from First Community Bank, visited 6th graders at Fancy 

Farm Elementary to educate students about different types of taxes and 

the importance of saving money. 

 

Fancy Farm second grade students in Diane Smithson's class chose a 

book to read and then wrote a persuasive book report citing reasons why 

others should read the book. The also created their favorite character 

using a potato. 

 

 

 

   Pictured is the Fancy Farm Running 

Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Veterans of Foreign Affairs awarded three 6th grade students for 

their essays, What Makes a Hero.   �



20 

 

Photos from celebrating Dr. Seuss Read Across America week. 

 

1st Place 
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Students working from home on Non-Traditional Instruction (NTI) assignments during Covid-19. 

 

 

   The amazing 

cafeteria staff at 

Fancy Farm 

Elementary 

worked tirelessly to 

feed kids during 

the pandemic. 

(Pictured right.) 

 

 

 

   Students doing 

NTI were able to 

connect 

with fellow 

students and 

teachers using 

online chat 

rooms.  They even hosted 

talent shows! (Pictured 

left.) 
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Fancy Farm students had a virtual field day to end the school year.  Parents and kids competed with one another 

and posted results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Preschool had a drive 

thru to see their teachers 

to end the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Teachers found 

ways to connect 

with students 

while they were 

away from school. 
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Fancy Farm Elementary teachers held their staff meetings online during the pandemic. 

Fancy Farm recognized their reading buddy volunteers with a drive through 

appreciation.  We are so thankful for them! 
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   Fancy Farm Elementary missed their students!!!  They had a parade so faculty/staff and students could share 

how much they missed their school before COVID-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Fancy Farm Elementary had drive thru Kindergarten 

graduation and 6th 

grade promotion. 
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