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PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SACRAMENT OF FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
The Parish Religious Education 2nd grade students celebrated the Sacrament of First Holy Communion in June.
This class includes, row 1: Zoey Atkins, Miles Fowler, Xavier Gong, Hudson Hayden, Bo Henson, row 2: Myles
Hobbs, Jude Jenkins, Addison Lilly, Lola McLeary, Max Miller, row 3: Jayden Morganti, Silas Pendel, Abbott
Truelove, Ellie Wilson and Miley Wray. Congratulations!
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Joseph and Addison Karlson also joined our group for First Communion.
Congratulations!
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)
St. Jerome had three candidates enter the Catholic Church during Mass on June 20,
2020. They began preparing in August 2019 and planned on entering the church at the
Easter Vigil, but due to COVID-19 they had to wait. Pictured below is sponsor Joey
Adams, candidates Colin Crawford and Paighton Goin, and sponsor Susie Toon. Not
pictured is Julie Westerman .
PARISH COUNCIL NEW
MEMBERS
Congratulations to Kent
Curtsinger, Andy Hayden and Beth Munsell. They are
on the Parish Council effective in August 2020 and will
serve for three years.
FANCY FARM COMMUNITY INDEPENDENCE
DAY PARADE
The parade was held on July 5, 2020, but didn’t look
the same due to COVID-19. The theme was “Celebrate
Your Freedom”. Thank you to those who participated
and to Jimmy Elder and helpers for organizing and
providing a great parade!
“GASPER ON THE GO”
St. Jerome hosted “Gasper on the Go” on July 21—23, 2020, at the Parish Hall. In the morning, kids in grades
3—6 attended and grades 7—12 attended in the afternoon. Thank you to the staff from Gasper River Catholic
Youth Camp & Retreat
Center for making this
possible.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FISH FRY
The Knights of Columbus Council #1418 held their annual fish fry on July 31, 2020. Due to COVID-19 they
provided carry-outs only. Thank you to everyone who supported the fish fry.
140TH ST. JEROME FANCY FARM PICNIC
A modified picnic was held on August 1, 2020. Mutton and pork was
sold by the pound, souvenirs and raffle tickets were sold. Online raffle
tickets were also sold for the first time and proved to be a success! The
raffle winners were: Polaris Ranger — Clint Fox of Mayfield (pictured);
$500 cash winners — Randall Keen, Russell Lagens, Clint Goff.
GRAVES COUNTY PIONEER AWARD
The Pioneer Award is presented annually to individuals or couples who
graciously give so much of themselves, not only to their community, but
across Graves County. Award winners share their time, talent, and treasures to help the young, old, and/or those
in need. The Pioneer Award is dedicated to showing appreciation to these generous and caring people. The award
was presented at a special ceremony on picnic day. Congratulations to Brian and Tammy Murphy from Fancy
Farm on receiving the 2020 Pioneer Award. They are pictured here with their two daughters, Kenzie & Hannah.

JIM JOHNSON TURNS 90
Jim’s family coordinated a parade and a small celebration
for him on his 90th birthday on August 1, 2020. Cake and
punch was provided at the Clemons Room. Thanks to
everyone who showed up to wish him a Happy Birthday.
Pictured is Diane Smithson with Jim.
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THANK YOU
St. Jerome Church would like to thank the
Bluegrass Committee and the sponsors pictured right
for their donation to the 140th St. Jerome Fancy Farm
Picnic.
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
The Parish Religious Education students have been
patiently waiting to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation. They began preparation in January
2020 with teachers Evan and Natalie Elder, Chris and
Shannon McLeary and Sister Martha Keller. Bishop
Medley came to St. Jerome on September 16, 2020, to
celebrate the Mass for the students to receive this
sacrament. The class includes: Morgan Alexander, Kailey Butler, Cambelle Drury, Natalie Elder, Ryan Hayden,
Justin Hobbs, Macy Marler, Darren Morris, Gabe Redden, Brady Sasseen, Marley Shoulta, Conner Thomas,
Robert Thomasson, Avery
Thompson,
Jaelyn
Th omps on, M itch e ll
Wilson and Nicole
Wilson. Congratulations!

The Middle and High School religious education
students were invited to a fun day at Amazing
Farms on October 25, 2020.
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PARISH MISSION
Fr. Jim Sichko led a parish mission on October 19—21, 2020, titled “60 minutes
with Jesus.” Fr. Jim is a full time preacher, evangelist and motivational speaker based
in the Diocese of Lexington, KY. In February of 2016, Pope Francis commissioned
Fr. Jim as one of his Papal Missionaries of Mercy, of which there are only 1,000 in
the world and 100 in the U.S. Before he became a priest, he performed as an opera
singer. Since becoming a priest, he has made headlines for random acts of generosity
and kindness, giving away thousands of dollars to people at grocery stores and on
the streets. He also has had the opportunity to meet and work with many celebrities
and was honored by the U.S. Congress for his work. He is known for his storytelling. Fr. Jim weaves every day life experiences with the rooted messages which lie
within the Gospel.
Pictured is Fr. Jim at his tour of the St. Jerome
School 1909 & Museum.
CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL MASS
St. Jerome remembered the following for whom we celebrated the Rite of
Christian Burial since last All Souls’ Day with a Candlelight Memorial Mass on
November 3, 2020.
*Mike McFarland — December 10, 2019
*Stanley Cash — December 14, 2019
*Elaine Hayden — January 2, 2020
*Chris Morris — January 18, 2020
*Shirley Hobbs — January 27, 2020
*Joey Driscoll — February 12, 2020
*Larry Higdon — February 12, 2020
*Kiel Stark — February 20, 2020
*Donald Elder — March 1, 2020
*Bernard Hobbs — March 24, 2020
*Jimmy Goatley — March 31, 2020
*Carol Sue Curtsinger — April 19, 2020
*Lou Barnbrook — April 21, 2020
*Lucy Yates — April 24, 2020
*Russell Garland — April 27, 2020
*Laura Belle Toon — May 14, 2020
*Robert “Buck” Elliott — June 10, 2020
*Margaret Thompson Schuller — July 7, 2020
*Jeanette Higdon Elliott — July 25, 2020
*Belinda Toon — July30, 2020
*Steve Jones — August 8, 2020
*Timothy Cash — August 9, 2020
*Gina Blincoe — August 21, 2020
*Carolyn Wilson Shockley — September 15, 2020
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From Fr. Darrell re: New Baptism Font
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NEW BAPTISM FONT
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BIRTH CONGRATULATIONS
<Clayton and Andrea Mills Key welcomed a son, William Robert, on January 8, 2020.

He weighed 7 lbs, 15 oz and was 19” long. He has a big sister, Lillian.
<Eli and Madalyn Spillman Green welcomed their second daughter, Eden Meredith, on
August 25, 2020. She weighed 6 lbs, 7 oz. Big sister, Charlotte, was excited for her
arrival.
<Brenton and Hannah Yancy Toon are the proud parents of a daughter, Rylie James,
born on September 22, 2020. She weighed 6 lbs, 8 oz and was 20” long.
<Patrick and Madison Carrico Cole welcomed a daughter, Noa Lauren, on October 1, 2020. She weighed 8 lbs,
3 oz and was 20.5” long. She has a big brother, Knox, who was very excited for her arrival.
<Peyton Puckett and Whitney Wiley are the proud parents of a daughter, Lyla Jo Puckett, born December 30,
2020. She weighed 8 lbs 7 oz and was 20.5” long.
<Garrett and Alison Hayden Pendel are the proud parents of a son, Forrest Michael, born on January 8, 2021.
He weighed 7 lbs 12 oz and was 19” long.
<Justin and Erica Drake Hayden are the proud parents of a daughter, Rollins Alivia, born on February 3, 2021.
She weighted 6 lbs 6 oz and was 19.25” long.

MARRIAGE CONGRATULATIONS
<Colin and Brittany McGee Crawford were married on June 27, 2020.
<Cody and Cailyn Bass Carter were married on August 22, 2020.
<Jordan and Emiley Berry Puckett were married on September 4, 2020.
<Preston and Taylor Schultz Bradford were married on September 5, 2020.

JACKSON PURCHASE MEDICAL CENTER EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR
“Congratulations to the 2019 Employee of the Year, Annie O. Wilson! Annie
is a very hard worker who always goes out of her way to make sure that things are
done correctly and that we have everything we need. She cares about doing her
job to the very best of her abilities! Annie is always willing to do whatever is
needed at JPMC. During a recent weekend storm, she ran directly to the lab to
do all that she could to help deal with water pouring from a ceiling. This is a real
demonstration of how she appreciates every situation and is QUICK on the job!
Annie is very friendly, kind and happy. She speaks to everyone and treats
everyone like a friend. It is a joy to all of us whenever she enters the lab. If you
see Annie, do say hello because she is a pleasure!” [From JPMC FaceBook post
on January 6, 2020]
SUSAN MARY WILLETT CARRICO (1831—1917)
Fred Hobbs submitted the following information from a journal hand written by his grandmother Lettie Mae
Ledford Carrico (1891—1970) that he thought may be of interest.
Susan Mary Willett Carrico, daughter of community founder Samuel Willett (1808—1892) “gave the stations,
also 12 Apostles, the most Blessed Virgin Mary. She received farm from her father at his death. She sold for
$15,000 which was a big price at that time. Her family did not like it but she did not know any better place to
spend it. It would be good for her children and their families, her grandchildren, great grandchildren and great,
great grandchildren. She also gave large crucifix, few stained glass windows. She was a very good Catholic.”
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BRESCIA UNIVERSITY HONORS DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI
Brescia University welcomed back alumni and friends to campus for the 2019 Alumni Homecoming, September
19—22, 2020. The event featured a host of activities for students, alumni, faculty and staff, as they celebrated the
rich tradition and return of treasured alumni. As a part of that celebration, Brescia University hosted the annual
“Return to the Arch” alumni speaker series and honored three Distinguished Alumni.
Since the inception of the prestigious Distinguished Alumni recognition, Brescia University has awarded more
than 50 alumni with the title. The award was created to honor graduates who exemplify the elements that
encompass “The Brescia Difference: Respect for the Sacred, Devotion to Learning, Commitment to Growth in
Virtue, and Promotion of Servant Leadership.”
Because of the breadth and scope of their life’s work, the magnitude of their impact on the regional, national and
often international scene, and their examples of service and leadership, alumni who receive this esteemed honor
have distinguished themselves among their peers.
One of the Distinguished Alumni honored was Greg Higdon, from Fancy Farm, KY. Greg is a 1969 graduate of
Brescia College with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration. While a student at Brescia, Higdon
was a member of the first ever Brescia “Bearcats” intercollegiate basketball team.
Higdon served in the United States Army after graduating from Brescia, and spent more than a year in Vietnam.
After returning home, he owned and operated a small business in Mayfield, Kentucky.
From 1981-1992, Higdon represented Kentucky District 1 in the state senate. During his time as a state senator,
Higdon was elected by his peers as Senate Majority Whip and was chosen by Gov. Martha Layne Collins to serve on
a delegation to Japan and Taiwan to promote economic development for the state of Kentucky. Following his time
in the senate, Higdon served as Special Assistant to Gov. Brereton Jones and became Deputy Secretary for the
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet. Following his public service, Higdon provided
consultation for a number of organizations around the state, including the Kentucky Associations of Manufacturers,
Certified Public Accountants of Kentucky, Murray State University, and more. Higdon also served seven years as
the CEO and President of the Kentucky Associations of Manufacturers.
Higdon is now retired and is an active member of St. Jerome Parish in Fancy Farm, KY, where he lives with his
wife of 50 years, Carol Cash Higdon.
Congratulations, Greg!

1st Place
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ADVENT 2020
The four traditional advent themes for the four advent Sundays are:
x God's people — The Candle of Hope.
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. ...
x The old testament prophets — The Candle of Peace …
x John the Baptist — The Candle of Love …
x Mary the mother of Jesus — The Candle of Joy ...
2ND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE
LIGHTING
Sunday, December 6, 2020, the Christmas tree lighting ceremony was held in
front of Sts. Martha & Mary Hall. Hot chocolate was served by the Family Life
Committee, Christmas carol sheets were provided by Lacy, and the tree was lit by
Mark and Mandy Thompson.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)

Meet those preparing for initiation into the Catholic faith:
*Mark Gibson, a catechumen, comes to this church community seeking the
Sacrament of Baptism. He is the son of Joyce Ballard and Scotty Gibson. Mark
grew up in a home of faith but was never baptized. He has been participating in
weekly Mass and believes that he is being formed and inspired by the Word of
God. Mark has participated in the process of Christian initiation since August
and feels called to embrace the Catholic way of life. Mark desires to be accepted
into the Order of the Catechumen and requests our prayers as he prepares for
Baptism and the other sacraments of initiation at Easter.
*Nia Jaco, a candidate for reception into full communion, was baptized at
Cumberland Presbyterian in Puryear, Tennessee at the age of twelve. She is the
daughter of Kristi and Stephen Jaco. Nia. has a strong faith and is acting on her
desire to grow deeper in faith. Nia appreciates the symbols and traditions within
the Catholic Church and looks forward to having a church family and receiving
the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation.
*Grant Cherry, a candidate for full communion, was baptized at Pathway Baptist Church in Calvert City. He was
baptized at the age of thirteen. Grant is the son of Rene and Greg Cherry. After attending Mass at the Catholic
Church, he believe he has found a church home. Grant is looking forward to making a profession of faith and
receiving the Eucharist each time he worships as well as being confirmed in the Catholic faith.
*Lisa Adams, a candidate for full communion, was baptized at Bardwell Baptist Church at the age of
thirteen. Lisa is the daughter of Sandy and Edward Mantle. She is married to Joey Adams. Her daughter Kelsey
and Joey recently entered the Catholic faith. Lisa grew up in a strong community of faith and has been very involved
sharing her gifts and faith within the Baptist community. After prayerful discernment it
is her desire to worship together as a family and actively serve together within this
Catholic community. Lisa looks forward to receiving the Sacraments of Eucharist and
Confirmation.
Welcome to our faith community! As you continue the process, we accompany you
with our prayers and example.
During one of the RCIA sessions, the Rite of Welcome was celebrated with Grant
Cherry. Grant was presented by his parish sponsor, Rodney Hayden. We are grateful
that the Hayden family and Ellegood family were present to support and welcome
Grant. In the name of Saint Jerome Catholic faith community we welcome you Grant!
10

Our Catechumen, Mark Gibson (pictured right), our adult candidate
preparing for Baptism at the Easter Vigil was anointed at one of the RCIA
sessions. This anointing is a part of his preparation for turning away from sin
and seeking the cleansing waters of the sacrament of Baptism and a new life
with Jesus Christ. We are praying for you Mark and look forward to seeing you
baptized in the Catholic church.

The RCIA team, catechumen, candidates
and sponsors assembled Boxes of Joy one
night during their session. Pictured left are
Mark Gibson and Nia Jaco and below them is
Grant Cherry with Joe and Karen Goff.
The Box of Joy is an annual Christmas gift ministry organized
Catholic across the United States and facilitated by Cross Catholic
Outreach. A gift is provided for children who “wish for just one
gift!” By sending Boxes of Joy with toys and other gifts, children from
extreme poverty receive the joy of Christmas. The Social Concerns
Committee is thrilled to share that this year of 2020, 303 Boxes of Joy
were shipped on December 8, 2020. We served as a Distribution
Center, so St. Jerome Church sent 153 boxes, St. Charles Church 40
boxes and Saint
Mary’s
School
System in Paducah
sent 125. Thank you
so much for your participation and generosity. You have made
Christmas very special for these children! Pictured left are Sam
and Courtney Englert and Kay Waid.
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CHRISTMAS BASKETS
The "true meaning and spirit of Christmas" was evident by the flurry of activity of St. Jerome Knights of
Columbus and members of the Social Concerns Committee on December 19, 2020. They purchased and provided
32 Christmas baskets and bags of food for those in need in our local community. So many good hands and hearts
coming together to share in the name of our church family. You know who you are!

EPIPHANY
On Epiphany, it is traditional for families to bless their homes,
remembering the hospitality of the Holy Family to the Wise Men and asking
for protection and blessing on the home and all who enter. The home
blessing is done by writing on the door or door frame with chalk the
symbols 20+C+M+B+21. The 20 and 21 represent the current year. The +
reminds us of the cross on which our Savior died. The C, M, and B stand
for the traditional names of the Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar,
as well as an abbreviation for the Latin phrase “Christus mansionem
benedicat” which means “Christ bless this house.” Writing on the door also brings to mind the Passover of the Jews
during the final plague in Exodus, when the blood of the lamb protected the inhabitants within.
BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
St. Jerome has joined the Hope Center to help change lives through their annual Baby
Bottle Campaign. Baby bottles were available to pick up on January 17, 2021, to take home
and fill it with coins, cash or a check. The bottles are to be returned to church by February 28,
2021. Your change changes the lives of women, men and babies. Thank you for those who
participated in this campaign.
MIDDLE SCHOOL FUN NIGHT
St. Jerome Parish Religious Education Middle School students celebrated life on January 20, 2021! They
decorated cup cakes,
played minute to win
it games and opened
presents that were
donated to the Hope
Center. The students
have such creative,
com pe ti t iv e
an d
generous hearts.
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PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (PRE) SECOND SEMESTER
St. Jerome’s PRE program was able to start in person classes on January 10, 2021. Thank you to the catechists and
parents for helping make it a smooth transition.
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DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal no. 373, designates January
22 as a particular day of prayer and penance, called the “Day of Prayer for
the Legal Protection of Unborn Children”: “In all the Dioceses of the
United States of America, January 22 shall be observed as a particular day of
prayer for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of
penance for violations to the dignity of the human person committed
through acts of abortion.”
St. Jerome held a vigil Holy Hour of prayer service on January 21, 2021.
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
The St. Jerome Parish middle and high school
students collected $695.73 after the weekend
Masses on January 30, 2021, and January 31,
2021. The money was donated to the Food
Pantry and St. Vincent de Paul.
CONFIRMATION CLASS
The 9th grade Parish Religious Education youth began their
first class of preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
They talked about what it means to be a candidate for
Confirmation and the significance of their Baptism. What a
great group of youth! Their teachers are Evan and Courtney
Elder and Chris and Shannon McLeary. They will be
confirmed at St. Jerome Church on April 17, 2021.

LITTLE PANTRY BLESSING BOX
A Little Pantry-Blessing Box has been placed near the
grotto. The idea is simple. The box is a miniature food
pantry receiving non-perishable items from those who
want to donate and offering it to those who need them.
The motto sums up and says it best ...

“Give what you can.
Take what you need.”
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BREATH OF HEAVEN
By John F. Hall

Everyone has been given the precious gift of the breath of heaven. It was first received when each of us took our first
breath at birth. It is the last breath we take when our brief journey on earth is finished. We know where the first breath of
heaven originated. In Genesis, Chapter 2, Verse 7 are these words: “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”
This story began when I was cleaning out a small metal shed to make room for three sets of corn hole boards that my son
had constructed. There was a six-drawer chest that held several plastic containers that contained missing sets of sockets and
rackets. I stored them with the intent to combine and make two complete sets. The chest was made of inexpensive particle
board. It was damaged beyond repair due to moisture. So I had to dismantle and discard it. As I was removing two tool sets,
a clear plastic CD case fell from between the two sets and hit the floor. I picked it up and read the name of the CD: Amy
Grant. It had been more than 10 years since I last cleaned out the metal shed and looked into those drawers. I don’t recall
why the CD was even in the shed.
I wondered if the CD was still good after being exposed to extreme cold and hot temperatures for over a decade. I had to
make a food run, so on the way to town, I put the CD in my Ford Escape’s CD player. Since only Amy Grant’s name was on
the CD, I had no way of knowing what songs were on the CD. One of the songs on the 1992 Christmas CD is Breath of
Heaven (Mary’s song). Christopher Eaton is a British singer and song writer. He wrote the song Breath of Heaven (An
Angel’s Touch: Healing Inspirations). It was not a Christmas song, at that time. These are some of his lyrics: “You are
harvest, You are golden sun. You are cool rain, You are all in one. And in all my deepest thoughts and in all my battles
fought, You are within, You are within. You are crimson. You are midnight blue. You have called me to discover You. You
have warmed my heart of stone. You have borne my pain alone. Speak to me now, speak to me now, speak to me now.
Breath of heaven hold me together. Be forever near me. Breath of heaven, lighten my darkness. Pour over me Your holiness
for You are holy. Breath of heaven. I am waiting in a silent prayer. I am longing to be with You there. And every fading fear
there is healing in my tears. Now I belong, now I belong, now I am strong. Breath of heaven, hold me together. Be forever
near me. Breath of heaven, lighten my darkness. Pour over me Your holiness for You are holy. Breath of heaven …”
Christopher Eaton’s faith in Jesus Christ can be felt in his lyrics. I wasn’t the only one inspired by those lyrics. When Amy
Grant first heard the song Breath of Heaven, she wanted to record the song for her Christmas album, but she wanted to
rewrite most of the verses to personalize them. She said, “That song is profound, but chorus is so simple. It is authentic and
perfectly written, because it uses an incredibly moving economy of words…”
Amy Grant contacted Christopher Eaton and told him that she wanted to use his song with her lyrics. She told him,
“Well, you couldn’t possibly have written the lyrics I’m thinking of because I’m going to write it from a woman’s
perspective.” At that time, Amy Grant was pregnant and she wanted to try to imagine Mary’s experience, as the mother of
Jesus Christ. Christopher Eaton and Amy Grant had toured together and are friends, so making the Christian song into a
Christmas song was very easy. They went into a recording studio. Shane Keister played the piano and the song was
completed in less than two takes.
Their Christmas song contains the chorus and several lyrics from Christopher Eaton’s original song. It also contains Amy
Grant’s lyrics that tells the nativity story from Mary’s perspective. It portrays the mother of Jesus as a frightened young girl,
attempting to deal with the circumstances of giving birth to the Holy Father’s son, Jesus Christ. Despite her human doubts,
Mary’s faith in the goodness and mercy of God remain and help her deal with the unique situation she finds herself in.
These are some of the lyrics by Amy Grant and Christopher Eaton in their Christmas song, Breath of Heaven (Mary’s
Song): “I have traveled many moonless nights. Cold and wary with a babe inside. And I wonder what I have done. Holy
Father you have come and chosen and chosen me to carry your son. I am waiting in silent prayer. I am frightened by the
load I bear. In a world as cold as stone, must I walk this path alone. Be with me now. Be with me now. Breath of heaven
hold me together. Be forever near me. Breath of heaven, breath of heaven. Lighten my darkness. Pour over me your
holiness. For you are holy, breath of heaven. Do you wonder as you watch my face? If a wiser one should have had my place.
But I offer all I am for the mercy of your plan. Help me be strong, help me be, help me…Breath of heaven…”
Everyday that we wake up it is because we have the breath of heaven which is Jesus Christ. He sustains us just as he
sustains this planet and the entire universe. You can listen to Amy Grant on YouTube. Her video is five minutes and 35
seconds. Her voice, the lyrics, and the pictures in the video portray much more meaning than my inadequate words. Amy
uses her experience as a mother in that song. I use my experiences to write stories. This story began when a decade old
forgotten CD hit the floor. It ends with a reminder that no can live if Jesus Christ pulls away His Breath of Heaven.
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The Healthy Journey
By Lanny Wilson

Do Not Be Afraid
“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see –
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people’…”
-- Luke 2: 10
We are on the verge of a new year; and as with the dawn of a new day, the first appearance of
light beyond the COVID-19 pandemic is beginning to shine with the arrival of effective vaccines.
One of the scientific and medical world’s lead spokespersons, Dr. Anthony Fauci, is trusted for
his unwavering approach to the pandemic. As Director of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases since 1984, he has become the voice to calm fears about infectious diseases.
He was a pioneer who made significant contributions to HIV/AIDS research and treatment; and
who during the past year, has helped lead the way through another global crisis, the COVID-19
pandemic. When I listen to him speak with calmness and truth, I am reminded of the angel of
the Lord who appeared to the shepherds and said “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people…” God sends us messengers when and
where they are needed. Some wear white wings; some wear white coats.
The Judeo-Christian Bible begins with the book of Genesis, which is thought to have been written
about 3400 years ago. Even then, fear and anxiety needed to be addressed: Genesis 15:1 reads, “After
these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your
shield; your reward shall be very great’.” Between Genesis and Revelation, the last book of the Bible,
people are reassured not to fear more than 100 times. Revelation 1:17 says, “When I saw him, I fell
at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the
First and the Last’.” An ancient Arab proverb reminds folks to, “Trust in God, but tie your camel”, a
practical blend of faith and science. Today we pray for a cure to COVID-19, but support the scientists and
healthcare workers out there working to create vaccines and cure the disease.
Anxiety disorder, caused by intense feelings of fear and distress, is thought to be the most common mental illness
in the United States, effecting approximately forty million adults – almost 1 in 5. When I asked a psychiatry
professor “How does one know when treatment is needed?”, I got a straightforward answer, “Treatment is needed
when the patient cannot cope.” As long as we can sleep, eat, go to work or school, and interact with others, we are
probably okay; however, when the fear and anxiety prevents us from doing everyday activities, we
need to seek help. One of the many benefits we gain from religion is being able to have faith and
trust in a higher power. Studies have shown that as many as 80 percent of patients would like to
have their religious life addressed by their healthcare team. Rather than writing a prescription,
sometimes non-pharmacologic therapies such as listening, showing sincere compassion,
counseling, and prayer can make a difference. The phrase “Let go. Let God.” has helped many
sleep better and cope on
awakening. When religion and
medical sciences work well
together, we can sincerely say
“Do not be afraid”. There are
times when medicine cannot
cure, but religion can heal!

1st Place
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Fancy Farm Elementary School News
We have all students in 5th grade receiving a new book every month! Thank you to our book sponsors for
supporting us and encouraging the joy of reading.

Second
grade
students in Mrs.
Diane's class completed
a Rainbow Rubber Egg
experiment.

Even with masks and
social distancing we are
still able to work
together to have fun
while learning.
The first day of school can
make us all a little nervous -Mrs. Diane's second grade
read the book, First Day
Jitters, and drank jitter juice.
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Our second grade Reading
Buddy program will look a little
different this year.
We are
communicating via Pen Pal with
our buddies. The students were
super excited on back to school
night to receive a book/letter
from their reading buddies.
Mrs. Ballard's 4th graders
working on factors and multiples in math.
Students enjoyed learning about
famous US landforms and then made
them out of clay. Such a fun Social Studies project!

Quiz Quiz Trade Partner to practice vocabulary
in Reading Class. The kids said they had FUN!
Sixth graders learning how light interacts with
different materials.
Fancy Farm Elementary along with all the other
local schools received a Buddy Bench. The
Buddy Bench was provided by Logan's Legacy:
Be Kind, a non-profit group established in
loving memory of Logan C. Phillips
Sinclair. Logan was a student at Graves County
Middle
School
that tragically ended his own life last
January. Logan's family and friends have
started a Facebook page and mission to
encourage others to be kind to one
another and raise awareness of teen
suicide in our local area.
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Kristen Ballard's sixth grade students used food coloring to help further their understanding of ratios. Their goal
was to recreate the same shade as their teacher. 
Fourth graders at Fancy Farm investigated owl
pellets to see what story they tell about the
predator/prey relationship in a hillside
ecosystem. Owl pellets are the harder,
indigestible parts (teeth, bone, fur, feathers) of
their prey that travels back up the esophagus and
is regurgitated about 12 hours after the owl
ingests its prey.

The Mayfield/Graves County
Rotary Club donated dictionaries to
all third grade students. Thank you
Rotary Club!
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ELMER ELLIOTT TURNS 103!
Elmer is residing at Mills Health & Rehab Center. They do not allow visitors since COVID-19 but his family was
able to visit through the glass on his birthday, January 11, 2021. Elmer is St. Jerome’s oldest parishioner.
Congratulations!
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Heaven’s Call
NELSON, BARBARA A. 73, St. Charles Community — May 26, 2020 — Barbara is survived by her husband,
Gene Nelson; four daughters, Dee Dee Baka of Waterford, WI, Amber Dodson of Lone Oak, Katie Davis of
Bend, OR and Amy Fostervold of Madisonville, KY; two sisters, Pamela Gray of Brentwood, TN, Penny Snow of
Nashville, TN; two brothers, Charlie O’Neill of Crutchfield, KY and Billy O’Neill of Baytown, TX; five
grandchildren and three great grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents, John and Mary Virginia
Simon O’Neill; two sisters and four brothers.
ELLIOTT, ROBERT G. “BUCK” 82, Fancy Farm, KY — June 10, 2020 — Buck is survived by his wife Sara
Dalton Elliott; six daughters, Anita Elliott Ross of Murray, Caroyle Hughes of Mayfield, Phyllis Shelton of
Mayfield, Diane Redden of Fancy Farm, Denise Larkins of Bardwell and Cynthia Elliott of Fancy Farm; one son,
Gerald Elliott of Fancy Farm; one brother, Charles Leon Elliott of Paris, TX; 11 grandchildren; 18 great
grandchildren; and one great-great grandchild. He was preceded in death by his parents, William and Edna Elliott;
six brothers; and three grandsons.
SCHULLER, MARGARET THOMPSON 59, Nashville, TN — July 7, 2020 — She is survived by her husband,
Anthony Schuller; one daughter, Jessica Ligon; and one son, Jeremy Toon; her father, Raymond Thompson of
Fancy Farm; one brother, Joe Thompson of Fancy Farm; and one sister, Jeanean Dillard of Hawaii. She was
preceded in death by her mother, Norma Russell Thompson.
THOMPSON, MARY “JEAN” CARRICO 97, Dublin, OH — July 15, 2020 — Jean was born in Fancy Farm,
KY. She spent her adult life in Lexington, KY; married Bob Thompson, Jr. and raised four children: Barb
Swanson of Schereville, IN, Kathy Butler of Dublin, OH, Terri Jones Stein of Lexington, KY and Rob Thompson
of Harrodsburg, KY; she has nine grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
HOLLAND, GERALDINE “GERI” KORTE 85, Metropolis, IL — July 18, 2020 — Geri is survived by her
children, Kim Thomas, Melanie Morse, Jeff Holland and Jon Holland; seven grandchildren; 12 great
grandchildren; two sisters, Jane Stephenson and Diane Garrow; several nieces, nephews and cousins. She was
preceded in death by her parents, Lawrence and Margaret Koch Korte; her husband of 60 years, J.D. Holland.
CRUSE, RANDALL LEE 59, Pryorsburg Community — July 21, 2020 — Randall is survived by his wife, Deborah
Gardner Jackson Cruse; one son, Nathan Cruse of Phoenix, AZ; one daughter, Lee Ann Hutchins of Paducah;
two sisters, Lisa Ann Cruse of Paducah and Felecia Molott of Kevil; two brothers, Mark Allen Cruse of Paducah
and Steve Hendley of Mayfield; and two grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents, Lloyd Lee and
Georgia Ann Wallace Cruse; his first wife, Vicki Carrico Cruse; and one son, Lee Stuart Jackson.
ELLIOTT, JEANETTE HIGDON 99, Paducah, KY — July 25, 2020 — Jeanette is survived by her two daughters,
Elizabeth Ann “Bib” Northingon of Birmingham, AL and Susan Elliott House of Richmond, KY; her son, John
Elliott, Sr. of Paducah, KY; seven grandchildren; and 14 great grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her
husband, Clarence Elliott; her parents, Dr. Arthur Robert Higdon and Daisy Willett Higdon; four sisters, Sister
Roe Edna Higdon, SCN, Henrietta Mills, Patricia Elliott and Anna Rose Faulkner; and four brothers, Dr. Leon
Higdon, Ollie Higdon, Arthur Robert Higdon, Jr., and C.V. Higdon.
TOON, BELINDA JOAN 64, Mayfield, KY — July 30, 2020 — Belinda is survived by her two daughters, Holly
Ralph of Mayfield and Ashley Wilson of Fort Belvois, VA; one son, Patrick Thomas of Mayfield; one brother,
Joseph E. “Junior” Toon, Jr. of Fancy Farm; seven sisters, Joyce Schepers of Louisville, KY, Pat Nucup of
Hampton, VA; Frances Womble of Melber, KY; Gloria Gregory of Farmington, KY; Bonnie Henderson of
Bardwell, KY; Rebecca Williams of Murray, KY and Pam Green of Mayfield, KY; and nine grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her two sisters, Betty Clark and Mary Jo Toon; and her parents, Joseph Earl and Anna
Cissell Toon.
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JONES, STEVEN TODD 54, Fancy Farm, KY — August 8, 2020 — Steven is survived by his wife, Tamayla Jones;
father, Thomas V. Jones of Fancy Farm; one daughter, Ashleigh Freeman of Hampton, VA; one son, Kyle Jones of
Newport News, VA; one step-son, Alexander Pharris of Denver, CO; one step-daughter, Sarah Elizabeth Pharris of
Ali, PA; two brothers, David Jones of Mayfield and Craig Jones of College Station, TX; one half brother, Alan
Jones of Ardmore, OK; and seven grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his mother, Regina “Jo” Jones.
DUNEVANT, ROBERT L. 89, Fancy Farm, KY — August 9, 2020 — Robert is survived by his wife, Jean
“Carolyn” Burgess Dunevant; three daughters, Teresa Via and Tana Dunevant both of Wingo, KY and Christy
Scarbrough of Mayfield; two sons, Billy Toon of Fancy Farm and Jeff Toon of Murray; one sister, Wanda Mullins
of Wingo, KY; nine grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren and 13 great-great grandchildren. Robert was preceded
in death by a wife, Sue Dunevant; son, Mike Dunevant; parents, Elmer and Beulah Bullock Dunevant; two
brothers, Cornell Brown and Russell Brown; and a great-grandchild, Kendra Byassee.
CASH, TIM 60, Seattle, WA — August 9, 2020 — He is survived by his father, Joseph “Irvin” Cash of Paducah,
KY; four sons, Matt and Brandon Cash of Murray, KY, Zach Cash of Sacramento, CA, and Casey Cash of Japan;
two sisters, Kathy Morrison and Marilyn Flanagan both of Hodgenville, KY; and three brothers, Andy Cash of
Paducah, Rodney Cash of California, and Joe Cash of Arkansas. He was preceded in death by his mother, Anna
Margaret Neel Cash.
BLINCOE, GINA 45, Mayfield, KY — August 21, 2020 — She is survived by a brother, Joseph Blincoe of
Princeton, KY; two sisters, Lisa Blincoe and Jami Blincoe of Mayfield; her companion, Keith Greiwe; and two
nieces. She was preceded in death by her parents, Felix Anthony “Tony” and Nikki Nelson Blincoe.
BURGESS, WILLIAM JOSEPH “BILLY JOE” 80, St. Denis Community — September 15, 2020 — Survivors
include his wife of 59 years, Donna Burgess; one son, Tim Burgess of Fancy Farm; two daughters, Janet Burgess of
Fancy Farm and Sandy Mason of Mayfield; one sister, Wilma Toon of Fancy Farm; two grandchildren, a niece and
a nephew. Billy Joe was preceded in death by his parents, John William & Lala Thomas Burgess.
SHOCKLEY, CAROLYN 81, Paducah, KY — September 15, 2020 — She is survived by her two sons,
Christopher Shockley of Paducah and Mark Shockley of Evansville, IN; six grandchildren; five sisters; and six
brothers. She was preceded in death by her husband, Lester L. Shockley; two brothers; one sister; and her parents,
Thomas Everett & Anna Rita Courtney Wilson.
GORDON, STEPHEN HASKELL 72, Fancy Farm, KY — September 20, 2020 — He is survived by his wife,
Emma Lee Page Gordon; two daughters, Stephanie Gordon of Fancy Farm and Loretta Gordon of Benton; one
sister, Jackie Elliott of Fancy Farm; eight grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by
his wife, Louise Antoinette Colantouno Gordon; nine grandchildren, and his parents, Gifford and Amy Haskell
Gordon.
GORE, BILLY MICHAEL 75, Mayfield, KY — November 5, 2020 — He is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Pauline Goatley Gore; two daughters, Sarah Thompson of Fancy Farm and Peggy Goin on Mayfield; one son,
Billy Mark Gore of Mayfield; four sisters, Marie Davis of Memphis, Pat Wallace of Lexington, Norrie McClure of
Mayfield and Jeannie Dowdy of Wingo; two brothers, John Gore, Jr. of Wingo and Henry Gore of Mayfield; eight
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents, John and Jane Perkins Gore; one
brother, Tommy Gore; one granddaughter and one great-granddaughter.
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MCKINNEY, HELEN F. 81, Mayfield, KY — November 11, 2020 — She is survived by two daughters, Brenda
Stimson of Sedalia and Rebecca Newberry of Mayfield; one son, Bobby McKinney of Mayfield; five sisters, Betty
Holland and Barbara Hobbs of Mayfield, Ann Ellegood, Elexie McNutt and Cynthia Ricketts of Fancy Farm; two
brothers, David Hayden and Raymond Hayden of Fancy Farm; six grandchildren; and nine great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Albert and Mary Ballard Hayden; husband, Howard Lynn McKinney;
one sister, Margaret Burch; and five brothers, Joseph, Stephen, Jerry, Jimmy and Rudy Hayden.
LEE, MARY CLAVA 95, Mayfield, KY — November 25, 2020 — She is survived by six daughters: Carol Tucker of
Clinton, Marilyn Johnson of Mayfield, Barbara Lee of Paducah, Patricia Pittman of Mayfield, Brenda Turner of
Lowes, Terri Hunter of Farmington; six sons: Danny Lee, Bruce Lee, Dwight Lee, Paul Lee, and David Lee all of
Fancy Farm, Michael Lee of Wingo; one brother, Charles Rowe of Fancy Farm; 22 grandchildren, numerous greatgrandchildren and several great great grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her husband, James Ernest Lee;
parents, John Simon and Gertrude Bridget Thompson Rowe; one daughter, Monica Wolfe; three sons, James
Stanley Lee, Robert Dale Lee and Francis Mark Lee; four brothers, Wilbur, Frank, Tommy and Phillip Rowe; one
sister, Adeline Bishop; and one great granddaughter, Alison Rose Burnett.
WALSH, PAUL LEO 89, Fancy Farm, KY — December 1, 2020 — Mr. Walsh is survived by his three daughters,
Angie Burgess of Mayfield, Joni Magness of Reidland, and Becca Walsh of St. Petersburg, FL; one son, Pat Walsh
of Frankfort, KY; six grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Rose
Edna Walsh; his second wife, Faye Walsh; four brothers; four sisters; one grandson, Kyle Burgess; one
granddaughter, Candice Payne; and his parents, John Joseph & Clara Elizabeth Enright Walsh.
BALLARD, JOHN ED 73, Fancy Farm, KY — December 29, 2020 — He is survived by one sister, Daisy Dowdy of
Cuba; three brothers, Charles Ballard and William York Ballard both of Paducah, and Thomas L. Ballard of
Farmington; several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, James Martin and Rose Nell
Brown Ballard.
STEINBECK, WANDA MARIE 69, Bardwell, KY— December 30, 2020 — She is survived by four cousins, Cecil
C. “Chris” Johnson and Jerome M. Johnson of Campton Hills, IL, John Steinbeck of Bardwell, Leah Steinbeck
Workman of Paducah. She was preceded in death by her parents, an infant sister, Kathryn Louise Steinbeck; her
paternal grandparents, Jerry M. and Annye Moyers, Steinbeck; her aunt and uncle, Evelyn and Martin Johnson of
IL; her cousins, Walter Steinbeck, Lorri Steinbeck Holder and William Steinbeck.
REDDICK, INEZ DUNN 97, Bardwell, KY — January 4, 2021 — Inez is survived by five daughters, Brenda
Martin of Kirbyton, Sarah Davis of Cunningham, Patsy Doom of Benton, Cina Wilson of Paducah and Gail
Geveden of Lynchburg, VA; two sons, Larry Joe Reddick and Sam Reddick both of Bardwell; daughter-in-law,
Donna Reddick of Bardwell; 24 grandchildren; 28 great-grandchildren; three great-great-grandchildren; and
several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her husband, Joseph Reddick; one son, Tommy
Reddick; one sister, Ruby Hobbs; four brothers, Keith Dunn, Bobby Dunn, Lillard Dunn, Jr. and Billy Dun; and
her parents.
TOON, MARY WILMA 93, St. Denis Community — January 13, 2021 — She is survived by a daughter, Shirley J.
Toon of the St. Denis Community; a son, William Donnie Toon of Mayfield; one granddaughter; two greatgrandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild. She was preceded in death by her husband, John D. Toon; her
parents, John William and Lala Thomas Burgess; and a brother, Billy Joe Burgess.
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. JEROME
*Confirmation Retreat — February 27, 2021
*Stations of the Cross — Wednesday’s during Lent at 6:00 PM
*Holy Thursday, April 1 — Mass at 7:00 PM
*Good Friday, April 2, 2021
Services at 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM
*Easter Vigil, April 3, 2021 — Mass at 8:00 PM
*Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021
Mass times are 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM
*Sacrament of Confirmation — April 17, 2021
*Prayer Day for First Communion Class — April 25, 2021
*First Communion — May 2, 2021
St. Jerome Church
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