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Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

Thank you to everyone who has participated, thus far, in the 
Catholic Leadership parish survey. The online connection is 
now available at our website www.nativitymary.org, or go 
directly to https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk.  
Paper surveys remain available at the church entrances and 
can be returned when completed.  
 
As was mentioned, this survey is being conducted through-
out our Diocese in all parishes. It will assist all of us in  
reflecting on where we have been, where we are now and 
where we want to be in the future as a strong, vibrant and 
faith filled St. Mary’s Catholic parish family. In addition, the 
survey is intended to provide us with the opportunity to 
reflect on our own spiritual growth and give our parish 
feedback on the efforts it is making to help with this.  
 
Please keep our eight parish confirmation candidates in 
your prayers these coming days as they prepare to receive 
this important sacrament on Sunday, October 31st. For your 
planning, while November 1st, Monday, is not a Holy Day of 
obligation this year, there will be an 8:15 am Mass for All 
Saints Day. 
 
-Msgr. Dan 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
 

On Friday, October 8, 2021, the Assistant Director of 
Schools, Mrs. Therese Milbrath visited St. Mary School to 
meet with myself and Monsignor Dan as a routine visit to 
all the schools in the Diocese of Madison.  Mrs. Milbrath 
was helpful with responding to questions concerning the 
upcoming Accreditation Visit and for reviewing our school 
plans for Evangelization.  She also was able to visit our 
classrooms and asked me to express to you how 
“welcome” she was made to feel by the staff and parents 
of our school.  She was also very complimentary of how 
well our building has been taken care of.  
 
It was a real pleasure to attend the final Cross Country 
Meet this at Peace Park.  Our students ran hard and well 
represented St. Mary’s School.  It was the perfect way to 
end the week!  Thank you to coaches Macek and Olver.  
Volleyball and basketball began last Monday. 
 
Just a reminder that the Annual Steeple Chase is Sunday, 
October 17, 2021, at 12:00 noon.  We are planning on  
having a school family Mass that same day, at the 10:30 
a.m. Mass.  As in past family Masses, our students and staff 
will play important liturgical roles on that day. 
 
In the Catholic Church, each of the 12 months of the year 
has a special devotional theme. It’s a great way to bring 
special traditions, symbols, colors, and even foods into 
our faith life at home.  As we all know, October is the 
month of the Holy Rosary, and this past Wednesday, the 
entire school was involved in a prayer service as a  
Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary.   
 
Finally, we are again looking for a Maintenance Engineer.   
Potential applicants can contact the parish office at  
608-752-7861 or the school office at 608-754-5221 for a 
job description and an application.   
 
God Bless! 
 
- Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

Manager of Maintenance Services Needed 
 

St, Mary’s Parish and School is accepting applications for a 
Manager of Maintenance Services.   
 
The role of this position is to maintain the physical  
facilities of the church and school in a condition of  
excellence, cleanliness and safety.   
 
A one year certificate from a college or technical school;  
or three to six months related experience and/or training; 
or an equivalent combination of these is required. 
 
Potential applicants can contact the parish office at  
608-752-7861 or the school office at 608-754-5221 for a 
job description and an application.   

SCRIP cards can be purchased in the school office,  
or online at ShopWithScrip.com 

Stewardship:   

The careful and responsible management  

of something entrusted to ones care. 
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Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mk 10:45) 
 

******************************************************* 
“What do you wish me to do for you?” Whether we realize it, this 
is a question God is always asking. It’s an important question 
because the answer we provide will reveal a great deal about 
where our hearts lie. Our requests of God can often appear very 
noble and altruistic. They consist of requests for healing for 
someone in need of prayers, successful resolution of a personal 
conflict, assistance in overcoming a disease and myriad other 
desires for both ourselves and others. We are especially  
concerned about those we love and can easily find ourselves 
bringing their struggles to God for a hearing in our prayer. 
 

Is that really all that prayer is about? The woman in today’s  
Gospel, having been put in her place by Jesus, was only looking 
out for the wellbeing of her sons. She was doing what mothers 
do, protecting and securing the livelihood of her children. But 
she was sadly mistaken, her request was not granted. We all 
make this same misguided mistake from time to time. The goal of 
prayer is not to convince God of the worthiness of our agenda or 
to gain a hearing. Sometimes we believe that the more we  
multiply our prayers or discover the right combination of  
supplications that we will receive more of God’s attention. That’s 
not how it works. Even though God desires to hear, know, and be 
an intimate part of what is on our minds, it goes much deeper. 
 
What we need from God is a relationship. It’s a relationship that 
guides and immerses us in the very stuff of life and in the  
direction of the Gospel. This relationship sees God’s kingdom and 
agenda, not our own, as what is most important. It builds the 
strength of character necessary to bring God’s Gospel into a 
world that may not receive it with open arms. It may cause us 
discomfort and suffering. We are asked to heroically journey 
with God through suffering, hardship, ridicule, and even death! 
Ultimately, our desire from God must become our desire for God. 
It is only when this happens that the powerful words “thy will be 
done” will be found with sincerity and humility on our lips. 
Whatever God wishes becomes what we wish as we see this  
glorious union of wills. Our humble lives will then become  
powerful witnesses, and what happens to us in God’s eternal 
kingdom the result of his mercy. We become true servants and 
find ourselves discovering God’s definition of success. That  
definition has nothing at all to do with status, income, or  
privilege.   

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Ben, Michael and Randy, Bill, Valerie Boggs, 

Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, Sue Creek,  

Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri, LeeAnn Gilligan,  

Corbin Grieving, Hannah, Jackie H.,  

Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Greg Kraft, Mary McGuire, Patricia Mosher, 

Pat & Mark, Richard Peck, Max Rammer,  

Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, October 17, 2021 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 53:10-11 / Heb 4:14-16 / Mk 10:35-45 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, October 24, 2021 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 31:7-9 / Heb 5:1-6 / Mk 10:46-52 
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October is the month  
of the Holy Rosary 
 

What’s Happening 

History of the Rosary  
 

Question:  What is the history 
 of the rosary? Where did this prayer come from? 
 

Answer:  Although a longstanding tradition attributed the 
rosary to Saint Dominic and the Dominican Order, the  
practice of using beads to count prayers predates the  
Dominicans by a few hundred years. In fact, it seems that 
what we now think of as the rosary (which means “garland 
of roses”) was first developed by illiterate peasants and 
religious brothers and sisters as a way of offering 150 “Our 
Fathers” to replace the praying of the 150 psalms in the 
Divine Office.  
 

The practice of reciting 150 Hail Marys (which was later 
subdivided into 15 decades of 10 Hail Marys) arose during 
the late Middle Ages. Devotion to the rosary began to  
flourish in the nineteenth century, especially as new  
devotions to Mary began to spread throughout Europe and 
the New World. An annual liturgical celebration of Our  
Lady of the Rosary was introduced into the Church  
calendar in 1573 and it has been observed on the date of 
October 7 since 1913.  
 

In the apostolic letter On the Most Holy Rosary , Pope Saint 
John Paul II not only added five new mysteries to the  
traditional fifteen, but he also reminded Catholics that the 
rosary is, at its core, an opportunity to go deeper into the 
life of Jesus: “The rosary, though clearly Marian in  
character, is at heart a Christocentric prayer …  It has all 
the depth of the Gospel message in its entirety, of which it 
can be said to be a compendium. It is an echo of Mary’s 
prayer, her perennial Magnificat … With the rosary, the 
Christian people sit at the school of Mary and are led to 
contemplate the beauty of the face of Christ and to  
experience the depths of his love” (no. 1). 
 

More on the Rosary 
 

Visit FORMED, our “online library” for Catholic content, 
free to you as a member of St. Mary’s.   
 

Over 4,000 Catholic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks,  
e-books, and even cartoons for our children, including: 
 

To Jesus through Mary - a Family Manual of the Rosary 
and Mysteries, The Traditional Catholic Rosary, Pope 
John Paul II’s Letter on the Rosary, Wisdom of the 
Saints Rosary, A Daily Rosary for Peace …..  
and many, many more titles! 
 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                                    

Enter your name and your email address 

ECHO HAPPENINGS 
 

Empty Bowls TO GO — Saturday, October 23 
Fight to end hunger with handmade soups from local 
restaurants.  Soups will be pre-sold in quart freezer safe 
containers.  Pricing $10 per quart.  Call ECHO for further 
information 608-754-5333 or to place your order. 
 
BUCKY’S BOOK—You can SUPPORT JANESVILLE ECHO 
and it can COST YOU NOTHING!  There’s $20,000+ in 
50% OFF SAVINGS in Bucky Book’s 30 Anniversary  
Edition so use just one or two coupons over the next year 
(valid to Oct. 2022) to repay your $35 then it will cost 
you nothing to support ECHO…and you could save $100s 
more! There’s 50 % OFF at 40+ local Janesville  
businesses including groceries, 30 golf courses (valid 
next year), restaurants, pizza, fast food, entertainment, 
car washes, shopping, WI Dells, and so much more for 
you and your family!  
 

BONUS!  
As a THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT, you’ll also  
receive an ABSOLUTELY FREE Coffee & Donut from  
Dunkin Donuts!   
 

Please support ECHO to continue helping those in need 
and order now at our landing page:  
https://www.buckybook.com/echo-janesville.  
 

Thank you for supporting ECHO! 

Delving into Disabilities – With Denise Tess  
(For Teens and Adults) 
Thursday, October 21, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 

Program Description: What is the reality of a person  
living with a physical disability? Successes, challenges, 
and barriers will be presented as we walk through a day 
with an individual living with vision loss. What issues 
(employment, transportation, vaccinations, voting) are 
effectively being addressed in our state for all persons 
with a disability? What accommodations need to be  
taken? It’s time for more awareness and action. 
 

Speaker’s Bio: Ms. Denise Jess is the Executive Director 
for the Wisconsin Council of the Blind & Visually  
Impaired. Ms. Jess continues being a strong advocate for 
the disabled communities. Her participation in a  
multitude of state organizations reflects her passion in 
the areas of transportation and voting. 
 

Program is Virtual – registration is required.  Look for a 
ZOOM Link on Facebook under Hedberg Public Library. 

https://signup.formed.org/
https://www.buckybook.com/echo-janesville
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What’s Happening 

RE PROGRAM GROWING and in need! 
Our RE program has gained students this year and we are 
in strong need of two more catechists, one for 4th grade 
and another for 6th/7th grade.  These are great kids to 
work with...fun, funny and eager to learn about our faith. 
It only requires 75 minutes a week, from 5:45-7p on 
Wednesdays.  You do NOT need to be a teacher to be a 
catechist!!  You only need a sincere love of children and a 
desire to save souls by sharing your faith, so they can 
grow theirs!!  Please consider helping our children.  You 
will find it immensely rewarding!!  
 

Contact Colleen Szerlong if you wish to be a part of a most 
rewarding experience.  re@nativitymary.org, or 752-7861 
x 104. 

Our Catholic Update program, for parents and parish 

adults, runs from 6-6:30pm each Wednesday in room 

315 of our school.  Catholic Update is a quick half hour on 

timely, relevant and often wondered about Catholic  

topics.  There will be a brief 10 minute lesson, a handout 

or two, and then time for Q & As.  Please join us in  

chatting and learning more about being Catholic, and 

helping us all to grow in love and faith!!  

CALLED FOR MORE—Parish Survey 
 

Nativity of Mary will be participating in a parish survey 
about discipleship conducted by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute!  We need your help! 
 

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute  
survey online.  The survey can be accessed through an 
online link from October 14 – November 22, 2021 and 
will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and 
enable you to provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to 
help you grow.  All responses will be confidential and the 
parish will only receive information about the community 
as whole. The link will be:  
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk. 
 

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.  
This information will be invaluable to Msgr. Dan and our 
various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to be 
the best disciples we can be.  We will receive the results 
this spring/summer at which time we will share what we 
have learned with the entire parish. 
 

If you prefer a paper copy you may pick up a paper copy of 
the survey after daily and Sunday Masses .  They will be 
located at the entrances of the church and the parish office.  
To submit the completed paper survey, please drop off in 
the collection basket or at the parish office.  To make  
special arrangements for getting a paper copy, please  
contact the Parish office at 608-752-7861 x 100.   
 

Thank you for helping with this important project! 

Traveling Chalice 
 

Dear Parish, your response to our initial “back in action” 
sign up for hosting our Traveling Chalice was  
tremendous...and tremendously appreciated!!  Your  
kindness and your generosity in prayer for vocations is 
priceless.  Thank you!! 
 

Soon, we will have another weekend of sign ups for 2022.  
You will also be able to sign up again via Sign Up Genius 
and I will post when 2022 is available online. 
 

Meanwhile, we have 3 slots to fill before the end of 2021. 

If you are willing and able to host our Traveling Chalice 

during the week of November 21, December 12 or  

December 19, please let me know.  We would love to have 

those spots filled and the stream of prayers be  

continuous!! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040a4eadac2ea6fd0-traveling 

BULLETIN  
If you would like your bulletin delivered right to your 
email, please visit parishesonline.com, enter zip code 
53545, select Nativity of Mary and then press the  
subscribe button.  You’ll need to enter your name and 
email address.  That’s it!  You can also access our bulletin 
at our website www.nativitymary.org. 

mailto:re@nativitymary.org
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk


Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, October 18 
  No Mass 
Tuesday, October 19 
   12:10 PM  Denise & Roger Salomez 
Wednesday, October 20 
   8:15 AM  Don Birschbach 
Thursday, October 21 
   8:15 AM 
Friday, October 22 
    8:15 AM  Jean Delaplanque 
Saturday, October 23 
  4:30 PM  Catherine Cooper—12 Years 
Sunday, October 24 
      8:30 AM   Claudia Williams 
  10:30 AM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
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Adoration 
Friday, following the 8:15 AM Mass 

 

Confessions 
Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 PM 
Saturdays 9:30-10:30 AM 

News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

Please support  
our bulletin advertisers! 

International Combined Collection 
 
Next weekend, October 24 – 25th, the International  
Combined Collection will be conducted in our parish.   
This collection is combining the following individual  
collections: 
 

 World Mission Support 

 Catholic Relief Services 

 Church in Central & Eastern Europe 

 Church in Latin America 

 Peter’s Pence 

 Pastoral Solidarity for the Church in Africa 
 

Your help in supporting these collections is critical.  Please 
take this week to pray about the support you can provide.  
An envelope was included with those mailed to your home, 
or you may simply mark your donation International  
Combined Collection.  Thank you for your consideration. 

The Diocese of Madison is hiring: 
Did you know that Catholic Charities supports adults with 
developmental disabilities in their homes? Catholic  
Charities supports several dozen clients who need some 
extra help being independent in the community. We are 
currently hiring Community Support Specialists to work in 
the homes of our clients! This is an amazing opportunity to 
make a difference in the lives of our clients and help them 
to participate in activities in the community! Please email 
your resume to kellis@ccmadison.org if this sounds like a 
job for you! 
 

Did you know that Catholic Charities provides mental 
health services in the Madison Metropolitan School District 
and surrounding areas? Catholic Charities Building Bridges 
program is in need of a fluent Spanish speaking mental 
health professional to support children between 4k-8th 
grade. This program provides mental health services to 
students and provides supports to families in need. Email 
kellis@ccmadison.org if this sounds like a fit for you! 

http://www.nativitymary.org
mailto:kellis@ccmadison.org
mailto:kellis@ccmadison.org
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608-756-4191
2307 Milton Ave 

Janesville

 

 

 

Water Softeners 

 Water Heaters • Bottled Water 

Service - Sales - Rentals 

Over 60 years of service 

www.edwaterworks.com 

752-4718

 

• Roofing 
   Shingles/Flat 
• Siding 
   Vinyl/Overhangs/Trim 
• Insulation 
• Rain Gutters

26 S Arch St. 754-3385

ADAMS
Since 1941  

608.752.8359
4721 E. Milwaukee St. 
Janesville, WI 53546

Hours: Mon-Fri: 7 - 5:30 
Saturday: 7 - Noon

      LP      LP
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

JANESVILLE, WI               Est. 1958
+Tree & stump removal
+Professional Tree Diagnosis
+Winter snow removal

608-754-2312 www.lptree.com

      LP      LP
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Cozumel Mexican 
Restaurant

2900 Deerfield Dr., Suite 190 
Janesville, WI 53546 

(608) 756-9442

Hours:  
Mon.-Sat. 11AM - 10PM 

Sun. 11AM-9PM

STEVEN T. CAYA
Personal Injury Attorney

100 S. Main St. • PO BOX 8100
Janesville, WI 53547-8100

(800) 754-8110
scaya@nowlan.com

www.injurylawyerwi.com

• • Bird Seed   
• • Softener Salt

We Deliver

975 S. Jackson St., Janesville, WI 
Parishioner             752-3058

 

A Family Tradition since 1885

 • Neal J. Schneider • Emily Leifer 

 • Andi Emmel  • Andy Snow 

 • Heidi Mannion • Aaron Kerr 

www.schneiderfuneraldirectors.com

1800 E. Racine St.     608-754-4444

Kevin Apfel 
James “Jim” Wolfe 

Jenifer Apfel
21 S. Austin Rd (PO Box 8186) 

Janesville, WI 53547

608-752-2444
info@apfelwolfe.com 
www.apfelwolfe.com

Contact Marcia Boswell to place an 
ad today! mboswell@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2246
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Denny’s Auto Center LLC
MORRIS OLSEN        JESSIE DAVIS

SPECIALISTS ON
• AUTOMATIC AND MANUAL 
 TRANSMISSIONS 
• CLUTCH WORK 
 - FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
• REAR AXLE REPAIR • 4X4 REPAIR

In Business for 54 Years

(608) 754-0661
420 W. MILWAUKEE ST • JANESVILLE, WI 

www.dennysautocenter.com
 

DeDicateD to GivinG  
Peace of MinD  

Personal choice 
lower cost

FREE Pre-Planning Offered

(608) 754-8700 

WWW.866ALLFAITHS.COM

mercyhealthsystem.org

(608) 756-6100

Parishioner

NOW ENROLLING 
CLASS 2018-2019

OFFERING S.T.E.M./P4J & 
BEFORE & AFTER CARE

LEARN GROW SERVE
www.StMarySchoolWI.com 
info@StMarySchoolWI.com 
or call us @ 608 754 5221

119 N. Main St. • Downtown Janesville 
www.block42janesville.com

MANDY LUX 
REALTOR®
Cell: 608.290.3320
 

mandy@c21affiliated.com 

2715 Kennedy Road 
Janesville, WI 53545

Langer enterprise LLc 
Home Improvements

Larry Langer 
Contractor/Consultant

Call Larry for your  
next home project
608-757-1263  
or 608-201-2253

Licensed & Insured

Dr. Lynae D. Ellis, DDS, MS 
Board Certified Orthodontist 

2728 Woodlane Dr., Janesville 

www.ellisortho.net 608-563-5011

Contact Marcia Boswell 

to place an ad today! 

mboswell@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2246


