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St. William ............................ Sat. 4:00 pm  
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We, the Catholic family of Nativity of Mary, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, the sacraments, fellowship, evangelization and outreach, we will share the word of Christ 
in our community. -Mission Statement 
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News & Notes 

St. Mary  
School 

From the Desk of Msgr. Dan ……. 

All Saints Day Mass at St. Mary’s will be at 8:15 am, this 
coming Monday, November 1st. This is not a Holy Day of 
obligation this year. All Souls Day Mass on Tuesday,  
November 2nd, will be at 12:10 pm.  The All Souls Day  
Memorial Service will be Tuesday evening at 6:30. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. 
 

National Vocation Awareness Week, November 1 – 7, brings 
a special emphasis to our parish Traveling Chalice Vocation 
Program to promote vocations to the ordained ministry and 
religious life. Our personal invitation to those we think 
would be good candidates to consider a Church vocation 
can be very instrumental in God’s call in their life. This  
invitation can be as simple as asking if the person has ever 
thought about the priesthood or religious life. Letting them 
know that they have impressed you by their example and 
participation in the life of the Church or something along 
those lines. The Holy Spirit can take it from there. Feel free 
to let me know if I should follow up with someone on the 
topic of being called to serve in the Church.   
 
Thank you for your prayers for our all who currently serve 
in Church vocations and for the Lord to bless us with more 
of them. 
 

-Msgr. Dan 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

The WRISA school accreditation visit for St. Mary School 
took place this past week.  It began with a dinner and  
focus interview of the Parish Finance Council and the 
School Board by the five member accreditation team.  The  
visiting team interviewed school staff, visited classrooms 
and reviewed the significant self-study document that 
details the operations of the school and parish.  They also 
met with some of the members of the student council to 
gain a student experience of St. Mary School.  The  
accreditation team is co-chaired by Mr. Tevor Sievert, 
Principal of Our Lady of Assumption School in Beloit, and 
Mrs. Therese Milbrath, the Assistant Director of the  
Diocese of Madison Office of Schools.  A special thank you 
to Mrs. Katie Field, Mrs. Sarah Hodge and Mr. Villalpando 
who performed extra duties as we prepared for the  
on-site visit.  
 

The Home & School Committee held a Zoom meeting last 
week as well.  Mr. Jeff Thompson from Lee Recreation was 
the guest, and a quote for the proposed playground  
renovation was discussed.  
 

May we be persistent in our faith, O Lord and rely and 
follow you always as we open ourselves to the call for true 
discipleship.  
 

- Dr. Kim Ehrhardt, Principal 

Manager of Maintenance Services Needed 
 

St, Mary’s Parish and School is accepting applications for a 
Manager of Maintenance Services.   
 

The role of this position is to maintain the physical  
facilities of the church and school in a condition of  
excellence, cleanliness and safety.   
 

A one year certificate from a college or technical school;  
or three to six months related experience and/or training; 
or an equivalent combination of these is required. 
 

Potential applicants can contact the parish office at  
608-752-7861 or the school office at 608-754-5221 for a 
job description and an application.   

 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work 
supporting your parish and school with over fifty retailers. 
Grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, department 
stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, spas and more!  
 

SCRIP can now be purchased digitally with  
MyScripWallet.com for your phone and ShopWithScrip.com 
for your desktop.  To get set up, call the school office at 
(608) 754-5221 x 110. 

Thank You 
A new thurible in which incense is burned during worship 
services has been donated to St. Mary’s parish. This gift 
from the Birschbach family is in memory of Don who died 
recently. We thank them for this enhancement to the  
solemnity of our liturgies in which Don participated so  
faithfully. 

“The Rosary is a long chain that connects heaven 
and earth.  One end of it is in our hands, and the 
other end is in the hands of the Holy Virgin ….. 
The Rosary prayer rises like incense to the feet of 
the Almighty.”  - St. Therese of Lisieux 
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Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

And when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, 
he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.” (Mk 12:34) 
 

******************************************************* 
Centuries of God’s devoted people have found this prayer on 
their lips: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone!” The fundamental prayer has been laid as the  
cornerstone of many spiritual lives. Where did you learn how 
to pray or did you? Maybe there is a wisdom figure in your 
life who inspired and guided you by the genuine, holy  
simplicity of their lives. His or her example may have led you 
to God and taught you how to pray. Or perhaps you  
discovered this art on your own after stumbling over yourself 
enough times and finally realizing it was time to reach out to 
Someone greater than yourself. There is a timeless truth that 
we not only tend to forget, but may have never learned. There 
is only one God, the Lord alone! As a result, we often worship 
other gods rather than the One true God. Everything in our 
life gets distorted and we find ourselves lost and off center. 
 

If we haven’t learned it yet, there is a life lesson at the top of 
all of the possible lessons to be learned. There is One True 
and Eternal God who alone has a solitary claim on us and 
must be loved with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
Until we learn this primary lesson, we run the risk of getting 
distracted and sidetracked. We will also never really figure 
out what is at the heart of the relationships we share with the 
other human beings on this planet with whom we share life. 
That one primary lesson will teach us the second most  
valuable lesson: that we must love our neighbor as ourselves. 
You cannot have one without the other. The presence of God 
in the core soul of each one of us requires that all of our  
relationships work together. This truth is at the heart of the 
Gospel. 
 

If every human being, each in their own way, could stumble 
upon and genuinely embrace this truth, look how different 
life would be! Our priorities will immediately shift from “I and 
me” to “us and we” and we will develop a more inclusive  
vision for our brothers and sisters. Concerned not only about 
my own wellbeing and happiness but also that of our  
brothers and sisters, humanity stands a chance at succeeding 
in the struggle with injustice, abuse, inequity, violence, war, 
entitlement, and privilege.  It seems that getting to this point 
has been at the heart of the Gospel and the kingdom of God 
from the moment Jesus first started to preach. It’s a wonder 
why, then, why so many centuries later, we have still failed to 
achieve his vision. Maybe we just haven’t learned our primary 
lessons yet.   

Scripture Focus on Faith 
 

Please Pray For Our Parishioners 
 

Bill, Valerie Boggs, Mary Casper, Noah Cotter, 

Sue Creek, Mary Lynn Fox, Gerri,  

LeeAnn Gilligan, Corbin Grieving, Hannah, 

Jackie H., Alice Jensen, Christine Ansier Katzer, 

Greg Kraft, Matt, Mary McGuire,  

Patricia Mosher, Pat & Mark, Richard Peck, 

Max Rammer, Fran Rivera, Heather Saalfeld,  

Madelynn Schieve, Colleen Schroeder,  

Andrew Stuehler, Tammy, Cory & Barb,  

Mary Tullis, Avalon Widner 

Sacraments 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Infant Baptism: Registered members of the parish are  
welcome to arrange for their baby’s baptism by signing up 
for the necessary preparation program for parents. 
 

RCIA 
Please call anytime if you would like to discuss Catholicism 
and see how joining the Church may offer you a deeper  
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Contact Colleen Szerlong at  
608-752-7861 x 104 or email re@nativitymary.org. 
 

Catholic Women’s Club 
Contact Jan Bier at 774-5916 for more information. 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Contact Jim Mullen at 608-201-9860 for more information. 
 

Adult Catholic Spirit Club 
Contact Dolores Dilley 752-2587. 
 

Bulletin Deadline 
Mondays at 9:00 AM. Please contact Sharlet Collins at the 
Rectory, 752-7861 or email psec@nativitymary.org. 

Prayer Network 
 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God;  
believe also in me.—John 14:1 
 

Bring  your cares to Jesus.  Storm heaven with a string of 
prayers by calling Mary Ann 608-754-5284.  Your prayer 
intention remains anonymous.  No names are used as it is 
passed along, and taken to our Lord by the faithful,  
compassionate members of St. Mary’s Prayer Network. 

Readings for Sunday, October 31, 2021 
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dt 6:2-6 / Heb 7:23-28 / Mk 12:28b-34 
 

Readings for Next Sunday, November 7, 2021 
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kgs 17:10-16 /  Heb 9:24-28 / Mk 12:38-44 
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October is the month  
of the Holy Rosary 
 

What’s Happening 

Pray the Rosary— Gather with 
the Knights of Columbus, following 
8:30 am Mass, the first Sunday each 
month, to pray the rosary together 
at St. Mary’s. 
 
Question:  
I’ve seen people hang rosaries over the rear-view  
mirrors in their cars and a few of them wear them 
around their necks. Is it OK to do that? 
 

Answer:   
The practice of hanging a rosary or a religious medal off of 
the rearview mirror of one’s car is a fairly popular custom 
across many cultures. While there is no particular rule  
approving or condemning this practice, we should also be 
mindful of the respect and reverence due to religious  
objects and devotional items (i.e. sacramentals).  
 

An important point to consider would be the reason why 
one chooses to place a rosary or religious medal in our 
cars. Is it a reminder of the protection and intercession of 
Mary and the saints? Does it encourage us to be mindful of 
God’s presence, even in such a mundane task as driving? Is 
it an outward expression of our more private devotions?  
 

One advantage of having a rosary or religious medal in our 

cars is that it can also serve as a reminder to pray when we 

travel, asking for protection for ourselves and for other 

motorists or commuters. Certainly, invoking the protection 

and prayers of the saints is a wonderful practice for 

families, helping to reinforce our belief in the communion 

of saints and the care and concern we owe to one another. 
 

LPI 
 
More on the Rosary 
 

Visit FORMED, our “online library” for Catholic content, 
free to you as a member of St. Mary’s.   
 

Over 4,000 Catholic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks,  
e-books, and even cartoons for our children, including: 
 

To Jesus through Mary - a Family Manual of the Rosary 
and Mysteries, The Traditional Catholic Rosary, Pope 
John Paul II’s Letter on the Rosary, Wisdom of the 
Saints Rosary, A Daily Rosary for Peace …..  
and many, many more titles! 
 

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content,  
follow these simple steps:                                                                                   

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter our parish’s zip code, 53545                                                                                                                    

Enter your name and your email address 

Memorial Service 
 

Throughout the month of November we remember those 
who have gone before us, especially those from our own 
parish who have passed within the last year. 
 

In the month of November we will place the Book of the 
Dead in the church.  All parishioners are invited to write 
the names of those who have died in this book and we 
will include them in our prayers. 
 

The Memorial Service to honor all 
Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
who have died during the past year 
will be on Tuesday, November 2,  
at 6:30 pm. 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us for 
this event.  Parishioners are  
welcome to bring photos of loved 
ones to be placed by the altar. 

 

Liz Barrett 
Don Birschbach 
Linda Brown 
Karen Bullis 
William Cabanowski, Jr.  
Helen Close 
Janet Edwards 
Mary Farley 
Mary Jo Fox 
Frank Hilt 
Lee Kessler 
Gladys Kreger 
Rosemary Ludwig 
Bill McClintock  

Vincent McKeown 
Dorothy Murphy 
Harold Robb 
Rollie Royce 
Rick Santillo 
Doris Schumacher 
Dorothy Smith  
Dorothy Thompson 
Edna Thorp 
Carol Vesely 
Betty Welch 
George Wellnitz 
Edward Williams 
Dick Wixom 

REFLECT Weekend Retreat 
Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Are you looking for a 
renewed sense of purpose and belonging? Register today 
for a life-changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the Joseph 
& Mary Retreat House (formerly Cardinal Stritch Retreat 
House) in Mundelein, IL (northern suburbs), on Nov 12-14, 
2021. Take a chance and get involved... you won't regret 
it!  Cost is $215 for meals and a single room.  
Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com, 
e-mail reflect.chicagoland@gmail.com,  
or call (630) 222-8303 for details. 

Eternal rest grand unto them O Lord  
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

November 1, 2020—October 31, 2021 
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What’s Happening 
 

 
 
 

 
God of day and God of darkness, now we stand before the 
night; As the shadows stretch and deepen, come and make 
our darkness bright. 
 

After a long absence, the words of Marty Haugen’s  
beautiful song welcome us back to Taize’ Prayer at St. Mary.  
The shortened days and early evenings of November invite 
us to seek light and warmth and open our hearts to  
reflection.  Our second-Monday-of-the-month Taize’ Prayer 
experience will be on Monday,  November 8 at 7:00 PM.   
As always, our time together will offer a chance to  
un-crowd our hearts and minds and refresh our spirits.  
Come and bask in the light of candles and the warmth of  
friendship, raise your voice in simple and prayerful songs, 
attend to God’s message in Scripture, and listen in silence 
for God’s voice in your heart.   
 

Those who have participated in Taize’ Prayer in the past 
will find most everything to be familiar.  However, we do 
encourage those attending to wear masks, especially if they 
have not been vaccinated, and observe social distancing as 
before.  It will be good to be together again. 

CALLED FOR MORE—Parish Survey 
 

Nativity of Mary will be participating in a parish survey 
about discipleship conducted by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute!  We need your help! 
 

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute  
survey online.  The survey can be accessed through an 
online link from October 14 – November 22, 2021 and 
will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and 
enable you to provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to 
help you grow.  All responses will be confidential and the 
parish will only receive information about the community 
as whole. The link will be:  
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/d/kg9ktk. 
 

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.  
This information will be invaluable to Msgr. Dan and our 
various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to be 
the best disciples we can be.  We will receive the results 
this spring/summer at which time we will share what we 
have learned with the entire parish. 
 

If you prefer a paper copy you may pick up a paper copy of 
the survey after daily and Sunday Masses .  They will be 
located at the entrances of the church and the parish office.  
To submit the completed paper survey, please drop off in 
the collection basket or at the parish office.  To make  
special arrangements for getting a paper copy, please  
contact the Parish office at 608-752-7861 x 100.   
 

Thank you for helping with this important project! 

Taize’  Prayer 
St. Mary, Janesville 

Prayers for Our Confirmation Candidates 
 

This year, eight of our St. Mary’s young people will be 
Confirmed in the Holy Spirit on Sunday, October 31, 
2021 at St. William's, with Bishop Donald Hying  
presiding. This Confirmation class has worked hard, and 
grown strong in their Catholic faith.   Please pray for 
them as they prepare to receive the gifts of the Holy  
Spirit and use them abundantly as full members of the 
Catholic Church.  
 

Blessings to each of you and may you rejoice in the Lord 

as he sends the Holy Spirit upon you!! 

Jackson Bertagnoli 
Nina Johnson 

Addison Kessler 
Isabel Perry 

Bridget Reilly 
Ava Spies 
Cole Spies 

Jaxon White 

Virtual Fall Festival 2021 
Total Income $53,663.50 
Total Expenses $8,288.43 
Net Income $45,375.07 

Diocese of Madison RURAL LIFE LISTENING SESSION 
Tuesday, November 9 from 6:30-8:30 pm at 
St. Stephen Parish, 716 ShuLar Lane in Clinton  
Rock County farmers, gardeners, cheese-makers, rural 
health care workers, interested rural community members 
and all who value the food, fuel and fiber produced locally 
are invited to share in a community dialogue with Bishop 
Donald Hying, addressing spiritual support and  
advocacy of those most directly impacted by the current 
farming crisis.  Questions?  Contact Tom Nelson, Rural Life 
Coordinator at tomnelson.art@gmail.com or 608-438-7154. 



Mass Intentions            = Living 
Monday, November 1 
  8:15 AM  All Saints Day Mass 
Tuesday, November 2 
   12:10 PM  Deceased members of Jimbo Condon Family 
Wednesday, November 3 
   8:15 AM  Wanda Kropp 
Thursday, November 4 
   8:15 AM  Joseph Langer 
Friday, November 5 
    8:15 AM  Harold & Dorothy Fuss 
Saturday, November 6 
  4:30 PM  Parishioners of Nativity of Mary 
Sunday, November 7 
      8:30 AM  Robert and John Neeson 
  10:30 AM  Reuben and Germaine Zweck 
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Adoration 
Friday, following the 8:15 AM Mass 

 

Confessions 
Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 PM 
Saturdays 9:30-10:30 AM 

News & Notes 

Current guidelines for Mass attendance: 
 

Wearing a mask in church is strongly encouraged. 
 

Whether or not you are fully vaccinated, wearing a face 
mask while indoors, in public spaces, will help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 in our community.  This is the current 
recommendation from both the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and the Rock County Health Department. 
 

Those who are at greater risk of illness should stay at home 
and join us for Mass from there; weekend Masses are 
livestreamed on our Facebook page, or look for the a video 
recording on our website, at www.nativitymary.org. 
 

As always, if you or a family member are not feeling well, 
please stay home and rest.  Together, we can help one  
another to stay healthy. 
 

"Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill 
the law of Christ."  (Galatians 6:2) 

Transportation to Vaccine Appointments: 
The Rock County Public Health Department and the United 
Way 211 have partnered to offer resources to help people 
get a ride to their vaccination appointments.  Rock County 
residents can call 211 Monday through Friday, 8 am to 
4:30 pm and ask about transportation resources.   

National Vocations Awareness Week 
Today begins National Vocation Awareness Week.  
Through our prayers for an increase in vocations, may 
the Lord grant priests, deacons, and consecrated brothers 
and sisters to help spread the Gospel throughout our  
diocese, the United States, and the world.  We encourage 
parents to speak lovingly to their children about the joys 
and rewards of serving Christ in His Church.  If anyone 
has questions on vocational discernment, please contact 
Rev. Gregory Ihm, Director of Vocations, at 608-821-3095 
or vocations@madisondiocese.org.  

BULLETIN  
If you would like the bulletin delivered right to your email, 
please visit parishesonline.com, enter zip code 53545,  
select Nativity of Mary and then press the subscribe  
button.  You’ll need to enter your name and email address.  
That’s it!  You can also access our bulletin at our website 
www.nativitymary.org. 

Interested in discovering God’s call for your life?   

The following are opportunities to meet at Holy Name 
Heights, 702 South High Point Road in Madison.  For  
information, contact Lorie Ballweg in the Vocations Office at 
608-821-3089, or email vocations@madisondiocese.org. 
 

QUO VADIS—Men’s Discernment Group 
Join Fr. Greg for prayer, talks, discussion, food and fun!  
6:30-9:00 pm on the following dates:  December 10, 2021;  
February 11, March 11, and April 15, 2022.   
 

St. Andrew Dinner November 12, 2021 at 6:00 pm with  
Bishop Hying and vocations Director Gregory Ihm, along 
with your Pastor, and including your father.   
 
Come and Be Loved— 
High School Ladies Discernment Evenings 
Join religious sisters, consecrated women and married  
women for evening prayer, talks, discussion, pizza and  
adoration.  6:30-9:00 pm on the following dates:  January 28, 
February 25, March 25, April 22 and Mary 27, 2022. 
 

Dinner with Bishop Hying and Religious Sisters  
December 1, 2021 at 6:00 pm.   
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608-756-4191
2307 Milton Ave 

Janesville

 

 

 

Water Softeners 

 Water Heaters • Bottled Water 

Service - Sales - Rentals 

Over 60 years of service 

www.edwaterworks.com 

752-4718

 

• Roofing 
   Shingles/Flat 
• Siding 
   Vinyl/Overhangs/Trim 
• Insulation 
• Rain Gutters

26 S Arch St. 754-3385

ADAMS
Since 1941  

608.752.8359
4721 E. Milwaukee St. 
Janesville, WI 53546

Hours: Mon-Fri: 7 - 5:30 
Saturday: 7 - Noon

      LP      LP
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

JANESVILLE, WI               Est. 1958
+Tree & stump removal
+Professional Tree Diagnosis
+Winter snow removal

608-754-2312 www.lptree.com

      LP      LP
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Cozumel Mexican 
Restaurant

2900 Deerfield Dr., Suite 190 
Janesville, WI 53546 

(608) 756-9442

Hours:  
Mon.-Sat. 11AM - 10PM 

Sun. 11AM-9PM

STEVEN T. CAYA
Personal Injury Attorney

100 S. Main St. • PO BOX 8100
Janesville, WI 53547-8100

(800) 754-8110
scaya@nowlan.com

www.injurylawyerwi.com

• • Bird Seed   
• • Softener Salt

We Deliver

975 S. Jackson St., Janesville, WI 
Parishioner             752-3058

 

A Family Tradition since 1885

 • Neal J. Schneider • Emily Leifer 

 • Andi Emmel  • Andy Snow 

 • Heidi Mannion • Aaron Kerr 

www.schneiderfuneraldirectors.com

1800 E. Racine St.     608-754-4444

Kevin Apfel 
James “Jim” Wolfe 

Jenifer Apfel
21 S. Austin Rd (PO Box 8186) 

Janesville, WI 53547

608-752-2444
info@apfelwolfe.com 
www.apfelwolfe.com

Contact Marcia Boswell to place an 
ad today! mboswell@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2246
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Denny’s Auto Center LLC
MORRIS OLSEN        JESSIE DAVIS

SPECIALISTS ON
• AUTOMATIC AND MANUAL 
 TRANSMISSIONS 
• CLUTCH WORK 
 - FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
• REAR AXLE REPAIR • 4X4 REPAIR

In Business for 54 Years

(608) 754-0661
420 W. MILWAUKEE ST • JANESVILLE, WI 

www.dennysautocenter.com
 

DeDicateD to GivinG  
Peace of MinD  

Personal choice 
lower cost

FREE Pre-Planning Offered

(608) 754-8700 

WWW.866ALLFAITHS.COM

mercyhealthsystem.org

(608) 756-6100

Parishioner

NOW ENROLLING 
CLASS 2018-2019

OFFERING S.T.E.M./P4J & 
BEFORE & AFTER CARE

LEARN GROW SERVE
www.StMarySchoolWI.com 
info@StMarySchoolWI.com 
or call us @ 608 754 5221

119 N. Main St. • Downtown Janesville 
www.block42janesville.com

MANDY LUX 
REALTOR®
Cell: 608.290.3320
 

mandy@c21affiliated.com 

2715 Kennedy Road 
Janesville, WI 53545

Langer enterprise LLc 
Home Improvements

Larry Langer 
Contractor/Consultant

Call Larry for your  
next home project
608-757-1263  
or 608-201-2253

Licensed & Insured

Dr. Lynae D. Ellis, DDS, MS 
Board Certified Orthodontist 

2728 Woodlane Dr., Janesville 

www.ellisortho.net 608-563-5011

Contact Marcia Boswell 

to place an ad today! 

mboswell@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x2246


