
December 26, 2021 • The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

SACRED HEART 
711 Prospect Ave. • Nekoosa, WI 54457 

715-886-3422 

 
 

SAINT ALEXANDER 
880 First St. • Port Edwards, WI 54469 

715-887-3012 

Sacred Heart Directory 
Rectory.................................................................. 715-886-3422 
DRE Office ........................................................... 715-886-3952 
Kitchen/Fax ......................................................... 715-886-3954 
E-mail .............................................................. sachtnek@wctc.net 
Web ........................................................................... sachtnek.com 
 

Parish Staff 
Pastor ................................................................... Rev. John Swing 

Deacon ........................................................... Deacon Rick Skifton 
Director Rel Ed/Lit. Music............................... .Peggy Wettstein 
Parish Administrative Assistant ................................ Kelly Lysne 
Assumption Catholic School Central Office...715-422-0900 

St. Alexander Directory 
Parish Office ................................................... 715-887-3012 
Fax .................................................................... 715-887-3748 
Email ..................................................... stalexander@wctc.net 
Web ............................................. saintalexander.weebly.com 
 
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. John Swing ................................................................Pastor 

Deacon Rick Skifton ...................................................... Deacon 
Peggy Wettstein ...................................... Choir Dir/Organist 
Karrie Oertli.......................... Parish Administrative Assistant 

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021 
 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1] 
  Col 3:12-21  
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a,  
  2-8 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7] 
  Mt 2:13-18 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a] 
  Lk 2:22-35 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a] 
  Lk 2:36-40 
Friday:  1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a] 
  Jn 1:1-18 
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7 
  Lk 2:16-21  
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11] 
  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
©LPi 

http://sachtnek.com/


S a c r e d  H e a r t  
Mass Schedule 
Monday,  December 27 
 7:30 am  Special Intention  
     by Grace & Ronald Minch 
Tuesday,  December 28 
  Elmer Schreiber  
     by Doreen Hartje 
Wednesday, December 29 
 8:00 am At St. Alexander 
Thursday,  December 30 
  Elizabeth (Betty) Michels  
     by Family & Friends 
Friday,  December 31 
 5:00 pm Ed Wiskerchen  
     by Carol Wiskerchen  
Saturday,  January 1 
 5:00 pm  James & Mariezita Boyles & 
  Judy (Boyles) Toles  
     by James & Sharon Boyles 
Sunday,  January 2 
 7:30 am  Kim Skerven  
     by Dick & Chris Lechner 
  Jerry Darr by Rosemary Darr 
 10:30 am  Ruth Marie Birkhauser & 
  Marie Ruth-Therese  
  Zingsheim  
     by Bob Birkhauser Family 

 
Please Note:  Times listed for the  
weekdays/weekend are public  

Masses with the Sunday 10:30am Mass  
live-streamed for your viewing.   

2 

CHANGE IN ENVELOPE PACKET 
 

Starting with the envelope packet you will receive shortly after Christmas, 

there will be one extra envelope included.  In order to make it easier for those 

who cannot make it to church, or if you missed a Sunday while on vacation or 

will be gone for an extended period of time, or for any other reason, there will 

be one self-addressed envelope to Sacred Heart that you can use.  Simply 

put your donation in that envelope, put your envelope number on outside of 

self-addressed envelope (found on upper right hand corner of your regular  

envelopes), put a stamp on and send it in. You don’t have to include the  

regular Sunday envelope.  It is that easy!  You can use the self-addressed 

envelope at any time.   

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, Jan 1 & Sunday, Jan 2 

 

Lectors 
Sat   5:00 pm  Aileen Larson 
Sun   7:30 am    Herbert MacDonald
Sun 10:30 am    Jerry Lipski 
 

Altar Servers  
Sat   5:00 pm    Amelia Gies 
   Parker Gies  
Sun   7:30 am    Adam Taylor 
   Elijah Klein 
Sun 10:30 am    Mason Peterson 
   Grant Peterson   
   

Ushers 
Fri    5:00 pm     Marty Cattanach 
   Jim Fisher 
Sat   5:00 pm     Marty Cattanach, Jim 
   Fisher, Herman Steinert 
Sun   7:30 am     Al Taylor, Terry  
   Shymanski, Dan Thomas 
Sun 10:30 am     Paul Gellerup, Pete 
   Kolar, Scott Linzmeier 
   

Rosary Leaders 
Sat   5:00 pm     Volunteer Needed  
Sun   7:30 am     Chuck O’Connor  
Sun 10:30 am     Carolyn Schloemer  
 

No SCRIP         
 

Financial Engineers 
       Sharon, Mary Jo,  
   Carole D   
   

   Larry, Caroline, Sharon 
 

Altar Linen Cleaner ~ January  
         Cheryl Erickson 
 

Vacuum Cleaners ~ Dec 27 - Jan 1 
                          Gary & Denise Severson 

FINAL REPORT ON  

FUN FEST 2021 
 

As you know, this year we did 

not have a full blown Fun Fest, 

but instead we sent out  

envelopes asking for donations, 

like we did the year before. 

Your response was phenomenal!  

 We collected $9,623 which is 

comparable to what we collected 

the year before and to the profit 

we made when we had the full 

blown Fun Fest!  Thank you  

so much for your generous  

response.   
 

We are tentatively planning on 

having the regular Fun Fest in 

September, 2022 (raffle, dinner, 

bingo, silent auction, etc).   

However, in order to do so, we 

need help.  Lots of help!  The  

immediate need is for volunteers 

to chair or co-chair the entire 

event.  We also need a chair or 

co-chairs for some of the events: 

bingo, silent auction.  If you are 

interested, please call Jerry  

Lipski at 715.325.7019 no later 

than January 15.  

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
It was the best of times and it was the worst of times.  Our families can bring out the best and the worst in us.  This is true of our families of 
origin, the current family of which we are a part, the family of our church, our society, and the like.  In all of our family experiences, what 
stands out as our most challenging memory?  Everything human can be found on the pages of family life.  But there is also a Divine story 
to be discovered as well.  When life gets difficult and perplexing, today’s Feast of the Holy Family stands to remind us that it is not just by 
human effort that we tread treacherous waters.  We have to remember and learn from the Divine effort too.  We need this perspective if 
our love lessons are going to be learned completely and well.  We are all works in progress and we all come from homes that are broken 
by imperfection.  In whatever life brings us and in whatever family we find ourselves, may the promptings we feel toward faith and hope 
lead us to greater love. ©LPi 



Sacred Heart Income 
No financials due to early 

bulletin deadline. 

Joint Parish, Deanery & Area News 3 

ACS website .............................................................................. www.assumptioncatholicschools.org 
Relevant Radio 93.9 online......................................................................... www.relevantradio.com 
Weekly bulletins are available online ...................................................... www.SeekAndFind.com 
Sacred Heart Masses every Sunday at 9am ..............................................Public Access Channel  

SCRIP Is available at the parish office 
weekday mornings, Monday - Friday, 
and after all weekend Masses. Please 
pay with correct change or check.   

Electronic Deposit for contributions  
is available.  Forms are available on 
the bulletin board, in the ministry 
rack in the sacristy in church, and  
on the website.   

Sacred Heart Directory 

ACS Mission Statement: To inspire excellence and personal growth     
grounded in Catholic principles and tradition.  

Emergency Sick Calls — Sunday, December 26, from noon until 6pm 

on Monday, December 27 • Please call Fr Patric at 608.317.3514. 

Religious Education News...From the desk of  Mrs P Wettstein 
 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to everyone who helped with  

our Religious Ed Christmas Program!  Our practices, family supper, and 

program would not have been possible without the generous donation  

of time and talent given by our CCD teachers and staff, parents, PCCW, 

and parishioners.  From those who helped with Word and Song to those 

who helped cook, bake, serve, or clean up; your efforts were greatly  

appreciated!  Special thanks to Deacon Mark for livestreaming our  

program – it can be viewed at Sacred Heart of Jesus Nekoosa – YouTube! 

Foundation Board 

 

P.C.C.W. 
President…Darlene Johnson, 715-886-5725 

President .............. Ann Taylor, 715-325-2250 
Treasurer ..................................... Kathy Sailer 
Secretary ................................... Connie Ward 
 

Knights of Columbus-Council #12662 
Grand Knight........ Ken Hartje, 715-886-4181 

Deputy Grand Knight ............... Dan Hustedt 
Treasurer ............................. Dennis Kirsenlohr 
Financial Secretary ....................... Ron Mancl 
 

Education 
Peggy Wettstein 
 

For Enthronement Information .... 715-886-3422 
 

Prayer Chain Requests 
Colleen Voit……………....715-570-3273 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation ................... Saturday 4:30 pm 

or by appointment. 
Baptism ........................... contact Father John 
Marriage ............................... Contact Fr. John  
  ................................... 6 months in advance 

The drawing took place as scheduled on Sunday, December, 2021 at 4:00pm at  
Assumption High School.  If you have any questions, contact an individual whose  
name is at the bottom of this letter.  The drawing of tickets was recorded, drawn 
by Father Bill Menzel, and witnessed by Mr. Marv Walloch and Mr. Al Villeneuve.  
 

First Prize   Sylvia Sigler         Second Prize   Carol Brey   
$2000.00  Port Edwards, WI         $1000.00  Wi. Rapids, WI         
 

Third Prize   Carol Brey           Third Prize   Ted Feenstra 
$500.00  Wi. Rapids, WI                $500.00  Wi. Rapids, WI 
 

Fourth Prize   Vic & Kathy Kopacz   Fourth Prize   Mike Meinel   
$200.00  Wi. Rapids, WI   $200.00  Wi. Rapids, WI          
 

Fourth Prize   Bill & Diane Reitz Fourth Prize   Bernadine Ladick 
$200.00  Wi. Rapids, WI   $200.00 Wi. Rapids, WI 
 

Fourth Prize   John Galbreath 
$200.00 Wi. Rapids, WI   
 

Thank you to everyone who entered the drawing and supported AHS  
Athletics. 

Have you thought about becoming a substitute teacher for  
Assumption Catholic Schools? 

 

   •Pick and choose when and where you work 
   •Anyone with a college degree is eligible 
   •Perfect for retirees and recent graduates 
   •A positive Diocese of La Crosse background check is required 

 

If interested, please contact the school(s) listed below or ACS Central Office at 
715.422.0904 for an application packet.   
 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven Elementary (K-2) 715.422.0980 
St Vincent De Paul Elementary (3-5) 715.422.0960 
Assumption Catholic Middle School (6-8) 715.422.0950 
Assumption Catholic High School (9-12) 715.422.0910  

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Our advertisers are the people who make it possible for  
us to have this bulletin.  We are grateful for their support. Please support  

them with your patronage and prayers. 
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Mission Statement 
Be part of the family—St. Alexander 
Parish “Do not neglect hospitality for 

through it some have unknowingly 
entertained angels.” 

Hebrews 13:2 

Mass Schedule 
Wednesday, December 29 
8:00 am †Gladys & Lawrence Boinski 
  By Family 
 
Sunday, January 2 
9:00 am For the People of Sacred Heart 
  and St. Alexander Parish 
  Mason & Katie Oertli 
  By Family 

Sacraments  
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm at  
Sacred Heart or by appointment. 
Baptism, Marriage & RCIA Contact: 
Fr. John Swing 

Prayer Chain 
Carol Kuehl ....................... 715-887-3938 

No financials due to early bulletin 
deadline. 
Total Operating Budget ... $174,796.00 
Adult Envelopes ........................................ $ 
Offertory Plate......................................... $ 
EFT Giving .................................................. $ 
Total Support this Week......................... $ 
 
 

Please Note:  The fifth Sunday plate 
collection goes to St. Pat’s Mission.  

Thank You. 
Next Electronic Contribution (EFT) will 

be January 6th. 

The 5:00pm Deanery Sunday Mass is  
currently held at: 

St. Lawrence Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Weekend of January 2nd, 2021 

Lector  

Sun.  Mary Armatoski 
 

Ushers 
Sun. Norb Fenske,  
 VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
 

Elevator 
Sun.  Trisha Gellerman 
 

Scrip 
Sun.   Dawn Blaser 
 

Money Counters 
Sun.  Joyce Durrant, Linda Quayhackx 
 

Servers 
Sun.  Sarah and Taylor Shaw 

Donations for  

Casa Hogar 
 

A group of students from 
Assumption and Pacelli High 
Schools will be traveling to 

Casa Hogar Juan Pablo II in 
January and they are  

collecting donations to take 
with them on their trip to Peru.  Monsignor 
Hirsch has specifically mentioned the need 

for vitamins:   
multivitamins for children and adults,  
Vitamin B 12, Vitamin D and Zinc.  In  

addition,  they are in need of NEW white 
socks and underwear in  

children’s sizes small, medium and large. 
Donation boxes can be found by the  

doors of church. 

IMPORTANT YEAR 

END GIVING  
REMINDER 

 

Please have year-end 
contributions in early for credit to your 
2021 statements.   With holiday postal 
hours, holiday delivery, banking hours, etc 
there are factors that influence the arrival 
of your contributions.  It’s best to have 
them to the parish office very early in the 
month of December, including for your 
Christmas envelope donations.  If you 
leave your envelope at parish other than 
where you are registered there will be a 
delay in posting which means you may not 
see the contribution on your 2021  
statement.  Thanks! 

SANCTUARY LAMP 

SPONSORSHIPS 
If you would like to sponsor the 
sanctuary lamps for any living or 
deceased the suggested  
donation is $40 per intention 

and we take multiple intentions each 
month.  As of right now there are no  
intentions scheduled for 2022 so if you 
would like to sponsor your intention please 
place your donation and intention in the 
collection plate or mail to the parish office.   
Thank you. 

St. Stephen | Feast Day December 26 
The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr.  A man filled with grace 
and power, he worked great wonders among the people. Some Jews debated with St. Stephen but could not 
match his wisdom and spirit. Eventually, a charge of blasphemy was brought up against him, and the local 
population demanded that he be tried and sentenced. He was seized and carried before the Sanhedrin. 
Despite the danger he faced, in front of the Sanhedrin and his accusers, St. Stephen gave a long speech 
about the history of Israel and the blessings that God had given upon His chosen people. He talked about 
how Israel had become disobedient despite God’s abundant mercy. This enraged his accusers, and  
eventually the crowd dragged him out of the city and stoned him to death. 
Even in his final moments, St. Stephen displayed great forgiveness and even asked God not to hold the sins 
of his attackers against them. Hundreds of years after his death, he is still a role model for us to follow.  
©LPi  

On this packed Liturgical week-end in addition to celebrating  
the birth of Our Lord, we also celebrate the Feast of the Holy 
Family.  This important Feast reminds us of the need to help our 
own families grow in holiness.  With this in mind, join Scott Hahn 
as he shares his advice on how to bring sanctity into the 
home.  Marriage and Family: Love Unveiled this week on 
Formed.org. Login:  54457  It’s free to you! 
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Children truly are the family’s greatest treasure and most precious good.  Consequently, everyone must be helped to 
become aware of the intrinsic evil of the crime of abortion.  In attacking human life in its very first stages, it is also an 
aggression against society itself.  Politicians and legislators, therefore, as servants of the common good, are duty 
bound to defend the fundamental right to life, the fruit of God’s love.”  Pope Benedict XVI 

 

We, at Assumption Catholic Schools, wish you a very Merry Christmas 
with family and friends, old and new. Thank you for joining us at our 

Christmas Concerts. Your support of Catholic Schools is very  
important to who we are and how we teach our children to take  

care of our community.  

Coming Back to Church Question:  I have been away from the Church for a few years 
and really want to get active again, not so much for me, but for my children.  Is this a bad 
reason to come back to Church? 
Answer:  If you are on your way to the supermarket, and you are forced to detour from 
your usual route because of road work, does the food you buy taste different?  Is the meal 
less filling?  Are the vegetables less tasty?  Of course not.  In our faith journey, there are 
many detours called sin.  Some are greater than others, some are even a bit longer.  But 
God's grace comes to us in ways we understand and recognize and need.  Your children 
leading you back to the Church is not as important as the fact that you are back. 
 

This is an opportunity for you to renew, strengthen, and deepen your faith.  Regardless of how we get to Church, or what 
draws us closer to God, the fact is we are there.  Do what you need to do to get right with God and the Church.  Go to  
confession, begin good family religious practices, and be involved in the ministries your parish offers.  Be more than a  
lukewarm parishioner.  Be the kind of Catholic you want your children to be.  ©LPi  

St. Thomas Becket | Feast Day December 29 
Not many saints can be relatable to our times, but St. Thomas Becket 
(December 21, 1118 – December 29, 1170) is one of the few.  
King Henry II, a good friend, made him chancellor of England at the  
age of 36.  Then, despite St. Thomas Becket warning the king that he 
would not blindly follow his wishes, he was appointed Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1162.  Soon after, King Henry insisted upon seizing 
Church rights.  In the name of peace, St. Thomas Becket came close to a 
compromise, and momentarily approved the Constitutions of Clarendon, 
which would have denied the clergy the right of trial by a Church court. 
But he later rejected this, and for his safety fled to France where he  
remained in exile for seven years. 
Although returning to England meant almost certain death,  
St. Thomas Becket came back. According to historical accounts,  
King Henry implored, “Who will free me from this troublesome priest!” 

St. Thomas Becket was later murdered by four knights in his Canterbury Cathedral as he was 
praying. For his part in the murder, King Henry performed public penance after St. Thomas 
Becket’s canonization.  ©LPi 

Join our Pilgrimage for Life to Washington, D.C., -- With two Special Guests!  There has never been a more 

important time to join the March for Life in our nation’s capitol, with the Dobbs case being heard by the  

Supreme Court and the possibility of Roe v. Wade being overturned.  Plus, our pilgrims will be addressed  

by two amazing speakers, before and after the March: Terry Beatley, Founder of Hosea Iniative, and 

Valentyna Pavsyukova, Founder of Chalice of Mercy.  For the registration letter, tentative schedule, and  

details, visit diolc.org/M4L.  
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Rehab, Rest and Recovery
Over 125 years of caring!

715-885-8300 
5 Star Rated by CMS

1351 Wisconsin River Drive 

 Port Edwards, WI 54469

Over 15 Years of Experience

Jorge Ontiveros Zamora 
Sales/Owner 

715-886-4274
jnjroofingnrem.72@gmail.com 

Nekoosa, WI
Free Estimates • Licensed & Fully Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

Roofing & Siding Complete Drywall Soffit & Fascia 
Finishing Basements Floors - Tile, Laminate, Hardwood 

Windows & Doors Kitchens & Bathrooms Insulation

Find us in the Solarus Yellow Pages

$7$79999

Large 3 topping

only $7$79999
 Pick up only

 

2880 8th St. S. 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI

715-423-5555 • dominos.com

Pittsville Farm & Home Center & Flower Shop

Al Behselich - Parish Member

5385 2nd Ave, Pittsville
715.884.HANK (4265)

Open Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 8-5, Sun: 10-2

Heating, Air Conditioning 

& Commercial Refrigeration

                  715-423-5840
www.calltricity.com  •  Wis. Rapids, WI 54495

ACS SCRIP Merchant!

• Fully Licensed  

and Insured •

Abner Miller 
(715) 884-2929 • Cell: (715) 451-3748

Exceeding Expectations Through Quality and Commitment

millerroofingservices@gmail.com 
www.millerroofingsvc.com

886-3333 • 225 1st St. • Nekoosa
Dine-in or Delivery 2pm-10:30pm

Live, Learn 
& Lead in 

Faith

445 Chestnut St. • Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
(715) 422-0900 | WPCP Participant 
www.assumptioncatholicschools.org

ASSUMPTION 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Beavers of Beavers of 
NekoosaNekoosa

THE  D IME  S TORETHE  D IME  S TORE
“Areas Most Unique Store”

410 Market St.410 Market St.
886-4371886-4371

Shop Your Local Merchants

DR.PETER M. KOLAR
Doctor of Optometry

886-4731
404 Market St., Nekoosa

Complete Family Eye Care

FUNERAL HOME 

615 First St., Nekoosa  

886-3161

Feldner/Ritchay

Nick Michels aNd soNs iNc
Established in 1946

Commercial • Industrial • Roofing Contractors

Wes Michels

886-3551 • Fax: 886-3966
PO BOX 127- NEKOOSA

Union Member • Member NRCA - MRCA

FA M I LY  D E N T I S T RY

JAMES M. 
ESSELMAN 

D.D.S.
715-886-5433

315 1st St., Nekoosa

We welcome new patients

Hello from your friends at 

Voggenthaler Steel Co. 

Dubuque, Iowa 

ph 563-588-2088

 

 

(715) 423-8100 
www.papercitysavings.com

 
 
 
 

Model Homes Open 7 Days 
1553 11th Dr. • Friendship, WI 

(608) 339-7888

www.terracehomes.com

 Subway Nekoosa Subway West 
 106 1st Street • Nekoosa Rapids Mall • Wis. Rapids 
 715-886-5700 715-424-1222
 Subway East Subway Riverside 
 3810 8th So. • Wis. Rapids 1740 17th Ave. So. • Wis. Rapids 
 715-423-2722 715-423-3888

Wal-Mart Subway 
4331 8th St. South • Wis. Rapids 

715-423-0123

Open Early 
For Breakfast NAPA OF NEKOOSA

THE 
PARTS STORE

886-5500

Evenson’s 
Marine LLC

(715) 325-6100

590 Cty Rd Z, Nekoosa, WI

11 miles South of Nekoosa 
on County Road Z. 

Just off  Lake Petenwell

We’re Sound, We’re Safe, and We’ve been Locally Owned Since 1913

NEKOOSA PORT EDWARDS STATE BANK
405 Market Street • Nekoosa • 886-3104

 240 Market Ave.              1153 Rome Center Dr.    
 Port Edwards  Town of Rome 
 887-3285 325-5676

Member 
FDIC

www.npesb.com

HAMBURGERS
1330 W. Grand Ave. • Wis. Rapids, WI 

1409 S. Central, Marshfield, WI

423-9750 423-8350 
West Grand Ave. Baker Drive

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

CHERI SCHLACHTER 
Wisconsin Rapids 

715-423-6220
https://agent.amfam.com/cheri-schlachter/wi/wisconsin-rapids/1640-baker-st/ 
     https://www.facebook.com/CheriSchlachterAgency/

CUSTOM WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Free Estimates Rob Ruemler 
References Available 262-490-5415 
 www.robsaffordablepainting.com

 

Proud dealer and service center of Kohler 
Generators 

We service what we sell!
Don’t be Left in the Dark

THE ONE-STOP SHOP
FOR ELECTRICAL SERCIVE AND HOME GENERATORS

(715) 887-4444
SALES@CURRENT-TECHINC.COM


