Welcome to
ST. AMBROSE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
PASTORAL STAFF: Fr. John Owusu, C.S.Sp., Pastor
Parish Staffed by the Congregation of the Holy Spirit
(Spiritans)

1012 E. 47th St. • Chicago, IL 60653
Phone:(773) 624-3695
Fax: (773) 624-3697
ambrose47@aol.com
The Catholic Church
in Kenwood
Mission Statement: Build a
community of faith, healing and
love (trust), so that others
recognize the presence of God
in us, and want to be a part of
what we are.

MINISTRIES:
Parish Council
Finance Council
Bible study
Children’s Liturgy
Choirs
Ghanaian Com. Exec. Bd.
Knights of Columbus
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Parishioners Society
Adult Faith Formation
(RCIA)
Sacristans
Ushers

James Hunter
Prentiss Jackson
Marionette Phelps,
Mark Kutame, Avis Green,
Karen Perisee Woodson
Marcia Berry, James Hunter
Ambrose Boateng
Mark Kutame
Mario Steward, Clifford Doyle, III
Donna Perisee McFarlane
James Hunter, Daniel Owusu-Ansah
Theresa Jessie
Marionette Phelps
Antoinette Thomas
Joyce Franklin, Mary Johnson
Moses Mambia, Mario Steward

A more comprehensive & detailed list is available on the
information table in the back of the church.

Mass Schedule:
Sunday - 10:30 am
1:00 pm Ghanaian Mass
1st Monthly Sunday French Mass
@ 6:00 pm
Saturday - 4:00 pm
Monday—Friday: 8:00 am
Confessions: Sat. 3:45 pm
Sun. 10:15 am
Parish Goals:
To fulfill this mission, we the
Catholic Faithful of St. Ambrose
Parish will strive to effect the
following goals:
1. To nurture the spiritual growth of
the Parish through a dynamic
celebration of the Eucharist.
2. To be a welcoming community
3. To fulfill the sacramental,
spiritual and physical needs
of the people of God
through our various ministries.
Website: WWW.AMBROSE47.COM
Online Giving: Givecentral.org.
Search by “ambrose or 60653”.
Call the office if you need
assistance.

AUGUST 25, 2019
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Insiders And Outsiders

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 25, 2019
Luke 13: 22-30

After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door,
then will you stand outside knocking and saying, ‘Lord, open the door for us.’
He will say to you in reply, ‘I do not know where you are from. (Lk 13:25)

All we know of heaven and hell comes to us in the form of images drawn from our ordinary human
experience. Apart from Dante's imaginings, my candidate for the most powerful scenario of hell is the one in
this Sunday's Gospel, quoted in part above. You arrive at a banquet to which you thought you were
invited—and find yourself rejected at the door by the host. The image of eternal fire is frightening enough,
but permanent rejection from the place where you thought you belonged—this, it seems to me, is an even
more daunting prospect.
Jesus took that banquetͲgathering image a step further. He illustratedͶor, beer, demonstratedͶ
His proclamaon of God's reign in his acon, his hosng of meals to which even tax collectors were
invited.
The image of the reign of God as banquet was central to Jesus’ preaching and mission. He drew it from
Isaiah, it seems, and made it his own. “On this mountain,” says Isaiah, “the Lord of hosts will provide for all
peoples a feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines. … He will destroy death
forever” (Is 25:6-8). This is a picture of God's salvation—a shalom that is universal (“all nations”), centered
among the chosen people (“this mountain”—i.e., Zion), and ultimate (“he will destroy death forever”). But, as
always in these celebrations of God's final victory, the Good News is accompanied by bad news for those
who resist God's reign: “For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain, but Moab will be trodden down
as a straw is trodden down in the mire” (Is 25:10).
This Sunday’s reading from the last chapter of Isaiah draws upon another expression of that image of a final
and universal gathering at end-time Zion. In this context, the nurturing is expressed not in the image of a
banquet but in the more intimate one of a mother nursing a child at her breast. Again, the reach is fully
inclusive: the nations accompany the scattered children of Israel home, and some of the Gentiles even get to
serve as Temple priests. But the larger context of the passage also includes a sorting out: whereas “all
mankind shall come to worship” the Lord, yet the saved “shall go out and see the corpses of the men who
rebelled against me” (Is 66:23-24).
Jesus took that banquet-gathering image a step further. He illustrated—or, better, demonstrated—his
proclamation of God’s reign in his action, his hosting of meals to which even tax collectors were invited.
When religious officials challenged this behavior, Jesus defended the practice by telling the parables of the
Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the Two Lost Sons (Luke 15, where the prodigal son’s return is celebrated in
a banquet from which the elder son absents himself). As in Isaiah, the reach of the banquet is universal, but
the response of those invited results in a sorting out of happy insiders and excluded outsiders. Jesus spells
this out in the parable of the Great Feast (Luke 14), where those first invited absent themselves with vapid
excuses and the feast is shared with the wretched brought in from the highways and byways.
Today’s Gospel stresses the lot of those who have become outsiders through their failure to respond to the
invitation. Exclusion does not come from lack in the “wideness of God's mercy.” People are flocking in from
north, south, east, and west. Those standing outside are in fact presumptuous evildoers.
This stark image of Jesus is a wake-up call. The Good News of the kingdom carries warning that we could
“blow it,” permanently, if we refuse the gift and task of the gospel.
Dennis Hamm, SJ

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION:
Sundays @ 10:00 am in the small chapel. All are
encouraged to participate!!

RCIA classes: Sundays 12:00—1:00 pm in
the rectory. See Marionette Phelps.
POPE TWEET : “In the uncertainty that we feel

both inside and out, the Lord gives us a
certainty: He remembers us.”
Ruben Gaines
Aug 27
Donna Howard
Aug 30
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY:
Drs. Van & Ernest Billups
Aug 29
STEWARDSHIP
Sun. 08/18/2019 Collection:
$ 2,435.00
Maintenance
45.00
Holy Day
58.00
Ice Cream Social
946.00
Give Central (08/15-08/21)
Sunday Offering
$
15.00
Extra Gifts to Others
Sharing
$
17.00
(approx. 45 gifts)
THANKS!!
COLLECTION REPORT
Fiscal year- July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020
Date

Last week

Year to date

Operating
Budget

08/25/19

$2,450.00

$20,698.03

$ -213,333.00

Have you ever seen a celebrity? Have you ever met a
political representative? Did the encounter leave you with
newfound acting or musical abilities? Did it give you a grasp of
the intricacies of the latest city ordinance or controversial law?
Talents, expertise, and skill are hard-won traits, not
rewards that spread by contact. Our life of faith is also not so
easy.

All visitors please remember to sign the guest book on the
information table. We want to stay in contact with you.
Please remember in your prayers: Carolyn Baynham, Ms. Bitoy, Patricia
Brown, Quinton & Alfreda Bowles, Dean Brazier, James Brazier, Esperanza
Carr, Russell Carter, Willie B. Clay, Michael Anthony Clark, Sr. Eleanor
Doidge, Peggy Duke, Wanda Finney, Ruben Gaines, Frederick Gibson,
Bettie Green, Kelly Robin Hill, Willa Mae Holliman, Leslie Jackson,
Majorbelle James, Theresa Jessie, Jan Johnson, Pamela Jones, Denise
Lawson, Penelope Lewis, Anastacia Mebane, Susan McKeever Larry,
Maria Jossey Owen, Minnette Penman, Marionette Phelps, Sr. Jamie
Phelps, O.P.,Emma Stewart, Alonzo Studstill, Renee Trotter, Euphrasia Ann
Mutinda, Joanne Wallace, Tandra Waston, Arlene G. Williams, Gloria
Leonard, Craig Wright, Tyna Rule and all who have asked us to pray for
them.

Readings for the week of August 25, 2019
Sunday:
Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2, [Mk 16:15]/Heb 12:5-7,
11-13/Lk 13:22-30
Monday:
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and
9b [cf. 4a]/Mt 23:13-22
Tuesday:
1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6 [1]/Mt 23:23-26
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab [1]
Mt 23:27-32
Thursday:
1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17 [14]
Mk 6:17-29
Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12 [12a]
Mt 25:1-13
Saturday:
1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [9]/Mt 25:14-30
Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7,
10-11 [cf. 11b]/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14
Observances for the week of August 25, 2019
Sunday:
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday:
Tuesday:
St. Monica
Wednesday: St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Thursday:
The Passion of St. John the Baptist
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
©LPi

"We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our
streets!" In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus notes that it requires moral
strength to enter the kingdom of God. It's not mere proximity to
righteousness that saves. Rubbing elbows with the righteous is
not the same as being truly holy ourselves. Unfortunately, we
can have this attitude in many areas. It's easy to see who may
seem "first" in the eyes of the world. This occurs in our workplaces
and among our public figures. It can also happen in our schools,
local parishes, and the larger Church. For some of us, the temptation to have the popularity and prestige rub off on us can be
fairly strong. If only we are in the right place with the right
people, surely others will associate us with what they possess!

BULLETIN BLOOPER: Stewardship Offertory: “Jesus Paid

But salvation is worked out in each individual life. It is our task not
merely to show up, but to be transformed. And the truly
transformed may not be everyone we expect. "People will come
from the east and the west and from the north and the south...
some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last."
Some who seem first in reputation now may be last in the kingdom of God. Others who appear now on the furthest fringes of
society - but better imitate the lowly holiness of Jesus - will be first
in his kingdom. What are your concerns? Proximity and
reputation? Or prayerful righteousness?

Aug 25th is: Kiss & Make Up Day, Nat’l Banana Split Day, Nat’l

It All”.

Second-hand Wardrobe Day, Nat’l Park Service Founders Day &
Sacrifice Our Wants for Other’s Needs Sunday.
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