Welcome to
ST. AMBROSE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
PASTORAL STAFF: Fr. John Owusu, C.S.Sp., Pastor
Parish Staffed by the Congregation of the Holy Spirit
(Spiritans)

1012 E. 47th St. • Chicago, IL 60653
Phone:(773) 624-3695
Fax: (773) 624-3697
ambrose47@aol.com
The Catholic Church
in Kenwood
Mission Statement: Build a
community of faith, healing and
love (trust), so that others
recognize the presence of God
in us, and want to be a part of
what we are.

MINISTRIES:
Parish Council
Finance Council
Bible study
Children’s Liturgy
Choirs
Ghanaian Com. Exec. Bd.
Knights of Columbus
Lectors
Liturgy Committee
Parishioners Society
Adult Faith Formation
(RCIA)
Sacristans
Ushers

James Hunter
Prentiss Jackson
Marionette Phelps,
Mark Kutame, Avis Green,
Karen Perisee Woodson
Marcia Berry, James Hunter
Ambrose Boateng
Mark Kutame
Mario Steward, Clifford Doyle, III
Donna Perisee McFarlane
James Hunter, Daniel Owusu-Ansah
Theresa Jessie
Marionette Phelps
Antoinette Thomas
Joyce Franklin, Mary Johnson
Moses Mambia, Mario Steward

A more comprehensive & detailed list is available on the
information table in the back of the church.

Mass Schedule:
Sunday - 10:30 am
1:00 pm Ghanaian Mass
1st Monthly Sunday French Mass
@ 6:00 pm
Saturday - 4:00 pm
Monday—Friday: 8:00 am
Confessions: Sat. 3:45 pm
Sun. 10:15 am
Parish Goals:
To fulfill this mission, we the
Catholic Faithful of St. Ambrose
Parish will strive to effect the
following goals:
1. To nurture the spiritual growth of
the Parish through a dynamic
celebration of the Eucharist.
2. To be a welcoming community
3. To fulfill the sacramental,
spiritual and physical needs
of the people of God
through our various ministries.
Website: WWW.AMBROSE47.COM
Online Giving: Givecentral.org.
Search by “ambrose or 60653”.
Call the office if you need
assistance.

SEPTEMBER 1, 2019
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Table MannersI

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sept 1, 2019
Luke 14: 1, 7-14

In Jesus’ Mediterranean world meals were very powerful means of communication. Above all, meals
affirmed and gave legitimacy to a person’s role and status in a given community.

For this reason, most meals in antiquity were attended by people of the same social rank. The fact
that the ruler of the Pharisees invited Jesus to dine at his house indicates that the Pharisees 
accepted Jesus as a social equal.
Hostility
The host and his guests were “watching” Jesus closely. The word used here and elsewhere in Luke
(Lk 6:7; 20:20) implies “hostile observation.” They hope to catch him in a shortcoming of some sort.
The apparently “honorable” invitation is actually hypocritical.
Inving people who cannot return the favor is viewed as cultural suicide. Such guests are
clearly people of a lower social status than the host.

Behavior at these meals is very important. Everyone watches whether one washes (Lk 11:38); who
eats what, when, and where (Lk 6:4); what is done or omitted at table (Lk 7:38, 40, 44, 49); who is
invited (Lk 14:1214); where people sit (Lk 14:711); with whom one eats (Lk 15:2); and in what 
order persons of different rank come to the table (Lk 17:78).
Jesus responds to this hostile observation by telling them a parable. A parable always means 
something the same and something other. The storyteller challenges the listeners to identify the
“other.”

True Honor Again
Accepting an invitation to dinner in the ancient Mediterranean world obligated a guest to return the
favor. It was not uncommon for guests to decline the invitation, especially if they realized that 
returning the favor was more than they could or cared to handle (see Luke 14:1524).

Crass as this may seem to modern Western believers, this practice of reciprocity was a key factor in
the economic life of equals in Jesus’ day. I do you a favor; you do me a favor²endlessly. This basic
rule of behavior guided every host in drawing up the guest list. Jesus’ advice to his host is not only
rude and insulting but also shocking. It is extremely bad 
manners for a guest to tell a host how to be a host!

Moreover, inviting people who cannot return the favor is viewed as cultural suicide. Such 
guests²the poor, crippled, lame, and blind²are clearly people of a lower social status than the
host. To associate with such is to dishonor one’s own status. One’s social equals will then shun 
future invitations, and a host of means will be socially ruined.

Jesus, however, paints another picture of “true” honor. It is not human judgment, the return 
invitation, that determines honor. God determines true honor, and at the resurrection of the 
righteous, God personally will reward and honor the host who has been gracious to those unable to
return an invitation.

This statement surely stung the Pharisees, who believed in the resurrection (Acts 23:6). Having set
a trap for Jesus, they are themselves trapped by Jesus, whose teachings truly turn the world 
upsidedown (see Acts 17:6).
John J. Pilch


SCRIPTURE REFLECTION:
Sundays @ 10:00 am in the small chapel. All are
encouraged to participate!!

RCIA classes: Sundays 12:00—1:00 pm in
the rectory. See Marionette Phelps.
POPE TWEET : “We ask for the grace not to

be lukewarm Christians, living on half
measures, letting love grow cold.”
Tim Rand
Carla & Jax Johnson

Sept 02
Sept 06

STEWARDSHIP
Sun. 08/25/2019 Collection:
$ 1,249.51
Maintenance
5.00
Ice Cream Social
669.00
Give Central (08/22-08/28)
Sunday Offering
$
15.00
TTWCI
$ 100.00
Extra Gifts to Others
Haiti
$
50.00
(approx. 37 gifts) THANKS!!

COLLECTION REPORT
Fiscal year- July 1, 2019 thru June 30, 2020
Date

Last week

08/25/19

$1,264.51

Year to date

$21,962.54

Operating
Budget

$ -213,333.00

Are you interested in learning more about sacred
scripture? Are you looking for Spiritual fulfillment
outside of the Mass? If so, why not join the Bible
Study group at our parish? Everyone is welcome to
participate in the life-long journey of the study of
God's word; No prior experience is necessary.
For our next Bible Study we will be focusing on the
Gospel of Matthew. In many ways the Gospel of
Matthew holds primacy place for Christians.
Traditionally, the author of the First Gospel has been
identified as Matthew tax collector who was called
by Jesus and sent out as an apostle. Allusions to the
destruction of the temple in Jerusalem indicate that
Matthew wrote after 70 AD a date of
approximately 85 AD would allow time for the
circulation of the Gospel of Mark.
This Gospel is designed to offer Matthew's Jewish
Christian account of Jesus's life and mission. It
validates the community's continuity with past
promises to Israel while at the same time justifies

their new allegiance to the person of Christ. and
His mission. We will begin study on September
11th 6:45 to 9pm.
Facilitator Training 9/4/19 6pm to 9pm

All visitors please remember to sign the guest book on the
information table. We want to stay in contact with you.
Please remember in your prayers: Carolyn Baynham, Ms. Bitoy, Patricia
Brown, Quinton & Alfreda Bowles, Dean Brazier, James Brazier, Esperanza
Carr, Russell Carter, Willie B. Clay, Michael Anthony Clark, Sr. Eleanor
Doidge, Peggy Duke, Wanda Finney, Ruben Gaines, Frederick Gibson,
Bettie Green, Kelly Robin Hill, Willa Mae Holliman, Doris Humphries, Nolan
Humphries, Leslie Jackson, Majorbelle James, Theresa Jessie, Jan Johnson,
Pamela Jones, Denise Lawson, Penelope Lewis, Anastacia Mebane, Susan
McKeever Larry, Maria Jossey Owen, Minnette Penman, Marionette
Phelps, Sr. Jamie Phelps, O.P.,Emma Stewart, Alonzo Studstill, Renee
Trotter, Euphrasia Ann Mutinda, Joanne Wallace, Tandra Waston, Arlene
G. Williams, Gloria Leonard, Craig Wright, Tyna Rule and all who have
asked us to pray for them.

Readings for the week of September 1, 2019
Sunday:
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11
[cf. 11b]/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14
Monday:
1 Thes 4:13-18/Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13
[13b]/Lk 4:16-30
Tuesday:
1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [13]
Lk 4:31-37
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8/Ps 52:10, 11 [10]/Lk 4:38-44
Thursday:
Col 1:9-14/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 5:1-11
Friday: Col 1:15-20/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2b]/Lk 5:33-39
Saturday:
Col 1:21-23/Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8 [6]/Lk 6:1-5
Next Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17 [1]
Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33
Observances for the week of September 1, 2019
Sunday:
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday:
Tuesday:
St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor of the
Church
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time; Grandparents'
Day
©LPi

BULLETIN BLOOPER: The church will host an evening of
fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility.

BIG THANKS TO ALL who participated in last week’s Ice
Cream Social. Total raised for the parish is $1,615!!

Cardinal Cupich is celebrating a Mass of Thanksgiving
commemorating the decree of Pope Francis advancing
Fr. Agustus Tolton to the title “Venerable” along the path
of his canonization. It will be Mon., Oct. 14th, 7:30 pm @
St. Philip Neri (72nd & Jeffrey). All are welcome!!

Sept 1 is: American Chess Day, Bldg & Code Staff
Appreciation Day, Nat’l Cherry Popover Day, Pink
Cadillac Day, No Rhyme or Reason Day, & World Letter

Writing Day.
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