St. Catherine, St. Donatus,
St. Joseph & Sts. Peter & Paul
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Main Parish Office

St. Joseph Church
MAILING ADDRESS (for all 4 Parishes):
405 Franklin Street
405 Franklin St.
Bellevue, IA 52031
Bellevue, Iowa 52031
563-872-3234
Website: www.sjandspp.com; Facebook: facebook.com/
stjosephbellevue

Parish Staff

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
A Mother’s love is something that no
one can explain, it is made of deep
devotion and of sacrifice and pain. It is
endless and unselfish and enduring
come what may, for nothing can
destroy it or take that love away…
It is patient and forgiving when all others are
forsaking, and it never fails or falters even though
the heart is breaking… I t b e li e v e s b e y on d
believing when the world around condemns, and it
glows with all the beauty of the rarest, brightest
gems…
It is far beyond defining, it defies all explanation,
and it still remains a secret like the mysteries of
creation… A many splendored miracle man cannot
understand and another wondrous evidence of
God’s tender guiding hand.

Mass Schedule

Sunday
à 7:00 AM St. Joseph
Saturday (vigil)
à 8:00 AM Sts. Peter & Paul
à 4:15 PM St. Joseph
à 5:30 PM St. Catherine à 8:00 AM St. Donatus
(May - November)
(May - November)
à 10:15 AM St. Joseph
Daily Mass/Holy Days--See inside

Pastor Rev. Dennis Miller: 563-872-3234
dbqdmiller@dbqarch.org
Associate Pastor Rev. David Ambrosy: 563-872-3234
dbq012ap@dbqarch.org
à Deacon Rev. Mr. Loras Weber: 563-872-3234
ljcweber@hotmail.com
Director of Faith Formation Stephen Richert: 563-8723234; dbq012S@dbqarch.org
Director of Religious Education St. Donatus/St.
Catherine Mary Beth Wagner: dbq181ff@dbqarch.org
Secretary/Bookkeeper - Denise Michel: 563-872-3234
dbq012sec@dbqarch.org
Youth Director Julie Schmidt: 563-495-4596
dbq012ym@dbqarch.org
Area Catholic Schools: Marquette Systems 563-872-3284/
3356; Holy Family 563-582-5456
Pastoral Council Chairpersons
Roger Manders (St. Catherine) 563-556-6880
Dina Theisen
(St. Donatus) 563-590-7316
Jason Weber
(St. Joseph) 563-872-5934
Chad Gerlach (Sts. Peter & Paul) 563-543-6348

Reconciliation

Saturdays at SJ, 8:10-8:45 AM; 3:00-3:30 PM; Sundays at
SPP 7:00-7:30 AM
Baptisms-Parents must be registered members of one of the
parishes and attend a Pre-Baptism Class. Expecting families
please contact the parish office at 872-3234 to schedule a
class for St. Catherine, St. Donatus, St. Joseph and Sts. Peter &
Paul.
Weddings-Arrangements should be made at least 8 months
prior to the marriage by contacting the St. Joseph Parish
office. One or both of the parties needs to be a registered,
practicing member of one of our parishes or a parish where
they reside. The latest time for a wedding at St. Joseph is 1:30
p.m. if held on Saturday. In addition to the pastor/deacon,
other priests/deacons may preside at weddings with pastor’s
permission.

Pastoral Care

Call the parish office for Anointing of the Sick, Holy Communion, and visits to the homebound. If no answer, call Deacon
Loras Weber at 563-599-6717.

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

Adults who wish to become Catholic should call the office.

The community of St. Catherine, St. Donatus, Ss. Peter & Paul, and St. Joseph Parishes has been called to a holy life by
our loving Father in REVERENT WORSHIP. We are empowered with the Holy Spirit to experience FREEDOM IN
CHRIST. We seek to live out our lives through the LOVE OF CHRIST. -Mission Statement

A word from Fr. Dennis

Friends
Peace be with you.
First a message from Archbishop Jackels…
“Archbishop's message: In our fight against the COVID,
we’re close to victory. But some people think it’ll be a hard
-sell to get those who still aren’t vaccinated to join in the
fight. So, if you aren’t vaccinated against the COVID, and
if you’re 16 years old and up, and if you don’t have a
medical reason that prevents you…
Please get vaccinated at your earliest convenience,
regardless of which vaccine is being offered.
The Catholic Church is in favor of vaccination in general,
out of devotion to the common good of public health, and
as a way to practice love of neighbor. It is also in favor, or
at least not opposed to getting the COVID vaccines,
asserting in the strongest terms that getting them is no way
a moral problem. In fact, the Pope (and the archbishop)
has received the COVID vaccine, and encourages people,
if the vaccine is offered, get it, no questions asked.
Vaccination is the best way to stop the spread of
coronavirus. So, unless we want to practice distancing and
mask-wearing until Jesus comes again, get vaccinated.”
Now back to Fr. Dennis…
The good news is that we’re getting indications that
pastors are going to get more discretion to decide which
mitigation measures we feel are appropriate for our
particular situation. The bad news is that it won’t happen
until early June. However, that’s not all that bad
considering it gives us some time to plan out how we are
going to do things. Last March, we basically were forced
to abruptly shut everything down and wait until we got the
all clear from civic and church officials to restart. In May
2020, pastors and pastoral councils met and devised plans
to open up in stages. Since then, we have taken our time
opening things back up to make sure people feel safe and
we don’t contribute to an uptick of the virus in our local
community that would force officials to take more serious
steps to prevent overwhelming our healthcare system.
However, it’s time for us to decide, for instance, if we
want to remove social distancing measures. Personally, I
am in favor of this because vaccinations are readily
available and our county wide infection rate is in the single
digits. This coupled with the most recent CDC guidance
saying that social distancing of three feet is just as
effective as six feet makes me feel like separating people
by a pew is no longer necessary. Nonetheless, I understand
that some of you may have a great deal of anxiety at the
thought of not having an empty pew in front and behind
you. I’m encouraging local leaders to have a section for
those people in this situation to help ease them into life
without the separating pew. So, I’d like to keep some pews
in each parish separated this way throughout the month of
June for people who are still too nervous to have someone
sit behind or in front of them but the majority of pews
would be open for seating. I actually think this may help
with social distancing because, rather than having a static
place where people can’t sit, people can get creative in

A word from Fr. Dennis continued

their spacing and stay three feet away from people not in
their household.
Other things we need to consider is mask wearing,
encouraging congregational singing, putting the song books
back out, putting the holy water fonts back out, starting to
distribute from the cup again, and other things that
changed since covid started. We don’t have to do this all
at once. We can take our time to allow people to feel
comfortable and safe gradually. I know some of you don’t
need the gradual return but others do and I think we can
reasonably accommodate them.
To end with a bit of humor, one of the priests at Priest’s
Council suggested that he’ll know when the pandemic is
over when people start asking for longer homilies. The
Archbishop responded that, if that’s the case, the pandemic
may never end. Thankfully, that’s not his or my metric!
On April 4 we celebrated Easter. The author of the Book
of Acts tells us that during the 40 days after His resurrection
Jesus appeared to the apostles and spoke about the
kingdom of God, and then ascended to His Father in
heaven. Traditionally we celebrated the Feast of the
Ascension on a Thursday (May 13 this year), but more
recently bishops have been allowed to transfer the
celebration to the following Sunday, which is what occurs in
many dioceses, including ours. As Our Lord took leave of His
disciples that day He told them to remain in Jerusalem to
await the Holy Spirit who would come down upon them, and
they would become His witnesses “in Jerusalem, throughout
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” The
apostles, Mary the mother of Jesus, and other followers
gathered together in the Upper Room and devoted
themselves to prayer for 9 days as they awaited the Holy
Spirit. On the 10th day the promised Holy Spirit descended
upon them, a feast day we call Pentecost – May 23 this
year. Many celebrate it as the birthday of the Church.
This year let us imitate those early followers of Jesus by
taking extra time each day between May 13-23 to pray,
especially for: 1.) the Holy Spirit’s help to strengthen and
guide our parish faith communities to be welcoming and
excited to share God’s love, mercy and forgiveness with
others; 2.) all affected by Covid-19, their families, all
involved in caring for them, and a cure for this disease; 3.)
our own special intentions.
St. Catherine/St. Donatus Parish News
The Monthly Special Collection for May will go to NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental Illness). NAMI Dubuque is a
support and advocacy organization for persons with mental
illness and their families and loved ones. They work
together to build a future of hope and recovery for all
people whose lives have been touched by mental
illness. Donations can be put in the special envelopes found
in the back of our churches and placed in the regular
weekend collection basket at either parish any weekend of
the month. Thank you for your generosity.

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021- Worship Aid for Mass
Opening Hymn
Gloria: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace

to people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty
Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen.

Opening Prayer: Grant, almighty God, that we may
celebrate with heartfelt devotion these days of joy, which
we keep in honor of the risen Lord, and that what we relive
in remembrance we may always hold to in what we do.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.
Reading 1: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48

When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling at his
feet, paid him homage. Peter, however, raised him up,
saying, “Get up. I myself am also a human being.”
Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, “In truth, I see
that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation
whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.”
While Peter was still speaking these things, the Holy Spirit
fell upon all who were listening to the word. The
circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit should have been
poured out on the Gentiles also, for they could hear them
speaking in tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter
responded, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing
these people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as
we have?” He ordered them to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done wondrous
deeds; His right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
The Lord has made his salvation known: in the sight of the
nations he has revealed his justice. He has remembered his
kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our
God. Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; break into
song; sing praise.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

Worship Aid for Mass Continued
Reading 2: 1 John 4:7-10

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God;
everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.
Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is
love. In this way the love of God was revealed to us: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life
through him. In this is love: not that we have loved God, but
that he loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.

Alleluia
Gospel: John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, so I
also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.
“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and
your joy might be complete. This is my commandment: love
one another as I love you. No one has greater love than
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my
friends if you do what I command you. I no longer call you
slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is
doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you
everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you
who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to
go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you
ask the Father in my name he may give you. This I
command you: love one another.”

Homily
Apostles Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, (at the words that follow, up to and including
the Virgin Mary, all bow) who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen

Prayer Over the Offerings: May our prayers rise up to

you, O Lord, together with the sacrificial offerings, so that,
purified by your graciousness, we may be conformed to the
mysteries of your mighty love. Through Christ our Lord.

Holy, Holy, Holy
Amen
Our Father
Lamb of God
Communion Hymn

Worship Aid for Mass Continued
Spiritual Act of Communion: My Jesus, I believe that

you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if
you were already there, and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Prayer after Communion: Almighty ever-living God, who
restore us to eternal life in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal Sacrament
and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.
Through Christ our Lord.
Recessional Hymn

LITURGICAL ROLES

St. Joseph - Saturday, May 15 at 4:15 PM

Lector: Judy Moran Eucharistic Minister: Molly Ploessl
Lead Rosary: Kim Moore Ushers: Ethan DeSotel, Russ
Kettmann, Jim Kilburg, Greg Schulte
Sunday, May 16 at 10:15 AM
Lector: Bill Lampe Eucharistic Minister: Megan Capesius
Lead Rosary: Don/Lucille Usher Ushers: Chuck Kueter, Rick
Michels, Gabrielle Recker, Nick Schroeder

Sts. Peter & Paul - Sunday, May 16 at 8:00 AM

Lector: Mike Griffin Eucharistic Minister: John Jacobs
Server: Hannah Litterer Lead Rosary: Jr. & Laura Steines
Ushers: Mark/Tyler Banowetz, Dan Zeimet, Greg Thomas

St. Donatus - Sunday, May 16 at 8:00 AM

Lector: Graduate (or Julie Heitz) Eucharistic Minister: Elise
Kilburg Ushers: Graduates (or Larry Weber, Jim Roling)

St. Catherine - Saturday, May 15 at 5:30 PM

Lector: Graduates Eucharistic Minister: Graduates
Ushers: Graduates

SAVE THE DATE!
Summer 2021 Youth Camp
at St. Joseph Parish
· Middle & High School
Program Sunday night July 11th - Thursday night
July 15th, 7:00—9:15 PM for students entering grades
6-12 and 2021 graduates
· Grade School Program Monday - Friday, July 12th16th, 9:00 AM-2:30 PM for students entering grades
1-5
· Pre-School & Kindergarten Program Monday-Friday,
July 12th-16th, 8:45-11:00 AM for children ages 3-5
who have not attended kindergarten
*Registration forms can be found in the back of church.

STEWARDSHIP OF GIVING
St. Catherine

Adult Contributors
Envelopes.……………………………….…...$1260.00
Offertory………………………………….…...…..$13.00
Total..................................................................$1273.00

St. Donatus

Adult Contributors
Envelopes.………...……………………………$240.00
Offertory…………...………………………………$68.00
Total.....................................................................$308.00

St. Joseph

Adult Contributors
Envelopes.……………………………………$3401.00
EFT (Auto Deposit) ………………..……….…$3164.00
Youth Contributors………………………………….$26.00
Ascension…………...………………………………$10.00
Offertory…………………………………………$281.30
Votive...………………………………………...…...$46.00
Total...................................................................$6928.30

Sts. Peter & Paul

Adult Contributors
Envelopes.................................................................$1985.00
EFT (Auto Deposit) ...................................................$981.00
Offertory………………………..…...…..………..$148.35
Votive…………………………………………...........$3.00
Easter………………………………………………$20.00
ACCW offering……………………………………...$3.00
Total...................................................................$3140.35
Our sympathy and prayers to the family of
William “Bill” Vaughn, who passed away on
April 29th and to the family of Marilyn
Clasen, who passed away on April 30th.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.
Th
Through
the waters of Baptism we w e l c o m e
Ma
Margaret Alice Kapraun, daughter of
Nathaniel & Claira (Sieverding) Kapraun,
Na
who is being
ng baptized this weekend at St. Joseph. We
also welcome Libby Gwendolin Till, daughter of Michael
& Kaitlin (Kilburg) Till, who is being baptized this
weekend at Sts. Peter & Paul.
May God bless all farmers and gardeners.
Feast of St. Isidore the Farmer c.1070-1130
Husband of Bl. Maria de la Cabeza
Memorial - May 15th
St. Joseph Catholic Church
HOLY HOUR for Vocations
Saturdays 8:00 a.m.— 9:00 a.m.

Mass Schedule/Intentions

Monday, May 10
5:30 PM - SJ † Barbara Rowan
Tuesday, May 11
8:25 AM - SJ † Roger Ties & Mary Ann Ties
† Joan Kilburg; † Mary Ann Till
5:30 PM - SC For the People
Wednesday, May 12
8:25 AM - SJ † Barbara Rowan; † Tom & Rita Daugherty
10:00 AM - Mill Valley Care Center
† Ann Duehr
Thursday, May 13
8:00 AM - SPP† Peter Sprank; † Lucille Bormann
Friday, May 14
8:00 AM - SD † Roger & Lois Gerardy
8:25 AM - SJ † Hazel Lemer; † Ann Duehr
Saturday, May 15
4:15 PM - SJ † Lloyd Stecklein; † Eldon Weis
† John & Helen Daugherty Family & Chuck
Heim; † Marjorie Hipschen
5:30 PM -SC † Melvin Lenz
Sunday, May 16 (Ascension of the Lord)
7:00 AM - SJ For the People
8:00 AM - SD † Dorothy Hilkin
8:00 AM - SPP For the People
10:15 AM - SJ For the People

YOUTH GROUP/ EPIC/SENIOR MASSES
· Senior Masses at all parishes - Sunday, May 16th
· EPIC - Sunday, May 23rd - 3:00-5:00 – EPIC Movie
·

(Bring snacks/drink/comfy chair/blanket)
Youth Group Meeting - Wednesday, June 2nd–
7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Fr. Kruse Parish Center – masks
required

The Dubuque Franciscan Sisters are offering four summer
camps for girls to be held at Shalom Spirituality Center in
Dubuque. Best Franciscan Friends (BFF) Camp and Puppets
in the Prairie are half-day camp for girls who have finished
3rd, 4th, or 5th grade in the 2020-2021 school year. BFF
Camp is from June 9-11 and Puppets in the Prairie is from
August 11-13. Surfin’ the C’s (Compassionate, Confident,
Courageous, Christian!) and ACT Environmental Camp are
an evening + day camps available to girls who have finished 6th, 7th, or 8th grade in the 2020-2021 school
year. Surfin’ the C’s Camp will be held from the June 7-8
and ACT Environmental Camp is from August 9-10. All
camp fees are waived this summer. Each camp is limited to
12 girls. To register, visit www.osfdbq.org. Registration
closes May 14. For more information, contact Julie Tebbe
at tebbej@osfdbq.org or Lori apell@osfdbq.org or (563)
583-9786.

Stewardship Quote … Jesus’ commandment is that His disciples love one another, even to the point of laying down their

lives, if necessary. What gifts of myself-my skills and talents, my time and resources-will best demonstrate my love for God’s
people?
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