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Friends,                                                                                   
 Peace be with you.                                                                           
 I feel called to relax a little bit about my homily plan. As 
you may know, I developed a twelve year plan to preach 
on all the readings offered to us in the lectionary, starting 
with three years on the first reading, then three years on 
the second reading, then three years focusing on the                 
gospel, and completing my 12 year assignment with a              
synthesis of all three readings. In the past month or so, I’ve 
felt drawn to a message in the first reading or gospel but 
felt compelled by this form that I’ve made to stick to 
preaching on the second reading. I think it’s time that I                 
forget about the form and listen to the message God wants 
me to preach. Please don’t read anything else into it then a 
desire to want to do the will of God above my own. I tend 
to get worried about homily preparation and trying to 
make sure it is a message that moves people to conversion 
or evangelization or charity. I remember being in                    
Manchester and talking to the high school kids about what 
they felt stopped people from coming to church. Some of 
the kids gave the stock answer that the homily is boring. 
One kid, who kind of fancied himself an atheist, responded 
that the homily lasts barely 10 minutes out of an hour-long 
ceremony and it’s the most creative thing that happens         
during the whole time. I appreciated that response and it 
put into perspective  not to overdue the importance of the 
homily or neglect the importance of everything else that 
happens at Mass. The whole prayer can be boring or it can 
be a powerful means of grace depending on the prayerful 
way the priest presides, the minister’s serve, and the               
people participate. It really is up to us and how we open 
our hearts to God’s desire to come to us and have us come 
to him. 
 I’d like to offer a kind of philosophical end to this column 
focusing on ends and means and not confusing the two. 
What is our goal or our end in life? Another way of asking 
that question was the first question of the Baltimore                      
Catechism, which some of you may remember: “What is the 
purpose of man?” Yet another way of asking this question 
is to think about the parable Jesus uses in Luke 15 about 
the woman who loses a coin and sweeps and cleans her 
house until she finds it. What is the “coin” that you can’t live 
without? I hope we’d all answer heaven. The trouble with 
answering heaven is that it’s not meant to be a reward at 
the end of our life. The Kingdom of God is breaking into 
the world right now. We can catch glimpses of heaven here 
on earth in beauty, truth, and goodness, though they are 
always distorted because of the presence of sin. Still, if our 
goal is heaven, it should be our goal for today, not for 
sometime in the future. We should set up our lives focused 
on making heaven our priority today. The way we do that 
is through a means. If heaven is getting to know God on a 
personal level, we should spend time with him in prayer 
each day getting to know him. The Mass is a grace-filled 
way to do that. The rosary is a peaceful way of doing that. 
Reading the Bible is a powerful way to do that. However, 
these are all means to getting to know God on a personal 
level not an end in themselves. I sometimes worry that                 
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people get the means confused with the ends. Don’t get me 
wrong, being faithful to a time of prayer even when you 
may not be feeling something special is a very good thing. 
Weekly attendance at Sunday Mass is a precept of the 
church, the “bare minimum” expected of us as Catholics. 
However, prayer must be meaningful for us. Regularly 
whipping through a rosary without thinking about a single 
word really is turning the means into an end. Coming to 
Mass and worrying more about what others are wearing or 
judging the quality of preaching or the quality of music is 
definitely valuing the means over the ends. Confining where 
we attend Mass to a particular church in a particular place 
is not only turning the means into an end but it makes God’s 
grace seem place dependent instead of universal. In the 
Baltimore Catechism, the answer to that question about pur-
pose was “to glorify God and to enjoy him forever”. Is this 
the goal of our spiritual life and, if not, how can we make it 
so? 

Upcoming Archdiocesan Conferences  for Women & Men 
2022 Virtual Archdiocesan Women’s Conference:  Holy 
Women of the Visitation, Saturday, January 29, 2022,                
8:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 We invite all women from St. Joseph, Sts. Peter & Paul, 
St. Catherine & St. Donatus to attend our Satellite Event to 
be held at the Kruse Center in Bellevue.                                  
 Adoration and Reconciliation will be available from 8:00
-9:00 a.m. in St. Joseph Church, with the event to follow at 
9:00 a.m. in the Kruse Center. The in person event cost   
includes the virtual ticket, as well as snacks and a meal.          
 If there are women not comfortable joining us in  person, 
virtual tickets will be available in order to view the confer-
ence from their own homes. Once registered, a registration 
link will be emailed to you. Contact Julie Schmidt 
(dbq012s@dbqarch.org) or Marybeth Wagner 
(dbq181ff@dbqarch.org) with questions. 

2022 Archdiocesan Men's Conference Saturday, March 
19, 2022 
 We invite all men from St. Joseph, Sts. Peter & Paul, St. 
Catherine & St. Donatus to attend our Satellite Event to be 
held at the Kruse Center in Bellevue.                                  
 Adoration and Reconciliation will be available from 8:00
-8:55 a.m. in St. Joseph Church, with the event to follow at 
8:55 a.m. in the Kruse Center. The in person event cost   
includes the virtual ticket, as well as snacks and a meal.          
 If there are men not comfortable joining us in  person, 
virtual tickets will be available in order to view the                           
conference from their own homes. Once registered, a                    
registration link will be emailed to you. Contact Julie 
Schmidt (dbq012s@dbqarch.org) or Marybeth Wagner 
(dbq181ff@dbqarch.org) with questions.                                        
 In-Person Event in Cedar Rapids: Register at https://
archmensconference.org/register.  Keynote speaker Mark 
Harfiel, and lunch session speaker, Devin Schadt.  



Catechist Corner from Julie Schmidt 
 This weekend we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. 
What a wonderful time for all of us to reflect on our own 
baptismal call to holiness. How much do you know about 
your own baptism? When and where did it take place? 
Who was there and who Baptized you? What were you 
wearing-was it a family heirloom or an outfit especially 
picked out for this day?  
 If you are like me, a cradle Catholic, you don’t remember 
your baptism because you were an infant. However, 
through my journey in discovering God’s call in my life, I 
have taken the time to discuss this honorable celebration 
with my parents. I was baptized at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Preston (the old structure which is now the                   
Treasure Trove) by Fr. O’Brien on January 1st, which is not 
just New Year’s Day in our secular world, but the Solemnity 
of Mary, the Holy Mother of God in our Catholic tradition. 
So, I was lucky enough to share the day of my Baptism with 
a holy day honoring Jesus’s mother, Mary.   
 It is never too early or too late for us to share stories of 
our faith encounters or Sacraments with our family and 
friends, especially the little ones in your families. As adults, 
we often hear youngsters asking us about the day they 
were born or what they were like as a baby. In fact, just 
this week my friend’s daughter asked me if she was chubby 
when she was a baby- which yes, she was by the way. And 
from the stories of every single one of my childhood              
neighbor ladies who took turns walking me around the 
block or rocking me, apparently all I ever did was              
cry-including the day I was baptized. 
 Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and Godparents, I 
challenge you, when you get asked those questions from 
little ones about what they were like as a baby, try to             
include in your response, “Let me tell you about the day 
you were born… into the Catholic faith.”  
 FYI- You may be able to open these conversations with 
the little ones by discussing the activities in our new                     
weekend Children’s Bulletins, which will be used in                   
Children’s Liturgy and can be found in the back of all of 
our parishes. 

  “No matter how sinful one may have been, if he has         
devotion to Mary, it is impossible that he be lost.”                            

-- St. Hilary of Poitiers,                                                    
Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

                                                                               
STEWARDSHIP OF GIVING                                 

 
St. Catherine 
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.……………………………………$1565.00 
Offertory…………………………………………$112.75 
Fall Appeal…………………...………….……......$325.00 
Monthly Special Collection………………………....$11.00 
Christmas………………………………………...$1250.00  
Christmas Flowers………………………………..…$15.00 
Holyday…………………………………….……...$20.00 
Total...................................................................$3298.75 
 
St. Donatus  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.………..………………………..…...$926.00 
Initial Offering ...………………………………...…..$5.00 
Christmas…………………………………………$175.00 
Hall rent…………………………..………………$230.00 
Flowers……………………………………………..$15.00                                                                              
Total...................................................................$1351.00 
 
St. Joseph  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.……………………………………$8927.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit) …………………...…….....$1142.00                    
Votive...…………………………………………….$62.00 
Offertory……………………………………..…$1221.80  
Fall Appeal……………………………………...$4085.00 
Thanksgiving………………………………..……..$125.00 
Christmas…………………………………...……$1825.00 
Holy Day……………………………………….…$330.00 
Retired Religious…………………………………....$80.00 
Lent Mission………………………………………$100.00 
Initial Offering……………………………………..$55.00              
Total...............................................................$17,952.80 
 
Sts. Peter & Paul  
Adult Contributors  
    Envelopes.................................................................$2115.00 
    EFT (Auto Deposit) ...................................................$981.00 
Offertory…………………………..…...…..……..$143.00 
Votive…………………………………………….......$3.00 
Religious Retirement………………………………..$20.00 
Christmas………………………………………….$270.00 
Initial Offering………………………………………$5.00 
Total...................................................................$3537.00 

Children’s Bulletins Thank You 
Thank you to Live to Give and owners Angie & Chris Read 
for providing our parishes with the subscription to our new 
Children's Bulletins which are now located in the back of 
each of our churches.  

   Euchre Tournament at Sts. Peter & Paul in Springbrook 
 Sts. Peter & Paul, Springbrook will host a Euchre               
Tournament on Sunday, January 16th in Kilburg Hall. No 
partner is needed. Registration is at 1:00 p.m. with the 
tournament starting at 1:30 p.m. The cost is $10.00 per 
person. Ham sandwiches, chili and beverages will be          
available for purchase.  
 Tournament play: there will be 16 hands per game;         
partners switch between each game; 5 games to determine 
points winner; payout to be determined on number of             
contestants. 



St. Joseph Catholic Church
HOLY HOUR for Vocations 

Saturdays 8:00 a.m.— 9:00 a.m.

LITURGICAL ROLES                                                             
St. Joseph - Saturday, January 15 at 4:15 PM 
Lector: Gail Michels Eucharistic Minister: Cortney Kueter, 
Leonard Ernst, Rhonda Petesch, Molly Ploessl Lead Rosary:
Judy Moran Sacristan: Dick/Marie Zeimet Servers: Ethan/
Alaina/Nic DeSotel Ushers: Tim Daugherty, Loras Deppe, 
Russ Kettmann, Jim Kilburg, Greg Schulte, Dick Zeimet
                Sunday, January 16 at 10:15 AM 
Lector: Brody Recker Eucharistic Minister: Monica McHugh, 
Megan Capesius, Jacob Sturm, Dahlia Beauchamp Lead 
Rosary: Kim Moore Sacristan: Angela Burken Servers: Joe 
Deaver, Patrick Dunn, Landon Sturm Ushers: Dalton                 
Jackson, Shawn Jackson, Mark Jess, Mark Michels, Eric 
Schroeder

Sts. Peter & Paul - Sunday, January 16 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Susan Williams Eucharistic Minister: Beth Gerlach               
Servers: Cameron Gerlach, Connor Thomas, Mary Lane  
Lead Rosary: Jr./Laura Steines Offertory: Sally Rowan 
Ushers: Kevin/Darin Banowetz, Charlie Peters, Jr. Steines

St. Donatus - Saturday, January 15 at 5:30 PM 
Server: Gage Kilburg Lector: Elise Kilburg  Eucharistic                  
Minister: Pat Draus Ushers: Larry Herrig, Jonathan Herrig

St. Catherine - Sunday, January 16 at 8:00 AM 
Lector: Michele Colbert Eucharistic Minister: Vicki Weber 
Ushers: Dennis Noel & Joe Kies Sacristan: Liz Staner               Welcome to St. Joseph Parish                                            

We welcome Donald & Tammy Zimmer, who  
recently joined St. Joseph Parish.

Stewardship Quote … Jesus, whom God called “my               
beloved Son,” is also the “servant” of whom Isaiah speaks 
in the first reading. We who are baptized in Christ must 
follow His example and use our time and resources n the 
service of God and neighbor.

Through the waters of Baptism we                   
welcome, Emily Ann Scheckel, daughter of 
Jayden & Molly (Shanahan) Scheckel who 

is being baptized this weekend at St. Joseph.
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Holy Hour for Vocations                                                 
All are invited to a regional Holy Hour for Vocations on 
Wednesday, January 12, 2022 at St. Joseph the Worker 
parish in Dubuque at 7:00 p.m. There will also be a witness 
talk by a seminarian as part of this event.

Till’s Garage
Chevrolet - Buick

563-872-3340
www.tillsauto.com

Our sympathy and prayers to the families of                
Alvin Kilburg and James Cloos who both passed 
away on December 28th. Eternal rest grant unto 
them, O Lord.
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2021 Christmas Fair Thank You
Thank you to anyone who donated items to the Christmas 
Fair. Also thank you to everyone who volunteered their 
time to help make it a success. We were able to raise 
$4456.25. Thank you:)

St. Catherine/St. Donatus News:  
  The recipient of the January Monthly Special Collection 
for our parishes is the Dubuque Dream Center, a Community 
Outreach Center committed to impacting youth and   
strengthening families, helping to provide children with the 
assets they need to be successful in school and in life, which 
in the end will benefit the entire community. The Center is 
located at 1600 White Street in Dubuque. More                        
information may be found on their website at dubuque-                         
dreamcenter.org.
  Please use the envelope found at the end of each pew for 
your donation and put it in the regular collection basket at 
either parish any weekend of this month.  Thank you.

Would you like to learn more about the Bible?  A perfect 
opportunity awaits you, and it’s free too! Sign up for “The 
Bible in a Year,” sponsored by Ascension Press. It’s not too 
late.  Hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz and featuring Jeff Cavins, 
it is America's #1 Religion Podcast. To sign up, go to the 
ascensionpress.com/bibleinayear website. Each episode 
is 20-25 minutes long. If you miss a day, episodes are                  
always available for you to view later. People who                    
participated in the program last year appreciated the    
energy and explanations provided by Fr. Schmitz and  
others, and felt they are able to better understand many 
of the Mass readings.

YOUTH GROUP/ EPIC/HS FF/YFF/FFF/
MSFF/HSFF/CONFIRMATION

· Sunday, February 6 - 2:00 p.m. Confirmation at St.  
Joseph-Bellevue.

· Wednesday, February 16 - Youth Faith Formation, 
Family Faith Formation, Home Study Faith                
Formation, Middle School Faith Formation – Family 
St. Valentine Gathering @ Trinity Center 6:30 p.m. 
(Meal served)

· Sunday, February 20 - High School Faith Formation
Class in Kruse Center from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

· Sunday, February 20 - EPIC - meet in Kruse                
Center - 11:15 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Faith, Food, and 
Fun (Brink a drink-food provided)



Mass Schedule/Intentions                      
 
Monday, January 10                                                                                                                              
   5:30 PM - SJ  † Janice Sieverding 
Tuesday, January 11 
  8:25 AM - SJ  † Deceased Members of the Lemer Family 
   5:30 PM - SC † Janet Kemp                                                   
Wednesday, January 12 
  8:25 AM - SJ  † David Mausser; † Janice Sieverding 
10:00 AM - MVCC  † Jean Hoffmann 
Thursday, January 13 
  8:00 AM - SPP For the People 
Friday, January 14 
  8:00 AM - SD  † Janice Sieverding 
  8:25 AM - SJ   † Jean Hoffmann 
                          † Alvin Kilburg 
  Saturday, January 15                                                     
  4:15 PM - SJ  † Rose Zeimet        
                        † Carl, Leona & Joe Kieffer 
                        † Butch, Don & Tom Sieverding 
                        † Melvin Wagner; † Estelle & Alvin Kilburg 
  5:30 PM - SD  † Milton Weber 
                        † Sylvester (Dolly) & Clara Zimmer 
Sunday, January 16 
   8:00 AM - SC  † Susie & Al Blatz 
  8:00 AM - SPP † Leon Kilburg, Delores Trenkamp &  
                            Karen Lundin 
10:15 AM - SJ   For the People 
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John Hoff, Realtor
  jhoff@aiciinc.com               
      563-249-0852 
 
 
108 S Riverview St Bellevue, IA 52031

TOTAL COMFORT
HEATING & COOLING
124 N. Main Street, Preston, Ia 52069

Tom Meier
563.689.3450
563.212.3378

 563-872-4723
BanowetzFloorCovering.com

563-357-5199
Justin Veach
Bellevue, Iowa

Springbrook
Feed & Supply
ADM Alliance Nutrition

Mycogen Seeds

Jeff & Kelly Gerlach

563-599-0840

500 S. 2nd St.
Belevue, IA 52031-1326

563-872-5591
Fax: 563-872-3690

Ronald J. Besch
Attorney At Law

563-872-4558

DUNN
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Land Improvement Contractor

Jim Dunn
563-872-5692

Not all hospices are
created equally... 

Where quality of life matters most.

563-652-0123 • 877-452-0123

Cloos & Sons, Inc.
WELDING AND FERTILIZER
Springbrook/St. Donatus, IA

872-4692 or 773-2640

Patrick A. Leonard, Funeral Director 

• 563-556-6788 •  

2595 Rockdale Rd. • Dubuque, IA 52003
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Bobcat
Massey-Ferguson

Kuhn - Knight

Sales & Service
(563) 872-5527(563) 872-5527

900 State Street, Bellevue, IA 52031

INC.

Rod Konrardy - general contractor 

kconstinc@gmail.com 

(563) 590-7993

barbaraRcollins.com

Barbara Collins
CLU, ChfC

563-872-4884
300 N. Riverview, Bellevue, IA

Serving La Motte, Andrew,

St. Donatus and Zwingle

Call 563-773-2213 or 1-866-943-4375

“Neighbors Serving Neighbors”

www.lamotte-telco.com

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL

Dave Michels,  Owner

203 21st St.
Camanche, IA

563-242-3692

www.gatewaydoor.com

Compassionate Veterinary Care

Serving you since 1979

www.trivetinc.com
Farley • (563) 744-3341 

Dyersville • (563) 875-8024  

Holy Cross • (563) 870-3125

Zeimet’s
 Garage, Inc.

100 West Main - PO Box 98

Springbrook, IA 52075-0098

872-3674

Parishioner

You will like our style
Full Service Salon

Dena ~ Sharon

38478 308th St. • Bellevue

563-872-4893

Steines
Tree Service

Brian Steines
Tree Trimming
Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Bucket Truck Equipped
Brush & Timber Clearing

Bellevue ~ 563-212-9092

STEVEN
RUFF

Custom Built Homes
Over 30 Years

Experience

563-872-5813

Hachman-Mier  
Funeral Home

& CREMATION SERVICES
Pre-Arrangements • Monuments

100 N. 6th St. • Bellevue, IA
563-872-4101

Mark E. Mier, Funeral Director 

GARAGEGARAGE
Chevrolet-Buick

563-872-3350
www.tillsauto.com

Dr. Peter J. Pauly, DDS
Dr. Scott T. Anderson, DDS
Dr. Peter Nemmers, DDS

Family Dentistry

Bellevue & Preston
563-872-3211

2nd Street Station
with

Brinker’s Pizza

116 S. 2nd Street

563-872-5410

Kevin and LaVonne
Nemmers
Bellevue, IA  52031
563-872-3805

Kieffer Plumbing

& Heating, inc.
Lennox - Kohler

563-872-3732

         Dennis, John, Tim 

Marquette
CatholiC SChoolS

“Dividends For Life”

Pre-K - 12 Catholic Education
Available For All

872-3356 - High School
872-3284 - Grade School

HAXMEIER 
CONSTRUCTION

Keith Haxmeier

563-872-5750
39609 - 334th St., Bellevue, IA

200 S. Second St., Bellevue, IA
(563) 872-4911

Dial-A-Bank 563-872-0203
MEMBER FDIC

www.bellevuestatebank.com

Dan Ploessl
Construction, Inc.

* Custom Home Building
* Remodeling
* Repair Services

Serving the
Bellevue area for

over 20 years!

563-872-5903

MidWestOne.bank

            Painting Painting 
& Power Washing& Power Washing

563-542-3655 
563-872-4980

Established in 2004

Al’s

Four Seasons Geothermal 
Heating and Cooling
Gas Furnace • Geothermal 

Radiant Floor Heating
24 Hour Emergency Service

JEFF KEMP 
Cell: 563-590-1754 
Home: 563-588-0902

Paul Engler  ▲  Jason Engler
563-556-0171

www.engleroberbroeckling.com

 

BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER 
SPECIALS | CATERING

HOURS 
Mon: CLOSED • Tues-Fri 10am-8:30pm 
Sat: 7:30am-9pm • Sun: 7:30am-7:30pm

Ph. (563) 773-2480 
100 N. Main St. • St. Donatus, IA 52071

Burkart Brothers 
F L O O R I N G

Dubuque, IA 52003

Wood • Carpet • Laminate • Tile

Jason Burkart          Josh Burkart 
563-590-1117         563-542-3728

Kueter

& Rental
KueterTrueValue.com 

Jesse & Jackie Kueter

Contact Terri Roe to place 
 an ad today! troe@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x5897

Tracy Export
tracyexportinc.com

815-747-2550

34580 100th St. • Spragueville

563-357-3784
whisperingmeadowsresort.com

414 E Platt 
Maquoketa IA 

52060

340 W 5th St  
Dubuque IA 

52001

301 S Riverview St 
Bellevue IA 

52031

563-556-1342

Schueller and Sons 
Reconstruction

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR

NEW HOMES • REMODELING

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Bathrooms/Kitchen

563-652-2926 
MOBILE 563-357-9905

Bakery • Deli • Fresh Meats
Open 7 to 9pm Daily   Randy & Marta Bender

563-872-3212
400 S. 2nd Bellevue

B & G FEED SERVICE 
For all of your Feed and Seed Needs

ST DONATUS 
Brian Kalmes & Gary Kilburg 

563-773-8801
MAQUOKETA 

Larry Fuller 
563-212-5630


