
 

  

 

 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 
 

April 19, 2020 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

“This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, and it is confirmed in the vast depths 
 of My tender mercies. Every soul believing and trusting in My mercy will obtain it.” 

St Faustina’s Diary 420 

 
 
 
 

 

Parish Center Office (Oficina) 
 

(Behind school/atrás de la escuela) 
 

221 S 28th Avenue  -  715-842-3148 
 

* Call Parish Center Before Coming. 
 

www.stmatthewwausau.org 
 

YouTube: “St. Matthew Wausau”  
 

Facebook: “St Matthew Catholic Church”   
 

Online Donations to St Matthew Parish:  

www.stmatthewwausau.org/donations      

Emailed Bulletins: www.parishesonline.com 

 

 

Mass Schedule Live-Streamed  
on YouTube: “St. Matthew Wausau” 

 

Sunday - Saturday: 8 am  

 
Please spend time in prayer at home, 

during live-streamed Masses. 
 

The church is not open to the public 
when a Mass is being live-streamed. 

 

Church is Open for Adoration & Prayer: 
 

Sunday - Saturday: 9 am - 5 pm 
 

* A maximum of 9 people are allowed in 
church at a time, with a 6 foot distance 
between people.  

 

The diocese of La Crosse has suspended all 
public Masses until further notice to avoid 
spreading the coronavirus COVID-19. 

 

Diocese of La Crosse: www.diolc.org        
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
   The other day Fr. Peter told me I was very optimistic.  I told him that I thought we’d all be able to attend Mass at the beginning 
of May, and even as soon as this weekend.  As of today, April 13, the number of cases has been decreasing in Wisconsin.  
Praise God! 
 
   I truly missed seeing you at the Easter Masses.  It is always such a joyful occasion, and almost everyone is dressed in their  
Easter finest.  I am fortunate as a priest that I can partake of the Eucharist every day.  But it’s not the same for you.  
 
   I recently received a beautiful email from a priest friend of mine, Fr. Bob Mraz.  He sent out a general letter to his friends and 
said: “When we are deprived of the sacraments, we realize our yearning for them, that we cannot live without them. …  But 
Christ gives life, love, joy, hope, and peace for all those who seek Him and believe in Him.  Christ’s resurrection has changed the 
world history for 2000 years, may it change our world and our future choices and world history now and into the future. This 
strange time can truly be a blessing if we repent of our selfishness, turn to God in faith as our hope, and reach out to others in 
love, under our own roofs, next door and on the other side of the world.” 
 
   This weekend we celebrate the Divine Mercy of God bestowed on us in the death and resurrection of His Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We have heard many times that God loves us beyond our capacity to love and longs to have us share everlasting joy 
with Him in heaven.  That is why He sent Jesus to live among as and model for us true mercy and forgiveness. 
 
   On the Feast of Divine Mercy in 2004, Pope John Paul II said that peace is the gift of Divine Mercy.  “The Lord is also sending 
us out to bring to everyone His peace, which is founded on pardon and the forgiveness of sins.  This is an extraordinary gift, 
which He desired to link with the sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.  How deeply humanity needs to experience the 
effectiveness of God's mercy in these times marked by growing uncertainty and violent conflicts!”  
 
   There’s also a need to heal those conflicts within our human nature.  Do I always decide for peace?  Or, do I choose that which 
brings conflict into my life, the conflict of choosing against God by seeking to satisfy my own selfish needs and desires.  I don’t 
know about you, but I certainly have done that.  And, you know the result?!  A lack of inner peace.  I may experience a temporary 
pleasure because of my self-indulgence, but it never brings true happiness.  That only comes when I turn to the Lord and seek to 
do His will in my life.  To imitate mercy and forgiveness in my relations with others.  To be able to forgive myself, too.   
 
   As Christian people of faith seeking to be more like Jesus, we have an obligation to imitate that mercy.  As parishioners at St. 
Matthew you should be lauded for the way you have imitated Jesus by making others feel welcome and accepted here, and by 
the peace you bring to others.  
 
   We are people of faith who claim Jesus as our Lord and Redeemer.  Make a conscious decision to place all your trust in Him, 
by doing so you will experience His peace and joy. 
 
   Let us pray from our hearts: Lord remove our burdens!  Deliver us from this coronavirus!  Have mercy on us Lord!  And, help 
us to imitate your mercy and love in all our relationships, our interactions with others.  Amen 
 
   God bless you and grant you peace. 
 
Fr. Bob 
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Divine Mercy Novena and Feast Day 
 

   The “Chaplet of Divine Mercy” was given to 
Saint Faustina by Jesus with His instructions to 
recite it as a novena, especially on the nine days 
before the Feast of Mercy, “Divine Mercy 
Sunday”.  
 

   Jesus promised: “By this Novena I will grant 
every possible grace to souls.” (796: Diary of Saint 

Maria Faustina Kowalska) 
 

   Our Lord said to St Faustina: “Encourage souls 
to say the chaplet which I have given you. … 
Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at 
the hour of death. … When they say this chaplet 

in the presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father and the 
dying person, not as the just Judge but as the Merciful Savior. … 
Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope of salvation. 
Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this 
chaplet only once, he would receive grace from My infinite mercy. I 
desire to grant unimaginable graces to those souls who trust in My 
mercy. … Through the Chaplet you will obtain everything, if what you 
ask for is compatible with My will.” (Diary: 687, 1541, 1731) 
 

   Jesus also told St Faustina: “On that day (Divine Mercy Sunday), the 
very depths of My tender mercy are opened. I pour out a whole ocean 
of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. … 
The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall 
obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.” (Diary: 699) 

Diocese of La Crosse Guidelines for Reporting Instances of Child Abuse 
 

   The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and procedures, seeks to 
provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to reporters of 
sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (bishop, priest, deacon, 
employee, religious, vendor or volunteer). Anyone wishing to make a report of 
an allegation of sexual abuse should send that report to Mrs. Karen Becker, 
Complaint Intake Agent, at the Diocese of La Crosse, PO Box 4004, La Crosse, 
WI  54602-4004. Alternatively, you can contact Mrs. Becker at 608.791.0179 or 
intakeagent@diolc.org. The reporting form is available through the Diocese of 
La Crosse Office of Safe Environment or on the diocesan website at:  
diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting. Individuals are also encouraged to take 
their reports directly to civil authorities. Copies of the diocesan policy are 
available through your local parish and on the diocesan website. If you have any 
questions about the Diocese of La Crosse and the implementation of the 
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Teresa 
Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at 608.791.2679; or tbrown@diolc.org. 

 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 

   Our Lenten journey this year has been 
most striking. We read of the ancients going 
through the desert, separating themselves 
and being alone with God. We too have 
joined in their practice, not by our choice but 
for our safety. 
 

   Despite our separation and inability to 
celebrate Easter together in church, we 
must continue to proclaim and believe the 
most astonishing fact about our Lord and 

Savior. He suffered, He died and He rose from the dead on that first 
Easter morning. The first witnesses were filled with many deep 
emotions and their hearts were moved to greatness. To this day, we too 
are comforted by the Resurrection and His promises. 
 

   We are an Easter people! Easter Sunday begins the Octave of 
Easter; eight days to continue the celebration of Easter. Eight days to 
hear accounts of Jesus’ post-Resurrection appearances. The final day 
of the Octave, the Second Sunday of Easter, is also known as Divine 
Mercy Sunday. We hear the words of our Lord, recounted in the 
Gospel, when he tells Thomas and he tells us, “Blessed are they who 
have not seen me, but still believe.” (John 20:29) 
 

   Easter is known as the ‘Feast of Feasts’ – the solemnity of 
solemnities. The celebration of Easter extends to Pentecost Sunday. 
Forty days after Easter we celebrate the Lord’s Ascension. The Church 
then remains in prayer as we await the coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
Fiftieth day of Easter, concluding the Easter Season. 
 

   So let us keep the Easter spirit alive in our hearts and proclaim it to 
everyone we meet. 
 

   We are an Easter people!  
 

   Blessed Easter to you – and I’ll see you at Sunday Mass! 
 

Bishop William Patrick Callahan 

Free Online Couple Retreat 
   Watch these 4 short videos, 
together with your spouse, 
about the virtues that help us 
keep sanity in our life: 
Prudence, Justice, Courage, and Temperance. These habits help you 
mature as persons, grow in holiness, and strengthen your marriage.  
To access this free program, go to: 

 www.the-virtues.net/online-free-program  

The Virtues 

Tell our Governor: Abortion is NOT “Essential Health Care”  
Governor Tony Evers and several other 
governors around the U.S. have deemed 
abortion to be part of “essential health care” 
that should remain open while other elective 
procedures are shut down to allow the 
medical community to focus on COVID-19. 
The U.S. Bishops’ Secretariat of Pro-Life 

Activities is circulating a statement signed by 30,000 pro-life physicians 
calling for an end to this tragic absurdity. To sign a petition calling for 
Governor Tony Evers to shut down abortion during the COVID-19 
pandemic, visit diolc.org/social-concerns.  
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Pastor - Rev. Robert Thorn 
Associate Pastor - Rev. Peter Kieffer 
Deacon - Rev. Mr. Tom Tierney 
Pastoral Care - Dorothy Giallombardo 
Secretary - Ann Graveen 
Finance Secretary - Barb Splinter 

 
 

Plant Manager - Jason Seliger 
DRE & Hispanic RE - Joy Orozco 
Bulletin Editor - Rosemary Beever   

rosemarybr@stmatthewwausau.org 

Deadline Next Bulletin: 

 3 pm Monday 

Parish Staff   (715-842-3148) 

Celebration of Sacraments 
 

Confession 
 

Saturday: 10:30 am - 12 noon or by Appointment       
 

Baptism 
 

  A Baptism Preparation Class must be attended by the parents and the 
Godparents are encouraged to attend. You must register one week before the 
class by calling the Parish Center at 715-842-3148.  
 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, May 11th: 6:30 pm - Parish Center Patio Room 
 

Bautismo 
 

  Para Bautismos los padres y padrinos deben tomar una clase de preparación. 
Generalmente las clases son el primer martes de cada mes a las 6:30 pm en el 
centro parroquial. Para mayor informes y registrarse para la clase llame a Joy 
al 715-842-3148. 

Marriage 
 

 Arrangements must be made 6 months in advance with Fr Bob. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Call Dorothy at 715-432-5519 to make arrangements for: 
 

  Anointing of the Sick - available when you are seriously ill or 
 before a scheduled surgery. 

 

  Visits to the Homebound - visits to your home, assisted living 
 facility, or nursing home. 

 

  Hospital Visits - Let the hospital know when you are admitted that you 
would like to have Fr Bob or Fr Peter visit you.    

In Need of Prayer? - Our prayer group is always ready to pray for you when you 
need extra prayer. Call Bonnie at 715-675-9876.   

 

* You may also call the Parish Center at 715-842-3148 

Cancellations 
 

Due to the coronavirus the following events have been canceled until 
further notice: 

 Public Celebration of the Mass (weekends & weekdays)  
 Parish Committee Meetings 
 Religious Education Classes held at Holy Name School 
 Jubilee House Free Community Meals 
 That Man Is You 
 Choir Practice 
 Healing Fire of the Spirit Prayer Group 
 St Matthew School Building is Closed 

 

Monday, April 20 

     Tuesday, April 21 

Wednesday, April 22 

Thursday, April 23 

Friday, April 24 

Saturday, April 25 

Sunday, April 26 

 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Living & †Deceased Jilek Family Members 

†Mike Lach 

†Deceased McKinnion Family  

†Bud & †Georgianna Flagel  

†Mary Jo Borowczyk  

†Mary Alexejun  

†Claude Witzeling & †Poor Souls in Purgatory  

St Matthew Parishioners 

Mass Intentions 

(Priests will offer a Private Mass 
 for these Intentions)  

April 20 - 26, 2020 Pray for Us 

This Week at Saint Matthew 

 

Minimum Budgeted Amount Needed Weekly……..................................$9,612.00 
 

Stewardship April 4 & 5 …..........…………………………..……..….…$5,957.70 
Stewardship April 11 & 12…..........……………………..….To Be Announced 

 

April 13: Jim Wendling (Raffle Ticket #1184 ) 
 

Parish Contributions: 
   Regarding the financial needs of the parish: Our weekly offertory collection 
provides the necessary funds to meet our financial obligations - staff payroll, 
insurance payments, utility bills, building maintenance, etc. While public Masses 
are suspended at this time, our daily work of parish and pastoral ministry will 
continue on. Please consider sending your weekly donations by: 
 

● Mail (St Matthew Parish, 221 S 28th Ave, Wausau, WI 54401) 
● Electronic Funds Transfer from your bank (contact Barb 715-842-3148 or 

barbsr@stmatthewwausau.org)  
● Online Giving: (via credit card or direct debit) 

● www.stmatthewwausau.org/donations (one-time donations) 
● www.stmatthewwausau.org/payments (recurring donations with donation 

management and history) 
● www.diolc.org/st-matthew-wausau (via diocese of La Crosse) 

Sharing God’s Blessings 
Thank You for Your Continued Support! 

Mass Intentions are Available Monday - Friday and will be offered 
 By Fr Bob or Fr Peter at their daily private Mass.  

 

Email Barb at: barbsr@stmatthewwausau.org and include: 
1. your name and phone number  
2. name of the person or special intention for the Mass  
3. date for the Mass with alternative date(s)  
4. the usual Mass stipend is $10.  

Scripture Readings 
 

Monday, April 20 
 

  Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2/Jn 3:1-8  
 

Tuesday, April 21 - Saint Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  
 

  Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93/Jn 3:7-15 
 

Wednesday, April 22 
 

  Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34/Jn 3:16-21  
 

Thursday, April 23 - St George, Martyr; St Adalbert, Bishop/Martyr  
 

  Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34/Jn 3:31-36  
 

Friday, April 24 - Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr  
  Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27/Jn 6:1-15  
 

Saturday, April 25 - Saint Mark, Evangelist  
 

  1 Pt 5:5-14/Ps 89/Mk 16:15-20     

Sunday, April 26 - 3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

  Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35  

Diocesan Annual Appeal 2019-2020                            Target: $71,505 
 

   It is near the end of our 2019-2020 Diocesan Annual 
Appeal. If you haven’t made your full payment for this 
very important event, please do so as soon as 
possible. We appreciate all the sacrifices you have 
made to contribute to the Diocesan Annual Appeal, 

may God reward and bless you for your contribution and sacrifices!  
 

 May God bless you and your families! 

 

Celebration of Sacraments 
 

Confession 
 

Saturday: 11:00 am - 12 noon or by Appointment       
 

Baptism 
 

  A Baptism Preparation Class must be attended by 
the parents and the Godparents are encouraged to 
attend. You must register one week before the 
class by calling the Parish Center at 715-842-3148.  
 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, May 11th: 6:30 pm - Parish Center Patio Room 
 

Bautismo 
 

  Para Bautismos los padres y padrinos deben tomar una clase de preparación. 
Generalmente las clases son el primer martes de cada mes a las 6:30 pm en el 
centro parroquial. Para mayor informes y registrarse para la clase llame a Joy 
al 715-842-3148. 
 

Marriage 
 

 Arrangements must be made 6 months in advance with Fr Bob. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Call Dorothy at 715-432-5519 to make arrangements for: 
 

  Anointing of the Sick - available when you are seriously ill or 
 before a scheduled surgery. 

 

  Visits to the Homebound - visits to your home, assisted living 
 facility, or nursing home. 

 

  Hospital Visits - Let the hospital know when you are admitted that you 
would like to have Fr Bob or Fr Peter visit you.    

In Need of Prayer? - Our prayer group is always ready to pray for you when you 
need extra prayer. Call Bonnie at 715-675-9876.   

 

* You may also call the Parish Center at 715-842-3148 
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Live-Streamed and Prerecorded Sunday & Daily Mass 
 Diocese of La Crosse Live-Stream Schedule: 
 

• Monday-Saturday English Mass: 8:00 am  
• Monday-Saturday Spanish Mass: 8:30 am 
• Sunday English Mass: 9:30 am 
• Sunday Spanish Mass: 10:30 am  
 

Available at: diolc.org/live and diolc.org/tvmass, 
the diocesan YouTube channel, Facebook, and 
televised on the following channels:  

  Wausau (Cable & Satellite), Channel 12 at 6:30 am Sunday 
 Wausau (Public Access), Channel 980 at 6 pm Saturday & 9 am Sunday 

 
 

EWTN: www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live and on EWTN App 
     Sunday and daily Masses are broadcast at 7 am, 11 am, 6 pm and 11 pm
     on EWTN TV, EWTN cell phone app and the network's YouTube channel 
     (YouTube also contains videos of nearly all of EWTN’s TV programming, 
  including daily and Sunday Masses). 
 

 Relevant Radio: www.relevantradio.com and on Relevant Radio App 
      Relevant Radio’s live-streamed video of Sunday and daily Masses are     
    broadcast at 12 noon Sunday - Saturday. Previous Masses available 30 
    minutes after live broadcast in their archive.  

In honor and loving memory of: 
 Leroy Guralski and Gerald Beidel deceased brothers of  

 Jerry and Sandy Guralski  

 Gismo (Lisa) Holeton by LouAnn Przesmicki  

2020 
Easter Candle  

Donations 

In honor and loving memory of: 
 In Memory of Joy Kachel and Honor of Cheryl Kachel 
  by Pete Kachel 

 Richard Woelfle, husband and  
  Albert & Mary Mildred Boisvert, parents of Joan Woelfle  

 Mr. Lou Przesmicki by LouAnn Przesmicki  

 Living & Deceased Members of the Karlen and Hieronimus     
 Families by Don & Lyn Hieronimus 

 Deceased Members of the Burish and Krautkramer Families 
 by David & Marie Burish  

2020 
Easter Flower 

Donations 

 

Helping Hands – April 2020  
 

A belated Happy Easter! This was most definitely a different 
Easter, yet He is with us always and gives us the strength to get 
through these times. Please keep our brothers and sisters in 

Jamaica and Kenya in your prayers, they are going through the same pandemic 
but have less medical resources than the US. 
   During the past several months, Helping Hands volunteers sent a container to 
Jamaica, traveled to Jamaica in Nov & Feb/March and to Kenya in January. Many 
projects & activities were accomplished by the volunteers. 

Jamaica  
   In November, volunteers constructed a 12’ X 16’ one 
room house for Ms. Sheley & her family, who waited 
over two years for this house to be built. Her tears & 
words of gratitude made it very clear that she was very 
grateful that the Lord blessed her with this new house.  

   In February/March, volunteers traveled to Jamaica and 
built a 12’ X 16’ house for Julia & her family of four 
children & one grandchild. Once again, appreciation was 
expressed to the volunteers with songs of praise & words 
of thanksgiving! Such joy for a new house that is very 
similar to what we would use as a backyard shed.    

Kenya  
   During January and the first week of February, 17 Helping Hands volunteers 
traveled to Kenya, accomplishing the following:   
 

● 8 New Houses - Metal (zinc) houses with a concrete floor, an outdoor kitchen, 
& combination pit latrine/shower. It was the most houses built by Helping 
Hands during January & the first time each house received an outdoor 
kitchen and combination pit latrine/shower.    

● New Beds with Mattress & Blanket for families in need: 
12 double decker, 6 single, 4 double   

● Water Tanks for families in greatest need - to be done in May/June due to 
the Pandemic   

● 36 Home Kits for families in need. Home Kits include: 4 dinner plates, mugs 
for porridge with spoons, 2 lunch boxes for school, plastic picture jug with 
cover, jumbo wash basin, face basin, 2 bars bath soap, 2 cooking pots, large 
spoon, 8 boxes of matches  

● 35 Families each received 3 Macadamia nut trees  
● 35 Families will each receive 1 cock and 3 hens to start raising chickens.  

To be done in May/June due to the Pandemic.       
● 25 Hand Tool “Kits” for local volunteers who helped build the houses  
● Delivered Home Kits to the Samburo Village - A new project for Helping 

Hands. 42 families living in the abandoned buildings (as squatters) of a very 
old coffee plantation.  

● 7 Primary School Craft Projects - 2nd grade (about 180 children)  
● Painted Six Classrooms at the Mwitingiri Primary School  
● 3 Swing Sets & 2 Monkey Bar Sets to be delivered to primary schools in 

May/June 
● Maasai SEMADEP Primary School. Funded construction of: Classroom for 

Grade 6 and Grade 7, Library, Computer Lab, New Teacher House  
● Provided School Supplies to Morning Star Academy. (A very poor Maasai 

School ~90 minutes from Narok Town, a new project for Helping Hands.)  
● Continued the Family to Family Program for 2020 - 37 Maasai families 

sponsored by USA families   
● Continued with Renovation of Maasai Sun-Set Camp for Safari guests. 

Mentored the camp staff regarding the importance of maintenance, 
prioritizing future projects, etc. 

● Maasai SEMADAP Primary School - A Helping Hands volunteer and a local 
Helping Hands member spent one week observing, teaching, and coaching 
the management/teacher staff. 

 

HEARTS TOUCHED FOREVER WITH INDELIBLE LOVE  
 

   Your time and effort directly touched countless families (~1,450 individuals) & 
many, many more at the 7 primary schools, the Maasai Village and all the 
individual lives YOU impacted.  
   You touched the hearts of so many with your gestures of kindness & love. You 
impressed upon them the sincerity of your Love & your Caring Concern for them 
as fellow human beings, as Brothers & Sisters, as Family. GOD’S LOVE! 
   Young and old will always remember that a “Muzungo” came and treated them 
with respect - with such a special concern and a special Love - they know that 
thru YOU, Christ touched their lives … 

 
Meet Your Parish Pastoral Council Member 

 

Deacon Tom Tierney 
 

Deacon Tom is 69 years old. He recently retired 
from Aspirus where he worked in the IT 
department. He and his wife Kris are empty-
nesters and have been parish members for over 
15 years. He serves our parish community as a 
Deacon. He sits on Pastoral Council as an ad 
hoc member. 

 

Why did you volunteer?  I felt I was called to be a Deacon in about 
2005. I responded to the call and was ordained a Deacon in 2012. 
What do you hope to accomplish?  

I want to do God’s will. To do what He asks. 
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