
 

 

 

  

 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 
 

May 31, 2020 - Pentecost Sunday  
 
 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, so I send you.”  
And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them,  
“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,  

and whose sins you retain are retained.”  John 20:21-23 

 
 
 
 

 

Parish Center Office (Oficina) 
 

(Behind school/atrás de la escuela) 
221 S 28th Avenue  -  715-842-3148 
* Call Parish Center Before Coming. 

 

www.stmatthewwausau.org 
 

YouTube: “St. Matthew Wausau”  
 

Facebook: “St Matthew Catholic Church”   
 

Online Donations to St Matthew Parish:  
www.stmatthewwausau.org/donations      

Emailed Bulletins: www.parishesonline.com 
Diocese of La Crosse: www.diolc.org 

 

Live-Streamed Masses on YouTube will 
continue until further notice  

ONLY  
at 8 am on Weekdays  

(including Saturday morning) 
 

Starting this week the church will only 
be open for Adoration & Prayer: 

 

Monday - Friday: 9 am - 5 pm 
 

* A social distancing of 6 feet between 
people needs to be maintained.  

   Mass Schedule - Horario de Misas 
Weekend Masses are Resumed: 

   

   Saturday: 4:30 pm 
   Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am 
    Español-Spanish: 12:00 noon 
 

*The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
remains dispensed per to Bishop Callahan.  

The church may only be filled to 25% of its 
capacity. Ushers will help to seat those attending 
to maintain social distancing for those not living 
in the same household.  

Mass Sign-Up: Go to www.stmatthewwausau.org and under “Parish News” click “Mass Sign-Up”. When attending public Masses on Saturday evening 
or Sunday, please bring your own mask if you have one, and personal hand sanitizer if desired. Masks and hand sanitizer will also be available at the 
entrances. Those who plan on attending need to come 10 to 15 minutes earlier than usual, since seating people probably will take longer than usual. 
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Gospel Meditation 
A Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

 

   You can feel so small standing by the 
seashore. The vastness of all that is before 
you expands much farther than your eye can 

see. What is happening on the other side? As tides continue to ebb and 
flow, what occurs as they come and go remains largely a mystery and 
the effects of their presence unknown in your sight. Yet, things are 
moving and changing as you gaze upon the water, as the thumbprint of 
their presence is left behind. The greater the wind and wave, the greater 
the effect. But even a gentle breeze leaves its humble mark upon the 
seashore on which you stand. The smallest pebble still makes a ripple in 
the great blue expanse of ocean waters. It doesn’t need to be big. 
 

   You never know the full impact of your smallest gesture or simplest of 
words. A yes or no, agree or disagree, here or there, this or that can 
influence time and history in ways you may never know. The Holy Spirit 
is like that: fierce and torrential, and then almost still and silent, creating 
and recreating nonetheless. Coming as a gentle breeze or a gusty wind, 
God’s Holy Spirit continues to move over, around, and into the waters of 
our lives. The Spirit brings fruit and unknown possibilities to what we 
humbly bring with us and that same Spirit eventually brings all to 
fulfillment in Christ. 
 

   The first disciples didn’t have much. They possessed simple faith and 
a willingness to go into unchartered territory with a love of their friend-
God, humble offerings, and a knowledge that they were not alone. This 
allowed them to do amazing things with very little. Do you believe that 
you are being led and that you have a purposeful life? We often do not 
realize our value because we do not think that the little we have is good 
enough. How wrong we are! A little flour mixed with water and embraced 
by a prayer of blessing transforms simple offerings into the magnificent 
Eucharistic presence of God. If the Holy Spirit can do such amazing 
things with these humble gifts of the earth, even more can happen with 
you. Don’t underestimate the value of the smile you gave a stranger, the 
door held open for an elderly widow, the 
listening ear offered to one who was lonely, 
the tolerance given to the wounded soul who 
is angry, and the loving shoulder you offered 
as a cradle under the head of someone in 
pain. Modest gifts offered with love can be 
transformed by the Spirit into wondrous 
blessings you may never know. It’s 
Pentecost. Trust. You are not alone. ©LPi 

Prayer 
Holy Spirit 
Come like a mighty rushing wind 
And awaken us out of our complacency 
Our apathy, our indifference. 
Disturb us 
For we are too content 
To let things go on as they are, 
And to let people go on not knowing you. 
Penetrate the closed gates of our hearts 
And make us live again. 
O Holy Spirit, create among us 
A mighty Christian revolution 
And cast the fear of the unknown 
Out of our lives. 
Amen. 
 

(Michael Hollings & Etta Gullick) 

“God’s love has been poured into our hearts through  
the Holy Spirit Who has been given to us.” Romans 5:5 

 

The Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit 
   According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church:  
1830 The moral life of Christians is sustained by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
These are permanent dispositions which make man docile in following the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. 
1832 The fruits of the Spirit are perfections that the Holy Spirit forms in us as the 
first fruits of eternal glory. 

Prayer for the 3 Theological Virtues & the 7 Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
 

   O Lord Jesus Christ, Who, before ascending into Heaven, did promise to send 
the Holy Spirit to finish Your work in the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples, 
please grant the same Holy Spirit to me, to perfect in my soul the work of Your 
grace and Your love.  Grant me the supernatural Gift of Faith, that I may truly 
believe in God and make my response by developing a relationship with Him. 
   The Gift of Hope, that I may trust in God through difficult circumstances and 
know that He loves me infinitely. 
   The Gift of Charity, that I may receive God’s love and give God’s love. 
   The Gift of Knowledge, that I may understand that there is a space reserved 
within me solely for the Holy Spirit.  No thing or person can fill this space.  God 
created me for Himself alone. 
   The Gift of Piety, that I know and love God as a son or daughter truly would.  
As members of the Family of God, we are brothers and sisters in Christ and 
therefore we must treat each other with deep respect. 
   The Gift of Fortitude, that I may have the courage and strength to overcome 
the obstacles that would harm my relationship with Jesus. 
   The Gift of Understanding, that I may realize that sin separates me from my 
friendship with Jesus.  My heart is led to respond by repenting of my sin and 
receiving forgiveness in the Sacrament of Confession. 
   The Gift of Wisdom, that I may be inspired to worship God and to love Him as 
my Heavenly Father.  His love leads me to want to know and do what is right 

and good. 
   The Gift of Fear of the Lord, that I may be filled with a loving reverence 
towards God and may avoid anything that may displease Him. 
   The Gift of Counsel, that I may be able to make correct decisions about 
God’s will for my life.  Mark us dear Lord, with the sign of Your true disciples, 
and animate us in all things with Your Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

The Charismatic Gifts 
 

“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
 for some benefit.”          1Cor 12:7 

The 7 Gifts of the Holy Spirit  
1 Corinthians 13:13 

  

 Wisdom 

 Understanding 

 Counsel 

 Fortitude 

 Knowledge 

 Piety 

 Fear of the Lord 

 
The 3 Theological Virtues 

 

 Faith 

 Hope 

 Charity (Isaiah 11:1-5) 

The Fruits of the Holy Spirit 
Galatians 5:22-23 

 

 Charity 

 Joy 

 Peace 

 Patience 

 Kindness 

 Goodness 

 Generosity 

 Gentleness 

 Faithfulness 

 Modesty 

 Self-Control 

 Chastity 

Romans 12:6-8 
 

 Prophecy 

 Service 

 Teaching 

 Exhortation 

 Giving of Material Goods 

 Administration 

 Showing Mercy 

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 

 Word of Wisdom 

 Word of Knowledge 

 Faith 

 Healing 

 Working of Miracles 

 Prophecy 

 Discernment of Spirits 

 Tongues 

 Interpretation of 

Tongues 
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Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity 
 will offer online Zoom Retreats in June 

 for Catholic single women, 20-32 
 

   The retreats have been developed for the particular needs and desires 
of college students, recent graduates, and those discerning a call to 
consecrated life or professional career decision. Retreats are open to a 
limited number of retreatants. For more information or to register, visit: 
https://fscc-calledtobe.org/vocation-discernment-events/   
Or call or text Sister Jacqueline at 906-231-6862. 
 

Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity 
2409 South Alverno Road 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220 
920-682-7728 
Cell: 920-323-9632 
sjulieann@fscc-calledtobe.org 

Facebook/Google+/Linkedin: 
Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity 
Twitter: calledtobefscc 
Instagram: franciscansisters 

 The world needs you. God calls you. We invite you. 

SCRIP Gift Cards Still Available for Sale  
 

Arrangements for purchasing SCRIP can be made by 
calling Barb at the Parish Center: 715-842-3148   

You can get what St Matthew Parish has in stock. 
Unfortunately, orders cannot be placed at this time. 
 

Available SCRIP include: 
● Gas: Holiday, Shell, Kwik Trip, etc 
● Groceries: County Market, Lambs, Pick ’n Save, Walmart, etc 
● Home Improvement: Home Deport, Menards, etc 
  

Thank you for helping the parish & buying SCRIP! 

Be a Voice for Unborn Children 
 

Visit www.diolc.org/social-concerns to read about and act on the 
following: 

● Sign a petition telling Governor Tony 
Evers that abortion is NOT “Essential 
Health Care”. 
● Read the letter from the U.S. Bishops 
urging the FDA not to sponsor vaccine 
research that relies on cell lines from 
aborted babies, and sign the petition.  

Need to get out of the house?  
 

The Newman Scrip office is looking 
for summertime volunteers! 

 

The scrip office is looking for a few summer volunteers for Monday mornings 
and Thursdays to fill customer orders and answer phone calls. Some computer 
skills are required, shifts can range between 2-4 hours depending on your 
availability. It is a great way to meet other Newman families while keeping with 
social distancing guidelines. Call or email us for details. 
715-849-7713  or   scrip@newmancatholicschools.com 
 

Payments: 
We are only taking online payments for scrip, you can set up a PrestoPay 
account or you always have the option to pay with a credit card at checkout too. 
There is a 2.6% fee on each transaction when you pay with a credit card.  
 

*NOTE: If you buy Scrip through St Matthew Parish, you do not need to   
 use PrestoPay. 

Everyday Stewardship 
Recognize God 

 in Your  
Ordinary Moments 

 

We Are Never Alone 
 

My children want my help 
sometimes, and other 
times, not so much. I 
remember being a 

teenager and young adult myself. At times, I thought I knew everything. I 
didn’t need help because I was just so darn smart. Truth is, I needed to 
find my own way. I needed to stretch my wings and prove to myself and 
my family I could fly. I assume that is what is happening with my own 
children as well. It just seems so different now that I’m the parent. 
 

Human beings need help. We need community, and we need to rely on 
one another. At Pentecost, we reflect on Jesus sending to the Church a 
helper, the Holy Spirit. God interacting with us in this manner means we 
are never truly alone. We focus most of the time on the Spirit of God as 
the assistance we need, and we do need Him for sure. However, since it 
is that very same Spirit that turned us into “Church” from a band of 
people looking to carry on after Jesus’ ascension, at Pentecost we 
gained more than divine help: we gained each other.  
 

Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. We need to lean on 
the Holy Spirit to blow through the Church with a profound renewal. But 
we cannot forget that we have been given each other to lean on as well. 
We are a gift to each other, and together with the Spirit’s help, we are 
the Body of Christ here on earth. We must be strong and stand for one 
another. If we do that, this Pentecost will bear fruit that will be with us for 
many Pentecosts to come.           Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS              ©LPi          

 

 
 

Prayer to the 
Holy Spirit 

 

 
 

 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill my heart with Your holy gifts. Let my weakness be 
penetrated with Your strength this very day that I may fulfill all the duties 
of my state conscientiously, that I may do what is right and just. 
 

Let my charity be such as to offend no one, and hurt no one's feelings; 
so generous as to pardon sincerely any wrong done to me. 
 

Assist me, O Holy Spirit, in all my trials of life, enlighten me in my 
ignorance, advise me in my doubts, strengthen me in my weakness, 
help me in all my needs, protect me in temptations and console me in 
afflictions. 
 

Graciously hear me, O Holy Spirit, and pour Your light into my heart, my 
soul, and my mind. Assist me to live a holy life and to grow in goodness 
and grace. Amen. 

“To live according to the Holy 
Spirit means to live by faith and 
hope and charity - to allow God 
to take possession of our lives 
and to change our hearts, to 
make us resemble Him more 
and more.” 
 

St Josemaria Escriva (1902-1975) 
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Cancellations 
 

Due to the coronavirus the following events have been canceled until 
further notice: 

 Public Celebration of the Mass (weekdays)  
 Parish Committee Meetings 
 Religious Education Classes held at Holy Name School 
 Jubilee House Free Community Meals 
 That Man Is You 
 Choir Practice 
 Healing Fire of the Spirit Prayer Group 
 St Matthew School Building is Closed 

This Week at Saint Matthew 

Minimum Budgeted Amount Needed Weekly……..................................$9,612.00 
 

Sunday………..…………………………..………………………………..$6,788.00 
 

Debt Reduction………………………………….…...……………………..$585.00 
 

Calendar Raffle Winner:  May 25: Brooklyn Marthaler (#259) 
 

Parish Contributions: Our weekly offertory collection provides the necessary 
funds to meet our financial obligations - staff payroll, insurance payments, utility 
bills, building maintenance, etc. While public Masses are suspended at this time, 
our daily work of parish and pastoral ministry will continue on. Please consider 
sending your weekly donations by: 
 

● Mail (St Matthew Parish, 221 S 28th Ave, Wausau, WI 54401) 
● Monthly Electronic Funds Transfer from your bank (to set up, contact 

Barb at: 715-842-3148 or email: barbsr@stmatthewwausau.org). 
● Bill Pay through your Bank (contact your bank to set up). 
● Online Giving: (via credit card or direct debit) 

● www.stmatthewwausau.org/donations (one-time donations) 

● www.stmatthewwausau.org/payments (recurring donations available) 

 
Sharing God’s Blessings 

Thank You for Your Continued Support! 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 2019-2020                            Target: $71,505 
 

   Please send in any unpaid amounts pledged by 
June 30th. It is the last date for making payments on 
your pledge for 2019-2020 Diocesan Annual Appeal. 
Thank you for your generous contributions and 
sacrifices made in order to contribute to the Diocesan 
Annual Appeal. May God bless and reward you!  

 
 

 May God bless and protect you and your families! 

 

Celebration of Sacraments 
 

Confession 
 

Saturday: 11:00 am - 12 noon or by Appointment       
 

Baptism 
 

  A Baptism Preparation Class must be attended by 
the parents and the Godparents are encouraged to 
attend. You must register one week before the 
class by calling the Parish Center at 715-842-3148.  
 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, July 13: 6:30 pm - Parish Center Patio Room 
 

Bautismo 
 

  Para Bautismos los padres y padrinos deben tomar una clase de preparación. 
Generalmente las clases son el primer martes de cada mes a las 6:30 pm en el 
centro parroquial. Para mayor informes y registrarse para la clase llame a Joy 
al 715-842-3148. 

Marriage 
 

 Arrangements must be made 6 months in advance with Fr Bob. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Call Dorothy at 715-432-5519 to make arrangements for: 
 

  Anointing of the Sick - available when you are seriously ill or 
 before a scheduled surgery. 

 

  Visits to the Homebound - visits to your home, assisted living 
 facility, or nursing home. 

 

  Hospital Visits - Let the hospital know when you are admitted that you 
would like to have Fr Bob or Fr Peter visit you.  

  

In Need of Prayer? - Our prayer group is always ready to pray for you when you 
need extra prayer. Call Bonnie at 715-675-9876.   

 

* You may also call the Parish Center at 715-842-3148 

 

Monday      

Tuesday 

 Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

 

Saturday 

 

Sunday 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 

- 

- 

4:30 pm - 

8:00 am - 

10:00 am - 

12 noon - 

†Jane Rosentreter  

†Arthur Fossland  

†John Bauer  

†Alex Wieloch  

†Marlene Ptaszynski  

†Bud & †Georgie Flagel  

†Robert & †Julie Bourguignon and  

   †Deceased Shauer & Bourguignon Families 

†Fr John Beckfelt 

†Fr John Beckfelt 

†Virginia Hofmann  

†Rick Henrichs  

Kathryn Thorn 

St Matthew Parishioners 

Mass Intentions 

(Priests will offer a Private Mass 
 for these Intentions)  

June 1 - 7, 2020 Pray for Us 

 

      Scripture Readings 
 

 
Monday, June 1 - The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 
 

  Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87/Jn 19:25-34 
 

Tuesday, June 2 - Saint Marcellinus and Saint Peter, Martyrs 
 

  2 Pt 3:12-15, 17-18/Ps 90/Mk 12:13-17       

Wednesday, June 3 - Saint Charles Lwanga & Companions, Martyrs 
 

  2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Ps 123/Mk 12:18-27  
 

Thursday, June 4  
 

  2 Tm 2:8-15/Ps 25/Mk 12:28-34    

Friday, June 5 - Saint Boniface, Bishop & Martyr 
 

  2 Tm 3:10-17/Ps 119/Mk 12:35-37  
   

Saturday, June 6 - Saint Norbert, Bishop 
 

  2 Tm 4:1-8/Ps 71/Mk 12:38-44  
   

Sunday, June 7 - The Most Holy Trinity 
 

 Ex 34:4-6, 8-9/Dn 3:52-55/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-18  

 Parish Staff   (715-842-3148) 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Thorn 
Associate Pastor - Rev. Peter Kieffer 
Deacon - Rev. Mr. Tom Tierney 
Pastoral Care - Dorothy Giallombardo 
Secretary - Ann Graveen 

Finance Secretary - Barb Splinter 
Plant Manager - Jason Seliger 
DRE & Hispanic RE - Joy Orozco 
Bulletin Editor - Rosemary Beever   

rosemarybr@stmatthewwausau.org 

Bulletin Deadline: 3 pm Monday 
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Live-Streamed and Prerecorded Sunday & Daily Mass 
 Diocese of La Crosse Live-Stream 

Schedule: 
 

• Monday-Saturday English Mass: 8:00 am  
• Monday-Saturday Spanish Mass: 8:30 am 
• Sunday English Mass: 9:30 am 
• Sunday Spanish Mass: 10:30 am  
 

Available at: diolc.org/live and diolc.org/
tvmass, the diocesan YouTube channel, 
Facebook, and televised on the following 
channels:  

  Wausau (Cable & Satellite), Channel 12 at 6:30 am Sunday 
 Wausau (Public Access), Channel 980 at 6 pm Saturday & 9 am Sunday 

 
 

EWTN: www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live and on EWTN App 
     Sunday and daily Masses are broadcast at 7 am, 11 am, 6 pm and 11 pm
     on EWTN TV, EWTN cell phone app and the network's YouTube channel 
     (YouTube also contains videos of nearly all of EWTN’s TV programming, 
  including daily and Sunday Masses). 
 

 Relevant Radio: www.relevantradio.com and on Relevant Radio App 
      Relevant Radio’s live-streamed video of Sunday and daily Masses are     
    broadcast at 12 noon Sunday - Saturday. Previous Masses available 30 
    minutes after live broadcast in their archive.  

Home Visits with the  
Sick and Home Bound 

    Due to current coronavirus regulations, we are 
unable to make home visits.  
   Call Dorothy at 715-432-5519, if you have 
special circumstances and need to talk to a priest.  

A Virtual 50th Jubilee Anniversary Celebration 
 

   The in-person 50th Wedding Anniversary Masses have been 
canceled. But a special Mass with Bishop Callahan will be held 
this year via live-stream at 1 pm on Sunday, July 12th from the 
Cathedral. You will be able to view the live stream or recording 
by visiting www.diolc.org/marriage on and after July 12th.  

Weekend Public Mass Attendance 
 

   As we transition back into public 
Masses on Saturday evening and 
Sundays, the Diocese of La Crosse has 
presented our parishes with guidelines 
that we need to follow.  Among those are 
the 25% occupancy standards and 
social distancing requirements. 

   The Diocese has asked that parishes organize their Mass attendance.      
We will use Sign-up Genius to keep track of attendance here at St. 
Matt's.  Registration is easy.   
Go to the parish website www.stmatthewwausau.org,  
and under “Parish News” click “Mass Sign-Up”.  This will take you to 
the sign-up page.   
   Please help to spread the word to other parishioners, and assist those 
who may not have access to the Internet.  Those without Internet can 
call the parish office for assistance with signing up.   
   For those who plan on attending the public Masses on Saturday 
evening or Sunday, please bring your own mask if you have one, and 
personal hand sanitizer if you feel the need to.  Masks and hand 
sanitizer will also be available at the entrances.  Those who plan on 
attending need to come 10 to 15 minutes earlier than usual, since 
seating people probably will take longer than usual.  

Thank you for your cooperation,  
and we look forward to seeing you at Mass! 

New Religious Education Program 
in the Fall for Public School Students - Part I 

 

Since arriving at St. Matthew in 2002 I have been seeking for new 
ways of passing on the faith to the children of our parishioners.  The 
old methods aren’t applicable to our youth today and many parents feel 
lost when trying to answer their children’s questions about our Catholic 
faith. Even public-school educators have expressed a need to change 
the way they pass on knowledge to children.  What worked in 1980 
doesn’t have the same effect today.  The same goes for parish 
religious education classes for public school students. 
 

They were called CCD classes when I attended them.  People still 
refer to Wednesday night religious education as CCD.  (Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine (CCD) is a term developed in Rome in 1562.)  
The primary book for students was The Baltimore Catechism, in both 
Catholic Schools and parish CCD classes.  After the Second Vatican 
Council textbooks for CCD classes changed.  People played around 
with different names for the program: faith formation, religious 
education, faith catechesis, catechetical formation … but they were 
really all the same old CCD programs.  Even the textbook companies 
varied little in the basic teachings of the faith, some were better written 
or had more exercises, or were easier to teach for inexperienced 
catechists.  But what needs to be looked at is the product … are 
children assimilating the faith?  Are they able to understand why their 
Catholic faith is important and of value, in other words, something they 
really desire to understand better?  Are parents growing in the faith 
alongside their children? 
 

One of the Old Testament scripture texts I love to emphasize when it is 
read at a Sunday Mass, is Deuteronomy 6:4-7.  “Hear, O Israel!  The 
LORD is our God the LORD alone! Therefore, you shall love the LORD, 
your God, with your whole heart, and with your whole being, and with 
your whole strength.  Take to heart these words which I command you 
today.  Keep repeating them to your children.  Recite them when you 
are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you 
get up.” 
 

When I preach on this text at Mass I try to emphasize the importance 
of repeating [these words] to your children, “keep repeating,”, it says.  
Also, it’s important to note that this is a parental responsibility.  It is a 
promise parents make to God when they baptize their child, and again 
just before they exchange vows in the holy sacrament of Matrimony … 
to raise their children in the faith … not only by what they say, but also 
by their actions.  The pastor and catechists play a supplemental role, 
but the main role, the main teachers of the faith, in the lives of children, 
are the parents. 
 

Reflecting on this we have decided to move to a new form of 
catechesis, actually it’s an old form of catechesis (it’s been around for 
a while) that focuses on family, and family catechesis.  This “new” 
methodology will begin in the fall.  So, I want to take the next couple of 
weeks to explain what it is all about.  As we go along, if you have any 
questions about it, please be sure to email me on our website or 
contact me on the parish Facebook page.  Or, even better, contact Joy 
Orozco at the parish office, she will be more than happy to share her 
excitement about this new program. 
 

Fr Bob 
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