
 

 
  

 

 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 
 

September 20, 2020 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Catechetical Sunday 

 
 
 
 

   Mass Schedule - Horario de Misas 

Weekends:   Saturday: 4:30 pm    
  Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am 
  Español-Spanish: 12:00 noon 
 

Weekdays:  Monday - Saturday: 8 am 
 

 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 
 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday: 9 am - 5 pm  
Benediction at 4:50 pm 

*Friday, Sept 25th - Adoration will end at Noon. 

 
Guidelines for Attending Sunday Mass 

 

Sign Up Not Required for Attending Mass 
 

● We welcome you to attend Mass. 
Accommodations for social distancing will 
be made if attendance is greater than 120 
individuals (25% occupancy standard), 
which we haven’t exceeded.  

● Please wear a face mask while attending 
Mass due to government mandates. Please 
bring your own face mask (some face 
masks & hand sanitizers are available at 
entrances).  

● Please come 10 minutes early, so ushers 
can seat everyone before Mass begins. 

 
 

Parish Center Office (Oficina) 
 

221 S 28th Avenue  -  715-842-3148 
 

* Please wear a face mask at Parish Center. 
 

Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8 am - 4 pm  
Friday: 9 am - 12 noon 
 

Website: www.stmatthewwausau.org 
 

YouTube: St. Matthew Wausau 
 

Facebook:  St Matthew Catholic Church 
 

Online Donations to St Matthew Parish:  
www.stmatthewwausau.org/donations  

    

Emailed Bulletins: www.parishesonline.com 
 

Diocese of La Crosse: www.diolc.org 

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
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A Sign of Contradiction 
 

   I was in high school when I truly understood that 
Jesus is really present in the Eucharist. I had 
professed this belief from my youngest years, but 
it wasn’t until high school that I understood the 
depth of love in that tiny little host. I remember 
looking up during adoration and seeing God for 

what felt like the first time in my life. Time seemed to stop, and I looked at 
Him as He looked at me, and in that moment, I knew without a doubt that 
the God of the entire universe knew me and loved me through and 
through. 
   As I reflect back on that moment what always strikes me most is the 
immense humility of God, that being all powerful He would lower Himself 
to this host in order to let my feeble mind understand His presence. As we 
hear in the first reading this weekend, His ways are far above ours. I have 
more in common with an ant than I have with God. Yet the same God 
whose thoughts are “as high as the heavens are above the earth,” is the 
same God who freely chose to take on flesh in order to save me. The utter 
contradiction shatters any notion the human mind could create about what 
God should be. Somehow in this tension of near and far, we meet God.     
I find this so fitting as we navigate our world and its upheaval this year. 
God is speaking directly to our hearts to call on Him in our disrupted plans 
and to seek Him not as some far-off deity, but as the God who is near and 
who is deeply invested in our lives. 
   St Paul echoes this tension when he reflects on the desire to at once be 
both living on this earth in order to serve God more while also desiring to 
be with Him in heaven. This seems like a contradiction to our ears. We 
often approach mortality with trepidation and fear. Illness and disease 
cause us to lose peace as we seek ways to increase our years on earth. 
What we learn from Paul is the reminder that while this life is good, it is not 
our final home. His call to conduct ourselves as “worthy of the gospel” is 
an implicit reminder that we are simply pilgrims here and on our way home 
as citizens of heaven. 
   Jesus teaches us in the gospel what that looks like. Again, he shares a 
contradiction. On a human level, we expect those who work the hardest to 
get the first and best reward. But Jesus flips this concept upside down and 
says rather that, “the last will be first, and the first will be last.” At first 
glance, the parable might seem harsh and unfair. However, right before 
this the landowner says, “are you envious because I am generous?” Our 
God is a generous God, far beyond our human understanding. This line 
reminds me of the Garden of Eden and the temptation of Adam and Eve to 
be like God without God. God always shows His infinite love and 
generosity, yet we often struggle with the temptation to believe He is 
somehow holding out on us. Rather than holding out on us, He is actually 
giving us far more than we have earned. He is giving us His very life. His 
thoughts are far above ours, as is His generous love. Our love knows 
bounds, His does not. 
   The last will be first, which to our ears sounds backwards, but if we truly 
know who God is, we will be able to hear this as love. The gospel is about 
reorienting our hearts back to God and being fully convinced of His 
passionate love for humanity and understanding that we are being called 
to lean into that mission and take part in it. If we truly love like God loves, 
by deeply desiring the good of humanity, then we would desire to always 
be last if it meant that many souls could reach heaven. 
   The contradictions we hear in the readings today then, are only 
contradictions if we think with the mind of the world. If we put on Christ and 
seek Him where He can be found, especially in the Eucharist, our outlook 
even during the darkest times will become a light for those around us.        
     Angie Windnagle 

Prayer 
  

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love Thee! 
I beg pardon for those who do not believe, do not hope  
and do not love Thee.   Amen.      Prayer of Fatima 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Saint Matthew, the first-century tax collector turned apostle who 
chronicled the life and ministry of Christ in his Gospel, is celebrated by 
the Church today, September 21. Although relatively little is known 
about the life of St Matthew, the account he wrote of Christ's ministry 
(traditionally considered to be the first of the four Gospels) is of 
inestimable value to the Church, particularly in its verification of Jesus 
as the Messiah. 
   Eastern Catholics and the Orthodox churches celebrate St Matthew 
on November 16, along with St Fulvianus, a prince who is recorded in 
some traditions as converting from paganism after Matthew's 
martyrdom. 
   The Gospel accounts of Mark and Luke, like Matthew's own, describe 
the encounter between Jesus and Matthew under the surprising 
circumstances of Matthew's tax-collecting duties. Jewish publicans, who 
collected taxes on behalf of the Roman rulers of first-century Judea, 
were objects of scorn and even hatred among their own communities, 
since they worked on behalf of the occupying power and often earned 
their living by collecting more than the state's due. 
   Jesus most likely first encountered Matthew near the house of Peter, 
in Capernaum near the Sea of Galilee. The meeting of the two was 
dramatic, as Matthew's third-person account in his Gospel captured: 
“As Jesus passed on,” the ninth chapter recounts, “He saw a man 
named Matthew sitting at the customs post. He said to him, 'Follow Me'. 
And he got up and followed Him.” 
   Matthew's calling into Jesus' inner circle was a dramatic gesture of 
the Messiah's universal message and mission, causing some religious 
authorities of the Jewish community to wonder: “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus' significant response 
indicated a central purpose of His ministry: “I did not come to call the 
righteous but sinners." 
   A witness to Christ's resurrection after death, as well as His 
ascension into heaven and the events of Pentecost, Matthew also 
recorded Jesus' instruction for the apostles to “go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” 
   Like 11 of the 12 apostles, St Matthew is traditionally thought to have 
died as a martyr while preaching the Gospel. The Roman Martyrology 
describes his death as occurring in a territory near present-day Egypt. 
   Both the saint himself, and his Gospel narrative, have inspired 
important works of religious art, ranging from the ornate illuminated 
pages of the Book of Kells in the ninth century, to the Saint Matthew 
Passion of J.S. Bach. Three famous paintings of Caravaggio, depicting 
St Matthew's calling, inspiration and martyrdom, hang within the 
Contarelli Chapel in Rome's Church of St Louis of the French. 
   Reflecting on St Matthew's calling, from the pursuit of dishonest 
financial gain to the heights of holiness and divine inspiration, Pope 
Benedict said in 2006 that “in the figure of Matthew, the Gospels 
present to us a true and proper paradox: those who seem to be the 
farthest from holiness can even become a model of the acceptance of 
God's mercy and offer a glimpse of its marvelous effects in their own 
lives.”  

Edited & Used with Permission by the Catholic News Agency 
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Celebration of Sacraments 
 

Confession 
 

Saturday: 11:00 am - 12 noon or by Appointment       
 

Baptism 
 

  A Baptism Preparation Class must be attended by 
the parents and the Godparents are encouraged to 
attend. You must register one week before the class 
by calling the Parish Center at 715-842-3148.  

 

Next Baptism Class: Monday, November 9: 6:30 pm-Parish Center Patio Rm 
 

Bautismo 
 

  Para Bautismos los padres y padrinos deben tomar una clase de preparación. 
Generalmente las clases son el primer martes de cada mes a las 6:30 pm en el 
centro parroquial. Para mayor informes y registrarse para la clase llame a Joy 
al 715-842-3148. 

Marriage 
 

 Arrangements must be made 6 months in advance with Fr Bob. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Call Dorothy at 715-432-5519 to make arrangements for: 
 

  Anointing of the Sick - available when you are seriously ill or 
 before a scheduled surgery. 

 

  Visits to the Homebound - visits to your home, assisted living 
 facility, or nursing home. 

 

  Hospital Visits - Let the hospital know when you are admitted that you 
would like to have Fr Bob or Fr Juan Pedro visit you.  

  

In Need of Prayer? - Our prayer group is always ready to pray for you when you 
need extra prayer. Call Bonnie at 715-675-9876.   

 

* You may also call the Parish Center at 715-842-3148 

La Crosse Diocese Televised Mass 
 

Wausau TV channels (Ch):   
Cable & Satellite: Ch 12 at 6:30 am Sunday  
Public Access: Ch 980 at 6 pm Sat, 9 am Sun 
 

La Crosse Diocese Weekday Mass: 
Mass is available any time of day at:  

 

● www.diolc.org/live 
● www.diolc.org/tvmass;  

● YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/dioceseoflacrosse 
● Facebook: www.facebook.com/pg/diolc/videos   

 

EWTN: www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live; EWTN App; YouTube Channel, & 
TV Sunday and daily Masses are at 7 am, 11 am, 6 pm & 11 pm  
 

  Relevant Radio: www.relevantradio.com & on Relevant Radio App 
Live-streamed Sunday and daily Masses: 12 noon Sunday - Saturday. 
Previous Masses available 30 minutes after live broadcast.  

Scrip Gift Cards are Still 
Available to Buy at 

St Matthew Parish Center!!! 
 

Call the Parish Center at  
715-842-3148 

 

or Stop by Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4 pm 
Friday 9 am - 12 noon  

 

   Shop with Scrip Gift Cards in everyday categories including groceries, 
gas, restaurants and more. Over 100 Wausau Area Businesses have 
Scrip Gift Cards available for purchase.  
 

Buy cards for you and your family for everyday purchases and 
don’t forget they make perfect gifts for that hard to buy for person! 
 

   Help support St Matthew Parish without spending extra money by 
using Scrip when you shop. If you buy Scrip directly online, choose St 
Matthew Parish as the beneficiary. 
     

How to Order Scrip Gift Cards 
 
 

1. St Matthew Parish Center: Call 715-842-3148 to order Scrip. To 
get Scrip by Thursday, call in your order by 9 am Monday. No 
transaction fees when you pay St Matthew Parish directly! 

 

2. Newman Catholic Schools Scrip Office - Online Only:  
 Call: 715-849-7713 Email: scrip@newmancatholicschools.com  
 If you pay with a credit card there is a 2.6% fee per transaction, or 
 to order online you will need to set up a PrestoPay account.  

 
Are You Interested in 
the Catholic Faith? 

 

Join Our RCIA Classes  
Starting at the End of September  

and Grow in Understanding and Faith. 
 

   Are you or someone you know 
interested in becoming a member of the 
Catholic Church?  

Would you like to know more about the Catholic Church?  
   We invite you to join our RCIA classes which will be starting at the 
end of September. If you are an adult catholic who has not been 
confirmed and would like to go through the confirmation program to 
be confirmed, please attend the RCIA classes.   

Call 715-842-3148 or talk to Fr Bob to sign up. 

A Journey of Faith 

   A Vaccine without Abortion Cell Lines, an End to Executions, 
Combating Racism, and more. As a Church, we care deeply about 
significant moral and political issues. For statements and action alerts 
addressing issues of particular concern, visit usccb.org/take-action and 
wisconsincatholic.org (scroll down). 

School Supplies for Kenya  
 

   Helping Hands will be sending school supplies to  
9 primary schools in Kenya.  If you would like to donate 
supplies you can drop them off at the parish office. 

 

   School Supplies needed: 
 

- Pencils - Pens - Colored Pencils - Markers   
- Composition Books (black/white covers)  
- Spiral Notebooks - Loose Leaf Paper  
- Copy Paper - Construction Paper - Folders  
- Glue Sticks - Chalk - Chalk Erasers - Backpacks 

 

Any of these items will be very much appreciated! 

PLEASE JOIN US 

 for an hour of 

PEACEFUL PRAYER 
in honor of our area policemen,  

EMT’s, and Firefighters . . .  
 

on Saturday, September 26th at noon  

in the park behind the Wausau City Hall! 

(McClellan St and 4th St) 
 

We will distribute blessed St Michael medals for those who 

desire them, to be used for the spiritual protection of these brave 

men and women who protect us. 
 

(It is important to wear your mask  

and observe social distancing.) 
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Monday, September 21 
 

  Staff Meeting - Parish Center Patio Room: 1:00 pm 
   

Tuesday, September 22 
 

  Bible Study - Church, Angelorum: 10:30 am - 12 noon 
  Bible Study - Church, Angelorum: 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
 Buildings & Grounds Committee Meeting - Cafeteria: 7:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, September 23 
 

 Rural Life Day celebrated in the La Crosse Diocese  
 Peacemakers Quilters - Parish Center Patio Room: 1 pm 
 

Thursday, September 24    

  Men’s Club Meeting - Cafeteria: 7:00 pm 

 

This Week at  
Saint Matthew 

 

(Please bring a mask.) 

Scripture Readings 
 

Monday, September 21 - Saint Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
 

  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19/Mt 9:9-13  
 

Tuesday, September 22  
 

  Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119/Lk 8:19-21  
     

Wednesday, September 23 - Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 
 

  Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119/Lk 9:1-6  
 

Thursday, September 24 
 

  Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90/Lk 9:7-9  
 

Friday, September 25 
 

  Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144/Lk 9:18-22  
   

Saturday, September 26 - Saint Cosmas & Saint Damian, Martyrs 
 

  Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90/Lk 9:43-45  
   

Sunday, September 27 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

  Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25/Phil 2:1-11/Mt 21:28-32   

Would You Like to be Visited While in the Hospital? 
 

   If you would like Father to visit you or a 
family member when admitted to the  hospital, 
please call the Parish Center (715-842-3148) or 
Dorothy (715-432-5519). 
   Also, notify the hospital to put you on the St 

Matthew parishioner list. It is important to notify St Matthew Parish when 
you are in the hospital, as we cannot guarantee the hospital will always 
notify us. Currently, Father is able to visit those in the hospital but 
not in nursing homes.  

 Sharing God’s Blessings 
Thank You for Your Continued Support! 

Minimum Budgeted Amount Needed Weekly……..................................$9,612.00 
 

Sunday Collection…………...…….………….……..…………....………$8,126.81 
 

SCRIP………..………..……..……….……………...……..…………$375.00 
  

Calendar Raffle Winner: September 14 - Mike Schmitz (#1218) 
 

Parish Contributions: Our weekly offertory collection provides the necessary 
funds to meet our financial obligations - staff payroll, insurance payments, utility 
bills, building maintenance, etc. While public Masses are limited at this time, our 
daily work of parish and pastoral ministry will continue on. Please consider 
sending your weekly donations by: 
 

● Mail (St Matthew Parish, 221 S 28th Ave, Wausau, WI 54401) 
● Monthly Electronic Funds Transfer from your bank (to set up, contact 

Barb at: 715-842-3148 or email: barbfinance@stmatthewwausau.org). 
● Bill Pay through your Bank (contact your bank to set up). 
● Online Giving: (via credit card or direct debit) 

● www.stmatthewwausau.org/donations (one-time donations) 
● www.stmatthewwausau.org/payments (recurring donations available) 

 

Monday 
 
 

Tuesday 
 
 
 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

 

Sunday 

8:00 am - 
 
 

8:00 am - 
 
 
 

8:00 am - 

8:00 am -  

8:00 am - 

8:00 am - 

4:30 pm - 

8:00 am - 

10:00 am - 

12 noon - 

†Robert & †Julie Bourguignon and 
   †Deceased Schauer & Bourguignon Families 
 

In Thanksgiving for the many years with 

   St Matthew’s and Blessings for a  

 healthy, happy retirement! 
 

†Marlene Ptaszynski  

†Jose Vargas  

†Marge Rosnostick  

†Ron Hinker  

†John Bauer  

†Don Southworth  

†Raymond and †Josephine (Gajewski) Myszka  

Priest's Intention  

 

Mass Intentions 
 

September 21 - 27, 2020 Pray for Us 

Parish Staff   (715-842-3148) 
Pastor: Rev Robert C Thorn - frbob@stmatthewwausau.org 
Assoc Pastor: Rev Juan Pedro Roblez Baltazar- frjuan@stmatthewwausau.org 
Deacon: Rev Mr Tom Tierney 
Pastoral Care: Dorothy Giallombardo - dorothy@stmatthewwausau.org 
Secretary: Ann Graveen - anngn@stmatthewwausau.org 
Finance Secretary: Barb Splinter - barbfinance@stmatthewwausau.org  
Plant Manager: Jason Seliger 
DRE & Hispanic RE: Joy Orozco  - joydre@stmatthewwausau.org 
Bulletin Editor: Rosemary Beever - rosemarybulletin@stmatthewwausau.org 
  Bulletin Deadline - 3 pm Monday 

Lectors 

Saturday 
September 26 

4:30 pm 

Sunday 
September 27 

8:00 am 

Sunday 
September 27 

10:00 am 

Weekend - Liturgical Ministers 

Micheline Beattie Jim Low Joel Hynes 

Musicians 

Lynn Meyer  
Anne Paul 

Marie Stubbe 
Annette Southworth 

Joel Stubbe 
Nancy Losinski 

 

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY RALLY 
 

   Come! Multiply the power of your prayer for our 
country and families by praying the Rosary 
publicly on the 400 Block in downtown Wausau 
on Saturday, October 10 at 12:00 Noon. 
   

   Our Blessed Mother asked for prayer and 
sacrifice at Fatima. Sacrifice some of your time on 

Saturday to join your prayers with other Catholics from 10 
area parishes. Over 20,000 rallies are being planned 
all across the nation at the same time.  Bring a lawn 
chair if you like! 
 Any questions, call Margaret at 715-359-7073. 
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St Matthew Parish  
Fund Raiser 

 

    TACO TUESDAY 
    September 29th 
 Pick up 5-6:30 pm 

Outside South Church Entrance 
 

Plate includes:  
 3 flour tortilla tacos, beans, rice,  

sour cream, shredded lettuce, cheese, 
chips and salsa 

 

COST: Free-Will Donation (Menu Price $12.95) 
 

  To Order Call: 715-845-3546 or 715-355-2179 
 

or Email: pmcdonald728@hotmail.com 
 

Information Needed: 
Your Name, Phone #, Number of Plates, 

Chicken or Beef 

 

We’re Hiring at St Matthew Parish 
 

We have 2 positions available: 
 

1. Parish Secretary (~15 hours/week) 

2. Parish Finance Secretary/Bookkeeper 

 (30-35 hours/week) 
 

   If you are interested in either one of these positions and would like a 
detailed job description, please contact Fr Bob at 715-842-3148 or 
email him at: rcthorn@imap.cc   
 

   Please send your resume with a cover letter and references to: 
    Rev. Robert Thorn 

 St. Matthew Parish 
 229 South 28th Ave. 
 Wausau, WI  54401 

On behalf of Fr. Bob and Fr. Juan Pedro, I would 

like to thank the following who have generously 

stepped up to share their time, gifts, talents and 

love for Jesus and His Church by being catechists. 

 

Maddie M. ~ Kindergarten 

Kayla M. ~ Kindergarten 

Janet N. ~ 1
st
 Grade 

Brenda K. ~ 2
nd

. Grade 

Shannon C. ~ 3
rd
. Grade 

Kim D. ~ 4
th
 Grade 

Janie G. ~ 5
th
 Grade 

Joan K. ~ 6
th
 Grade 

Melanie B. ~ 7
th
 Grade 

Aaron B. ~ 8
th
 Grade 

Amy B. ~ 8
th
 Grade 

Grace B. ~ Catechist’s support 

Corina R. ~ 9
th
 Grade 

Jeannie H. ~ CLOW 

Debbie K. ~ CLOW 

Melissa W. ~ CLOW 

Kelly Z. ~ CLOW 

Ruth O. ~ Catechesis of the  

   Good Shepherd 

 

Catechesis is a distinct and special ministry in the 

Church. This ministry of teaching in the name of 

the Church has a profound dignity, which is why 

catechists are formally commissioned by the 

Church. It is only fitting that we set aside a day to 

highlight this ministry . 

 

Please join me in thanking them and entrusting 

them to the special care of Our Blessed Mother 

and to the guidance of Jesus the Teacher! 
 

Joy 

  

We welcome into the Catholic Faith: 
 

Baptized Saturday, September 12, 2020  
 

Alberto Valez 
 

Son of Baldemar and Maria 
  

Congratulations!  
May Jesus be your dearest companion!  

Sacrament of Baptism 
 

“I baptize you in the name  
of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.” 
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