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THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT 
During late summer and early fall we conducted a survey of our congregation with the 
intent of hearing how we, as a congregation, were meeting our people’s needs during 
the COVID crisis and also to provide an avenue for our people to express their opin-
ions on a number of open ended topics.  The response was overwhelming.  Over 500 
people provided input through the survey.  As a result we found some very encourag-
ing information.  The vast majority of people indicated that First Immanuel Lutheran 
Ministries is effective in reaching up to God in worship, reaching in to each other in 
care, and reaching out to the world with the Good News of Jesus.  95% of respondents 
indicated they would recommend FIL worship to a friend.  88% said FIL provides 
good spiritual growth opportunities outside of worship.  More than 75% having partic-
ipated in and/or financially supported FIL mission work.   
 
Based on comments received through our survey, we have included the following in 
our ministry: 

· We have increased our worship to a fuller liturgy, allowing more congregation 
participation while remaining attentive to health and safety. 

· We enhanced our online live worship platforms. 
· We added online Bible studies and spiritual growth opportunities. 
· We created a “Safer At Church” worship service geared to those over the age of 

65 and those with compromised health. 
 

What we intend to offer in the coming weeks and months are the following: 
· Studies on social issues, and how our faith and witness can and should be en-

gaged. 
· With the “Cry Room” closed because of its small size, we will be providing the 

Fellowship Hall as a place for parents to take their children during the 10:35 
worship. 

· We will create themed REACHGroups that will gather for 4-6 weeks of study. 
 

Over the past couple of years, the board and I have discussed the addition of another 
satellite site.  Each time we had something ready to engage, something else got in the 
way.  Since we enhanced our online presence during the COVID situation, many peo-
ple have connected with our ministry.  It is my belief that the Lord might be calling us 
to providing a “virtual satellite site” that would come under the umbrella of First Im-
manuel Lutheran Ministries, in the same way as River of Life.  Our entire staff would 
be involved in this satellite, with the desire to reach more people with the grace of Je-
sus and bring them into a relationship with His Church.  You will hear more about this 
in future weeks. 
 

Thank you for your prayerful support of our ministry and our mission.  May God bless 
you with joy and peace! 
Your servant-leader, 
Pastor Raasch 
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Sermon Series 

Christmas comes with “all the feels.” The sights, the smells, the sounds: the holiday season invites us 
into a time of celebration and joy. The lights warm our houses and ornaments decorate our trees, every 
hook holding memories and hope for new ones to be made.  
 
Unfortunately, positive emotions aren’t the only ones that show up for Christmas dinner. Christmas is 
the perfect season for all those negative emotions, too. Whether it’s the reminder of a broken relation-
ship, a tough financial situation, or a lost loved one, Christmas brings out everything. 
 
This Christmas, we’re inviting you to deck the halls with all your feelings (fa-la-la-la-la la-la-la-la!). 
Feelings are neither good nor bad in their essence; it’s what we do with them that matters. We’re hold-
ing nothing back as we process all the feelings of that first Christmas: from the shepherds to the angels, 
from Mary to Joseph, from King Herod to the true King who has come- Jesus.  
 
This sermon series is certain to help you by putting your emotions into a biblical context. No matter 
how you’re feeling this Christmas, join us as we worship the Prince of Peace! 

 
     *New Sermons on Sundays and Wednesdays* 
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Are you ready for the FIRST Christmas online?  
 
FIL Ministries invites you to a brand-new worship service, designed for worship in 
homes, fields, or stables- wherever you might be celebrating your first Christmas online. 

The home is an important place in our faith. It’s an important place during the Christmas season. And 
with the uncertainty left in the quake of a worldwide pandemic, our homes are places where we can 
feel confident and secure.  
 

That’s why we are pioneering a service 
geared toward worship in your home. We 
are calling this effort FIRST, inspired by the 
Scripture, “We love because God first loved 
us” (1 John 4:19). FIRST is a ministry of 
FIL Ministries, aimed at reaching people 
where they are, in order to connect them 
to Jesus and one another.  
 
Christmas Eve will be our FIRST time bring-
ing this experience to our community! We 
are excited to be able to provide this oppor-
tunity for our members and create a chance 
to witness to our community in new ways.  

 
 

WATCH LIVE on 12/24 at 4:19pm,  
or watch anytime after that,  

at firstmin.church!  
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First Immanuel Lutheran Ministries—262-377-6610  December 2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

~UPDATED Communion Schedule~
 

First Immanuel (FIL): On 1st and 3rd Sunday, Communion is at 5:00pm, 7:30am, 9:00am and 10:35am 
 

River of Life (ROL): On 1st and 3rd Sunday, Communion is at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 10:45am 

  1 
3:00pm  
Serve a Meal—
MRM 
 

 
Poinsettia 
orders due 
tomorrow! 

(December 2) 

2 9:00am   
Adult Bible Study 
(FIL) 
10:30am  
Safer at Church 
Service (FIL) 
11:30am & 6:30pm 
Advent 
Traditional 
Worship (FIL) 
5:30pm  
Faith Education 

3 
 
 
 

4 
6:00am 
Breakfast 
Bible Class 
(FIL) 
12:05pm   
Bible Study 
Live (online) 
6:00-9:00pm   
Illuminate 
Ozaukee 
(Zeunert Park) 

5                
7:30am 
Men's Bible Study 
(FIL) 
5:00pm  
Traditional 
Worship Service 
(FIL) 
6:00-9:00pm   
Illuminate 
Ozaukee (Zeunert 
Park) 

6  7:30am  Traditional Worship  (FIL) 
8:00am Traditional Worship (ROL) 
8:45am  Adult Bible Class  (FIL)  
9:00am  Traditional Worship (FIL)  
9:30am Café  Contemporary Worship 
(ROL) 
10:35am  Contemporary Worship (FIL)  
10:45am Café  Contemporary Worship 
(ROL) 
6:00pm  Saukville Christmas Tree 
Lighting at Veterans Park 

7 
10:00am & 
7:00pm   
Stephen 
Ministry 
6:00pm   
Divorce Care 
(ROL) 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

8 
9:00am  
Ladies Bible 
Study (ROL) 
3:00pm  
Serve a Meal—
MRM 
 

9 9:00am   
Adult Bible Study 
(FIL) 
10:30am  Safer at 
Church Service 
(FIL) 
11:30am & 6:30pm 
Advent 
Traditional 
Worship (FIL) 
5:30pm Faith 
Education 

10 
10:00am 
Mom to Mom 
(online—Zoom) 

11 
12:05pm   
Bible Study 
Live (online) 
6:00-9:00pm   
Illuminate 
Ozaukee 
(Zeunert Park) 

12 
5:00pm  
Traditional 
Worship Service 
(FIL) 
6:00-9:00pm   
Illuminate 
Ozaukee (Zeunert 
Park) 

 
7:30am  Traditional Worship  (FIL) 
8:00am Traditional Worship (ROL) 
8:45am  Adult Bible Class  (FIL)  
9:00am  Traditional Worship (FIL)  
9:30am Café  Contemporary Worship 
(ROL) 
10:35am  Contemporary Worship (FIL)  
10:45am Café  Contemporary Worship 
(ROL) 
 

 
 

 
 

3:00pm  
Serve a Meal—
MRM 
7:00pm  
Board of Lay 
Leaders 
Meeting (FIL) 

9:00am   
Adult Bible Study 
(FIL) 
10:30am  
Safer at Church 
Service (FIL) 
11:30am & 6:30pm 
Advent 
Traditional 
Worship (FIL) 
5:30pm  
Faith Education 

 
 

 
12:05pm   
Bible Study 
Live (online) 
6:00-9:00pm   
Illuminate 
Ozaukee 
(Zeunert Park) 
 

 
 
 

7:30am 
Men's Bible Study 
(FIL) 
5:00pm  
Traditional 
Worship Service 
(FIL) 
6:00-9:00pm   
Illuminate 
Ozaukee (Zeunert 
Park) 

7:30am  Traditional Worship  (FIL) 
8:00am Traditional Worship (ROL) 
8:45am  Adult Bible Class  (FIL)  
9:00am  Traditional Worship (FIL)  
9:30am Café  Contemporary Worship 
(ROL) 
10:35am  Contemporary Worship (FIL)  
10:45am Café  Contemporary Worship 
(ROL) 

7:00pm   
Stephen 
Ministry 

9:00am  
Ladies Bible 
Study (ROL) 
3:00pm  
Serve a Meal—
MRM 
 

11:30am                       
Christmas Eve        
Safer at Church 
Service (FIL) 
1:30pm                 
Christmas Eve        
Traditional  
Service (FIL) 
6:30pm                 
Christmas Eve        
Traditional  
Service (FIL) 

12:00pm                     
Christmas Eve        
Contemporary 
Worship (FIL) 
1:30pm Christmas Eve 
Traditional Worship 
(FIL & ROL) 
3:00pm Christmas Eve 
Worship  BOTH FIL 
(Trad) & ROL (Cont) 
4:30pm Christmas Eve 
Worship  BOTH FIL 
(Trad) & ROL (Cont)
11:00pm Christmas Eve 
Traditional Worship 
(FIL)  

9:00am 
Christmas Day 
Traditional 
Worship w/ 
communion 
(FIL & ROL) 
10:30am 
Christmas Day 
Traditional 
Worship w/ 
communion 
(FIL) 

OFFICE 
CLOSED  

5:00pm  
Traditional 
Worship Service 
(FIL) 
6:00-9:00pm   
Illuminate 
Ozaukee (Zeunert 
Park) 

7:30am  Traditional Worship  (FIL) 
8:00am Traditional Worship (ROL) 
8:45am  Adult Bible Class  (FIL)  
9:00am  Traditional Worship (FIL)  
9:30am Café  Contemporary Worship 
(ROL) 
10:35am  Contemporary Worship (FIL)  
10:45am Contemporary Worship (ROL) 

 5:00pm 
New Year’s Eve 
Traditional Worship 
w/ communion (FIL) 
 
OFFICE CLOSED AT 

NOON 

  

 
Join us for FIRST on 

Christmas Eve. 
WATCH LIVE on 12/24 
at 4:19pm, or watch    
anytime after that, at                      

firstmin.church!  

ee
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CHRISTMAS  
POINSETTIAS 

 
Orders for poinsettias for the church 

altar at both First Immanuel &        
River of  Life are due by                
Wednesday, Dec 2nd. 

 
 

Pick up a paper order form at church or 
place your order online here:  

tinyurl.com/FILChristmasFlowers2020 
 

 

Poinsettias are available in either  
Red or White. 

 
Singles are $11 and Doubles are $20.    



Stephen Ministry—  
Feeling the Loss at Christmas 

 
The Christmas season can be a time of painful remembrances and emptiness for those 
of us who have suffered a loss or are going through a difficult situation.  In the dark-
ness we struggle with challenging and often confusing feelings while those around us 

are celebrating.  We would like to join in, but we just can’t.  We are not sure we will ever feel like cele-
brating again.   
 
As Christians we may feel guilty about these feelings, especially during the celebration of the birth of 
our Savior, dragging us deeper into despair.  But these are true human emotions, and necessary in ena-
bling us to cope with the various situations of life. God understands our pain and our suffering.  He is 
ready to wrap his loving arms around us and to comfort us.  We just need to turn to Him and embrace 
all of the love that He feels for us.  However, given our current emotional state, we might not be sure 
how to begin that process. 
 
One possible starting point is obtaining a Stephen Minister and meeting with them on a regular basis.  
Stephen Ministers are trained to walk with you through your trials and sufferings, listening to you as 
you sort through the jumble of emotions without judging you, and encouraging your spiritual growth 
through prayer and devotions.  
 
We do not often feel blessed when we are going through a difficult situation, but God is always with us.  
He provides caring Christian fellowship, like a Stephen Minister, when we require support.  After a time 
we will begin to feel God’s presence and love again.  We will see the faint light of hope in the distance.  
Moving towards hope, the Holy Spirit takes us by the hand so that the Lord’s loving presence begins to 
heal our wounds and our soul. 

 
As the Christmas season approaches, let us remember that 
hope was born at Christmas.  His name is Jesus.  Everyone 
with the Stephen Ministry program prays that you and your 
family will have a blessed and happy Christmas season. 
 
If you or someone you know needs someone to be there to lis-
ten to them as they go through a difficult time, please consider 
contacting Pastor Reichmann at 377-6610 to explore the pos-
sibility of having a Stephen Minister.  All referrals and discus-
sions with a Stephen Minister are kept in the strictest confi-
dence.  A Stephen Minister will be there to listen as long as 
they are needed; throughout the entire journey. 

 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ  
(Galatians 6:2, NRSV) 
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Senior Choir will not be starting rehearsals this month due 
to the continued risk of the virus.  We look forward to a time 
when we can safely and responsibly return to singing praises 
to our Lord.  

Senior Choir Update 



The Immortal Nicholas 
Author: Glenn Beck 
Reviewed by Audrey A. Stockey   

Book 
Review 

This is not the usual Santa Claus story.   Rather 
it is a fictional account of a lost soul seeking 
hope, fulfillment, and purpose in life.  When we 
first meet Agios (Ah-Gee-os), he is an embittered 
man without hope and feeling responsible for 
the death of his beloved son.  His wife has died 
as well as a stillborn child.  A poisonous snake 
bite accident happened when he was teaching 
his son how to harvest frankincense from moun-
tainside trees.  Agios originally brought the 
snakes to protect the trees.  With his son’s death, 
Agios decides anyone he love is destroyed.  Tak-
ing the precious frankincense, he begins wander-
ing and finds himself with a caravan. 
 
Here he meets King Casper who is on his way to 
meet Melchior and Balthasar.  Casper needs the 
frankincense and he asks Agios to protect him 
and the other kings as they follow the bright star 
in the sky.  In exchange, Agios asks for a de-
formed, abused slave named Krampus and gives 
him his freedom.  Agios and Krampus learn the 
star will lead the three kings to the promised 
Savior who is the King of Kings.  Casper has also 
given Agios tools to be able to carve little wood-
en figures on their journey which he gives away 
to children along their route.   
 
Their journey finally leads to Jesus in the stable.  
They, along with Krampus, are in awe of Jesus, 
but Agios only sees a baby.  When the three 
kings and Joseph have the same dream that they 
must leave for Egypt with the baby, Agios feels 
left out because he didn’t have the vision.  Cas-
per asks Agios and Krampus to protect the baby 
from a distance and they agree.  On this journey, 
Krampus is attacked by three boys and becomes 
so pale and stricken that Agios thinks he may 
die.  He tries to pray like he heard the kings do-
ing.  Krampus does recover and Agios gives him 
a carving of the baby resembling Jesus which he 
values for the rest of his life because he believes. 
Three years later Melchior sends a messenger 
asking them to follow from a distance to protect 
the little family on their return trip to Nazareth.  
When they reach it, Agios and Krampus decide 
to stay on the outskirts and raise sheep.  Years 
pass as they live this life while Agios continues to 
carve little animals and figures, giving them 
away to children.  Then one day while they are 
nearing the well to get water, they see Jesus and 
a woman at the well.  From a distance Agios 
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hears the words 
“Living water” and 
his soul aches for 
that water.  As a 
result, they sell 
their animals and 
decide to follow 
Jesus and the 
crowds, but always 
at a distance. 
 
During the jour-
ney, Agios wants 
to be able to get 
close enough to 
Jesus so Krampus 
can be healed, but 
they never do.  
Krampus believes 
like a child, but Agios never feels the same way 
even though he wants his spirit healed and he 
wants to serve Jesus like he has seen others do.  
They even witness Jesus’s trials and death.  Dis-
heartened after both Jesus’ death and that of 
Krampus, Agios once more wanders but always 
carving his figures.  Centuries later, he finally set-
tles in the hills where he meets a young shepherd 
named Nicholas and they become friends. 
 
Nicholas is studying to be a priest and from him 
Agios learns Jesus didn’t die, but rose and ful-
filled his mission on earth, keeping His promise 
of eternal life for believers.   After reading the re-
ligious scrolls Nicholas’ father left him, he says to 
Agios, “Belief means we are sure of what we hope 
for and certain of what we do not see.”  In his life-
time, Nicholas helps Agios to understand eternal 
life is a gift from Jesus and that Agios doesn’t 
have to do anything.  He is forgiven.   
 
How long did their relationship continue?  How 
long did Agios live and what magic surrounded 
his life?   How did he bring hope and joy to the 
world?  This 326-page book is very well written, 
staying with the Biblical account of Jesus’ life and 
death, but adding the magic of a Santa who 
brings hope and joy, reminding the world of the 
great gift God gave us.  It is a story to be enjoyed 
by both children and adults with many adven-
tures between Biblical events. 
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LWML 
Included in this article is a showing of 
where the Lutheran Women in Missions' 
mites go. We members continue to send in 
"mites" to our District and to the National 
level. This copy is of the National level. 
The mission Grants are decided and voted 
on at District and National Conventions 
which are held alternate years. At the 
'home' level our FIL society gathers and 
then donates money for local mission op-
portunities such as FIL's Mission of the 
Month, local food pantries, supporting a 
Seminary student, S.O.S., Lumin, and so 
on. A list can be seen by contacting our 
treasurer. 
 

To our members, we will continue to stay 
safe by not meeting as a group for now 
and reconsider in a month or two. Since 
we cannot meet or deliver our Cheer bags 
this year the board will be sending out  a 
greeting to those members of FIL  who 
would normally have received one. Con-
tinue to send in your mites and to share 
your love with others. Have a blessed 
Christmas as we celebrate the true reason 
for Christmas. 

Ladies Aid 
As we approach this blessed remem-
brance of our Savior's birth and the 
earthly Holiday season let us always re-
member the gifts the Lord has given to 
us and the joy we have in knowing that 
He is always with us and guiding us 
through the troubled times of our lives. 
Our gatherings have pretty much been 
eliminated but we share in Spirit with 
our Christian friends, God's love.  
 
As a group the Ladies Aid will not be 
meeting again until the spring of 2021. 
We pray that by then we will have re-
mained healthy and safe in God's care. 
To all have a blessed Christmas and 
share your love with all who you meet. 



REFLECTIONS ON A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY FROM LOIS GIORDANO 
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As I reflect on the chaos of this year, one of the most heartrending and tragic outcomes has been the recent dis-
cord and even outright division and anger within our families and close circles of friends. What has happened 
that we cannot even speak civilly and respect each other’s differences? 
 
Satan has happened. He has attacked us and stolen peace from  our  hearts and our  hom es, from  
our friendships, and tragically from our relationships with our most-loved family members. Fear has been run-
ning rampant. Priscilla Shirer describes this attack on our peace: 
 

Of all the things the enemy seeks to steal, kill, and destroy in your life, peace is almost always at or near the 
top of his list. He intentionally stirs up discord, division, disruption, and disturbance, both within you and 
around you. He is the lord of chaos and confusion, using every opportunity to upset your sense of well being 
and stability. He wants you uneasy, unbalanced, filled with anxiety, worry, and turmoil. Lacking peace. 
 
But there’s more to it than that—because perhaps like no other attack he knows that by nibbling away at 
your peace, he and his demonic entourage can cause his brand of tension to fan out in all directions, spread-
ing out to your relationships, corroding them with disagreement and frustration. 
 
Mark it down: whenever you feel an overriding sense of unrest inside or overwhelming distress in your re-
lationships, the enemy is somewhere in the middle, stirring it up. Anywhere peace is lacking, you can be 
sure he’s at work. (Shirer, 2019) 
 

Having recognized the symptoms of Satan’s attacks upon our relationships, what do we do next? What can we do 
to restore peace and harmony? 
 
§ Pray without ceasing. Only God can provide peace and harmony. 
§ Repent. Confess our own failings—stubbornness, pride, irritability, anger… 
§ Embrace relationships as being more important than personal opinions. 
§ Communicate calmly and with a soft voice of Godly wisdom and grace. The tongue of the wise brings healing. 

Proverbs 12:18  
§ Avoid contentious subjects 

à As tempting as it is to continue to try to convince someone else, we have to realize that we are not going to 
change them or their minds. Nor are they likely to change ours. 

à Those close to us know what we believe and the values we hold. Arguing destroys the relationship, but it 
doesn’t change opinions, especially when they are held deeply. 

à If someone brings up a prickly issue, state clearly, “We will have to agree to disagree on that subject, be-
cause I choose not to discuss it anymore.” Repeat as needed. 

§ Pray to be filled with the mind of Christ. God’s love and mercy can overcome disharmony.  
§ Choose to be a winsome witness, with sweet words of love and grace in our hearts and on our lips. Let our 

loved ones be drawn back to the peace and harmony they see in us and in our actions. 
 
Paul gives guidance:  Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive.  And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmo-
ny. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. 
And be thankful. Colossians 3:12-15  
 
To God be the glory! 
Shirer, P. (2019). The Armor of God. Nashville, TN: LifeWay Press. 
With acknowledgment to Karen Lippert and the members of our Zoom Bible study for insights. 

MOVING FORWARD IN PEACE AND HARMONY 
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Invest in the Future 

What is the “Invest in the Future” Program? 
In an effort to be better stewards, First Immanuel Lutheran Ministries is offering its members and 
friends the opportunity to invest in an internal loan program. This loan program will give members 
and friends of our congregation a new avenue to invest their money at a healthy rate of interest. As a 
result First Immanuel Lutheran Ministries will decrease its operating cost by a considerable amount. 
 

How does this work? 
The money you invest remains your money. This program does not ask for contributions or donations. 
Rather, you will be giving our congregation a loan. In return the congregation will pay you 2.25% on 
your invested money. You will receive your interest check semi-annually. 
 

How long will my money be tied up? 
You make that decision. You invest your money, receive 2.25% annually and redeem your promissory 
note whenever you want. All we ask is that you give the congregation ten (10) working days notice to 
complete the paperwork and process your check. 
 

Who is eligible? 
Members and friends of First Immanuel Lutheran Ministries who are at least 18 years of age are eligi-
ble to participate in the loan program. 
 

What is the minimum investment allowed? 
You can obtain a promissory note with an investment of at least $1,000 and any increment of $100 
above the $1,000. 
 
How can I get involved? 
Simply contact the church office for a promissory note application form or go to www.filministries.org/
promissory-note/ to download and print the application. Complete the entire document and return it 
with your check made out to First Immanuel Lutheran Ministries. In the memo section of your check, 
please include the words “Invest in the Future.”  If you are printing the application at home, please re-
member to fill out the application and the W9 form.  To make appointment, please call the office at 
262-377-6610. 

 



Do you want your children asking life’s big 
questions to their friends, Siri, or Google?  I 
hope not!  We want them to ask us about the 
hard questions of life.  Influence is important, 
and as parents if we want our children to grow 
in our Christian faith and values, we can be 
proactive in creating an environment in the 
home where our children can ask questions… 
even the hard ones.    

As we continue through the 40 Developmen-
tal Assets that are the building blocks for a 
healthy spiritual, emotional, personal growth 
for our kids today we talk about: 

· Asset #2:  Positive Family Communication:  Children and parents communicate positive-
ly, and children are willing to seek advice and counsel from parents. 

 
· Statistics demonstrate that children who have a larger number of these 40 assets lead more car-
ing, responsible and healthy lives. 

Do your children feel like they can talk to you about almost anything? Communication within a family 
setting can be challenging. It is important for a child to know that home is a safe place. Home is the 
place where children and parents speak honestly to one another.  How we communicate with our chil-
dren matters! 

Practical and Biblical Tips for Better Communication: 

1.    Listen, Listen, Listen.  James 1:19 “...let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger…” 
 
2.    Body Language:  Let them know you are listening by your posture and eye contact 

 
3.  Set aside distractions.  Put down the phone, turn off the TV, stop doing what you're doing 
and actually listen. (Luke 10:38-42)  Martha was busy bustling around the house, Mary sat at Jesus' 
feet listening.  Your children’s long term faith in Christ is so much more important than our earthly 
distractions! 

 
4.  Use brief statements and avoid lecturing.  Proverbs 10:19   “When words are many, 
transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is prudent.” 

None of us communicate perfectly, or have created the perfect balance of open dialog and necessary pa-
rental authority, however we can always strive to be better.  We don’t look backward, we look forward 
knowing our past failures have been repented and forgiven! 

When it comes to our values and Christian faith, we can help our children understand how God would 
want them to respond to life’s big questions.  As parents we continue to learn God’s truths and Biblical 
principle so we can not only equip our children with excellent developmental assets, but also the Bibli-
cal truth that leads to eternal life because of Jesus. 

Asking the Big Questions at Home 
Written by: Pastor Tim Seban 
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REACHING Deeper 
FIL Ministries is your go-to source for 
Christian growth. We have sermon videos, 
podcasts, Bible studies, and more availa-
ble to you online. We have printed devo-
tions, Portals of Prayer, and children’s re-
sources. And we have just begun putting 
out a brand new resource to equip you. 
 
Reaching Deeper is a serm on-based 
Bible study geared for individual or group 
use. Good for Bible study or personal re-
flection, Reaching Deeper will help you 
explore the themes from our sermon se-
ries in more depth. They also prove to be 
excellent questions for Reach groups or 
families to discuss together.  
 
These will be available in the sanctuary, 
through e-mail, and soon to be online. See 
below for a sample of our November 
Reaching Deeper. 

 Page  14  Reaching You - First Immanuel Lutheran Church Newsletter  



Each year for the past several, First Immanuel Ministries has chosen a ministry or ministries outside 
our walls to support with our Mission of the Month offerings for December. We call this our annual 
Christmas Appeal. Members and friends have been encouraged to increase their mission giving during 
December to reflect what may be spent on family Christmas gifts, considering giving an equal amount 
to the Mission of the Month. This allows us to increase the impact of our Mission of the Month offer-
ing to that chosen organization. 
 
Over the years, we have been blessed to be a blessing to many missions and ministries: The Milwau-
kee Rescue Mission, Living Word Lutheran High School, LINC Milwaukee, A Place of Refuge, Peter 
Kelm Memorial Lutheran School in Ghana, and many more excellent mission and charitable organiza-
tions. Each of these unique ministries goes about their work among the hurting, the lost and the 
needy perhaps with a different approach, but with the same ultimate goal; to reach out in Jesus’ name 
so that more people come to know Him as their Lord and Savior.  
 
This year’s Christmas Appeal is most likely unknown to most of you. It is based in South Carolina and 
serves the people of a medium sized community in that state. Yet, we share common goals.  
 
The Dream Center w as organized in 2012 w ith the purpose of offer ing em ergency assis-
tance to those in crisis, but the primary focus is to encourage, educate, and empower people with a 
HAND UP instead of a HAND OUT. The Dream Center exists to encourage, educate and empower 
people in need through the love of Jesus Christ. This informa tion w a s ta ken from their  
website, www.dreamcenterpc.org. Go there to find out about their mission and ministry in greater  
detail.  
 
One of The Dream Center’s key ministries is The Opportunity Village. This is literally a village built of 
twenty-three tiny houses and ten transitional houses for women with children to live in for up to one 
year so that they can have a safe place to live while they work to rebuild their lives. Tours of this vil-
lage are given each month to those interested in replicating The Opportunity Village in their commu-
nity.  
 
 So, why are we choosing this organization as our 2020 Christmas Appeal? There are so many Chris-
tian organizations in our world that are doing great work in Jesus’ name, and the challenge of choos-
ing one is no small task!  
 
The Dream Center happens to be a Hope Award winning mission organization as determined by 
World Magazine, a  biw eekly Christian new s m agazine that has been recognizing            
organizations that display “effective compassion” since 2005. The organizations chosen for this award 
are located all over the country and world and show not only effective ministry, but also display strong 
leadership, excellent stewardship of gifts received, and a main focus on the spiritual well-being of 
those they serve.  
 
Please pray about your involvement in this year’s Christmas Appeal and consider a financial gift to 
benefit this award winning ministry.  

2020 CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
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This year, we went virtual for our second Better 
Men Conference. Thank you to all who participated 
live! While dealing with the challenges of a Covid-
19 landscape, FIL made the most of it by hosting 
our conference online. We had over 20 people tune 
in live, and the conference is still available for any-
one who is interested. 
 
With thoughtful presenters and engaging discus-
sion, BMC was just as much of a blessing this year 
as it was last year. We look forward to continuing to 
provide helpful content to the men of our congrega-
tion and community throughout the year- and we’re 
already planning for BMC 2021! 
 
To watch the conference or any of the breakout 
sessions, visit https://vimeo.com/476956608 or 
simply go to firstmin.church/bettermen2020.  

BETTER MEN 2020: Making a Change RECAP 

Pastor Raasch and Dennis Weeden discussing 
making a change.  

Rev. Dr. Dan Paavola shares the power 
of giving up the past and the perfect as 

we focus on Jesus. 

Pastor Tim Seban encouraged people 
to be set free from guilt and shame.  

Rev. Dr. Tom Feiertag helped others           
understand the power of listening and        

sensitivity as we live in relationship with     
others.  
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BEYER’S

HARDWARE
 

Hardware - Paint - Plumbing

Garden Supplies - Rentals 

377-1313 • W61 N278 
Washington Ave.

CLIFF BERGIN 
& ASSOCIATES, INC.

6300 W. Donges Bay RD. 
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-2456
Plumbing, Well Pumps  
& Water Conditioning 

Heating, Air Conditioning  
& Indoor Air Quality 
Service and Sales 

www.cbergin.com

Third Generation 

 Jewelers

 

Downtown Port Washington 
216 North Franklin Street

(262) 
284-4001

Ye Olde Pharmacy 
and Wellness Center

 John R. Jankowski, R.Ph., Owner

    Traditional & Compounding 
 Pharmacy for people & pets 

Medical Equipment 
We accept most  

prescription insurances

375-0010 
N54 W6135 Mill St., Cedarburg

Visit us on the web at www.yeolderx.com

Free Delivery

 

Internal Medicine/Surgery/Oncology 

Dr. Bruce Hoppe  
www.parkpethospital.com 

7378 N.Teutonia, Milwaukee 
414-352-1470

FLOOR COVERING, INC.

Quality Carpeting • Ceramic & Hardwood 
Luxury Vinyl Tile  

Home Office Institutions

 7676 Hwy 60    377-6444

 
JEWELERS

Since 1884

  Downtown Cedarbrug

262-377-0480

ArmbrusterJewelers.com

Shipping & Packaging 
Services 

Digital Copy Service - B/W & Color 
Mailbox Services

Schmit’s Pavilion-across from The Home Depot 
1369 Port Washington Road, Grafton, WI 53024 
262.375.9900 • www.theupsstorelocal.com/5908

Locally owned & operated 
M-F: 8-6:30, Sat 9-3

Mueller
HEATING • COOLING

 
262-284-9336 

1863 Highway 33 

Saukville

BOEHLKE HARDWARE 
PLUMBING

Repairs - Remodeling 
& Installations Complete

 • Well Pumps  • Disposals 
 • Sump Pumps  • Water Heaters

Since 1927
www.boehlkeplumbing.com 

262-242-3050 
MP#226443

10712 W. Freistadt Road 

120N Mequon

 

senior living, the way it was meant to be
815 Washington St., Grafton, WI 53024

262-377-9900 
 www.theprovidenceplace.org

email: info@theprovidenceplace.org

Jennifer Gall, Administrator



Lueders Lawn Seeding 
& Trucking, Inc.

The Grass Is always Greener 
On Our sIde!

Please Call For 
Snow Plowing Quotes

262-377-3951 
Cedarburg, WI 53012
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• Boarding • Grooming • Doggie Day Care

 

“YOUR PET’S UP NORTH VACATION”

W4702 Hwy A, Fredonia, WI 
262-692-9797 

info@autumglo.com 
www.autumglo.com

Sales • Service • Parts • LP Gas

(262) 241-4120
11333 N. Port Washington Rd.

 
• Family Owned & Operated  
   for 3 generations since 1927
• On-site Crematory
• Video Tributes
• Serving Southeastern 
   Wisconsin and beyond
• Pre-Arrangements/Funeral Trust/
   Pre-need Insurance
• After Care, Grief Counseling & 
   Support Groups

262-377-0380 
www.muellerfuneralhome.com

414-412-9861 

www.pianoloftwi.com

GRAFTON ROOFING & 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
Family Owned &  

Operated Since 1962 
414-406-2448 

Fully Insured 
Roofing, Gutters & Snowplowing

Hamilton House is located in charming Cedarburg, Wisconsin with all the amenities to take the stress 
out of daily living. We offer all the luxuries you’ve always wanted but never wanted to maintain!

You’ll enjoy a cozy, country chic feel & our spacious apartments will include upgraded features and 
state of the art amenities for your comfort and enjoyment.

Have peace of mind knowing our 24 hour care team is ready with
 as little or as much help as you need, when you need it.

OPENING 

APRIL
2019

Model Unit Now Open!! Schedule your tour today!!
(262) 421-5551
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Have peace of mind knowing our 24 hour care team is ready with
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Have peace of mind knowing our 24 hour care team is ready with
 as little or as much help as you need, when you need it.
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Hamilton House is located in charming Cedarburg, Wisconsin with all the amenities to take the stress 
out of daily living. We offer all the luxuries you’ve always wanted but never wanted to maintain!

You’ll enjoy a cozy, country chic feel & our spacious apartments will include upgraded features and 
state of the art amenities for your comfort and enjoyment.

Have peace of mind knowing our 24 hour care team is ready with
 as little or as much help as you need, when you need it.

OPENING 

APRIL
2019

Model Unit Now Open!! Schedule your tour today!!
(262) 421-5551

ROMAN 
ELECTRIC

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Residential Work

640 S. 70th St. 414-471-8565

Building Your Vision
• COMMERCIAL • CORPORATE • EDUCATION 

• HEALTHCARE • RELIGIOUS • RESIDENTIAL

414-727-6840

WWW.CATALYSTBUILDS.COM

 
 

EERNISSE

FUNERAL HOMES

www.eernissefuneralhome.com

(262) 376-9600

1167 Washington Avenue 
Cedarburg, WI

Port Washington • Belgium • Cedarburg

HEINZ & SONS 57 
AUTO BODY

Since 1963 
54 Years in Business! 

1327 Wisconsin Ave - Grafton

Phone/Fax# (262) 377-4190

We Service All Makes and Models

 

GOEBEL  
WOODWORK, INC.

Custom Home & Commercial Cabinetry   
Design & Installation • Cabinet Refacing   

Formica, Corian and Stone Counters

(262) 284-2183 • 1-800-728-7117 
www.goebelwoodwork,inc.com

2563 Hwy. 32        Port Washington

Est. 1950

(262) 377-1423

 
10006 Bridge Rd
2.5 Miles West of  

Cedarburg

 

Seasonal Home  
Grown Produce! 
wittesvegfarm.com

BRAD HOWELL, RealtoR® 

262.443.3827 

CINDY HOWELL, RealtoR® 

262.617.4822 

emailemail  HowellTeam@shorewest.com
HowellTeam.shorewest.com

m Catering m Delivery  
m Take Out 

 
Open Daily! 10am - Midnight 

372 Falls Rd. • Grafton
Order online at: eopizza.com 

262.376.0420 
www.evenoddspizza.com

Delivery to all of Grafton,  
Cedarburg, and Village of Saukville

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Joel Dykstra 
Senior Vice President,  

Chief Credit Officer  
NMLS #759006

262-268-7908
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W67N622 Evergreen Blvd. 
Cedarburg, WI 53012 
262-377-6610       www.filministries.org 

 
 

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 46 
Cedarburg, WI 


