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   There was a time when many 

Catholic churches were open round 

the clock for those who wanted to 

pray and spend time with the 

Blessed Sacrament. Times have 

changed.��

   In recent decades, the rise in van-

dalism and threat of violence have 

led many churches to lock their 

doors outside of worship hours. 

While Christ the King doors are 

unlocked only during services, a 

keypad at the entrance to the 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel still ena-

bles 24�hour access to those who 

want to pray at other times.��

   On March 23, a meeting will be 

held at Christ the King to begin 

work on a parish safety plan. The 

meeting, which will be held at 6:30 

p.m. in the Sweeney Conference 

Room, will focus on “best practic-

es” for dealing with the types of 

safety concerns that churches and 

other public gathering places have 

faced in recent decades. �

�

Expert opinions needed�

�

   While all are welcome, Fr. Todd 

Riebe is encouraging parishioners 

who work in law enforcement and 

other public safety fields to attend 

to share their thoughts.�

   “The last thing we want to do is 

take away people’s peace, but in the 

unlikely event that something were 

to occur, and because we have a 

responsibility to care for the people, 

we need to have some things in 

place,” Fr. Todd said. “We need a 

greater awareness, for sure.”�

   He and other representatives from 

Christ the King parish attended a 

meeting in August 2019 hosted by 

the FBI, the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 

and the Indianapolis Metropolitan 

Police Department to discuss safety 

issues.   �

�

Community meeting held�

�

   Several hundred people from 

many different faith communities 

came together at the Indianapolis 

Hebrew Congregation to learn more 

about the dangers that exist and de-

velop protocols to increase safety at 

houses of worship.�

   At the meeting, safety experts 

talked about things they have 

learned from school shootings, pro-

vided data that can help identify 

vulnerabilities, and reiterated the 

need for a safety plan, Fr. Todd ex-

plained. Law enforcement officials 

also offered to do church safety as-

sessments, something that Christ the 

King will likely have done as part 

of its safety plan development.��

�

Awareness is key�

�

   “Basically, we are in a new era 

where we have to be more aware,” 

he said. “Churches create a particu-

lar problem because we are open � 

it’s a challenge. I came away with a 

sense that we all need to do some-

thing.”�

   At Christ the King’s March 23 

meeting, work will begin on a Par-

ish Safety Plan that will include 

raising awareness among parishion-

ers of the available exit doors, steps 

to be taken in the unlikely event of a 

violent incident, establishing a re-

sponse  team, greater  monitoring of  �

(Continued on page 5)�

Plan to attend The King’s Gala (formerly Mardi Gras), a parish fundraiser, from 

6 p.m. to midnight on April 18 at  the Northside Events and Social Club (formerly 

the Knights of Columbus), 2100 E. 71st Street.  Tickets ($75 per person)  may be 

purchased at www.ctk�indy.org/kingsgala.  Come enjoy dancing to the music of the 

band “A Night to Remember,” heavy hors d’oeuvres, beer, wine, cash bar, silent 

auctions, raffles, and more.  �

Meeting’s focus:  church security�
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Thanks and a�

�

Tip of the King’s�

�

Crown to . . .�

�

� Karen Kress, 

Jennifer and Justin 

Sage, and volun-

teer helpers who 

organized another 

successful Trivia 

night;�

�

� the Tiger Running Club which 

placed first in the club/school divi-

sion for number of participants 

(239)  in the Drumstick Dash;�

�

� members of the arts and environ-

ment committee who provided the 

beautiful decorations during the 

Christmas season;�

�

� teachers, students, and staff for 

welcoming families during the 

Catholic Schools Week open house;�

�

� Katie Runnels who designed the 

logos for the King’s Gala; �

�

� the CKS Speech Team which 

placed fifth of 18 teams in the annu-

al contest held at Cathedral High 

School;�

�

� parishioners who have contribut-

ed to the fund for renovations in the 

church.�

�

�
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by Fr. Todd Riebe�

�

   In a letter dated Jan. 9, Archbish-

op Thompson appointed me as Ad-

ministrator “pro tem” of our neigh-

boring parish of Saint Thomas 

Aquinas while continuing as pastor 

of Christ the King.� �

   What exactly is an 

Administrator “pro 

tem”? “Pro tem” 

means temporary. �

   In July a new pas-

tor will be appoint-

ed to Saint Thomas 

Aquinas, and my 

duties will end at 

twelve noon on the first Wednesday 

of July.�

   In an earlier assignment as pastor 

of Saint Mark on the south side of 

Indianapolis, I also had the privilege 

of serving as Administrator of Good 

Shepherd Parish for two years.��

�

Administrator’s duties�

�

   What does an Administrator do? I 

jokingly respond to that question by 

saying that the Administrator of a 

parish does all the things that priests 

hate to do and none of the things 

that priests love to do.���

   A pastor is both administrator and 

sacramental minister of the parish, 

caring for both the business side and 

spiritual needs of the parish.� �

   Thanks to the generosity of our 

retired priests, the weekend Mass 

schedule will remain the same at 

Saint Thomas as priests will come 

from southern Indiana to celebrate 

those Masses.�  Fr. Jeff Godecker 

will celebrate a weekly Mass at But-

ler University where he formerly 

served as chaplain for many years 

while being in residence here at 

Christ the King, and Fr. Eric John-

son will celebrate a weekly school 

Mass.��

�

Main focus�

�

   I will be available for sick calls 

and funerals, but will primarily 

work with the staff on the 

“business” side of parish life.�  This 

will mean attending pastoral council 

meetings, finance council meetings, 

and staff meetings. �

   My main goal will be to assist the 

parish and school staff, making sure 

that they have all that they need to 

carry on the day�to�day ministry at 

Saint Thomas. These folks, as we 

know so well here at Christ the 

King, are the ones who do the 

“heavy lifting.”�

   I am grateful to the Archbishop for 

this opportunity to serve the Church 

in this new way for a short time and  

to get to know and serve our neigh-

bors at Saint Thomas Aquinas.�  Let 

us be united in prayer with the peo-

ple of that parish as they await the 

appointment of a new pastor and in 

asking God for the gift of vocations 

for our church.  �

   �

New appointment will help neighbors�

�

�

CKS won the 2020 

North Deanery Spell 

Bowl at the end of Jan-

uary.   Teams of fourth 

through eighth graders 

from all ten North 

Deanery schools com-

peted.  Andy Silvey 

and Liz Sowinski 

coached the team. 

(Photo by Kelly Lucas) �
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  by Rose Sterger�

 A lightbulb is a lightbulb is a light-

bulb, right?�  Not on your life! To-

day it’s all about LEDs. Over 

Christmas break, all of the fluores-

cent lights in the school and most of 

the old lights in the gym were re-

placed with these energy�saving 

(and money�saving) bulbs.���

� � �Some of our school teachers and 

Dave Thompson, parish mainte-

nance director, learned about the 

potential for savings these bulbs 

could provide.�  In addition, they 

discovered that Indianapolis Power 

and Light would actually provide a 

rebate if we installed them. �

   However, there were a few possi-

ble roadblocks:�  the upfront costs 

for purchase  and installation of the 

bulbs along with a serious amount 

of detailed paperwork required to 

apply for the rebates.�

   Dave Thompson found that Edge 

Company LED  Lighting was    pre-

pared to do all of the required pa-

perwork.�  They also made and in-

stalled the bulbs. IPL would pay for 

the cost of materials through the 

rebates, but there was still the mat-

ter of the cost of installation �� 

$3,600 for the gym and $5,505 for 

the school.���

   Teachers Claire Bidmead, Ann 

Pappas, and Karen Wagner, who 

work with the School’s ARK com-

mittee (Action � Responsibility � 

Knowledge:� their focus is ecology) 

wrote a proposal for a $5,000 grant 

from The Thriving Schools Chal-

lenge through the Indianapolis Of-

fice of Sustainability.  They re-

ceived  enough to cover all but $5 

of the cost of installation of the 

lights in the school.���

���A study of energy costs indicates 

that these new bulbs will save the 

parish $2,500 in annual energy costs 

in the gym and $7,000  in the 

school.� Dave Thompson comment-

ed, “I can’t wait to see the electric 

bills!”�

���ARK Society students went to the 

Indiana State Museum in early Feb-

ruary to receive the grant.� They are 

currently researching light bulbs 

and studying the overall impact that 

these changes will make � both en-

vironmentally and financial-

ly.�  They will create a presentation 

for the EcoScience Challenge of the 

Office of Sustainability in April.���

Lent offers �

enrichment�

opportunities�

�

by Jenny Annee 

   Lent is here, so this is always a 

great time to deepen your faith, 

strengthen your relationship with 

God, and share opportunities with 

others in our parish.��

   Current scripture studies are hap-

pening and will continue throughout 

Lent. “A Biblical Walk Through the 

Passion,” with Edward Sri, began 

Monday, Feb. 24, at 7 p.m. and 

Wednesday, Feb. 26, at 10 a.m. “A 

Biblical Walk Through the Mass,” 

also with Edward Sri, began 

Wednesday, Feb. 26, at 7 p.m. It’s 

not too late to join, so feel free to 

come to the time that works for you.�

   Back by popular demand, Tues-

days with Fr. Todd will take place 

Tuesday, March 3, 10, and 17, at 

6:30 p.m. in the St. Joseph Room. 

The topic of these discussions will 

be the Eucharist. All are welcome 

and encouraged to come to one or 

all Tuesdays with Father!�

   Lenten Stations of the Cross  will 

continue each Friday during Lent at 

6 p.m. in the church. Bring your 

families for this wonderful Lenten 

prayer opportunity.��

   Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment will be available every Sunday 

in Lent from 5 p.m. until midnight, 

with third Sunday Adoration from 2 

p.m. March 15 until 7 a.m. on 

March 16. Visit the Christ the King 

website to sign up via the sign�up 

genius or see the sign�up board in 

the vestibule. Spending any amount 

of quiet time before the Blessed 

Sacrament is a wonderful way to 

deepen your relationship with Christ 

and take time for prayer.��

   Take advantage of one or ALL of 

these opportunities and you’ll be 

sure to have a fruitful, meaningful 

Lenten season. 

Bill Hoeper’s team, dressed as Olympians,  was named the winner of the costume 

contest at Trivia Night in January.  This annual fundraiser netted more than 

$17,000 for the eighth grade class trip.  (Photo courtesy of Facebook)  �

Bright lights, energy savings, too�
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�������by Brant Yeskie�

   Beginning in the 2020�21 school 

year, Christ the King CYO sports 

registration will become paperless. 

Concussion and Lindsey Law waiv-

ers, stating that you and your child 

have read and understand the relat-

ed material, have recently become 

part of the registration process.� �

   Parents now also must state that 

they  have previously uploaded  the 

student’s physical form to continue 

with registration. �

   This paperless process will save 

time for many individuals.  For in-

stance, the sports compliance volun-

teer will not have to verify sports 

physicals through several different 

avenues. Coaches and coordinators 

will no longer have to chase after 

physical forms. The standard will 

be: If a student has signed up for a 

sport, that student’s physical form 

must be on file. �

   In addition to the time savings, 

the change will protect our student 

athletes, school, and church. A child 

will never be able to participate in a 

sport without the proper paperwork 

on file. �

   Any questions should be directed 

to Brant Yeskie at�Byeskie@att.net.�

 

The 56A basketball team, coached by Matt Scott, had an undefeated regular season 

and were Christmas Tournament runners�up.  (Photo by Matt Henninger)�

High school students who attended the National Catholic Youth Conference 

(NCYC)  in the fall proudly carried “Flat Father” (a depiction of Fr. Todd) every-

where they went during the four�day event.  Students above are wearing bovine 

headgear which, as the conference opens,  identifies to all participants that they are 

from a midwestern section of the country.  Part of the tradition is trading hats with 

people from other regions so that by the end of the event, Lucas Oil Stadium reflects 

the universal church rather than regional divisions.   Nearly 25,000 high school par-

ticipants came from all over the United States to join in this biennial event held in 

downtown Indianapolis.    Christ the King took a group of 45 teens and chaperones.  

Youth minister Ann Collins says that members of this year’s group were very atten-

tive and  moved by their experiences.  (Photo by Ann Collins)�

Registration �

for CYO sports�

goes paperless�

Upcoming events�

�

March 3, 10, and 17 � Tuesdays 

with Fr. Todd �

�

March 8 � Pancake breakfast�

�

March 13 � Lenten fish fry�

�

March 19�22  Spring Cursillo 

weekend for women�

�

March 23 � Security meeting�

�

April 18 � King’s Gala�
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by Eric and Janet Engleman�

�

   Sarah St. Amand has something in 

common with Fr. Todd � a birthday 

on Nov. 19. Upon learning this, the 

CKS art teacher began to think 

about making something special for 

him to use when celebrating  the all�

school Masses. �

   She decided on a green stole that 

would correspond with Ordinary 

Time to maximize the number of 

occasions on which he could wear 

it. �

   In need of someone with signifi-

cant skill on the sewing machine, 

she asked her close friend and fel-

low CKS staffer Rachel Shaffer to 

help with the project. �

   After collecting different green 

materials, Sarah and Rachel de-

signed the pattern to be a diagonal 

patchwork and assembled it over a 

weekend. �

   Afterwards, Sarah decided to add 

a few details to make it truly 

 

Church security�

(from page 1)�

�

doors during church services, and 

establishing a reunification place for 

families should Mass be interrupted 

by a violent incident.�

   A key part of Fr. Todd’s vision is 

the creation of a new ministry � a 

Response Team � that could entail 

having two people designated at 

each Mass to be stationed in the 

back of the church to monitor doors 

during Mass. Steps other churches 

have taken, like encouraging police 

officers in the parish to drive their 

patrol cars to Mass, will also be dis-

cussed.�

   The goal of this initial meeting, he 

said, is to bring people who have 

expertise in law enforcement and 

safety together and have them share 

their knowledge and skills with us. 

“Things we have never thought of, 

we’ll begin looking at during this 

meeting,” he added.�

   While the parish is just beginning 

this process, Fr. Todd pointed out 

that Christ the King School already 

has a well�developed safety plan 

that it has charted in collaboration 

with Bishop Chatard High School.�

   For more information about the 

March 23 meeting, contact the par-

ish office at 317�255�3666.�

“special.” First, using her artistic 

and creative skills, she embroi-

dered the phrase “look how they 

love each other” in cursive on the 

underside of the stole. �

   This phrase was chosen because 

Fr. Todd is known to say it often 

during his homilies at all�school 

Masses, indicating that this is what 

makes our church and school com-

munity special and different. He 

wants strangers who visit to stop 

and note our love and kindness for 

each other. �

   As a final touch, Sarah got em-

broidery floss and had every stu-

dent in the school add one stitch to 

the outside border of the vestment. 

In this way, each and every student  

contributed to the gift. �

   On Fr. Todd’s (and Sarah’s) 

birthday, both Sarah and Rachel 

went to the parish office and pre-

sented the stole to Fr. Todd. He 

was very excited to receive it, mar-

veled over it, and made sure he 

showed it to every staff member in 

the office. A gift from the heart 

and a patchwork of love � a spe-

cial gift indeed!�

A special gift�

It was a labor of love�

At left, Fr. Todd models the stole given to him by CKS students and teachers for his 

birthday.  Above, he displays the stitching on the underside of the stole.  Each stu-

dent contributed one stitch to the project.  (Photos by Matt Henninger)�
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by Ruth Warner�

   Giving Tree 2019 was again a 

success thanks to Stacey Hoaglin, 

who has chaired the project for 26 

years,  parishioners who bought 

gifts, and the volunteers who spent 

hours making tags, hanging them on 

the tree, sorting the gifts, and pur-

chasing gifts for tags not taken.   

Ninety�five families received gifts 

for Christmas. �

   About 1,500 tags were placed on 

the tree. Families are guaranteed 

two gifts per family member with a 

hope of three gifts each. All family 

members receive the same number 

of gifts. �

   While there is no budget for the 

Giving Tree, some parishioners do-

nate money if they do not have time 

to purchase gifts.  This was im-

portant this year due to the one� 

week turnaround time. �

   The tree goes up the Friday after 

Thanksgiving and delivery is the 

Saturday two weekends before 

Christmas, so for Christmas 2019 

that meant tags were placed on the 

tree Nov. 29 and gifts had to be re-

turned by Dec. 8 with delivery on 

Dec. 14. The deadline is based on 

turnaround time for the delivery 

date since all gifts need to be sorted 

and organized. �

    Stacey requests that she get noti-

fication about gifts that cannot be 

returned by the deadline.  Volun-

teers then use donations to cover 

those non�returned gifts and to  pur-

chase items for tags that are not 

picked off the tree.  They sometimes 

use their own money to purchase 

items.��

   Stacey also wants to remind eve-

ryone that taking a tag is a responsi-

bility and a commitment to return 

the gift by the deadline. If gifts are 

returned after the delivery date, they 

are stored in the hopes that the team 

will be able to use them the follow-

ing year. Another reminder is that 

tags for grocery gift cards for moms 

and dads may make it possible for 

them to provide gifts for their own  

children.  ��

   As in previous years, confirmation 

candidates helped with the Giving 

Tree project and  commented on 

what a rewarding experience it was 

to be involved in the delivery of 

gifts. �

   Lauren Stickelmaier said, “It was 

a cool experience. We collected 

canned goods and put food in gro-

cery bags when we were students at 

Christ the King School,  but now it 

is full circle since we got to take the 

gifts and meet the families.” She 

also commented about a second 

grade girl who was excited about 

the turkey since she had never had 

turkey before. �

   Daniel Poglitsh noted that “it was 

a really fulfilling experience. It was 

nice to see the smiles on people’s 

faces when they received their 

gifts.”�

�

Generous donors, grateful recipients�

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK � 

The week began with an open house 

during which 20 new families showed 

interest in our school.  During the 

week, students celebrated with a differ-

ent theme each day.  In the photo at top 

left, Liam Buechler, Maddy Weber, 

and  Ava Harder showed their support 

for schools they may want to attend.  

At top right, Sam Orr, David Proctor, 

Denzel Hardister, Alexa Sipe, Francis 

Morin, and Lauren Farrell dressed to 

represent possible future careers.  At 

right, Rachel Randolph, Ava O’Neel, 

Deni Stone, and Zoe Campbell wore 

spirit wear.  (Photos by Ruth Warner)�
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PARISH PROFILE�

by Rose Sterger�

�

   When you opened to this page in 

today’s newsletter, you may have 

recognized the lady in the photo, 

but  you may not know much about 

her.�  She is one of the  quiet work-

ers who keep the parish moving. 

   Pamelia McClain Kemper was 

born in Waterloo, Iowa. And, yes, 

that is the correct spelling of her 

first name.� Pam says, “I was named 

for a great�great grandmother on my 

mother’s side of the family.  The 

spelling may be one of those quirks 

that occurred as hand�written rec-

ords were passed down because 

there are several in the same line 

whose name was Pamela.�   It has 

been a source of some difficulty 

over the years � often misspelled 

and pronunciation  questionable!” 

   Pam lived in Waterloo until her 

parents moved to Michigan City, 

Indiana, when she was a senior at 

the University of Iowa.� She gradu-

ated with a degree in Office Man-

agement and Business Education, 

planning to be a secretary. �� 

���While Pam was still in school, Eli 

Lilly Corporation sent representa-

tives to the University of Iowa to 

recruit students to work in Indianap-

olis.�  She landed a job at Lilly as 

executive secretary to the Market 

Research Manager for Lilly’s Elan-

co Products Company. 

���After she started work there, a co�

worker introduced her to Jim Kem-

per, an Indianapolis native who had 

gone to Broad Ripple High School 

and Indiana University.�  The two 

got along well, and they married at 

St. Joan of Arc church (Jim’s home 

parish) after three years of dating.�� 

���Religion was important in both of 

their lives.�  Jim was a Catholic.  

Pam was also Catholic, but by an 

indirect route.�  Her mother was 

Methodist, her father Catholic. Pam 

had been baptized and had gone to 

the Catholic church with her dad, 

but had never received the sacra-

ments.�  While a senior in college, 

she took instructions from a parish 

priest near the university and made 

a profession of faith, bringing her 

into full communion with the 

church.�� 

���After marriage, Pam’s job at Lilly 

was short�lived.�  In those days, 

company policy dictated that a 

woman could not be employed there 

beyond the third month of pregnan-

cy.�  Soon  she became a stay�at�

home mom. �

   While raising her  three boys, 

Robert, William, and John, Pam 

says that she enjoyed spending time 

on�  “do�it�yourself” projects at 

home, being a cub scout den moth-

er, working with the PFO at Skiles 

Test School, and spending much of 

her summers attending baseball 

games for three different teams.� �� 

   Jim was a manufacturer’s repre-

sentative who sold chemical pro-

cessing equipment to large compa-

nies, but he also sold a variety of 

other goods as the years went 

on.� Pam comments that in the early 

days of their marriage, Jim traveled 

a lot, but, eventually, he did much 

of his work from home by phone. 

���In the late 60s,  after a short stint 

living in Elmhurst, Illinois, the 

Kempers settled in on Rucker Road 

and began attending Christ the 

King. At some point, Jim was at 

Mass with his two older boys when 

parishioner Mary Poole invited 

them to come to Sunday morning 

CCD classes.��Thus, the family was 

drawn into the parish.�� 

   While Benedictine Sister Cathe-

rine Gardner was the Director of 

Religious Education, Pam spent one 

day each week doing the sister’s 

typing.�  When Betty Krier became 

director, Pam was the “check�in” 

person at Sunday CCD classes,  and  

taught three�year�olds one year. �

   Also during Betty Krier’s tenure, 

Pam spent several years serving as a 

member of the Adult Catechetical 

Team, working on and organizing 

many of the programs that the team 

sponsored.�  For several years, she 

also served as a leader for the day-

time Bible Study.�� 

   In the early 1980s, she volun-

teered to be a lector, a position she 

still enjoys.�  She also sings in the 

Resurrection Choir and coordinates 

the group which prepares The 

King’s Crier for mailing.�  She 

notes, “I even wrote a couple of ar-

ticles for the paper.”�� 

���While Pam kept busy at Christ the 

King, Jim was contributing his tal-

ents on an archdiocesan level.�  For 

many years, he was the liaison for 

the Indiana Catholic Conference 

and the parish, alerting interested 

parishioners to upcoming bills be-

ing considered in the state legisla-

ture.  He encouraged them to con-

tact their representatives to convey 

their wishes for a nay or yea vote.   �

   Although Pam will tell you that 

she has never suffered the hardship 

that others have seen, she has had 

her share of sadness over the years.� �

   Her eldest son Robert had Hodg-

kins Lymphoma at age 20. He sur-

vived that disease, but in his 40s, he 

developed breast cancer and then 

lung cancer.� Because he had had so 

much chemo treatment for the 

Hodgkins, he could not receive 

much more at this point. He died of 

a pulmonary embolism in 2013, just 

six months before his 50th birthday. 

Then in 2016, Jim died of acute my-

Pam Kemper�

(Continued on page 8)�
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ocardial infarction. 

���Pam stays close to her other sons, 

William and John, their wives Kim 

and Kristi, and Robert’s widow 

Jodi, even though none live in Indi-

anapolis.�� 

   After Jim’s death, Pam sold her 

home and moved to a condomini-

um.�  She stays active not only in 

parish activities, but in other pur-

suits.�  She maintains (and actually 

uses) a membership in a gym, be-

longs to book clubs, and plays 

scrabble every week at the Carmel 

Newcomers Club.�� 

� � �She is also quite involved in the 

Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion (DAR).� Pam can trace her fam-

ily ancestry to two Revolutionary 

War participants, Samuel Demarey 

and George Hudson.�� 

� � �She says that the DAR supports 

certain schools which serve at�risk 

and special needs children, especial-

ly in Appalachia and, to some ex-

tent, Berry College.�  The members 

attend and hand out flags at natural-

ization ceremonies for new citizens 

and help women and children at 

Wheeler Mission by serving meals 

and providing other support.  �

   She is proud that the organization 

does much to preserve and protect 

historic landmarks and is an active 

supporter of ROTC programs, espe-

cially JROTC at the high school 

level. �

   Pam says, “DAR activities do 

keep me  busy at the chapter level 

since I have held one or another of 

the executive offices for most of the 

years I have been a member.”�� 

   Pam is one of those people who 

are always behind the scenes mak-

ing sure that things get done.� We’re 

glad she is a part of Christ the King. 

 

The Mary Queen of Heaven prayer 

garden is located east of the main 

doors of the church.  The statue of the 

Blessed Virgin was a gift from the 

Queen and Divine Mercy Endowment 

Fund and Rev. Elmer J. Burwinkel.  

The garden also includes a bench in 

memory of parishioner Ken Persinger.�

Parish profile�

(from page 7)�


