
Ascension Sunday  

         May 24, 2020   

 Happy Easter! 

�

Our Lady Most Admirable, 

detach us from the visible, 

and lead us on to fix our gaze 

on the invisible.  Amen.�

�

�

�

WATCH the                    

CATHOLIC MASS             

anytime on Sunday at 

www.olphmarystpatrick.com�



From the Gusset�

Happy Easter!  Before we discuss the excitement of celebrating Masses with a congregation 

again, I would like to point out to you how our Church doors have always been open.  Bishop 

Malloy left it to the discretion of individual Pastors whether to lock the Church for the duration of 

the pandemic or allow the doors to be open, with the only restriction being that there be no more 

than 10 persons in the Church at a time and that social distancing should be practiced.  Although 

some Diocesan Churches were closed because they were in such large cities (Rockford, Aurora,

…), our three beautiful Churches remained open.  We have also celebrated 3 Funeral Masses 

(two funerals were for people outside of our Diocese � when, for example, they heard that Peoria 

Diocese couldn’t celebrate a Funeral Mass they came to us) keeping the attendance to 10 persons 

of the immediate family.  So the archdiocese of Chicago is just catching up to us.  The Chicago 

Province has just released a two�phase program for reopening Churches and the program is 

called “Back in His Presence.”  But I want to stress that although, we, human beings, are now 

coming back into the presence of God� God has never left our side.  You see, that is the joy of 

Easter�that God will always be with us�not even death can prevent this!  Because our Church 

doors remained open, you could have always come � any time you wished � and visited with our 

Lord in the tabernacle (and I did catch some of you doing just that).  Satan would love for us to 

stay away from our Lord, but remember, if you invited Jesus into your heart by making a             

Spiritual Communion � Jesus did come to you!  As I say, God has always been in our presence 

� now we have the opportunity to come “back into His Presence.”  That being said, I must also 

say, if you have a cough of any sort or are not feeling well, please, for your own safety and that 

of others, do not come back to Church just yet.  Continue to make Sunday holy by watching the 

YouTube video of our Mass, make a Spiritual Communion, and practice your favorite         

sacramentals (rosary, Infant Jesus of Prague chaplet, Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help…) � 

God will give you the graces you need to grow in holiness.  Also, if you are over the age of 65, 

because you are more vulnerable to the virus (considered an “at�risk population”), please, in all 

charity, continue to stay at home and practice your Faith.  God is glorified, when you invite 

Him into your house � remember in the book of Revelation our Lord says, Behold, I stand at 

(your) door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, then I will enter his 

house and dine with him and he with Me!  What a humble sacrifice you, zealots, make to God 

� when you, who want to come to Mass more than others, refrain from doing so, for the health 

and safety of our Church community!  Teams are now forming of volunteers, who will help me to 

(some time soon, hopefully) celebrate the Mass for a limited number of attendees.  These        

volunteers will take an on�line training course, direct Mass attendees to designated pews, and 

sanitize the Church following Mass.  I am asking for help from the next         

generation (those younger than 65 years of age).  The pandemic is your         

opportunity to step�up and help your priest bring the graces of Heaven to earth 

for our Parishes � something your elders did for you, because you were too 

young, and now you will do for them, because they have advanced in years.                   

Happy Easter!� � Our Lady Most Admirable…pray for us!� �      

Yours on the Path�� Fr. Randy�



The Parish Office is Now Open�

Again, just as was the case with our Churches, our Parish Office was never 

closed!  Nancy Neal has continued to pose as the financial officer, who pays all 

our weekly/ monthly bills, counts the collection and deposits them in the bank, 

answers the phone, schedules Mass intentions, arranges funeral Masses, cleans 

the Church, deals with vendors, prays for everyone who is sick or experiencing 

difficulties, gardens around the Church, and is the chief cook and bottle washer.  

As Nancy is exposed to many different people, it is important that anyone        

visiting the office should wear a mask and practice “social distancing.”  Because 

our office area is a converted sacristy�only one person is allowed in the office 

at a time.  Please consider calling the office at 815�849�5412; rather than visiting.�

What Will the Mass Look Like When I Return?�

�� Initially a maximum of 10 Mass participants will be allowed in the Church, and so I will 

need to make a reservation on our parish website: www.olphmarystpatrick.com  �

�� I will not be allowed to sit in my “usual spot (in the back)” with seating beginning at the   

front of the Church and social distancing between Mass participants taking place during 

the Mass�when Mass ends, dismissal will be by rows starting at the back of Church�

�� Everyone must wear a mask at all times (except when receiving Holy Communion) and 

use hand sanitizer when first entering the Church and when leaving the Church�

�� There will be no procession of the offertory gifts of bread and wine and no sign of peace �

�� There will be a single file line for Holy Communion, maintaining a distance of 6 feet from 

the person in front of me, and I will receive communion in the hand �

�� The Holy Water will be removed from the fonts, and because of the sanitizing procedures 

that must occur after Mass, there will be no hymnals, missals, or holy cards in the pews�

�� The priest will not be able to greet his parishioners either before or after the Mass�

Some of these changes will be upsetting and troubling to             

parishioners.  When my Church has come to feel as my second 

home and the movements of the holy Mass trigger a muscle 

memory that brings peace to my heart�the directives for the 

Coronavirus will try our patience and take some time to adjust to; 

however, we must know that Holy Mother Church enacts them 

for our protection.  There will still be a risk to contract the virus 

for anyone who attends a public Mass, but the Catholic Church 

wants us to be Pro�Life, concerned about our neighbor, and    

faithful citizens in Her Kingdom, and so I will adhere to the many 

guidelines and procedures that must be followed.  I do all of these 

things, because I love God and I want to praise and adore Him 

with my brother and sister, and follow after Jesus with my priest     

shepherd to guide me.�

�



Heroes of God; Feast Days of the Saints    �

St. John Nepomucene  �

May 16

th

 �

The story is told by his daughter, Patricia, that Alfred Hitchcock 

was fascinated by the seal of the confessional.  That a priest 

could be sworn to secrecy, even if tortured, seemed the ideal  

material for a film to “the Master of Suspense.”  (What is the saying?  Truth is stranger than 

Fiction!)  Hitchcock knew that non�Catholics would have difficulty in understanding a priest’s 

reluctance to expose a penitent, if the priest’s own hide was at stake.  Listen to a quote from     

Alfred Hitchcock: we, Catholics, know that a priest cannot disclose the secret of the          

confessional, but the Protestants, the atheists, and the agnostics all say, ‘ridiculous!’  No 

man would remain silent and sacrifice his life for such a thing.  But when “the thing” is a 

Sacrament � something instituted by Christ to give grace � the ridiculous becomes the norm of 

the Christ’s true presence on earth.  Born around 1340, John Woelflin took the name of his  

birthplace, the village of Nepomuk, as his last name.  After studying in Prague, he was ordained a 

priest and served as an assistant to the Archbishop of Prague and was the confessor to the Czech 

royal family.  King Wenceslaus IV supported the papacy in Avignon, France � typically rulers   

appreciate their power more, if the next closest ruler is 

farther away.  Well, Fr. Nepomucene and the          

Archbishop wanted the Papacy to return to Rome.     

Initially a dispute between the Church (Fr.             

Nepomucene and the Archbishop) and the State (King 

Wenceslaus) broke out, when the King wished to        

appoint the next Abbot of a nearby Benedictine abbey 

and create a new diocese � a diocese in which the   

Bishop would be a greater supporter of the monarchy.  

Fr. John was sent by the Archbishop to instruct the 

monks not to inform the King when the old Abbot died; 

but rather, to quickly appoint a new Abbot.  King 

Wenceslaus was not too pleased with this, and when the 

King suspected the Queen of being unfaithful, he   

summoned Fr. Nepomucene to learn what sins the 

Queen had confessed to him.  Unable to reveal anyone’s            

confession even to the King, Fr. John Nepomucene was thrown in 

jail and tortured.  When the torturer learned that Fr. John could not 

swim and in fact had a great fear of drowning � King Wenceslaus 

IV threatened to throw Fr. John in the Vltava river unless he broke 

the seal of the confessional.  Resultantly, Fr. Nepomucene was 

tossed from the famous St. Charles Bridge in Prague into the     

river, where he promptly sank and drowned.  A mysterious blue 

light appeared over the water on the night of his martyrdom.  You 

can find the exact spot that St. Nepomucene was tossed into the 

drip � as a statue now marks the spot on this picturesque bridge.  

It is said, that the words of absolution are so beautiful to the       

penitent’s ears � that a priest’s tongue becomes as sweet as honey 

to the contrite.  When St. Nepomucene’s tomb was opened up, 300 

years after his burial � a reddened tissue fell out of his skull�it 

was his tongue!             St. John Nepomucene…pray for us!�



Mass Intentions�

Saturday, May 23rd  � � � � � � �                  

OLPH       (+) Thomas Fassler/ Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burkardt                                                                        

SMA          (+) Pro Populo/ Fr. Randy � � � � �     

Sunday, May 24th Ascension of the Lord  �� � � �                               

St. Patrick  (+) John Burke/ Mr. & Mrs. James Burke   �                                               

OLPH         (+) Robert Bonnell/ Mr. & Mrs. Edward Klein � �                            

Monday, May 25th Memorial Day� � � � � �                                   

SMA�           (+) Souls in Purgatory/ Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Klein                                                                                                                      

Tuesday, May 26th  � � � � � � � �                 

SMA          (+) MaryAnn Cardot/ Elaine Henkel �� �            

Wednesday, May 27th� � � �  �       � � �   

OLPH       (+) Fr. Marvin Salz/ Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bulfer  &           

�         (+) Msgr. Thomas Monahan/ Fr. Randy                                          

Thursday, May 28th � � �            � �                                

SMA          (+) Sr. Chikaomasili Ezenagu/ DDL                 �                                  

OLPH       (+) Lynn Peterson/ Mr. & Mrs. Henry Antosiak                                       

Friday, May 29th  � � � � � �                           

St. Patrick  (+) Robert Kellen/ Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mead                                                                                              

Saturday, May 30th   � � � � � � �              

OLPH       (+) Donna Vaessen/ Carol Moss &   � � �                         

�         (+) Robert Olson Sr./ Susan Fassler                                                                                                  

SMA          (+) Pro Populo/ Fr. Randy � � � � �     

Sunday, May 31st Pentecost   �� � � �                               

St. Patrick  (+) Helen Ann Becker/ Mr. & Mrs. Paul Quitno & �      

� � (+) Urban Becker/ Mr. & Mrs. Touie White    �                                               

OLPH         (+) Geraldine Fronek/ Mr. & Mrs. Brian Wilson  �

Parish Website: www.olphmarystpatrick.com�

Parish Phone Number: 815�849�5412  � � Parish Email: olph.mary@gmail.com    �

To attain the extra graces we need during the Pandemic, a Pro Populo Mass will 

be prayed each day in addition to the Masses listed above. �
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