THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD ● JANUARY 13, 2019

S J  E     C 
103 Savanna Road • Hanover IL 61041
The mission of St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
is to provide a place of Catholic worship, sacraments,
spiritual guidance, education, love and support of all
ages throughout our parish and community.
Parish Mission Statement

The Baptism of the Lord
Think of what it's like to wait a long
time. Can you imagine what it would be
like to wait for centuries? No one person
lives that long, of course. But for the
Israelites, they had heard the stories
from generation to generation. They had
been conquered time and time again,
and now "the people were filled with
expectation, and all were asking in their
hearts whether John might be the
Christ." They had been waiting for a
Messiah, one who did miraculous deeds
and said profound things; someone
aglow with the glory of God. We all
know what it's like to hope and be disappointed. But what if your hopes were
fulfilled?
That day at the Jordan River, an audience had gathered. Among the crowd for
baptism was an unknown man. Perhaps
he was dirty from weeks in the desert.
His hands had the calloused palms of a
tradesman, a carpenter. He and John
the Baptist may have embraced with the
familiarity of the cousins they were. This
man wades into the Jordan for a good,
solid dunking. As he rises from the water, the One who breathed life into Adam gasps for air like any other man.
But then "heaven was opened." The
clouds in the sky part miles above. "And
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove." An apparition
with substance sails through the sky. It
exudes gentleness and power all at once.
"And a voice came from heaven, 'You are
my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased.'" Can you imagine the sight?
For the crowd, there is no doubting what
they have seen, who they have seen. Can
you imagine this encounter with our
God who keeps His promises? What are
you waiting for?

Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 12
4:00 pm (SJ) † Gerald Murphy
By Tim & Tonya Wand
6:00 pm (SM) *† Ralph Rife
By Carol Fischer
Sunday, January 13
8:30 am (SM) * † Deceased members of Duffy
& Brus Family By Mike & Linda Duffy
10:15 am (SJ) For the People of SJ & SM
Monday, January 14 - No Mass
Tuesday, January 15
5:00 pm (SJ) *䘩Fr. Thomas Balog
By Fr. Dennis
Wednesday, January 16
8:30 am (SM)*† Lyman & Regina Hayes
By Marilyn Gollmer
Thursday, January 17 • •
8:30 am (SJ) *† Fr. William Knott
Fr. Dennis
Friday, January 18
8:30 am (SM)*† Ken Berlage
By Family
Saturday, January 19
4:00 pm (SJ)* † Ann Sheridan
By Erin Murphy
6:00 pm (SM)* For the People of SM & SJ
Sunday, January 20
8:30 am (SM) *† Don Fischer
By Carol Fischer
10:15 am (SJ) *† Gerald Murphy
By Bob & Rhonda Gibbs
*Pastor scheduled to celebrate

Respect Life Corner
Word Of Life
When we encounter Christ,
experience his love, and deepen our
relationship with him, we become more
aware of our own worth and that of others. His love for each person is cause
for great joy, and growing understanding of this priceless treasure motivates
us to share his love with others.

St. Anne Society
St. Anne Society meets monthly in Hanover at St. John’s
church hall.

Knights of Columbus
Fr. Ron Conro Knights of Columbus meet the third Tuesday
of each month at 6:30 pm in
the church hall at The Church
of St. Mary in Elizabeth.
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“And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I
am well pleased’” (Luke 3:22).
Dear Friends in Christ,
This weekend the Church celebrates the baptism of the Lord by John the
Baptist in the Jordan River. While Jesus had no sin, he nevertheless chose
to be baptized to show that his love for us sinners and his concern for our
condition were so great, he would accept the limitations and hardships of
the human condition, even death, in fulfillment of God the Father’s will
that he should save us from eternal death by his redemptive death on the
cross. This observance brings to a close the Christmas season. On Monday
we begin the first period of Ordinary Time, which goes until Ash Wednesday, when we start Lent.
Why is the baptism of the Lord part of the Christmas season? One
reason is that it is connected with the feast of Epiphany, which we celebrated last weekend. “Epiphany” means “manifestation,” and our tradition has
pointed out three particular occasions in the life of Jesus when his person
and his mission were especially manifested: at the visit of the magi, at his
baptism in the Jordan River, and at the wedding feast of Cana when he performed his first public miracle. In their gifts, the magi recognized Jesus as
God (with the gift of incense), as king (with the gift of gold), and as a man
who would die (with the gift of myrrh, a spice to anoint a body for burial).
At his baptism by John the Baptist, Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit
and approved for his mission by God the Father, the mission to humbly
take upon himself the guilt of all the sins of the human race for our salvation. At the wedding feast of Cana, Jesus performed the miracle of turning
water into wine, beginning to manifest his divinity, as a result of which his
disciples started to believe in him, to begin to recognize his special relationship with God.
Jesus was born to live, teach, heal, suffer, die, and rise for us. Jesus
is manifested to the truly wise of every nation who seek God; to sinners
who seek God’s forgiveness; and to his disciples, who wish to follow him
and thereby to grow to better know, love, and serve God, and to continue
his mission of reconciliation in the world.
May we all find in Jesus Christ the light of the world and the light of our
life. May we let him lead us out of all darkness, so that we and others
might have the fullness of light and life, in this world and in the next!
Next weekend we will have a second collection at all Masses for the National Appeal, the first of the “combined” appeals the diocese will have us
take up this year. Please use the envelope the diocese has mailed or will
mail to you. If you do not receive that envelope, we will have National Appeal envelopes for your use in the vestibule. Thank you for your generosity.
In Christ,
Fr. Dennis

ELIZABETH COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE
The Knights of Columbus #10212 will be sponsoring a blood drive at the
Elizabeth Community Bldg. in Elizabeth, IL on Thursday, January 31,
2019 from 12:30-5:30pm. For an appointment please call 1-800-7332767.
Stewardship Report - St. John
December 31, 2018
Weekly Offering
Christmas
Immaculate Conception

$841.00
$100.00
$10.00

January 6 & 7, 2019
Weekly Offering
Christmas
Solemnity of Mary

$796.00
$10.00
$330.00

SAINT JOHN NEWS
The collection for the National Appeal will be next weekend, January 19
& 20th. You should be receiving your envelope in the mail this week.
Please give what you can. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Vocations Corner by Fr. Manny Gomez– This time of year, after the
holidays, it seems that there is not a lot to do. Life in the parish slows
down; in most of the parishes there are not special activities or events,
lines for confession, and Mass attendance comes back to its regular numbers. Even nature seems to take a break during the winter season; trees
lose their leaves during fall, and look barren the whole winter season. Life
is still there.
Winter season is a time to prune trees. Some branches are cut off because
they are dead; others are pruned if they had been damaged by winds or
storm; other branches are pruned to make trees more beautiful and fruitful. Just like the trees we also can take advantage of this time of the
church (ordinary time) to cut off whatever is dead in our lives, or brings
death to our lives (i.e. a vice or a bad attitude towards others). We may
also take a look at those relationships damaged by the storms of hate and
misunderstanding in the past; or we may just look at ourselves and see in
what ways we can be more beautiful and fruitful.
Be aware! A tree that is not pruned may cause damage to our property. A
broken or dead branch that is not taken care of may fall on our home or
car. A tree that is not pruned does not bear much fruit. The same thing
happens with our lives, in particular with our vocation. If we don’t look
constantly into ourselves to cut off whatever is dead or broken within us,
we may be risking that a dead branch may collapse our vocation. It is also
true that if we don’t leave behind the things that do not allow us to be
more beautiful and fruitful, our vocation eventually will be like an old barren tree. Responding to God’s call is a continuous process of growth. Let
us ask God’s grace to keep growing in his friendship and love.
Parish Office
Phone (SM)……..…………......815-858-3422
Phone (SJ)….…………..…..….815-591-2258
Fax (SM)……………………......815-858-2622
Fax (SJ)………………….….....…815-591-2259
E-mail (SM).................stmary-elizabeth@
rockforddiocese.org
E-Mail (SJ) …….. st_john@frontier.com
Web..............www.stmaryelizabethil.org

Parish Staff
Pastor Dennis Morrissy
dmorrissy@rockforddiocese.org
Direct Voice Mail (815)388-8844
Deacon Dave Wilbricht 591-3329
Secretary/Bookkeeper
Karen Harkness…...815-291-4189
CRE-Laura Kuzniar815-858-5217
Mass Schedule*
Weekday
Monday: No Mass
Tuesday: 5:00pm (SJ)
Wednesday: 8:30am (SM)
Thursday: 8:30am (SJ)
Friday: 8:30am (SM)
Weekend:
Saturday: 4:00pm (SJ) 6:00pm (SM)
Sunday: 8:30am (SM) 10:15am (SJ)

Saturday 9:00-10 am (SM), 3:15-3:45pm
(SJ) or by appointment. Contact St.
Mary’s office for an appointment.

Sacrament of Marriage

Liturgical Roles
Saturday Jan. 19
Commentator…….......JoAnn Nolan
Lector……................…JoAnn Nolan
EM.......................Joe & Maria Kmiec
Sacristan....................................Maria
Sunday– Jan. 20
Commentator...…Julieanna Kuzniar
Lector……............Julieanna Kuzniar
EM…....E. Bonar & Mike & Laura K.
Altar Server.....................Cora Richie
Sacristan……….............Mary Wild

Reading of the Week
January 13, 2019
Sunday:
Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b
-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11
-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
Monday:
Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and
2b, 6 and 7c, 9 [cf. 7c]/Mk 1:1420
Tuesday:
Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab
and 5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:12, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Mk 1:29-39
Thursday:
Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c,
8-9, 10-11 [8]/Mk 1:40-45
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc,
6c-7, 8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12
Saturday:
Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9,
10, 15 [cf, Jn 6:63c]/Mk 2:13-17
Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 23, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11

ADVERTISER OF THE
WEEK

Engaged couples must call Fr. Morrissy
to begin their preparation at least
six months before their wedding date.

Sacrament of Baptism
Call Fr. Morrissy to begin preparation.

Sick or Hospitalized
Please notify Fr. Morrissy of family
members who are ill or in the hospital.

Pregnant?
There are alternatives to abortion!
If pregnant and in need of assistance, call
1-800-848-love. For local assistance, call
the Freeport Pregnancy Center at
815-232-5433.

(SJ)-St. John • (SM)-St. Mary
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Law-Jones
Funeral Homes

“Dedicated To The Celebration Of Life”
• Caring Service
• Professional Staff
• Affordable Pricing • Monument Selections
Visit our website
www.lawjonesfuneralhome.com
Preview Monuments
309 Chicago Avenue, Savanna, IL

1-800-525-2264

WHITMER
BODY
SHOP

KEN WHITMER
OWNER

201 Myrtle St.
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-858-2065

Lisa Hall Insurance
Agency Inc.
971 Gear Street, Galena • 815.777.0663
400 S. Main Street, Galena • 815.777.9202
151 N. Main Sreet, Elizabeth • 815.858.2221
11655 US 20 E., Stockton • 815.947.2000
www.IllinoisBank.com

Great Things Happen! ™

(815) 777-2697

John - (815) 858-0055
• Free Estimates
• Brick, Block, and Stone
Masonry
• Masonry Restoration
• Tuckpointing

• Flu Liner Install
• Chimney Repairs
• Concrete
• Concrete Repairs
• Caulking

keen.masonry@gmail.com

THE UPS STORE
FULL SERVICE COPY CENTER

Galena, IL • 815-776-0822
Dubuque, IA • 563-582-3030
Great Service, Locally Owned
BUICK • GMC TRUCKS

OFFICE

JO DAVIESS
MUTUAL INSURANCE CO

(815) 858-2230

Insuring Homes & Farms
Since 1887

201 MAIN STREET

101 Exchange St, Ste 201• Galena

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1925

(815) 777-2111

Apple River
Well & Pump
Company
Expert & Emergency Service
HOME • FARM • INDUSTRY

Contact Maggie Welter to place an ad today!
mwelter@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2601

JO DAVIESS AND CARROLL COUNTIES
1-800-WELL-SERVICE (1-800-935-5737)
EAST DUBUQUE 815-747-2727
“When Average...Just Isn’t Good Enough!”

815-858-3438

Excavating • Electrical
Tiling • Septic

Hanover Winter
Farmers’ Market

Stephenson
Service Company
(815) 858-3535
1336 US Hwy 20, Elizabeth

1487 US-20 W, Elizabeth, IL

(815) 858-9300

1st Sat. of the month
from 9-11am
Advertisement sponsored by

John & Sara Sullivan

101 West Main St • Elizabeth, IL 61028
(815) 930-0009
www.thethreeelizabethsguesthouse.com

Small Town
Saloon

River Valley
Collision

On Site Estimating
Free Pick Up & Delivery • Lifetime Warranty

111 N. Main Street

Mike Eveland, Owner
Over 18 Years Experience

Elizabeth IL

(815) 541-0011 (after hours)

815-858-9111

(815) 591-2200

228 Jefferson, Box 709
Hanover, IL 61041

Let Freedom Ring

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

STs John and Mary, Elizabeth, IL

Proud to put my name on your home...
Insured • Free Estimates

Exterior Maintenance on Decks, Siding, or Log Homes
Interior Staining, Painting, and Wall Repair

Mark A. Petsche • 815.291.5809

A 4C 01-1132

