
Pastor: Fr. Joachim Tyrtania  
 

Address: 112 E. Washington St.  
  Elizabeth, IL 61028  
Post Office: P.O Box 246  
Parish Phone: 1-815-858-3422  
Email address: 
    stmary-
elizabeth@rockforddiocese.org 
Website: www.stmaryelizabethil.org  
 

Office hours 
Tuesday and Thursday  
       8:30 a.m. to  3:30 p.m.  
Wednesday by appointment 
 

 Secretary/Bookkeeper  
Norma Schwirtz  
 phone ….815-238-2317  
 Email address:   
 nschwirtz@rockforddiocese.org  
 

CRE 
 Cheryl Rife 
  phone: 815-990-6818  
 Email address: Cheryl.rife@live.com  
 

Confessions  
      Wednesday & Friday:  8:00 a.m.  
 Wednesday from 5:00 p.m.-5:45 p.m. 
       Saturday: 5:30 p.m.  
       Sunday : 8:00 a.m.  

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Wednesday from 5:00 p.m.-5:45 p.m.
  Please join us in Prayer  

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

Please call the Parish Office at  
  1-815-8958-3422  
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office 6 
months prior to your wedding date.  

 
Sacrament of Anointing 

 During Mass on the First Friday of 
September and November  
 
For anointing of the homebound or 

in the hospital   
please call the Parish office at  
1-815-858-3422 .  In emergency call the 
Parish number any time-day or night . 

Catholic  
Church of St. Mary 

Mass Offerings 
September  4- 
 September 12, 2021 
 
Saturday, September 4  
4:00 p.m. SJ For the people 
6:00 p.m. † Maury Berlage   
  by Carole Berlage 
Sunday, September 5 
8:30 a.m. † Oscar Wegman     
 by John and Barb Scott 
10:15 a.m..  †   
Tuesday, September 7 
5:00 p.m. SJ  †  Susan  
 Sullivan Gable by Bob 
 Gable  
Wednesday,  September 8  
8:30 a.m. † Purgatorial 
  Society of 2020 
5:00-5:45 p.m. Adoration of   
 the Blessed Sacrament 
 and  Reconciliation  
6:00 p.m. † Pat Uhl by 
 Mary & Scott Lafferty 
Thursday, September 9 
8:30 a.m. SJ †  Fr. Bernard 
 Schaefer by the parish 
Friday, September 10 
8:30 a.m.. †  Marlene 
 Chunes by Tony Chunes  
Saturday, September 11  
4:00 p.m. SJ  † Jason Zeal 
 by the Dollar General  
 Employees 
6:00 p.m. † Maury Berlage 
 by Deb Altfillisch family 
Sunday, September 12  
4:00 p.m. SJ † Jean Sullivan 
 by Bob Gable 
6:00 p.m.  For the people  
  of  St. Mary 

 

 
 

Church of St. Mary 
Parish Mission Statement 

 
The Church of St. Mary, 
followers of Christ, are in-
spired by our Catholic faith 
to build on our  
traditions through the  
Eucharist, prayer and  
education.  As the family of 
God, and with one another, 
we desire to live our faith 
in the world. 

Please pray for 
 

Jennifer Sullivan 
Carol Northcroft 
Terri Ludwig 
Marge Misek 
Joe Jankowski 
 
For those who are 

victims of Hurricane Ida, the 
earthquake in Haiti, wildfires 
and other natural disasters 
 
For all who are suffering from 
depression or other illnesses 
 
 

Gospel readings for the week 
of  September 5, 2021 

Sunday, September 5, 2021…..  
 Mk 7:31-37 
Monday, September 6, 2021….  
 Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday, September 7, 2021….  
 Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday, September 8, 2021…  
  Mt 1:1- 16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Thursday, September 9, 2021… 
  Lk 6:27-38 
Friday, September 10, 2021…  
 Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday, September 11, 2021…  
 Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday, September 12, 2021 ….. 
 Mk 8:27-35 

 
September 

 5, 2021 
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Liturgy and Safety 
 
Saturday, September 11,2021 
6:00 p.m. 
Lector/Com….......Joan 
 
Sanitizing……...Toni Mika 
 
 
Sunday,   September 12, 2021    
 8:30 a.m.    
Lector/Com…..........1st reading/
response…. Avery 
 
2nd reading /prayers……..Isaac 
 
Sanitize Pews after Mass:Staff 
 

A plan of recovery 
 

 So that is where we have been and are again.   After many months of wearing masks, social distancing, pews being 
disinfected, being away from the actual church gathering, we find ourselves once more in a difficult position of building com-
munity within the restrictions that are necessary for our well-being.  It is not easy for us who want to worship in the presence of 
the Christ and his Church to wear masks again and practice social distancing.  These practices, however, are very important 
and they don’t take our freedom away from us.   While we each have our own opinions and feelings about the Bishop’s instruc-
tion on mask wearing, this direction helps us be together and to stay safe.  Instead of framing this guidance around the ques-
tion of our freedom, let us focus on how we have been asked to take care of our neighbor and ourselves.  It is SIGN of love that I 
have for you and myself. 
 

 There are visible disparities of the effects of the CVID-10: some have paid a terrible price, some have escaped without 
suffering, harm, or injury.  However, there are no two situations entirely alike.  That is the result of the pandemic.  Almost every 
parish in the country is facing the challenge of fewer people in the pews.  The rebuilding is very challenging.  With the new reg-
ulations, should we be preparing for success or failure?  Will our people come back?  How many?  When? What is the future of 
our faith communities? 
 

 The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy of Vatican II is very clear: our Mass is the most sacred act of human life and the 
highest act of worship.  It gathers together those who have gone before us and all who will come after us, together with Jesus 
Christ.  It makes us partners with God, and it offers food for our souls.  It is the source from which the grace is poured upon us.  
It is that place to which we go for reconciliation and peace, and where we reach communion with God and one another.  It is so 
central for us, that we should never miss an opportunity to participate in the Liturgy, to be enriched by its effects.   
 
 I ask that you please follow the instructions our Bishop has issued.   For some wearing masks again will be therapeu-
tic, for some it will be comforting, and for some it will spark frustration.  But this simple act is the key to our being able to re-
main together in prayer and worship.  Let us do everything we can to stay united and let love win. 
 

Fr. Joachim 

 
 
Only Jesus can turn a mess 
…..into a message 
 

     
    And a test……..into 

a testimony 

In a joint effort  
St. Mary’s and St. Paul 
Lutheran Churches 
were able to deposit 
$700 in Brynn Fry’s 
account for medical 
expenses.  This was 
raised from vegetable 
stand after church on two Sundays. 
 

Knights of   
Columbus 

 
Meet the third 
Tuesday every 
month at 6:30 

p.m. in St. Mary 
Church Hall.  
Next one is  

September 21 

  
     Before it was a federal holiday, Labor Day was recognized 
     by labor activists and individual states .After municipal  
     ordinances were passed in 1885 and 1886, a movement  
     developed to secure state legislation.  New York was the first    
state to introduce the bill but Oregon was first state to pass the bill in 
1887. By 1894, 23 more states had adopted the holiday, and on June 
28, 1894, Congress passed an act making the first Monday in September 
of each year a legal holiday. 
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Stewardship Report Week of  August 29, 2021 
 

Weekly Offering : $1322  
Weekly expenditures: $2600 
Deficit:  (-$1278) 
Votive lights: $11.00 
Stewardship Appeal: 
Goal: $$ 7563 
This week : $200 
Deficit ($1701) 
Haitian Collection: $659.00  

 

Family Faith Formation Program Begins in  
September!  

 
 The Religious Education Program for 2021-2022 is “Finding God”--a family  
catechesis program inviting parents to become primary catechists of their children.   
 "Finding God" Family Catechesis combines family group meetings and grade specific 
instruction by catechists with at-home sessions guided by parents.  This program is unique 
in that it helps parents grow in their own faith while they guide their children in core faith 
formation. 

September sessions: 
Sunday, September 12 from 6pm to 7:45pm  

Family night with parents and youth 
 

Sunday, September 26 from 6pm to 7:45 (youth only) 
 
 

SPECIAL REQUEST TO OUR PARISH  
COMMUNITY:    

To support our families in this unique program, would you consider being a one-time 'Kitchen Helper' for the 
Family Faith Formation program?  Just come on your chosen Sunday night and help out!  

Sign up in the rear of the church   

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Choosing Deafness 

 If you’re a parent, you know that hearing evaluations are usually done at a child’s annual physical exam starting 
around age four. The little person gets hoisted up onto the exam table, fitted with a pair of special headphones, 
and then they need raise their hand when they hear a sound. 

 I bet all of us parents who have sat through one of these tests with a preschooler — especially a particularly 
strong-willed one — have experienced a moment where we ask ourselves: I wonder if there’s something wrong 
with her hearing. Is that why she doesn’t listen to me? ‘Come here, put on your shoes, pick up your toys, finish 
your carrots, don’t touch that’ — she isn’t being naughty, she just can’t hear it! 

 And then that moment, for those of us whose kids passed the hearing test with flying colors, comes crashing 
down into a realization that, yep, they can hear just find. They’re just choosing deafness. 

 But how can we really get mad when we remember that we do the same thing to God day in and day out? I of-
ten wonder if God, sitting in His Heaven, tires of calling to us in the same way young parents tire of calling out 
unheeded directions to their small children. Help that person. Hear My voice. Open your heart. Give of yourself 
here. Talk to Me. 

 What is the call He wishes you to hear today? Can you hear it? Are you listening? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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815-858-3438
Excavating • Electrical

Tiling • Septic

(815) 858-3535(815) 858-3535
1336 US Hwy 20, Elizabeth1336 US Hwy 20, Elizabeth

Proud to put my name on your home...
Insured • Free Estimates

Exterior Maintenance on Decks, Siding, or Log Homes
Interior Staining, Painting, and Wall Repair

Mark A. Petsche • 815.291.5809

Law-Jones 
Funeral Homes

“Dedicated To The Celebration Of Life”
• Caring Service	 • Professional Staff 
• Affordable Pricing	 • Monument Selections

Visit our website 
www.lawjonesfuneralhome.com

Preview Monuments 
309 Chicago Avenue, Savanna, IL

1-800-525-2264

WHITMER 
BODY 
SHOP

KEN WHITMER 
OWNER

201 Myrtle St. 
Elizabeth, IL 61028 

815-858-2065

971 Gear Street, Galena • 815.777.0663 
400 S. Main Street, Galena • 815.777.9202 
151 N. Main Sreet, Elizabeth • 815.858.2221 
11655 US 20 E., Stockton • 815.947.2000 

www.IllinoisBank.com

Great Things Happen! ™

Lisa Hall Insurance 
Agency Inc.

(815) 777-2697

BUICK • GMC TRUCKS 

 
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1925

OFFICE 
(815) 858-2230

201 MAIN STREET

JO DAVIESS 
MUTUAL INSURANCE CO

Insuring Homes & Farms 
Since 1887

(815) 777-2111 
101 Exchange St, Ste 201• Galena

  

  

THE UPS STORE THE UPS STORE 
FULL SERVICE COPY CENTERFULL SERVICE COPY CENTER

Galena, IL • 815-776-0822  
Dubuque, IA • 563-582-3030 

Sam Fleege, Owner

Hanover Winter  
Farmers’ Market

Sat 9-11  
1st Sat. of the month
Advertisement sponsored by  
John & Sara Sullivan

Robert F. Chorak, D.D.S. 
Now at  

Galena Family Dental

202 Summit Street 
Galena, IL 61036

(815) 777-2338

Contact Justin Cooper to place an  
ad today! jcooper@4LPi.com 

or (800) 477-4574 x7903


