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It is history that Bishop O'Rourke selected 

the alternative means-- namely, the An-

nual Diocesan Appeal (formerly called the 

Annual Stewardship Appeal). By utilizing 

this annual appeal, the diocese can con-

tinue its valuable services while having a 

minimal effect upon parish incomes. At the 

same time, the parish tax has been abol-

ished entirely. By comparison, many dio-

ceses today have both an annual appeal 

and a parish assessment. 

 

A Diocese is, after all, a union of parishes, 

presided over by a Bishop and organized 

to fulfill Christ's mission in a given geo-

graphical area. While the work of Christ is 

done chiefly in the parishes, there are 

many tasks which require the administra-

tion and efforts of the larger Church, the 

Diocese.�
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May his soul rest in God’s eternal loving peace. 
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The story of the raising of Lazarus is 

designed to lead us to examine our own 

faith as disciples.  In John’s Gospel, dis-

cipleship was more important than Jesus’ 

miracles, growth in faith involves signifi-

cant struggle. 

The first phase of the challenge for the disciples comes 

when Jesus says he is ready to return to Judea — the area 

they had just left because people were preparing to stone 

him. Thomas speaks for the group saying in effect, “Are 

you stark raving mad?!” (John’s more respectful translation 

reads: “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, and 

you want to go back there?”) Jesus’ response is typical 

Christ-like conundrum, “If you walk in the day, you won’t 

stumble,” a statement so obvious that the disciples have to 

think about what it really means.  

By inviting the disciples to go with him, Jesus is saying 

that when they walk in his way his own inner light will 

dwell in them. Thomas didn’t quite get the importance of 

that promise. If Jesus were determined to head toward dan-

ger, he wouldn’t leave him to do it alone: “Let us also go to 

die with him.” If love and loyalty count for faith, Thomas 

had plenty of it. 

The second phase of the discipleship challenge came with 

Martha’s interaction with Jesus. Martha and Mary both let 

him know, “If you had been here, our brother would not 

have died.” But Martha didn’t stop with what hadn’t hap-

pened, she added her own open-ended request: “I know that 

God will do whatever you ask.” 

So far Martha has recognized Jesus as a dear friend. 

When Jesus tells her that Lazarus will rise, she hears that as 

a traditional teaching. Explaining further he says, “I am the 

resurrection and the life ... Do you believe this?” Martha’s 

response, theologically correct as it sounded, didn’t begin to 

grasp the depth of Jesus’ meaning. Thus, when he called for 

opening the tomb, she betrayed her lingering belief in the 

uncompromising power of death: “Lord, there will be a 

stench.” But Jesus, Son of the God who promised to open 

the graves of the people, called Lazarus back into life.  

Jesus wanted Martha to go a step further, to realize that 

God is the God of life. Death does not exist for God, at least 

not as tragedy, not as punishment, and not with the meaning 

the world ascribes to it.  

Knowing Jesus as the resurrection and the life changes 

everything. The story of the raising of Lazarus offers a vari-

ety of models of discipleship. John presents those who saw 

the restoration of life and came to believe. Then there’s 

Thomas and friends whose simple, sincere faithfulness 

would put them on the path to living in Jesus’ light. Finally 

we have Martha, invited to let Jesus be not just the teacher, 

healer and Messiah she expected, but the one who offered 

her his very life. Discipleship is a journey we’re invited to 

take in the light of the God of life. 


