APRIL 7, 2019

Pastor
Rev. James P. Henning, O.F.M. Conv.

Deacons
Patrick Comfort and Scott Whitehouse

Parish Office
Phone....cccoovvivieniieiiieeiee 217-935-3727
FaX tooiiiiiiieeeeececeiice e 217-935-4101
Emergency Cell ................... 309-838-3661
E-Mail............ stjohnsclinton@yahoo.com
Bulletin ........ stjohnsbulletin@yahoo.com

(Bulletin Items Due By Monday 9:00am)
Website....cooverninecnenns clintonstjohns.org

Parish Staff
Religious Education ....Sue Neuschwanger
Parish Secretary........c......... Debbie Askins
Bulletin Secretary .......... Kathie Summers
Parish Trustees ................. Francis Jackson
Becky Wisher
PPC President .......ccccceeeunnnes Tom Horsley

Parish Office Hours

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
9:00 am to 2:00 pm

Outreach Ministry Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9:30am to 2:30 pm

Confessions
Saturday 3:30 pm or by appointment.

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 am

Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday 8:00 am
Wednesday 8:00 am

Third Friday of the Month 10:00 am
(At Liberty Village Nursing Home)

It is history that Bishop O'Rourke selected
the alternative means-- namely, the An-
nual Diocesan Appeal (formerly called the
Annual Stewardship Appeal). By utilizing
this annual appeal, the diocese can con-
tinue its valuable services while having a
minimal effect upon parish incomes. At the
same time, the parish tax has been abol-
ished entirely. By comparison, many dio-
ceses today have both an annual appeal
and a parish assessment.

A Diocese is, after all, a union of parishes,
presided over by a Bishop and organized
to fulfill Christ's mission in a given geo-
graphical area. While the work of Christ is
done chiefly in the parishes, there are
many tasks which require the administra-
tion and efforts of the larger Church, the
Diocese.



Mass Intentions

FOR THE WEEK

Monday, April 8th
8:00am + Michael Henning

Tuesday, April 9th
8:30 am Mass at Sacred Heart FC

Wednesday, April 10th

8:00am + Allen Cooper
Thursday, April 11th
8:30am Mass at Sacred Heart FC

Friday, April 12th, Mass at Liberty Village N.H.
10:00 am The People of St. John The Baptist
and Sacred Heart Parishes

Saturday, April 13th, Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
4:00pm + Dorothy Smock

Sunday, April 14th, Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
8:30am + Bud & Bernadine Reynolds
10:30 am Mass at Sacred Heart FC

Lenten Cluster Penance Service

Thursday, April 11th
7:00pm
(at St. John's Clinton)

Several Franciscan priests will be available for private con-
fessions. Please take advantage of this opportunity to pre-
pare our hearts for the Resurrection of Jesus at Easter.

The people of St. John’s parish extend ey
our deepest sympathy to Janet White- “?;.-ﬁ%u#
house and her family at the loss of 45— "H*%
Janet’s father, Clifford Estes, this past *- Ffembor
week. We are sorry for your loss and will keep you and
your family in our prayers.

May his soul west in God’s etexnal loving peace.

dln

gt Saturday, March 30th 4:00pm
- and
Sunday, March 31st 8:30am

Sunday Envelopes........ccovveenveerereeennne, $1,964.00
[ Yo XY= TP T OO RURRRRR $327.00
Total Collection......ooeeeeeeeeeee e $2,291.00

March 23/24 Sunday Collection
Catholic Relief Collection

$1,921.00
$857.00

CUBS/CARDS
SPRING OUTING!!!

There are only 12 tickets
still available for the Cubs/
Cards game on Saturday,
May 4th at 3:05pm. Tickets are $75 each. Seats are
grouped together in Right Field Terrance, Section 230.
Please call the Parish Office at 935-3727 to purchase or
reserve your tickets now. Plans to hire a bus to take us
to Wrigley are currently underway. That means no has-
sling with parking. Payment is due no later than April
15th. Don’t miss out!

First Communion Breakfast
A reminder that next Saturday, April 13th is the First Com-
munion Breakfast, Pictures and Practice for St. John’s and
Sacred Heart second graders. Breakfast will begin at
8:00am at St. John’s Parish Hall. Please note earlier time!

Church Cleaning
Your help is needed! We will be cleaning the church on
Wednesday, April 17th at 10:00am in preparation for our
Easter celebrations. Your helping hands will make the work
go quicker. If you are available and would like to help out,
please be join us. All cleaning supplies will be provided.

Health Inspection Visit
Congratulations to Polly and each and every worker at the
Fish Frys. The Health Inspector checked the kitchen during
a recent meal preparation. She said, “I love to visit your
clean kitchen.” It passed with flying colors!

Collection Counters this week are
Mary Lou Barnett and Troy Vanover.
Thank you for serving in this way.

Holy Thursday {; 5 Tup
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7} w
7:00pm Sacred Heart, Farmer City | L\L

8:00pm St. Patrick, Wapella HDI}’ wWeek

Good Friday
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Veneration and Communion:
12:00pm St. Patrick, Wapella
3:00pm St. John's, Clinton
6:00pm Sacred Heart, Farmer City

Stations of the Cross & Veneration
5:00pm St. Patrick, Wapella
5:30pm St. John's, Clinton

(NO FISH FRY ON GOOD FRIDAY)

Easter Vigil
7:30pm St. John the Baptist, Clinton
(all 3 cluster parishes)

Easter Sunday
8:30am St. John the Baptist, Clinton

9:30am St. Patrick, Wapella
10:30am Sacred Heart, Farmer City
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‘It takes a village’'§
Gary Gullone, Polly Sl —
Daugherty, Barb =
Gullone and Dottie [ T

Hendricks make
the kitchen hum.

o |

Left - Dottie
Hendricks has
to convince
Don
Schlesinger
that he must
pay for the
combination
plate of fish
and shrimp.
Poor Don.

A Blast from the Past
Tim and Rita Hagen-
bruch heard about the
delicious fish even in
Decatur.

Above - Bill Spencer and Sherrie
Brown make sure the serving trays
and utensils are sparkling.

Above - Denny Madix proves
that a smile keeps ‘em com-
ing back for more.

Above - Sally Brieler, Marcia Nothnagel,
and Mary Lou Barnett enjoy this year’s
Fish Fry Menu. Don’t be surprised Mary
Lou, the shrimp on the menu brought in
lots of new customers!

Above - Maggie Jewitt, with
properly gloved hands, as-
sists people at the serving
window.

Many thanks to the following people who volunteered
their time to help make our Fish Frys a great success:

Bruce & Debbie Askins, Ethan Black, Sally Brieler, Sherrie
Brown, Mike & Lyn Corrigan, Mary K Dulany, Jim & Cathy
Falbe, Gary & Barb Gullone, Donna Hall, Connie Harrold,
Dottie Hendricks, Marilyn Hight, Jane Hooker, Tom &
Nancy Horsley, Maggie Jewitt, Dan & Cindy Jette, Bob
Kuntz, Denny & Kathy Madix, Kevin Mandrell, Billiemarie
Marshall, Annette McMath, Luis Mendoza Jr., Marla
Menter, Eric Millburg, Danny Moore, Rick Negrete, Paul &
Marcia Nothnagel, Mike Rakers, Melvin Riegel, Pat Sartie,
Bob & Angie Sarver, Don Schlesinger, Randy Shepherd, Jes-
sica Shoemaker, Bill Spencer, Steve & Nancy Stokowski,
Hector, Jazmin & Juan Valencia, Troy Vanover, and Mary
Kay & Tim Wolfe. Thank you all!!!

The RCIA Scrutinies
Third Scrutiny
The Raising of Lazarus

(This Gospel will only be proclaimed at the 8:30 am Mass)

The story of the raising of Lazarus is
designed to lead us to examine our own
faith as disciples. In John’s Gospel, dis-
[azarus come sur Cipleship was more important than Jesus’
miracles, growth in faith involves signifi-
cant struggle.

The first phase of the challenge for the disciples comes
when Jesus says he is ready to return to Judea — the area
they had just left because people were preparing to stone
him. Thomas speaks for the group saying in effect, “Are
you stark raving mad?!” (John'’s more respectful translation
reads: “Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to stone you, and
you want to go back there?”) Jesus’ response is typical
Christ-like conundrum, “If you walk in the day, you won’t
stumble,” a statement so obvious that the disciples have to
think about what it really means.

By inviting the disciples to go with him, Jesus is saying
that when they walk in his way his own inner light will
dwell in them. Thomas didn’t quite get the importance of
that promise. If Jesus were determined to head toward dan-
ger, he wouldn’t leave him to do it alone: “Let us also go to
die with him.” If love and loyalty count for faith, Thomas
had plenty of it.

The second phase of the discipleship challenge came with
Martha’s interaction with Jesus. Martha and Mary both let
him know, “If you had been here, our brother would not
have died.” But Martha didn’t stop with what hadn’t hap-
pened, she added her own open-ended request: “I know that
God will do whatever you ask.”

So far Martha has recognized Jesus as a dear friend.
When Jesus tells her that Lazarus will rise, she hears that as
a traditional teaching. Explaining further he says, “I am the
resurrection and the life ... Do you believe this?”” Martha’s
response, theologically correct as it sounded, didn’t begin to
grasp the depth of Jesus’ meaning. Thus, when he called for
opening the tomb, she betrayed her lingering belief in the
uncompromising power of death: “Lord, there will be a
stench.” But Jesus, Son of the God who promised to open
the graves of the people, called Lazarus back into life.

Jesus wanted Martha to go a step further, to realize that
God is the God of life. Death does not exist for God, at least
not as tragedy, not as punishment, and not with the meaning
the world ascribes to it.

Knowing Jesus as the resurrection and the life changes
everything. The story of the raising of Lazarus offers a vari-
ety of models of discipleship. John presents those who saw
the restoration of life and came to believe. Then there’s
Thomas and friends whose simple, sincere faithfulness
would put them on the path to living in Jesus’ light. Finally
we have Martha, invited to let Jesus be not just the teacher,
healer and Messiah she expected, but the one who offered
her his very life. Discipleship is a journey we’re invited to
take in the light of the God of life.



