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Pastor�

Rev. James  P. Henning, O.F.M. Conv.�

�

Deacons�

Patrick Comfort�

Sco� Whitehouse�

�

Parish	Of�ice�

Phone�����������������������������������217�935�3727�

Emergency Cell���������������������309�838�3661�

E�Mail�������������stjohnsclinton@yahoo.com�

Bulle"n����������stjohnsbulle"n@yahoo.com�

(Bulle"n Items Due By Monday 9:00am)�

Website……………………...clintonstjohns.org�

�

Parish	Staff�

Religious Educa"on������Sue Neuschwanger�

Parish Secretary��������������������Debbie Askins�

Bulle"n Secretary������������Kathie  Summers�

Parish Trustees�������������������Francis Jackson�

                                                  �Becky Wisher�

PPC President���������������������������Bill Spencer�

Parish	Of�ice	Hours�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday�

9:00 am to 2:00 pm�



Collec�on Counters this week are�

Mary Lou Barne� and Nancy Horsley.�

Thank you for serving in this way.�

CCD NEWS�Our End of Year Party was last Sunday. The 

kids enjoyed pizza and donuts while they did cra� projects 

and played games.  Everyone had a great !me.  We’ll see 

you next September!�

Monday, May 10th�

8:00 am   � Mother’s Day Novena �

� ���

Tuesday, May 11th�

8:30 am     � Mass at Sacred Heart FC�

��

Wednesday, May 12th�

8:00 am    � Mother’s Day Novena� �

�

Thursday,  May 13th �

8:30 am       � Mass at Sacred Heart FC�

�

Saturday, May 15th, Ascension of the Lord�

4:00 pm     � Mother’s Day Novena�

� �

Sunday, May 16th, Ascension of the Lord�

8:30 am     � Mother’s Day Novena�

10:30 am� Mass at Sacred Heart FC��

�

Saturday, May 1st 24th  4:00pm�

 and�

Sunday, May 2nd  8:30am �

�

Sunday Envelopes          $2,578.00�

Loose                                   $345.00�

Total Collec�on              $2,923.00�

Birthright Annual Baby Bo�le Fundraiser�

Hopefully, you took home a Birthright Baby Bo*le last 

weekend.  If you missed ge,ng a bo*le, there are s!ll 

some on the table in back of church.  Please fill it with 

coins, bills or a check and return it by May 30th.  Thanks to 

our generous donors, Birthright is able to provide many 

free services to families in our local area.  These services, 

including a 24/7 hotline, were made possible by the pro-

ceeds from last year’s Baby Bo*le Fundraiser.  Thank you 

for your generosity and commitment to life!!�

Feast of the Ascension of the Lord�

Please note that in the Diocese of Peoria, the  Solem-

nity of the Ascension has been permanently trans-

ferred to the 7th Sunday of Easter. �

Right:  Reese Pearson 

made drawings for 

Angie Sarver & Ms. 

Sue about "Be Kind".  

The Pearson family will 

be moving to Morton 

this summer due to parent’s job transfer. We will miss them.  �

Le>:  Best A?endance 

Awards went to (LtoR)

Sofia Naxi, Emmelissa 

Vazquez, Antonio 

Vazquez, Liam Wilson & 

Miguel Mendoza.  �

They each received a 

$5.00 cer"ficate to DQ. �

Good Luck Mike & Lyn! 

�

Mike and Lyn were sent off �

with a wonderful blessing and 

“teary” special song at the 

4:00pm Mass last weekend.  �

Parish News 

Altar & Rosary�End�of�Year dinner held this Tuesday, 

May 11th at 5:30pm at St. John’s Parish Hall.  RSVP to 

Donna Hall by May 9th at (217�871�8981.�

�

Eucharis�c Minister & Lector Training�Lector training on 

Wednesday, May 12th at 6:30pm.   Eucharis!c Ministers 

training on Wednesday, May 19th at 6:30pm. �

�

Current EM and lectors should a*end at 7pm for new info.�

We all said our good�byes at the reception held in the Parish 

Hall following Mass.  Good luck, dear friends, and enjoy your 

new home!�

Thank you to the Altar & �

Rosary Ladies for preparing �

a very nice reception.�



“I give you a new commandment: love one another.” Jesus 

made this pronouncement in his farewell discourse, during 

the Last Supper. Hence, it is his last and most urgent wish. 

As if he were saying: “I am going now. You might forget all 

the other things I did and said. Just don’t forget this one. 

This is the summary of everything I have told you.” And so 

it is indeed; for this is what our 

final “exam” will be about: Not 

about doctrines, not about cat-

echism, not about the Bible, 

but about LOVE: “I was hungry 

and you gave me food. I was 

thirsty and you gave me 

drink.” (Ma�hew 24: 34�36)�

�

During the early centuries of the Church, when Chris!ans 

were being persecuted and martyred, some of them 

offered to die in place of others (just like St. Maximilian 

Kolbe did during World War II in the concentra!on camp of 

Auschwich). The pagans were amazed at this and re-

marked, “See how they love one another.” �

�

Why is this commandment called new? What is new about 

it? Love of neighbor is found in the Old Testament: “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Levi#us 19:18) All 

other religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam) teach about 

love also. What, then, is new in Christ’s commandment? 

“As I have loved you,” that’s what is new. Our love has to 

be like Christ’s, that is, sacrificial. Not emo!onal, not ro-

man!c, but self�sacrificing � to the point of death. �

�

In the Gospel, Jesus proclaims that his followers must keep 

the commandment to “love one another as I love you.” 

Moreover, Jesus declares that selfless love comes from a 

willingness to sacrifice one’s life for others. In the Gospel 

narra!ve, Jesus is arrested soon a�er this proclama!on, so 

he is preparing his followers to understand and interpret 

his crucifixion as an example of selfless love (agape). �

�

Unfortunately, the world is filled with much hate. Not only 

are many people not living selflessly, but they are living 

with hatred and disregard for others. Even worse, many 

claim to be followers of Christ while spewing hatred to-

ward others. The love that is envisioned by the Johannine 

community may be difficult, but it is essen!al that we all 

work toward it. The readings proclaim that we come to 

know God by being like God. �

�

As to the ques!on of how we can show selfless love, we 

might reflect on Mar!n Luther King Jr.’s ideas about love 

and the Beloved Community: “Love is crea#ve and redemp-

#ve. Love builds up and unites; hate tears down and de-

stroys.” King’s vision of the Beloved Community was 

grounded in love, reconcilia!on, dignity and respect for all. 

Poverty, racism, violence and the condi!ons that stem 

from these evils are intolerable. By working to end hate 

and division, figh!ng condi!ons and prac!ces that dishon-

or others, we show our love for one another�and we 

come to know God by being more like God. �

Isidore has become 

the patron of farm-

ers and rural com-

munities. In partic-

ular, he is the pa-

tron of Madrid, 

Spain, and of the 

United States Na-

tional Rural Life 

Conference. �

When he was barely old enough to wield a hoe, Isidore en-

tered the service of John de Vergas, a wealthy landowner 

from Madrid, and worked faithfully on his estate outside the 

city for the rest of his life. He married a young woman as 

simple and upright as himself who also became a saint�

Maria de la Cabeza. They had one son, who died as a child. �

�

Isidore had deep religious instincts. He rose early in the 

morning to go to church and spent many a holiday devoutly 

visiting the churches of Madrid and surrounding areas. All 

day long, as he walked behind the plow, he communed with 

God. His devotion, one might say, became a problem, for 

his fellow workers sometimes complained that he often 

showed up late because of lingering in church too long. �

�

St. Isadore the Farmer also enjoyed a miraculous relation-

ship with his angel. Often, he would enter deep mystical 

prayer but would fall behind in his farming as a result. 

However, his angel would actually finish his work for him 

so that Isadore could continue praying. �

�

He was known for his love of the poor, and there are ac-

counts of Isidore’s supplying them miraculously with food. 

He had a great concern for the proper treatment of animals.�

�

He died May 15, 1130, and was declared a saint in 1622.�



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Clinton, IL A 4C 01-1172

200 S. Towanda Ave. 

Normal, IL 61761 

(309) 452-7445

400 North Chicago St. 

Lincoln, IL 62656 

(217) 732-1073

www.sugarcreekortho.com

atholic
en’s
roup

Join us in building Church through 
fund-raising activities and fun outings. 

Membership is open to all men of our area 
18 years and older. See inside bulletin for 

meeting times and dates.

K & S
Furniture

Downtown Farmer City 
202 S. Main • Farmer City

 309-928-9382
Hours: Tue-Fri 8am-5pm, Sat 9am-4pm

Low 
Sales 
Tax

FREE
Delivery

bright ideas in dry cleaning

John C. Larkin 
D.M.D.

Comprehensive 
Dentistry

PARISHIONER

Office HOurs By AppOintment

217-935-5216 
323 W. Washington St.

Fryman Tree 
Service

(217) 935-9281

PO Box 117 
Wapella IL 61777

Kevin & Kim Mandrell 
Owners

FRANCIS JACKSON 
OWNER

512 W. Van Buren 
217-935-BIGD 

bigd1985@icloud.com

Alex A. Calvert, Director    Serving All Faiths

Tim 
Leary
Owner
Operator

Retail

Open 7 Days

1522 E. College Ave. • Normal, IL

(309) 452-2222

302 W. Main St.
Clinton, IL 61727
Ph: 217-935-9470

JUSTIN FENTRESS
President

www.dewittsb.com

WATER CONDITIONING
• SALES • RENTALS • SERVICE

Free Water Analysis

100 EAST CLAY STREET 

217-935-3690

Contact Trey Hill to place an ad today! 
thill@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2613


