
DECEMBER 19, 2021�
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Administrator�

Rev. James Owusu�Yeboah, SMA�

�

Deacons�

Patrick Comfort�

Sco� Whitehouse�

�

Parish	Of�ice�

Phone�����������������������������������217�935�3727�

Emergency Cell������������������������������������309��

E�Mail�������������stjohnsclinton@yahoo.com�

Bulle n����������stjohnsbulle n@yahoo.com�

(Bulle n Items Due By Monday 9:00am)�

Website……………………...clintonstjohns.org�

�

Parish	Staff�

Religious Educa on������Sue Neuschwanger�

Parish Secretary��������������������Debbie Askins�

Bulle n Secretary������������Kathie  Summers�

Parish Trustees�������������������Francis Jackson�

                                                  �Becky Wisher�

PPC President��������������������������Bill Spencer�

Parish	Of�ice	Hours�

Monday and Wednesday�

9:30 am to 2:30 pm�

�

Outreach	Ministry	Hours�

Monday and Wednesday�

9:30 am to 2:30 pm�

�

Confessions�

Saturday 3:30 pm or by appointment.�

Weekend	Mass	Schedule�

Saturday�            �     4:00 pm�

Sunday� �            �     8:30 am�

�

Weekday	Mass	Schedule�

Monday� � �     8:00 am�

Wednesday� �     8:00 am�

Baptism�

Parents must be registered members and a7end a class prior to �

scheduling the Bap sm.  Contact the Parish Office for details.�

Marriage�

Couples planning a marriage need to contact the Pastor at least �

six months Prior to the date of the wedding.  �

Pastoral		Care�

Contact the Parish Office for a home visit or Anoin ng of the Sick.�



Collec�on Counters this week are�

Silvia Comfort and Nancy Wikoff.�

Thank you for serving in this way.�

Monday, December 20th�

8:00 am� For the People of St. John the Bap0st 

� �� � and Sacred Heart Parishes and�

� �� � Their Benefactors �

�

Tuesday, December 21st�

8:30 am     Mass at Sacred Heart FC�

��

Wednesday, December 22nd�

8:00 am     +� Allen Cooper�

�

Thursday, December 23rd�

8:30 am     � Mass at Sacred Heart FC�

�

Friday, December 24th, Na�vity of the Lord�

5:00 pm      +� Don & Mary Jackson�

11:30 pm    +� Bob, Rita and David Gaddy�

�

Saturday, December 25th, Na�vity of the Lord�

10:30 am     � Mass at Sacred Heart FC�

4:00 pm� NO Mass�

�

Sunday, December 26th, �

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph�

8:30 am     +� Sonny, Wilma, Steve, Chris Buraglio�

10:30 am� Mass at Sacred Heart FC��

�

Saturday, December 11th  4:00pm�

 and�

Sunday, December 12th  8:30am �

�

�

       Sunday Envelopes����������������������������������$2,457.00�

       Loose������������������������������������������������������...$278.00�

       Total Collec�on��������������������������������������$2,735.00�

Prayers for Those in Nursing Homes�

Sue Thompson�

�

Prayers for the Sick�

Kay Bailey, Mary Lou Barne�, Pamela 

Boatright, Connie Brown, Martha Cooper, 

Phyllis Fehr, Roy Harrold, Bev Hartsock, Mary Hirsch, Linda 

Kilgarriff, Pa�y Lecomte, Steve Lighthall, Mike Mannix, Tina 

Mannix, Joni Mollet, Fran Runyen, Bill Sargent, Angie Wal-

den, Rita Williams, Bre� Willits, Florence Workman, 

Charles M. Yeagle.�

CCD K�8 Classes  �  CCD classes meet today,  December 

19th in the Parish Hall following the 8:30am Mass.    �
�

Confirma0on Class � Class does not meet this Wednes-

day.  Class will resume on January 5th.�

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Friday, December 24th�

4:00pm St. Patrick Wapella�

5:00pm St. John Clinton�

10:30pm St. Patrick Wapella�

11:30pm St. John Clinton�

(Carols begin at 11:00pm)�

�

Saturday, December 25th�

10:00am St. Patrick Wapella 

10:30am Sacred Heart Farmer City�

�

(Please note:  NO 4:00pm Mass on Dec. 25) 

Father Jim Update:  Father Jim has moved to a Rehab 

Facility in Pontiac.  If you would like to send a get well 

card or a Christmas card his address is: Accolade 

Healthcare of Pontiac, 300 W Lowell Ave, Room 116, 

Pontiac, IL  61764.  �

Christmas Eve Music�

Please join us before the 11:30pm Mass on Christmas Eve 

to sing Christmas carols led by St. John’s Choir.  This has 

become a very popular tradi9on in recent years.  Carols 

begin at 11:00pm.  Everyone is welcome.�

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God�

New Year’s Day, January 1st, is the Solemnity of Mary, the 

Holy Mother of God.  This year it is not a Day of Obliga9on 

because it falls on Saturday.  However, one Mass will be 

offered for both parishes on Friday, December 31st at 

5:30pm at Sacred Heart in Farmer City.�

Re0red Religious Fund Collec0on�

A reminder that a second collec9on will be taken this 

weekend, December 18th & 19th a=er Communion for the 

financial support of the Re9rement Fund for the Religious.  

Please use the envelopes that were distributed last week-

end.  Please help support the men and women who have 

served us.  �

Readings for Christmas Vigil Mass: Isaiah 62:1�5/Acts of 

Apostles 13:16�17,22�25/Ma5hew 1:18�25�

Reading for Christmas Mass in the Night:  Isaiah 9:1�6/Titus 

2:11�14/Luke 2:1�14�



"Behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and 

you shall name him Jesus." 

Today is the last Sunday of the 

Advent season, and we hear in 

the Gospel the anticipation of 

the feast we will celebrate in 

just one day. Christmas is com-

ing! Jesus is on his way!�

�

We have had weeks to prepare 

for this momentous occasion, 

and now we are on the very 

verge of its arrival. The children 

in our midst can hardly contain 

their excitement as they wait to wake up on Christmas 

morning. The thrill of this coming moment is meant to 

remind us of the joy and anticipation we should all feel 

as we await the coming of Christ. Yes, Christmas is a 

great feast, but there is more here than a remembrance 

of the past or a fabulous party in the present. There is a 

looking�ahead as well. We celebrate as we anticipate.�

�

Much as Mary must have waited in wonder during the 

nine months of her pregnancy, we wait in hopeful expec-

tation as Christians looking forward to being reunited 

with our Savior. Our future is full of hope. The deflating 

melancholy that afflicts many people after a holiday runs 

its course need not be the experience of the Christian 

waiting for Christ. We are always looking forward to 

something! There is never a moment when we have no 

cause for joy. Our lives are lived in a kind of unending 

advent as we stand in watchful waiting.�

�

Let us remember this as we enter into our Christmas Eve 

gatherings and festivities. As we join with family and 

friends to share in the good things of this life, may we 

carry with us the joy of knowing that even better things 

lie in store for us who welcome the infant Jesus into our 

hearts and homes.�

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
�

The birth of the Messiah gives the church great hope. Alt-

hough secular celebrations of Christmas ignore the signifi-

cance of the holy day, the church gives us Advent to help us 

keep our focus. We reorient our hearts and minds to recall, 

once again, the mysterious glory of the Incarnation. In these 

weeks of yuletide preparation, we stop to remind ourselves 

what it means to be Christian, in case we have begun taking 

it for granted. To be Christian is to believe that God is truly 

with us, in the most personal, intimate way imaginable; he 

is one of us! "They shall name him Emmanuel, which 

means 'God is with us.'" Through the Incarnation, God be-

came human and lived among us to love us, to guide us, to 

heal us, and to strengthen us. It is the promise of a savior 

given through the early prophets, a promise that the faithful 

held dear as they waited. As that most beautiful of all anni-

versaries approaches, celebrate this season remembering the 

greatest gift ever given to every person��the gift of a Savior.�

�

A woman, short of years but abundant in wisdom, hears the 

call of God through an angel and all of creation waits for 

her response. The story of the Annunciation in this Sunday's 

Gospel places on a major stage the relationship humanity 

has with God the Father. His love for us is so great he 

would seek to become like us in the Incarnation, and then 

by his death and resurrection save us from death so that we 

may live forever with him. The entire cosmic plan hinges 

on the response of one girl.�

�

Have you ever had to make a decision that would entirely 

change your life and the lives of those around you? Has 

God ever asked you to risk it all for the kingdom? Maybe 

the question came in the form of a loved one's death. Per-

haps a cross�country move or a job change was the request. 

Confronting the reality of the call made your stomach ache 

and your head spin. What was your response?�

�

As this Advent draws to a close, and a new calendar year 

lies just beyond your Christmas tree, let us pray that when 

the call comes we may respond as mature disciples. Age 

does not define maturity. Neither does experience. Maturity 

is defined by how we respond to God in those most chal-

lenging of moments. This Christmas, may a young girl in a 

far off land lead us to an infant Child who one day will 

most certainly ask us a question that will shake us to our 

core, and may our answer echo hers, "yes."�

Each year, this season of Advent comes 

around. Today we bless the fourth and last 

candle on our wreath. Let us ask God to bless 

our family on this final Sunday in Advent: 

 

God of surprises, today we hear about the surprise that 

Mary experienced.  She is pregnant with your Son!�

�

Help our family to be obedient to your surprises,�

however they may spring up in our lives.  All of your 

gifts work for the benefit of your people.�

�

When we light this final candle on our 

wreath,  let us bring your surprise gift 

of love to our neighbors and friends.�

�

We ask this through Christ, who is the 

ultimate surprise gift to the world.�

�

Amen.�

One great way to prepare for the 

savior’s coming at Christmas is to 

receive the Sacrament of Reconcili-

a9on.  An Advent Penance Service 

has been scheduled for this Tues-

day, December 21st at 7:00 pm at St. John’s Church.  The 

people of St. John’s Clinton, Sacred Heart Farmer City, and 

St. Patrick’s Wapella parishes are all encouraged to join us 

for this great act of prepara9on.� December 21st�



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Clinton, IL A 4C 01-1172

200 S. Towanda Ave. 

Normal, IL 61761 

(309) 452-7445

400 North Chicago St. 

Lincoln, IL 62656 

(217) 732-1073

www.sugarcreekortho.com

atholic
en’s
roup

Join us in building Church through 
fund-raising activities and fun outings. 

Membership is open to all men of our area 
18 years and older. See inside bulletin for 

meeting times and dates.

bright ideas in dry cleaning

John C. Larkin 
D.M.D.

Comprehensive 
Dentistry

PARISHIONER

Office HOurs By AppOintment

217-935-5216 
323 W. Washington St.

Fryman Tree 
Service

(217) 935-9281

PO Box 117 
Wapella IL 61777

Kevin & Kim Mandrell 
Owners

FRANCIS JACKSON 
OWNER

512 W. Van Buren 
217-935-BIGD 

bigd1985@icloud.com

Alex A. Calvert, Director    Serving All Faiths

Tim 
Leary
Owner
Operator

Retail

Open 7 Days

1522 E. College Ave. • Normal, IL

(309) 452-2222

302 W. Main St.
Clinton, IL 61727
Ph: 217-935-9470

JUSTIN FENTRESS
President

www.dewittsb.com

WATER CONDITIONING
• SALES • RENTALS • SERVICE

Free Water Analysis

100 EAST CLAY STREET 

217-935-3690

Contact Trey Hill 
 to place an ad today! 

thill@4LPi.com  
or (800) 950-9952 x2613


