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LITURGY	SCHEDULE�

Weekends�

Sunday       10 am�

Weekdays�

Monday�Thursday 5:15 pm�

Reconciliation�

Sundays: 9:15 am � 9:45 am�

Tuesdays: 4:15 pm � 5 pm�

Eucharistic	Adoration�

First Saturday at 8:30 am�

Decatur	Catholic	Radio�

WDCR 88.9/96.5�

The	well	the	never	dries	up!�

Depending on how your mood is today, the words of Paul 

will hit you differently. “Rejoice always,” he tells us. Well, if 

your football team is poised to win this weekend or next, 

maybe you’re really feeling this vibe. But if you’ve got a long 

slog at work ahead of you this week and a to�do list that only 

seems to grow and never shrink, it may make you grumble. �

“Rejoice always? Always? When I’m tired? Cranky? When I’m 

sick of doing and giving? Thanks, Paul. I’ll be sure to scribble 

that phrase on a Post�It and stick it to my dashboard for 

when some entitled person inevitably cuts me off on 

tomorrow’s morning commute.”�

When we feel this way, we know it’s time to head back to the 

well. Think of all the places in Scripture where God 

compares His love, His mercy, His salvation to water. And 

not just any water � living water, water that moves. �

God’s strength is not a stagnant puddle sure to evaporate 

and disappear. It’s water you can keep coming back to. It’s 

water that never dries up. �

CONTEMPLATE�

Exhorting	and	Expecting�

Even in these troubled times, we 

are urged to rejoice this day, this 

week, this season. The question 

posed by nearly everyone to John 

the Baptist � What should we do? 

� is also our question. �

Saint Paul reminds us that the 

Lord is near. While we actively 

wait for Jesus Christ to come 

again, we are told to be merciful 

and just. �

��What in my closet can be given 

to clothe someone in need? �

��What actions in my job or my 

retirement can be fairer and 

more just? �

��What words from my mouth will 

speak only truth? �

�



Living	the	Joy	of	the	Gospel�

This Sunday, we celebrate Gaudete	Sunday, so 

named for the Latin “Introit” for the Third Sunday of 

Advent (an introit is that little phrase spoken by the 

priest to start Mass; we don’t often use it in our 

Sunday liturgies because we sing 

a hymn to start Mass, but you’ll 

notice it if you come to a daily 

Mass, which often has no music). 

Our introit this Sunday states: 

“Gaudete in Domino semper: 

iterum dico, gaudete!” For those 

of use who don’t speak Latin, 

that’s: “Rejoice in the Lord 

always: again I say, rejoice!”�

The call for this Sunday is to rejoice. Advent is by 

nature a penitential season, like Lent, albeit a little 

less intense. In fact, before “Advent” existed as a 

Church season, the Church celebrated “St. Martin’s 

Lent,” referring to the fasting season observed from 

the feast of St. Martin (on November 11) to 

Christmas. But as in Lent, we as a Church take a 

moment here in the midst of our penitence and 

waiting to remember the Lord’s call to joy. We take 

note of the ways that here and now, even in the 

midst of our waiting for God to fulBill His promises 

among us, we already experience the blessing and 

providence of God.�

Israel had a keen sense of this�that even in the 

midst of their afBlictions and hardships, God was 

always at work in sustaining and blessing His 

covenant people. Take for example Psalm 13, what 

is known as an “individual lament psalm.” The 

psalm starts out in great desperation: “How long, O 

Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you 

hide your face from me?” Clearly words that are 

spoken in the midst of great torment or afBliction. 

And yet the same psalm, a mere Bive verses later 

emphatically proclaims: “But as for me, I will trust 

in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your 

salvation. I will sing to the Lord, because he has 

dealt bountifully with me.”�

To the casual observer, this probably sounds 

nonsensical. How can a person who is in the depths 

of anguish, feeling forgotten by the Lord, exclaim 

just seconds later that he will rejoice on account of 

how “bountifully the Lord has dealt with him?” Well, 

that’s just it…if we’re really paying attention, even in 

the moments of greatest desperation, when we’re 

tempted to think that the Lord isn’t paying attention 

to us, we can always look to the goodness of the 

Lord and how providentially He has blessed us. �

At bare minimum, the Lord is sustaining us in being, 

giving us the joy of existing (after all, it should be a 

joy to “be!”); but often, there are blessings aplenty 

besides, for which reason we are called to take joy in 

the ways that the Lord continues to sustain us in His 

grace.�

The old adage applies here: “you Bind what you’re 

looking for.” If you’re looking for joy here in the 

midst of our waiting for the King’s coming, there’s 

plenty of reasons for joy. If you’re looking for a 

reason to be fussy, well, no doubt there are reasons 

for that too. Our call this Gaudete Sunday is to take 

joy, to remember the good things of the Lord, and to 

be thankful for all the blessings He bestows.�

This Sunday is also happens to be the feast day of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas. 

She stands as a reminder of hope, promising her 

presence to those who wait in patience for the Lord. 

May her intercession bring you joy as you await the 

coming of her Son! ¡Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 

ruega por nosotros!� � � �

A	Special	Christmas	Gift	for	You!�

Based on his own heart�wrenching 

personal journals, in Life	is	Messy  

Matthew Kelly shares how the worst 

three years of his life affected him, by 

exploring this question: Can someone 

who has been broken be healed and 

become more beautiful and more 

lovable than ever before? The answer will Bill you 

with hope. There has never been a more urgent need 

for us to attend to what is happening within us. �

This	special	gift	for	you	from	a	generous	parish	

family	will  teach you how to apply the great 

spiritual lessons Matthew has learned to our own 

lives.  You	can	pick	one	up	as you leave church, or 

get one from the table on the rectory porch!�



St. Thomas the Apostle │ 3�

�

Sunday, December 12�

� 10 am   					For	All	Parishioners�

�

Monday, December 13    �

  �5:15 pm �    Brian	Ascheman	†	�

Tuesday, December 14  �

  �5:15 pm �     Mary	Kraus	†�

Wednesday, December 15�

  5:15 pm �    Mary	Welch	†	�

Thursday, December 16      �

  �5:15 pm �    asd	†		�

Friday, December 17�

  � � No	Mass�

Saturday, December 18

No	Mass

Sunday, December 19�

� 10 am   					Pat	Hayes		†�

Please	Remember	in	your	Prayers			�

All	who	are	Ill	at	Home	or	in	the	Hospital�

and	their	Families	and	Caregivers�

�

Irene Crotser,	Kevin Henry, Polly Hensley,�

Brian Hill, Sawyer Dale Hunter, Anonymous, �

Don Keefner, Kelly McLean, Trey McLean,�

Lucia Molloy, Christina Mooney, Lucia Mounce,�

Rev. Msgr. James O’Shea, Joe Perry,�

Kay Russell, Roz Sandage, Renee Saunches, �

Virginia Thompson, JoAn Wayne, �

Norma Wilson, Tami Wittenauer, �

Rev.	David	Zimmerman�

�

Please call the parish of�ice or email 

StThomasDecatur@gmail.com to add or remove a name. �

��

��

                                           

� � � Collected� Budgeted�

December 5� $4,765.� $5,000.�

            �

Year�to�Date:� $108,689.� $115,000.�

Short/Ahead:� �	$6,311.�

R/M Donations���������������������������������������������������������$80.�

Sister Parish Donations�������������������������������������$179.�

Christmas Offering ����������������������������������������������$415.�

Christmas Flowers ������������������������������������������������$50.�

Retired Religious�����������������������������������������������������$20.�

Catholic Children’s Home�����������������������������������$25.�

Thank	you	for your continued generosity in 

supporting the church. Envelopes may be mailed 

to the parish ofBice, or slipped through the mail 

slot on the ofBice door. �

Online	giving	is	also	available:�

https://parishgiving.dio.org/stthomasdecatur �  �

Rev.	Michael	Friedel,	Pastor�

� mfriedel@dio.org     (217) 877�4404�

Rev.	Michael	Trummer,	Parochial	Vicar�

mtrummer@dio.org    (217) 877�4404�

Rev.	Richard	Weltin,	Pastor	Emeritus�

Deacon	Kevin	Richardson�

� deaconkev@gmail.com   (217) 877�4146�

Vern	Wilson,	Plant	Manager	(volunteer)�

�

Parish	Of9ice�

Open Mon�Thurs., 9am�noon�

2160 N. Edward Street, Decatur, IL 62526�

(217) 877�4146�

StThomasDecatur@gmail.com�

http://www.StThomasDecatur.com�

Of9ice	Hours:	9am�noon, Monday�Thursday�

Parish	Of�ice�
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The	Knights	of	Columbus�

Council	577	Sunday	Breakfast�

Please join us on Sunday 

December 12 from 8am until  

Noon at the KC Hall located at   

520 E. North St. behind St. Patrick 

Church. The All You Can Eat Menu will consist 

of Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Pancakes, 

Biscuits & Gravy, Hashbrowns with Coffee, 

Orange Juice & Milk. Adults $10, Children 

under 12 $5 and free for children 5 and 

under. No Carry Outs or To Go Orders.�

Grow	Closer	to	Jesus	During	Advent�

Advent	Adoration	by	Candlelight�

Candlelight Adoration with Confessions and 

Guided Meditation�

��Mon.	11/29	� Our Lady of Lourdes 7�8pm�

��Sun.	12/5	� Holy Family 7pm�8pm�

��Fri.	12/17	� St. Thomas 4:30�5:30pm�

��Thur.	12/23	� Our Lady of Lourdes 5�9pm

(confessions 5�6pm)�

��Sun.	1/2	� Christmas Candlelight Service �

5�6:15pm (with sung Christmas Carols)�

Penance	Service�

��Sun. 12/19	� Our Lady of Lourdes 2pm�

Advent	Bible	Study:	�

The	Infancy	Narratives�

��Tue. 12/14	� Our Lady of Lourdes 7�8pm�

��Tue. 12/21	� Our Lady of Lourdes 7�8pm�

Classes	hosted	in	the	Enrichment	Center�

Next	Weekend�

Traditional	Blessing	

of	the	Baby	Jesus	

Figurines�

Next weekend, Dec. 19, we 

celebrate the beautiful 

tradition of the Blessing of 

the Christ Child Bigurines that will be placed in 

the nativity sets in our families’ homes.�

Please bring the Christ Child from your home 

nativity set and have it blessed at the end of 

Sunday Mass.�

Christmas	Card	List	Change/Addition	�

JoAn	Wayne			(change	of	address)�

Hickory Point Christian Village�

Haven House, Rm. 305�

565 West Marion Ave.�

Forsyth, IL  62535�

Patty	Hoffman�

Carriage Crossing Senior Living�

2650 N Monroe St�

Decatur, IL  62526�

Mass	for	Christmas	Eve	(Friday)�

Friday, Dec. 24, 4:00 pm at OLOL�

Friday, Dec. 24, 5:00 pm at St. Thomas�

Friday, Dec. 24, 7:00 pm at OLOL � in Spanish�

Mass	for	Christmas	Day	(Saturday)�

Dec. 25, 12:00 am Midnight at OLOL�

Dec. 25, 7:30 am at OLOL�

Dec. 25, 9:30 am at OLOL�

Dec. 25, 10:00 am at St. Thomas�

Mass	for	Sunday,	Feast	of	the	Holy	Family�

Dec. 26, 7:30 am at OLOL�

Dec. 26, 9:30 am at OLOL�

Dec. 26, 10 am at St. Thomas�

Dec. 26, 11:30 am at OLOL � in Spanish�

Mass	for	New	Year’s	Eve	(Friday)�

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God�

(Not	a	Holy	Day	of	Obligation	this	year)�

Dec. 31, 6:30 pm at OLOL�

There is no 5:15 p.m. Mass at St. Thomas�

Mass	for	New	Year’s	Day	(Saturday)�

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God�

8:30 a.m. St. Thomas�

9 a.m. at OLOL�

11:30 am at OLOL (in Spanish)�

Regular	Saturday	and	Sunday	Mass	Schedule	

at	OLOL	and	St.	Thomas	on	Jan.	1/2�

Christmas	and	New	

Year’s	Mass	Schedule�

If you are planning  your 

Christmas and New Year’s 

schedule, here is the Mass 

schedule for Our Lady of Lourdes and �

St. Thomas the Apostle.  �
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                    (217) 330-7485
Order Online at DelCarmensPizza.com

2855 N. Water St. • Decatur, IL 62526
Tues - Fri 11am - 9pm 

Sat 4pm - 9pm • Sun - Mon Closed

B & W II
ASPHALT PAVING 
& SEALCOAT CO.

877-8362
P.O. Box 448 Forsyth, IL

Graceland/Fairlawn 

www.gracelandfairlawn.com 

217-615-0769

Moran & Goebel 
www.moranandgoebel.com 

217-615-0793

Contact Brandy Stivers 
to place an ad today! 
bstivers@4LPi.com or  
(800) 950-9952 x2609

Honor the life of your
loved one with the
experts at helping
you say goodbye.

A service as
unique
as your
loved one.

brintlingerandearl.com

Honor the life of your
loved one with the
experts at helping
you say goodbye.

A service as
unique
as your
loved one.

brintlingerandearl.com

Honor the life of 
your loved one 
with the experts 

at helping you say 
goodbye. 


