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CONTEMPLATE
Transfigured

We have all had moments when we seem to get a glimpse of 
Heaven. 

For me, they come with the sacraments: in the pew 
following my First Communion, kneeling before the 
bishop as he sealed my forehead with oil at my 
Confirmation, standing opposite my husband on our 
wedding day, cradling my newborns as the priest 
poured holy water over their little foreheads, claiming 
them for Christ.
Moments when the veil between this world and the one 
to come is pulled away, and our hearts cry out: “Lord, it 
is good we are here.”
Like Peter at the Transfiguration, we desperately wish 
the feeling would last forever. We want to hang onto 
the certainty, the confidence and the joy that radiates 
from our souls. We want to spend forever looking upon 
the transfigured face of Christ.
But we are not in heaven yet. We raise our eyes, 
seeing only this world before us, the words of Jesus 
ringing in our ears: “Rise, and do not be afraid.”
“His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not be 
taken away, his kingship shall not be destroyed.” — Daniel 
7:14
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It Is Good We Are Here!
Every August 6th, the Church 
celebrates the Feast of the 
Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The event that this feast 
commemorates is one of the most 
powerful and life-changing 
experiences that Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee had during their 
three years of discipleship with Jesus 
Christ. In his words, Peter explained 
in the second reading this Sunday the 
authenticity, efficacy, and majesty of 
Jesus and his gospel message. Peter emphatically 
admitted how he and the disciples were eyewitnesses 
of Christ’s majesty and the glory and honor he 
received from God.
Many notable events occurred during their ministry 
and discipleship of our Lord, which can be referenced 
in today’s second reading. However, the Church picks 
the Transfiguration event and links it to Peter’s 
testimony in the reading. To understand the weight of 
this testimony and the rationale behind associating his 
testimony with the Transfiguration event, one must 
prayerfully reflect on the prophetic utterance of the 
apostle upon the glorious and mystical sight of Moses 
and Elijah on Mount Tabor. Peter exclaimed: LORD, 
IT IS GOOD WE ARE HERE!
Overwhelmed by that mystical encounter of the divine 
bodies conversing with Jesus, the radiance of their 
faces and garments, and the mysterious voice of God 
bearing witness to the divinity of Jesus, Peter, 
intoxicated with joy, screamed: LORD, IT IS GOOD 
WE ARE HERE! It is good we are here to witness the 
divine declaration of your divinity, and to see how the 
heavenly bodies keep watching over you – Lord and 
Redeemer of humanity.
At Mass, we witness a similar event – a mystical event 
in which divinity converses with humanity. At Mass, 
we have the privilege to witness the divine exchange 
where our Lord transforms himself in the eucharistic 
species at consecration so we can receive him. When 
this happens, we exclaim like St. Peter: LORD, IT IS 
GOOD WE ARE HERE! It is good we witness the 
glorious exchange and receive you in the hallowed 
species of Holy Communion.
After that miracle of transfiguration, Peter and the 
other disciples went forth and lived and preached what 
they experienced. That way, the thousands of 
generations after them receive and continue to practice 
the faith. In the same way, our Lord wants us to go 
forth after each Mass, encouraged to live out and 
preach the miracle of the Eucharist. We do this as 
faithful Catholics by allowing our lives and actions to 
be a testimony of the majesty of Christ and his gospel 

Fr. Peter Chineke,
Parochial
Administrator

message. When we do this, the generations coming 
after us will still have the Catholic faith and enjoy the 
divine riches of the Eucharist.
Happy Feast of Transfiguration to all our parishioners 
and friends.
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St. Thomas the Apostle │ 3

Cynthia Harding †

Delmer Collett †

Lenora Lee †

Margaret Hynen †

Matthew Kirby †

Fr. Nick Husain

No Mass 

Polly & Norman Hensely †

† Deceased

Please Remember in your Prayers   
All who are Ill at Home or in the Hospital

and their Families and Caregivers
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Tickets Available Now for Diocesan-
Wide Celebration of the Eucharist

Please contact the Parish Of ice to reserve 
your tickets. 

Request a Mass Intention

the 
parish of ice at  877-4146. 

CYNTHIA TURNS 90!!! 
Please stop by!!

Saturday August 19th, 2023!!! 
2-6 pm Open House

KC Hall (Hall at 520)
520 E North St, Decatur, IL

NO GIFTS PLEASE!!!
Food/drinks available.

Part-Timee Parishh Secretaryy Needed

The position of part-time parish secretary is 
needed at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish.

Office hours are as follows:

8amm too 12pmm  
Mondayy throughh Fridayy 

If you are interested please speak with Fr. 
Peter Chineke in person or call 
217-877-41466 or email the parish at: 
stthomasdecatur@gmail.com

Part-Time Parish Maintenance Needed

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish is needing a part-
time maintenance person.

Hours of Operation:
7am-12pm
Monday through Friday

If you are interested please speak with Fr. 
Peter Chineke in person or call 
217-877-4146 or email the parish at: 
stthomasdecatur@gmail.com

Coming Back to Church
Question:  I have been away from the Church for a few 
years and really want to get active again, not so much for 
me, but for my children. Is this a bad reason to come back 
to Church?

Answer:   If you are on your way to the supermarket, and 
you are forced to detour from your usual route because of 
road work, does the food you buy taste different? Is the 
meal less filling? Are the vegetables less tasty? Of course 
not. In our faith journey, there are many detours called sin. 
Some are greater than others, some are even a bit longer. 
But God's grace comes to us in ways we understand and 
recognize and need. Your children leading you back to the 
Church is not as important as the fact that you are back.
This is an opportunity for you to renew, strengthen, and 
deepen your faith. Regardless of how we get to Church, or 
what draws us closer to God, the fact is we are there. Do 
what you need to do to get right with God and the Church. 
Go to confession, begin good family religious practices, and 
be involved in the ministries your parish offers. Be more 
than a lukewarm parishioner. Be the kind of Catholic you 
want your children to be.  
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Honor the life of your
loved one with the
experts at helping
you say goodbye.

A service as
unique
as your
loved one.
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Honor the life of 
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with the experts 
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
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Brandy Stivers

 
bstivers@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2609

LOOKING FOR A 
DOCTOR?
LET ME HELP.
Contact our patient advocate today.
Kim Schneider
844-520-8897 
Kimberly.Schneider@hshs.org


