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A man at my parish was struggling to overcome 
a habitual sin. He said to me, “Father, I know the 
chance that I will commit sin again is really high. 
Why should I keep confessing my sins? Isn’t that 
dishonest?” Anyone who has felt the tyrannical 
power of sin — and who hasn’t? — has pondered 
this kind of question.

I responded to him, “What was the probability 
Peter would walk on the stormy water?” After 
some silence, he said, “Zero. But when Jesus 
called, he did it.” I could tell my penitent friend 
was re-framing the question from his own 
weakness to the greatness of the Lord’s love for 
him. The question for us should not be one of 
human probabilities about our sin, but rather 
whether or not we will trust the Lord’s grace in 
our lives.  

This week the Lord is calling you and me to do 
the impossible: overcome sin with love. The only 
way to do that is to trust he is calling, and then to 
walk with the eyes of faith locked on him. And if 
we sink, he will raise us up again and again. Of 
that, we can be 100% sure.  

— Father John Muir
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Reconciliation

Eucharistic Adoration

Decatur Catholic Radio



New Parish Maintenance Manager

Last July 28, 2023, our long-time parish maintenance 
manager, Mr. Vern Wilson, retired after many years of 
service to our parish. Since then, we have been looking 
for a replacement for Vern. While we need someone to 
fill this position, we have also been patiently praying 
and searching for the right person who loves the St. 
Thomas Church. We also need someone who will help 
to foster the salvific mission of the Church in our 
parish by intentionally and joyfully radiating the love 
and joy of Christ in our parish church. We have found 
this person.

Mr. Richard (Dick) Harding.

Dick is a faithful parishioner of 
St. Thomas Church. In addition 
to attending Masses every 
Sunday and holy days of 
obligation, Dick is also a daily 
mass goer. A few months after I 
came to Thomas as parish 
administrator/pastor, I saw how 
devout, kind, and joyful Dick 
was. I asked if he would like to 

serve at our daily Masses. Dick quickly agreed and 
started serving the following day, right after a short 
training. Little did I know that Dick was an altar boy 
for our St Thomas parish under Father Thomas 
Masterson during his grade school and high school 
days in the sixties and seventies. Dick loves serving at 
daily Masses and preparing the sacristy alongside 
Juanita Rasgado and Jean Litchfield every morning.
Dick grew up here in Decatur. He received all the 
sacraments of Christian initiation here at St. Thomas 
and married. Cynthia Harding, his beloved wife of 
almost half a century, joined the saints early this year. 
Together, they have six beautiful children – five boys 
and a girl. Dick is blessed with a wonderful family 
where he has been a great model of the Christian life.
Last Monday, August 7, 2023, Dick officially became 
our new St. Thomas Parish Maintenance Manager. He 
works part-time Monday through Friday, 7:00AM to 
12:00PM. As a maintenance manager, Dick will also 
be ex-officio Parish Building and Grounds Committee 
member. Any reports or complaints about our parish 
facilities and grounds should also be directed to Dick, 
as he will communicate such concerns to the Chair of 
the Parish Building and Grounds Committee and me, 
as the case may be.

We hope to hire a new parish secretary in the next 
couple of weeks. If you are interested in serving our 
dear parish as a parish secretary or know someone who 

will be a great fit, please reach me by email or the 
parish phone. We are patiently waiting and searching 
for the right person as this is not merely a job but also 
a vocation.

Polly & Norman Hensley †

Karen Benjamin

Dee Midden †

Fr. Peter Chineke

Polly & Norman Hensley †

Margaret Hynen  †

No Mass 

Lenora “Sug” Lee †

† Deceased



Please Remember in your Prayers   
All who are Ill at Home or in the Hospital and their Families and Caregivers 



St. Thomas the Apostle │ 4a 4b │ St. Thomas the Apostle

Tickets Available Now for Diocesan-
Wide Celebration of the Eucharist

Please contact the Parish Of ice to reserve 
your tickets. 

CYNTHIA TURNS 90!!! 
Please stop by!!

Saturday August 19th, 2023!!! 
2-6 pm Open House

KC Hall (Hall at 520)
520 E North St, Decatur, IL

NO GIFTS PLEASE!!!
Food/drinks available.

Part-Timee Parishh Secretaryy Needed

The position of part-time parish secretary is 
needed at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish.

Office hours are as follows:

8amm too 12pmm  
Mondayy throughh Fridayy 

If you are interested please speak with Fr. 
Peter Chineke in person or call 
217-877-41466 or email the parish at: 
stthomasdecatur@gmail.com

Collected Budgeted

Year-to-Date: 27,886

Short/Ahead:   - $ 2,114

Thank you 

Bill Pay 

Online giving is also available:

Rev. Peter Chineke, Parochial Administrator

Mr. Joe Snow, Business Manager
     
Mr. Richard Harding, Maintenance Manager

Rev. Richard Weltin, Pastor Emeritus

Parish Of ice

PARISH OFFICE
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B & W II
ASPHALT PAVING 
& SEALCOAT CO.

877-8362
P.O. Box 448 Forsyth, IL

Graceland/Fairlawn 

www.gracelandfairlawn.com 

217-615-0769

Moran & Goebel 
www.moranandgoebel.com 

217-615-0793

Honor the life of your
loved one with the
experts at helping
you say goodbye.

A service as
unique
as your
loved one.

brintlingerandearl.com

Honor the life of your
loved one with the
experts at helping
you say goodbye.

A service as
unique
as your
loved one.

brintlingerandearl.com

Honor the life of 
your loved one 
with the experts 

at helping you say 
goodbye. 

 

BROKER ASSOCIATE 
REALTOR®

CELL: 

217-433-5081
GLENDA WILLIAMSON REALTY

Lisa Coffman

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Brandy Stivers

 
bstivers@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2609

LOOKING FOR A 
DOCTOR?
LET ME HELP.
Contact our patient advocate today.
Kim Schneider
844-520-8897 
Kimberly.Schneider@hshs.org


