SUMMER 2020

From the President’s Pen
Are you ready for a break? My guess is most would answer that question with a resounding
yes. Many of us have been missing out on some of life’s most memorable moments: birthdays,
anniversaries, retirements, weddings. These are events you had planned and looked forward
to… and suddenly everything shifted. There are your daughter’s and son’s missed proms, your
children not being able to compete in their spring sports seasons or in state championships.
Grandparents can’t even hold their newborn grandchild. At the other end of life’s spectrum,
many people have not been able to attend the funerals of loved ones. Thanks to technology,
some creative thinking and genuine caring, many of these events have happened and memories were still made, just differently.
I’ve been reminded that we are in the season of graduations, ranging from preschool to
doctorate programs. All of these would have been opportunities for families and friends to
gather at ceremonies and parties to celebrate the accomplishments of the ones they love. For
the graduates themselves, these events represent an accomplishment and, more importantly,
they signify a step forward into their future. Most of those celebrations will have to happen
virtually or later this year.
Despite these challenges, our community of Union Grove has maintained its human spirit
and kindness. Our small businesses that have been able to remain open have recreated themselves to continue operations, while our community responded in frequenting them for carryout and gift certificate purchase, and shopping locally more than ever.
We still have a long way to go before we can declare victory as a society and return to
a world that is closer to what we knew. Yet we continue to be hopeful, as there are signs of
progress in many locations. Several states, including our own, are beginning to relax restrictions in measured ways.
As I am writing this, preparations are underway to reopen Village Hall by June, and full
staffing has returned at the DPW and Utilities. We are planning for resuming Village meetings at the Municipal Center with physical distancing, with a call-in option for those who
can’t be there in person. For a temporary period of time, Village meetings will held in the first
continues on Page 2
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From the President’s Pen (Cont.)
continued from Page 1

floor community room only and Village Board will meet on the 1st and 3rd Mondays (instead of the 2nd and
4th). We will keep you posted through the Village Web Site www.uniongrove.net, our Facebook page, and
monthly online newsletter updates. We will also have updates about this summer’s Recreation Department
leagues, which are currently under review.
I would like to welcome Adam Graf to the Village Board and I look forward to working with him.
Adam has been appointed to Police Commission, Recreation and Parks, and Administration committees.
I would also like to also recognize Tim Mallach for his 14 years of service as a Village Trustee. Tim
secured a number of grants for the Village, coordinated the park clean-ups, e-waste collections, pet vaccinations clinics, Cans for Kids, and volunteered countless hours, along with his wife Marie, planting flowers
and perennials at Legion Park and Village Square. Thank you, Tim, for all your contributions to the community of Union Grove.
Thanks, Union Grove. I am proud to serve as your Village President.
Be safe, be healthy, and be proud.

Mike Aimone

Village President, Union Grove
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The Wisconsin Supreme Court rendered a decision on May 13, 2020 which allowed businesses to open.
This has left our community in a precarious position on many fronts. If we are not careful, our
percentage of positive cases and our case rate may increase. If our COVID-19 cases surge, our hospitals
may be overwhelmed, and we may experience an increase in preventable deaths. These are all
unacceptable outcomes for our community and our businesses. We must protect the most vulnerable
amongst us, including but not limited to people who are immunocompromised; older adults; people
with asthma, HIV, liver disease; and people with disabilities.
It is now incumbent on individual citizens and businesses to make careful and prudent decisions in order
to prevent disease transmission and reduce the risk of a resurgence of COVID-19. If businesses adhere to
smart practices and individuals exercise safe behaviors, we can prevent COVID-19 illness and deaths and
support citizens who have been adversely impacted by the pandemic. If we do not maintain this
balance, more businesses may be forced to close for prolonged periods due to a high number of sick
employees or outbreaks, more outbreaks may occur in our congregate settings. If we continue to
protect our most vulnerable citizens, we will be able to keep this disease at bay and lessen its impact.
It is crucial that we continue to protect our most vulnerable citizens. We must slow the spread of
disease and not experience a spike in cases related to opening of businesses. Therefore, we must join
together and follow best practices, recommendations, and guidance in the time of COVID-19. Failure
to do so may result in restrictions of movement and business operations.

View the Latest Guidelines for Businesses and
Individuals at: crchd.com/covid-19

2020 Property Assessments
At the end of calendar 2019, there was a decision to adjust
the local assessed values (Interim Market Update) due to the
strong sales activity during calendar 2018 and 2019. The sales
indicated that the average property assessments could have
been increased between 10% to 12% for the calendar 2020
property assessments. For calendar 2019, the Department of
Revenue had the level of assessment at 94.1%, stating that on
average the local assessed value was 94.1% of the average
sale price.
Due to the challenge that the Coronavirus has given relating to “Social Distancing”, it would be extremely difficult
to handle 2020 Open Book discussions and reviews; as well
as the public meeting for the 2020 Board of Review. Many
communities that have had an annual adjustment to assessed
values performing an “Interim Market Update” are not performing that type of assessment process in calendar 2020.

Therefore, in calendar 2020 we will not have an “Interim Market Update”, but we will concentrate on all the new
construction (TID No. 5 and TID No. 6) for residential and
commercial, as well as certain residential properties that need
to be corrected and reviewed based on condition, etc. Commercial properties will be reviewed and some increases in assessed value related to condition and current market values
will be addressed.
Property assessment notices are scheduled to be sent out
at the end of May 2020 with the proper instructions to call
or e-mail to discuss with the Village Assessor. If you do not
receive an Notice of Assessment, your calendar 2020 property
assessment remained unchanged.
Jim Henke
Village Assessor

better water. pure and simple.

Meredith’s Water
1531 13th Ave.
Union Grove, WI 53182
262-878-1161
www.meredithculligan.com

1443 Main St • Union Grove
www.jeffbraunrealty.com

262-878-9599

Lakeland Septic Service

We Give Great Care
To Our Residents
To Our Families
To Each Other

VILLAS in Union Grove
Professionally Managed
3 bedroom Apartments

262-598-0786

www.bayviewinvestments.net

Septic Tank Cleaning
Reliable Service
Licensed & Insured

Dan Weis and Family - Owners

262-857-9128

POST 171

Open for Banquets, Weddings, Etc.
Catering Available
With or Without Bar
Ample Parking Provided
Accommodations to 200

1027 New St.

■

Ph: 878-3323

sandracarlson.shorewest.com

(262) 878-2788
www.oakridgecarecenter.com

American
Legion Hall

www.squareonehvac.com

Burlington Union Grove
262.763.7000

262.878.2228

24-Hour Service

Sandra Carlson
262.492.4475

262.782.6546 fax
scarlson@shorewest.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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Department of Public Works
Warmer weather is here, and we hope you all are able to get out and safely enjoy the outdoors.
Please check the following while outside:

• Any alteration of ditches, grading, landscaping or other
work in Village Right-of-Ways requires an approved
Right-of-Way Permit from the Village.
• Curbside yard waste collection is provided by Johns
Disposal on the last Friday of the month, March through
November. Set yard waste items at the curb for pickup by
6:00 a.m. Place clippings, leaves, and garden debris in
compostable bags or 32-gallon or smaller bins weighing
less than 50 lbs. Brush must be less than 6” in diameter
and 4’ in lengths, bundled together, and weighing no
more than 50 lbs. Stack bundles no more than 4’ high and
10’ long; limit of one pile this size per pickup.

• Brush Collections by Union Grove DPW take place
the last full week of each month, from April through
November. Brush collections are for branches with a
maximum 6” in diameter with a preferred length of at
least 6 ft. (although branches as short as 4 ft. will still be
collected). Please place brush behind the curb in neatly
stacked piles with the ends facing the road.

• Please keep all yard waste behind the curb. Grass, yard
waste, brush or debris left in the curb line causes storm

sewer blockage, leading to potential flooding of your
property and surrounding neighborhood.

• Discharge of sump or rain gutters into the Village sanitary
sewer is in violation of Village ordinances and State laws.
Check your discharges and make the necessary modifications to ensure you are compliant. Removal of sump and
rain gutter discharges from the sanitary sewer is a major
step in helping to prevent potential sewage backups during
a heavy rain event.

• Review any locations where you are shedding storm water
from your property. Point discharges that create a nuisance
to adjoining properties are prohibited by the State of Wisconsin.
• We are all connected; water system Cross Connection
Control is everyone’s responsibility! Please visit us at
uniongrove.net/water-sewer-storm-utilities for information
and “Do’s and Don’ts” regarding Cross Connections, or
request a hard copy of the information from Village Hall.

• View the Village of Union Grove water system Consumer
Confidence Report at uniongrove.net/ccr or request a copy
from Village Hall.

2020 Construction Projects
• The Village is working with DOT during the resurfacing
of USH 45 south of Hwy. 11 to resolve recurring storm
water issues.
• Work on the east half of Oakhurst and south half of Lincolnwood should be completed this summer. New water
and sewer mains on 69th Dr. should also be completed during this time.
• Conceptual plans for Phase II and III of the 11 Avenue
storm water project are being developed; construction is
anticipated for Summer/Fall of 2020.
th

• Entertainment stage completion is anticipated to be
June 2020.

• Reconstruction of Milldrum between 16th Ave. and 17th
Ave. is anticipated to start and be completed this summer,
along with replacement of the back yard watermain from
New St. to Milldrum.

• Work on the northeast corner of School Yard Park is delayed due to wet conditions. Anticipated completion is
Summer/Fall 2020. This project is extremely weather dependent.

From all of us at the Department of Public Works, we look forward to seeing you around the Village this summer!
Richard L. Piette, Director of Public Works
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Library Corner
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, all in-person library events and
services are postponed until further notice. Any future changes will be
posted to our Facebook page and our website: http://uniongrove.lib.wi.us.
We are currently offering curbside holds pickup.
Curbsidehold pickup is available:
Monday–Thursday, 9:00-Noon and 3:00-6:00
Friday and Saturday, 9:00-1:00

Holds may be placed on Union Grove Library items through the SHARE
catalog, or email requests to: uniongrovelibrary@uniongrove.lib.wi.us. Staff
will also be available by phone during the above hours. Staff will prepare your requests and notify you by phone when your items are ready for
pickup. You may return books to the Main Street book drop at any time.
Thank you for your patience as we find new ways
to provide service to our community.

Most importantly, please know that we all miss seeing you.

A&B

POLNASEK-DANIELS

Tax Service

Funeral Home and Crematory

Professional Service - All Faiths - Pre-Need Trusts
Off Street Parking

908 11th Ave.
Union Grove, WI
262-878-2011

Open Daily: 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Full Menu for Dine-In • Carry Out or Delivery

(262) 878-2711
Daily Specials • Taco Tuesday • Friday Fish Fry

(262)

930-9157

www.abtaxracine.com

Klema
Feeds

For all your animal needs

Reliable Heating & Air Conditioning, LLC

FAX (262) 886-8908

(262) 843-2865 / (262) 537-4487

(262) 886-9424

10540 Northwestern Ave.
Franksville, WI 53126

5920-256th Ave., Salem, WI
www.reliableheatingandairconditioning.com

“We’re in Your Neighborhood”

Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm
Sat. 8am-4pm Sun. 9am-3pm
PLUMBING &
PIPING SYSTEMS

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

John Kurhajec, CLU
1125 Main Street
(262) 878-4404
www.johnkurhajec.com

SEWER, WATER
& SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Contact Jeff Parkinson to place an ad today!
jparkinson@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5887

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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Union Grove—Yorkville Fire Department
I hope you have found ways to stay in touch with family and friends the last two months. By now the weather should
be nice and you can find time to be outside, enjoying the weather and warmth! Since my last message, much certainly
has changed these last two months. I hope that you have taken extra precautions since the onset of COVID-19. Here
are a few local links that may help keep us all safe and healthy.
• Center for Disease Control:

• Union Grove Strong – Helpful Links page:

• Racine County Coronavirus Response Hub:

• Our Facebook page:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/
https://coronavirus-response-racinecounty.hub.arcgis.
com/

https://uniongrovestrong.com/helpful-links/

https://www.facebook.com/UnionGroveYorkvilleFireDepartment/

• UGYFD website: https://www.ugyfd.com/

Simple Things You Can Do, Regardless of Our Current Situation:

• Stay home if you are sick.

• Wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds.
Avoid touching your face.

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you

cough or sneeze or use the inside of your elbow.

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces. Use
detergent or soap and water prior to disinfection.

Steps We Have Taken and Will Continue:

• We have been monitoring our membership health daily to ensure they are healthy and available to respond
in the event you would need to call us.

• While we intend to purchase our own fogging system, it is currently unavailable. We have utilized the
Halo Fogging System at Ascension Racine to decon-

taminate our ambulances and prevent the spread of
virus’ and other bacteria.

• Fortunately, we have been able to maintain our members PPE supplies and a good stock of cleaning and
disinfecting products, partly in thanks to several generous donations.

General Safety Reminders

• Check the batteries in your smoke alarm and
carbon monoxide detectors and replace if it’s older
than 10 years.

• Use caution if burning yard debris.

• Always keep your BBQ grill away from structures
and off of balconies.

Warm Weather Tips
• Protect yourself from the sun with shade and sunscreen.
• Keep yourself hydrated.

• Know the signs and symptoms of heat overexposure
and what you can do to help.

Be sure to patronize our local businesses who support
and pay for this newsletter with their advertising dollars!
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2030 Vision Statement and Goals
On April 27, the Village Board approved updates to the
Village’s vision statements and strategic goals aimed at
guiding the direction of our community over the next
10 years. Updates were made to the existing 2020 vision
statements, and five new goals were developed based on the
results from the Community Survey last fall. Village staff
will be working with the Board to identify specific initiatives
for furthering these goals and incorporating this information
into the annual budget process.

Commitment

By the year 2030, Union Grove will be recognized as a
vibrant and highly-desirable place to live and raise a
family. We will be known as a Village that fosters a strong
sense of community, values the safety and contributions of
all citizens, makes new residents feel welcomed, collaborates with neighboring communities, offers affordable and high-quality
municipal services, encourages an active business community, cherishes its history while claiming its future, and offers all
members in the community a quality of life second to none. The community’s vision for the future is supported by controlled,
diversified, and complementary growth that continues to provide citizens of all ages with a high quality of life, reasonable cost of
living and a safe environment in which to grow, develop and recreate. To achieve our vision, Village government will prioritize
five strategic goals.

Strategic Goals

1. Deliver quality municipal services in an efficient manner
with an emphasis on customer service excellence.
2. Provide safe, functional, well-maintained and cost-effective public infrastructure and recreation amenities.
3. Protect the safety and security of residents, businesses, employees and visitors.

4. Foster a strong sense of community; maintain the Village’s
“small town” character.
5. Encourage an attractive environment for business and
commerce.

To read the Village’s full vision statements, mission, and project updates, visit:
http://www.uniongrove.net/vision2030

I look forward to working with the Village Board and community members in continuing our progress on these goals.
Michael Hawes
Village Administrator

Union Grove Farmers Market/ Public Market
Look at What Has Changed!

The Union Grove Farmers Market has changed its name to:
Union Grove Public Market.
We will now be located at 4400 67th Drive,
next to Piggly Wiggly.
Open June 23rd at 3 p.m.

We will have Kettle Korn, Sweet Treats and some produce.
Stop by and check out the new market.
We will practice social distancing at the Market.
As always, we are looking for new vendors. If interested,
please call Cindy Ryan at 262-617-9922.
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ADVENTURE!
LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR
EVENTS AND PROGRAMS AT

E
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AR ROUN

2131 N. Main St.
Racine, WI 53402
262.636.9189

If you need eyewear right & fast,
we are Wisconsin’s LARGEST
independent eyeglass store.
ALL LENSES MADE HERE!
• The largest selection
of higher fashion &
higher quality frames.
• We make all lenses
here as quickly as
you need them.
• 10 minutes west of
Union Grove

Many insurance plans accepted.

FULL SERVICE FLORAL

Culver’s of Racine
722 S. Sylvania Ave., Sturtevant | 262.884.1112
5801 21st Street, Racine | 262.633.4170

• Sympathy, formals, birthdays,
anniversaries, holidays, or just because
• Same-day service – order by noon
(except Sunday - order by noon on Saturday)
Call or stop in to place orders directly!

(262) 878-2454

Located inside Piggly Wiggly

uniongrovefloral.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Same location for 34 Years!
THE RESPECTED NAME IN QUALITY SINCE 1918

Corner of Hwy. 36 & Main St., Waterford, WI

534-6090
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat 9-1
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Union Grove Kiwanis Club
Although COVID-19 situation has prevented our club from having
our regular meetings and events, the Union Grove Kiwanis Club is
staying connected with each other and our community. We had to
cancel a few of our annual projects and events, Park Spring Clean
Up, Bike Rodeo and Cow Pie Bingo. We are hoping to reschedule
Cow Pie Bingo in a few months and will post a new date when we
know. Although there may not be an awards night at the high school
this year, we will still provide our annual scholarships to three worthy recipients at Union Grove High School.
We look forward to being out-and-about in the community again. Meanwhile, we are having Zoom meetings bi-weekly.

If there is a need that we can possibly help with, please contact
one of our club officers: President Amy Allyn at 262-210-0038,
Secretary Ann Kerkman at 262-939-1123, Treasurer Neil Buchanan at 262-995-5814, or any club member you may know. You may
also connect with us on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/471722516181751/

We are proud to be part of this strong community and are inspired by the many ways we see people helping and supporting each
other during this difficult time. We remain committed to being a
positive force in any way we can.

Church News
Union Grove Congregational United Church of Christ
1106 – 11 Avenue, Union Grove, WI 53182
262-878-1690
www.ugcongregational.org • www.facebook.com/ugcongucc
th

Sunday Worship Service

Beginning Sunday, June 7 we will begin in-person worship at
a NEW TIME of 9:00 a.m. Please note: this change will go into
effect once we can officially resume in-person worship. Until we can
begin in-person worship, we will continue to offer Virtual Worship
via ZOOM at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday. For additional information,
please email us at UGCRCC@gmail.com.
Annual Christmas in July
Worship Service + School Supply Donation
Date to be decided.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
Joint Rummage Sale
with Union Grove Congregational UCC and Yorkville UMC Masonic Lodge (1021 11th Ave, Union Grove)
Thursday, August 13: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Friday, August 14: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 15: 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Two churches, twice the bargains. Accepting consignment items;
profit to be split between the consignee and the churches. Coffee
and donuts will be for sale each morning. Selling lunch on Thursday
and Friday. Proceeds support our churches’ missions and ministries,
many of which serve others in our local communities. For additional
information, please contact Alice Pynaker at 262-878-2550

Union Grove Area Foodbank
It has been humbling to witness the continuing generosity of our Greater Union Grove communities. We continue to experience a
high volume of clients coming in. The amount of support our clients have received has been amazing. We wish to thank everyone who
donated money and gift cards to be used at the Piggly Wiggly. We surely could not have continued our mission during this dark time
without help from the community.
As of right now both of our yearly clothing sale fundraisers have been cancelled.

Please check our website Union Grove Area Food Bank (ugfoodbank.org) or our Facebook page
for further information and ways you can help.
Thanks so very much from the bottom of our hearts.

UG Foodbank Board Directors, and Arlene Odeja, Coordinator
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Westosha Senior Community Center
Where all seniors can find a friendly, active home for fun, fitness and fellowship.

With rows lining both east and west lawns since March, the
Healing Garden blooms with more fresh produce for our
Farmers Market & More on Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., July
to October. Browse, buy and savor fresh spinach, lettuce, radishes, herbs in the Center Monday to Friday. July’s Saturday
Farmer Market will follow with cauliflower, broccoli, cabbage, cucumbers, green beans, beets, peas, carrots, tomatoes,
red potatoes, and green onions. While at the Market, relish our
fresh pizza baked in the outdoor pizza oven. We’ll offer selfserve produce throughout the week from our Veggie Wagon
as well.

We are looking forward to welcoming you back to the Center
as soon as we can do so safely! Come on back for fitness,
friends and fun at Westosha Senior Community Center.
Check out the Center’s monthly calendar on our website at
WestoshaSeniorCenter.com, or stop in this summer to join
fitness and creative classes. For just $12 per year, age 50 and
better, be a member to support these great activities.
Just head south on Hwy 45 to Hwy C, just around the corner
in Bristol. See you soon at the Center!

Senior

Westosha Senior Community Center
19200 93rd St., Bristol, Wisconsin 53104

Westosha

262-891-3436

Community Center
Living longer, stronger, healthier lives

COMPASSIONATE CARE
CLOSE TO HOME
NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Dr. Laurie Potratz, MD

Dawn Simon, NP

Dr. Nancy Rofalikos-Welka, MD

Amanda Strom, PA

FAMILY MEDICINE

FAMILY MEDICINE

PEDIATRICS

FAMILY MEDICINE

		

Call for your appointment today:

(262) 878-4424
UNION GROVE

1120 Main Street • Union Grove, WI 53182

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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There are two elections remaining this year.
Partisan Primary on August 11, 2020
Presidential Election on November 3, 2020
We are expecting a large absentee voter turnout for these elections. To request an absentee ballot for one or both
elections, go to myvote.wi.gov on your computer, tablet, or smart phone. If you do not have a computer, tablet
or smart phone or are having difficulties submitting a request online, you may want to ask a family member,
friend, or neighbor for assistance. We are also partnering with the Graham Public Library located on Main Street
to assist residents with requesting absentee ballots and voter registrations online. Staff at the Library will be able
to assist you in submitting the request.
When requesting an absentee ballot through myvote.wi.gov, please fill in all the requested information
including your phone number. By having your phone number on the request, it makes it easy for staff to contact
you if there is an issue with your request.
You may need to submit a valid photo I.D. with the request. Please remember that a valid photo I.D. would
be an unexpired Wisconsin driver’s license or identification card, passport, military I.D. or tribal I.D. Selfies are
not a proper form of identification.
Absentee ballot requests can be good for only one election OR up to a calendar year depending on which
choice was picked when the request was submitted. This means if you received an absentee ballot for an
election earlier this year you may not receive a ballot for the remaining elections. If you are unsure if you have
a request on file, visit myvote.wi.gov. Once the Village receives the ballots for an election, we try to get them
in the mail within 48 hours. If the Village already has the ballots on hand and we receive your request, we try to
send the ballot out within one business day.
If you have any questions regarding absentee voting or the elections please contact Village Clerk,
Brad Calder at bcalder@uniongrove.net or at 262-878-1818. For the latest election information please visit the
Village website at www.uniongrove.net or the Village’s Facebook page.

